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THE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS. 
VoL. IX.) DECEMBER, l!HO. (No. 12. 

r~r:.. Y1 J 1.:.1'°'1:>,) 1 4,1J ' r-? 
r~ J!J J 4,J )"") 1..5b: \ .. l-:ij., ~ J.o.~.,j 

The Ideal of Womanhood in 
Islam, I. 

(By Qazi Abdul Haq.) 

Physical Condition. 

There is a growing tendency on the part of those who 
pretend to advocate the cause of woman to exaggerate her 
p0Sition. They say that woman is not a whit behind her opposite 
$ex in any respect and that she with all her imbecility and 
tenderness of physique stands on a par with the stronger sex. 
A stay-at-home creature engrossed in domestic affairs and lost 
in household business is, according to them, the perfect equal 

of man who is the freo ranger of earth plunged over head and ears 
in the tumult and turmoil of the world, with which the former 

has little to do. A victim of weak conscience, and comparatively 
unstable nature working under manifold disabilities is being 
made by them to go abreast with a sounder mind, steadier will 
a.nd sturdier nature, ever in thorough working order. Certainly 
in their endeavours to ec1ualise both the sexes for the purpose of 
lifo these philanthropists are simply hoping against hope. Ir 
is impossible for mortals to unmake tho making of nature 
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Since the creation of the world woman has been the help• meet 
of man, the f'ormer leading a. passive life round the hearth, the 
latter an active life in the busy world. Woman lends a helping 
hand to man by keeping within doors to look after the children, 
nurse the aged and the decrepit, while man caters for her and 
the family. Woman will surely be a round ball in a square hole, 
if she is thrust into the noisy din of the world and made to work 
out her living. She is endowed by nature with a frail con
stitution which is by no means adapted to any work or a hardy 
and laborious nature. Ma.a, on the other hand•, has an agile and 
active body fitly accommodated even to the toughest possible 
business of life. It is always safe to follow the leading of nature; 
the respective temperaments of man and woman settle for them 
once for all the part each of them has to play; the weaker one 
to take to the passive side-to adorn the hearth leading a cheer
fully easy life amid the prattle of children,-and the other to 

take up the active side-toiling ou\ of doors to turn an honest 
penny for his wife and children. Reverse this order for a while 
and imagine what the world will be like. Everything "m seem 
to go wrong in an instant. All the fuss and bustle of the 
world will be stilled, all the clash and clang of weapons and 
instruments, all the yells of triumph and shouts of victory 
will have to be consigned to oblivion, cries 0£ pain and shrieks of 
agony will be the order of the day. Woman with her softer 
feelings, delicate sentiments and fragile frame will make the 
world a terrible scene of slothful indolence and ,vill ere long 
find herself Jislocated, whereas man with stronger passions and 
and active tendencies will find himself absolutely unfit for the 
sedentary living forced upon him within doors and will soon get 
sick of life. Thus the world will in a moment come to grief, 
the pleasing scenes of life will wear a melancholy look, business 
will be turned topsy turvy, all manly movements will be afJ a 
standstill. Suavity of sentiments and softness of feelings will 
110b do where boldness and high spirits are the only requisites, 
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The former are per se excellent things, but can not serve the 
purpose of the latter which are equally good and useful. Besides 
this, the activity of the world will have to be stopped at least 
one week every month during the monthly courses of women 
and for about a year during pregnancy. In short, those who 
clamour for the equality of man and woman are blind to the 
apparent disparity in their dispositions and are placing the fair 
sex much above the station designed for her by the providence. 

Then there is another class of thinkers who go to the other 
extreme. They make light of her true worth and give her a, 

much lower position than she fairly occupies in the scale 
ef rational beings. According to them woman is nothing hut a 
safety valve for the carnality of the opposite sex. She forms 
part of the chattles of man and can be cast aside at pleasure like 
a worn out garment. She is to merge all her individuality in 
her husband's and is to drag a dependent stereotyped existence 
hanging on her husband like a tongue-tied minion. The 
husband has every right to mete out to her whatever treatment 
he likes, and owes no duty to her. She is to be looked upon as 
a mere drudge, to be confined within the four walls of the house 
and employed in the subordinate factotum sense. Wife is to 
wait upon the husband in weal or woe, but is to be left to her 
fate rotting in her misery when no longer fit for service. She 
may have lain in his bosom for years-in sorrow and travail she 
may have born him children. rrhrough the long dreary day, 
through the dull weary nighli, she may hc:1ve kept vigil and 
watched him in sickness as only the wife of his youth and the 
mother of his children could. Her cool lips may have kissed 
the burning brow of fever ; her choking and sobbing voice may 
have prayed to God, as only a passionate woman can, and her 
tearful appeal may have mingled with his cries of pain-her 
appeal, 0 merciful and comp~ssionate God, spat·e my husband 
to my babes and me, But she deserves no credit for all that, 

she is to be belaboured at the slightest ];>OS:,ible offence and 
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subjected to all inhuman brutalities. Such an attitude towards 
the life-long 11ssociate and the most intimate crony is simply 
revolting. Even worse was the attitude of man towards the 
weaker vessel at the time the greatest of the Prophets, the 
purest gem of mankind {may peace and the blessings of God be 
upou him) appeared. The ignorant sons of the desert looked upon 
the softer sex as nothing short of a disgrace to mankind and 
exposed her to all the outrages of the stronger sex. Islam takes 
everything in its true light, avoiding extremes. Fortunately 
for the fair sex, the Holy Book has done perfect justice to her 
position. It will be for me to show in this series of articles that 
Islam is the only religion under tb e sun which bas vindicated 
woman's position and those, who in these days of license and 
exct'\ssive liberty dare to go so far as to claim for woman even 
the extension of franchise, will in vain rummage the pages of 
their own scdptures for the sanction of this extravagent freedom. 
It is Islam and Islam alone which bas, thank God, made woman 

what she is and has further placed all possible facilities in her 
way of achieving all the possibilities hidden in her. They who 
bold a brief for womankind to-day to an undesirably wide 
e'l:tent have only taken a leaf out of the book of Islam and are 
making an amplified copy of it, their own religious codes failing 
to help them in the least. The Holy Book strikes the golden 
mean when it says so pertinently-

~ , .. s1~ rt..a~ &1J 1 J.a .. t~~ ,t-lf 1 J.c \:J ,,. 1 _,; J ~ ;' 1 

t.., '-"lUJ ~.liiA,. ~:u:; ~s,.l.aJ t.; "'*' ! ,.,. 1 •• ,"' 1 .w 1 1 lo., _, • • ,. I ~ J- -- -- a • 

( '1 ,l-.i.! I) ill J Jzi.,. 
"Men are superior to women on account of the qualities with 
which God bath gifted the one above the other, and on account 
of the outlay they make from their substance for them. Virtuous 
women are obedient and careful during the husband's absence, 
because God bath of them been careful." (iv, 38.) 

God is no respecter of persons. Certainly ao, There il:l 
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no pandering to the credulity of the shallow-pated equality
mongers: there are no unctious platitu<le,:i to minister to the 
over-pampered sense of feminine liberty. Nor less again is 
the avoidance of the dog-in-the-manger policy of the misogy

nist in the above verse. The t,rne position of womun as 

observed in nature is clearly set forth in the verse. Man is 
physically a"J.d intellectually superior to the npr1osite sex, and thnt 
ii:; why he occupies a higer position iu the physical world. 'J'o 
him is entrusted the culture and nunure of hi1:, wife and childreu, 

and to her, his wife, is entrusted the housd10ld duties and the 

control of domestic affairg. 'l'hc hm;b,md earns and brings in, 
the wife guards and manages the e~rnings of her husband. '!'he 

goodman Jn.hours for the support and sustenance of her and her 
progeny, the good-wife preserves the honour and the chastity of 

herself and her husband. Without the one the other could not 
do. Notwithstanding the apparent inferiority of woman in 
body and mind, their lives are inter-dependent. 

The Holy Book says in the above verse that man is the 
mainstay of woman, because she being physically weak is 
unable to make a living. But this physical inferiority is uot 
to reduce her to a parasite. Both have certain duties to each 

other. If it is the duty of man to purvey for his family, it is 
the duty of ,voman to nurse the children and keep intact for 
the sake of her husband, the honour and chastity of the house
hold in his absence. 'fhus the functions assigned Lo either sex 
are in perfect conformity to its nature and temperament. The 
stronger sex has to play the active and laborious part, while 
the i:;oftcr sex the passive and easy one. Yet neither can 

live independently of the other. This is the genuine practical 
division of their modes of living. Now as the question of her 
po::;ition in the physical realm has been reduced to its true 

proportions, it is easy to see inlio tho nature of things, How 

wisely the kind Heaven has provided for the disabilities of the 

feniale ! Le~ he1· have many a return of her menstruation days, 
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let her have many a recurring period of pregnancy, let her 
have even twin sucklings at her breast, she has nothing to do 
with the feyer of the world. Home is her little world, the 
prattle of the children is to her a music, a thousand times 
sweeter than the noisy brawl and brangle ever beating upon 
the high shores of the outside world. There she is a right 

thing in a right place. This physical superiority of the male 

over the female is not only discernible in rational beings, but 
it is found none the lesB in lower animals. This superiority 
again is not a source of hatred ann contempt towards the female 
sex, but it is to establish their respective sphere,, of life beyond 
the least possible vestige of doubt ~o that human species may 

be freely propagated in a peactiful and becoming manner. If 

there had been a pe1·fect f:lquality in their phytiical cond itions, 
there would have been no arrangements for the rearing and 
bringing up of children, the female with her stern nature and 
restless faculties would not have liked to lead a stick-in-the-mud 
life within the four walls of the house. 'l'hus it is clear that 
man is physically and intellectually strouger than woman and 
in this respect the latter's part in life must in justice be allowed 
\o be subordinated to the former's. 'l1his subordination, if 
coupled, as it should ever he, with mutual good will, love, and 
co-,Jperation, is the vel'iest blessing. 

The Spiritual Condition. 

Having done with the physical condition of woman which 
is only meant to define her modu8 vivandi as distinguished 
from that of man, I now proceed to examine her spiritual 

condition, which is t.he most important side of human nature. 

l.:J _, v~"'~ ll J 1../""j )I l _, Cl~ J 1.::,;,& l,o Worship of God is the aim 
and objecli of human existence no matter whatever be the 
a phere of life. It is, therefore, only fair thn.t woman and man 

Phould enjoy equal chances of developing their several spiritual 



1910.) TH• IDEAL OJ WOlllNWOOJ> 11' IBL.\K, 491 

faculties. For disparity in the physical conditions can not do more 
\ban give them separate spheres of life, but any difference in their 

spiritual conditions would have mea.ot much. In the material 
world their goals are different, hence their physical natures are 
correspondingly different, but in the spiritual world they have a, 

common goal, both tend to one and the same thing. Salvation 
is the ultimate object, be it man or woman. Deliverance from 
the bondage of sin and connection with God is the summum 
bonum of human existence, let it be man or woman. When 
both of them have the same end in view spiritually, both must 
be placed on an equal footing for the purpose, neither claiming 
any sort ot superiority over the other. Islam, therefore, places 
man on the same level with woman in the spiritual domain where 
she can therefore keep pace with her opposite sex:. The Holy 
Book says 

~ J _, o l,i.. ,.J J, \:/~,. .,.J J _, o W-.J 1, c.,!•1-.J J ,,:,J J 

~ I y...a1 1 _, ~ .r.""' 1 _, ~ ~..al 1 _, c.1~ ~""' 1 _, w.s.,J.w J _, 

~·J l.aJ I_, ~:; ~"41..o.J 1., ..,;~:; ~...ii.J 1 _, ~--.:..S\J 1 _, 1.:.1~:s.J , ., 

1 1~ ill 1 er! f 1 JJ l, ~i;isJ J , r•-?-- , .i 1:1!1iisd 1 _, ~•l..aJ I _, 
( o '-:-' , j• l) t.~.c , J-?-- , ., i ;ai...o r*' &H , J.c , c.::., , .}' 1 JJ 1., 

"Truly the men who resign themselves to God and the women 
who resign themselves, and the believing men and believing 

women, and the devout men and the devout women, and the 
men of truth and the women of truth, and the patient men and 
the patient women, and the humble men and the humble women, 
and the men who give the alms and the women who give alms, 
and the chaste men and the chaste women, and the men and the 
women who often remember God: for them hath God prepared 
forgiYeness and a rich recompense;" (xxxiii, 35) 

Here in this verse God keeps woman aide by side with 
man in all the e'8ges of spiritual development because her 
spiritual side, unlike her physical side, as it exists, is not lass 
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capable of development than that of man. It is not a mere asser

tion. There have always been women who have attained to the 
highest spiritual stage. They have enjoyed an.d even now enjoy 
personal communion with God. Mary was foretold by God 
about the fatherlees birth of her son Jesus, the world knows it. 
The mother of Moses was also the recipient of divine revelation. 

Besides them, there were even in the pre-Islamic days righteous 
women, but in Islam the number of righteous women who have 
enjoyed personal communion with God in every age is consider
able. Both men and women have one book of guidance, one 
prophet to follow and the same set of laws to observe. 'l1his 
establishes the equality of man. and woman in the spiritual 
kingdom. Woman, on the other hand, enjoys a clear advantage. 
During the menstruation period and pregnancy she is allowed 
certain concessions regarding the observance of prayers and 
fasts without the least detriment to her spiritual advancement, 
whereas man has Ill) such concession. She sharer ones and above 
the common concessions of shortening the daily prayers in a 

journey or the exemption from fasting when sick or on a journey 
and the like, But those who love God above all earthly 
things can not forget Him even for an instant, estrangement 
from Him is worse than a hundred deaths for them. In joy or 
sorrow, pleasure or pain, health or ill-health they call on Him. 
'fhey like to be always praying to Him, giving thanks and 
praise to Him for His so many bounties and kindnesses. They 
will not willingly accept any lull in the continuity of their pray
ing attitude. ~1or such the menstruation clays or the period of 
pregnancy may appear a drawback. But the case of spiritual 
w • .1.yfarer is just like a running stream. There may be eddies 
alll.l ·cuuut,er-curnmts, but the steady sweep of the current is 
ever onward towardo the sea. A brief obstruction of the flow 
means the greater velocity in the current. rhis is simply from 
the human point of view. God, who grants the concession, 

makes no difference between those who happen to avail themselves 
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of it and those who fail to do so. A concession is no concession 
if it entails a set-back upon the advancement. Elsewhere God 
says in the Holy Book-

J!J , t; t.:J~ J~ )ai _, '--/lj I, ) _/ lo) t.:J"" t.!!.! ts:i.L.o.J I t.:J,. J.o..1tl c,,. _, ,, 
l _;~sij l.!.1 _, .. 1.16~. » _, gJ.:s?,J J I.:) _,1~ ~! 

Here ags,in boLh Lho sexes are placed on a common broad basis, 
'~ Whoever does righteous deeds, be it a woman 01· a man 
and he or she a believer,-these are sure to get Paradise and 
will be dealt with fairly and justly '' (iv, 123 ), The Holy 
.Book teems with verses of the identical import. I need 

not quote them all, because I do not meant to write an 

exhaustive paper, but only a suggestive article, leaving the 

gap to be filled up by the reader himself. 

I am afraid I have had to notice with regret that; other 

religions while they cry themselves hoarse over the rights and 
privileges of woman in the material wor]d where her position 

is decidedly an inferior one, and where the grant of manly 
rights and privileges will mean for her the award of the White 
Elephant, make no room for her in the spiritual kingdom. It 
is her equality with man in the spiritual sense that includes 
her in nature's chef cl' amv?'e, and it is Islam alone that has 
established her equality with man in the spirhua.l realm. In 

order to see how woman fares at the hands of the Gospel writers, 
we need only have a side glance on the following quotations:-

Paul, the premier saint of Christendom says, '' Let; the 
woman learn in silence with all subjection. But { suffer not a 
woman to tea,ch, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be 
in silence. For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam 
was not deceived but the woman being deceived was in the 

transgression." 

Peter, who is said to be the possessor of the keys of heaven, 
says, "' rrhose who marry are not guilty of sin, although the7 
will have trouble in the flesh.'' 
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Paul does not condescend to give her full liberty to learn. 
She is to remain dumb while learning. ,v e fail to understand 
the logic that is buried under the words of the saint. She may 
haTe the hard fortune of being debarred from assuming the 
role or a teacher, but it is sheerest cruelty to place obstacles in 
her way of obtaining the knowledge of God. She is further 
considered the sole author of sin which is, according to our 
Christian friends, a legacy which mankind inherits from their 
mother Eve. lb is an open affront put upon womanhood by the 
saint. '\Ve should like to know whether the bosb of virgins 
who are in these days taking an active parb in the missionary 
propaganda all ov~r the world are working in accordance with, 
or in open contravention of, the injunctions of tha chief saint. 
Peter's views a.bout woman are none the less abhorrent. He calls 
l1er a source of trouble in the flesh for mankind, and therefore, 
advises mankind to lead the life of celebacy if possible. The 
fellowship of woman and man is only a necessary evil with 
the fisherman-apostle, and results in trouble in \he flesh for 
the latter. Thus the door of spiritual advancement ii perma
nently closed upon her by the Gospel saints. 'fhe example of 
Jesuli and his behaviour towards hil!I mother go far to confirm 
the -views of the saints. If Christians to-day feel inclined to 
show some regard for womankind, we will be within our rights 
to say that it is due to some external influence, and not the 
teachings of the Bible, and that external influence can not but 
be a. healthy contact with Islam for years together. For a long 
time their ancient3, the successors of the Gospel-writers, have 
held the same obnoxious views respecting woman. 

According to St. Bernard, ,~ Woman is the organ of the 
devil." 

According to St. Antony, "Woman is the fountain or the 
arms of the devils, her voice is the hissing of the lierpenls," 
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According to St. Bona.venture, ~, Woman is a scorpion, ev.er 
ready to sting, she is the lance of the demon.'' 

According to St. Cyprian, '' Woman is the instrument 
which the devil uses to gain possession of our souls.'' 

According to St. Jerome, '' Woman is the gate of the devil, 
the road or iniquity, the sting of the scorpion." 

According to St. John Damascene, '' \Voman is a daughter 
of Falsehood, a sentinel of Hell, the enemy of peace : through 
her paradise has beeQ lost; of all wild beasta the most dangerou1 
is woman.'' 

According to St. Gregory the Great, ''Woman has the poison 
of an asp, the malice of a dragon." 

According· to me the writer of these lines, she is the dearest 
of friends, a safe-guard against sin, a counterpart of man 1uscept
able of all healthy and salutary influences, the fountain of Jove 
and affection mixed with gnidance and teaching for the young 
world. It was at her loving knees that I first learnt the name 
of mv Creator and it was again in her snug lap that I, then a 
helpless baby, learnt the first fundamental formula of l8lam 
which is the pith, the kernel and the very essence of I&lam, the 
religion of my father and others dearest and nearest to me. 

Here a superficial observer may bring forward the 1,opular 
objection that woman although said to enjoy the same priviJe391 
as her compeer, man, in the spiritual world, is denied the privi
lege of prophethood. Thia notion rests on the false impression 
that prophethood is a stage in the development of humanit;y, 
while it is not the case at a.II. Prophethood is no stage in the 
advancemeut of humanit,y. All men can not become prophet,. 
Communion wit,h G1,d is the highest 11tage in the editica.tion 
of the spiritual man and every man and woman is equally capable 
of getting to thi1 1tage. At the time of spiri,ual drougb', Go4 
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chooses one of those who !lave attained to bhe zenith of spiritual 

glory and sends His guidance to the people through him. Such 

a personago is tcrmod a prophet in theological technicality. 
Thus Prophethood is far from being anything like a point in 

spiritual progress. It is a speein.I rnoclus oprwrindi ordained by 
Divine will to meet the emergency of t;lw time. Woman's 

position can not fall in with the office of Prophethood; in 

a concourse her charms and a.ttracti ve be,m ty will prove a 

s~umbling block for one and a slipping stone for the other, and 

instead of holding, as a prophet should d 1), t1. beacon light to 

mankind, she will serve to thicken the gloom of sin and da,rkness 
of vice. Thus Prophethood has ever been the exclusive 

prerogative of man without undermining the status of the 
woman in the spiritual world. 

In short there are equal chances of spiritual progress for 
both the sexes and this equilibrium of rights in the main pursuit 

of life is maintained by Islam alone; Christ,ianity and other 
religions entirely disregard the spiritual side of woman, nay, thP.y 

even fail to bring the fair sex under the category of a spiritual 

being. This is all the more wonderful when we hear them 

champion the cause of woman and claim for her an equality of 

rights in the physical world. The weaker and the stronger 

can not get on equally in the competition of life, the latter is 

sure to out-run the former. In their impatience to make possible 
the impossible, they ignore the all-irn portaut side where the 

softer sex enjoys equality with the sterner sex. 

Attitude of Man towards Woman. 

Next it is for us to see what is the attitude of man 

towards woman in Islam. Let it be known at the very outsPt 
that Islam abhors even the faintest shadow of the "Might i~ 

right" cant. Man with his stronger body has no right to lord 

ib over the fair sex with a weaker constitution, In the Holy 
Book, God says:-
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l"""° lo:-""~..a; 1.J l-?-- yiJ 1-l°jt? , ... /~ i!..a,.~ c1.~ 4J.J I J..a_; t,-, 1 ,1"':;.:; J _, 

i.:.J I &i..a_; i.:.J"° 111J I 1 _,H ..... , ~-!--,{ 1 l.o."° ~~"°; 1l-.u.J _, l )l:-'jf 1 
(ft...,j) l.o.~1~ u~..z J.t? i.:.J is- 61J , 

"Ancl covet not that by which God hath raised some of you 
above others. The men shall be rewn.rded aocording to their 
:1.ctions, and the women shall be rewarded according to their 

actions. Of God, therefoi-e, ask His grace. Verily God bath 
knowledge of all things." (iv, 36.) In this verse God commands 

both the sexes that one should not be cast down on acconnb of 
her inferior physique, nor the other puffed up on account of his 
superior constitution, because this disparity in p11ysical condi

tion does not mean much for the purpose of the real object of 

humanity. 

Righteousness is the end, and the physical condition, be it 
weaker or stronger, does not count fer much in pursuance of 
that object. Bot,h are required to do good deeds in their own 

spheres and win the approbation of t;heir Creator, who knows all 
about them, who knows under what advantage or disadvantage 

each of them is working. Both are comma1ided to pray for the 

grace of God. 

It is now easy to see how woman and man are demanded 

by the divine will to pull on in life. Both will reap the fruit 

of their own doings and therefore neither of the two can have 

the hardihood to encroach upon, or in any way look down upon, 

the other. This verse of the Holy Book contrasts favourably 
with the words of St. Paul-'" As the Church is subject unto 

Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything." 

We certainly fail to make out whether the suffragette clamour 

of to-day is in consonance with the injunctions of the Bible. 
If St. Pa11l had ha,d occasion to ha.Ye a prospective view of om· 
times, when wome11 are pressing forward with all their might 

and main their claims for equal riihts with men, he would have 
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spoken more considerately and spared himself the trouble of 
casting an unmerited slur on the position of woman. The femi

nine pride of the European lady will surely be stung to the 
quick even on a cursory reading of the Gospels. That is not 
all. St. Paul further says 'Let the woman learn in silence with 
all subjection, For 1 suffer not a woman to teach, nor usurp 

authority over the man but to be in silence.'' And again the 
Saint says, u Let yOlu women keep silence in the church, for it 
is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded 

to be under obedience as also saith the law, and if they will 
learn anything, let them ask their husbands at home, for it isi a 
shame for women to speak in the church" The reason why 
womankind is doomed to perpetual subjection and continual sub
ordination is that "Adam was not deceived, but he woman being 
deceived was in transgression." It is all the more surprising to 
see that all this is from Paul the Coryphaeus in all the Christian 
orchestra of saints, from one who is magniloquently called St· 
Paul. The saint is not speaking arbitrarily ; he also alludes to 
the la.w which also gives the same verdict. 'rhe position of the 

woman is, according to St. Paul and the Christian law, one of 

abject subjection. It will be painful for our Christian friends 
and other Bibliolaten to see these antitheses brought so clearly 
face to face. The Holy Quran annihilates the disparity in the 
physical conditions of man and woman by declaring that both are 
to be judged according to thei1· deeds and both will reap the 
fruit of their respective handy-works. Both are 011 a common 
platform, neither claiming superiority over the other; both have 
to work out their salvu.tion independently of each other. Neither 
has tho right t11 hold the other in subjection against his or her 
will. Bnt the Bible condemns the softer sex to !ifl"'-long subser
vience and mean servitude. God further says in the Holy Quran

'-"J.;. _, 'i ..i..c:.. ! _, ,.__,...ii.; ~ ,-G r<jil.;. u f J J (' t: J I ;ii:i I l.f l.iJ J l,~. J l-! 

,l_j i..$ ~ J 11.lJ ) ) ,.ii J _, ,W ) ) J~,.{ ll ~ J l.ti.-G ~: J lcl-?- _, j ltl"' 

( I ,t_; ) 4~ J f~ i.:J b: 6.lJ I \:J I r lo.; ~ I_, ~ i.:J _,J 
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"0 men, fear your Lord, who hath created you from one soul 
and of his kind created his wife, and from these hat,h spread 
abroad so many men and women. And fear ye God in whose 
name ye ask mutual favours-and reverence the wombs that 
bear you. Verily is God watching you." (iv, 1.) '11his verse 

embodies a pointed and positive commandment about the kind 
treatment of womankind. Man and woman proceed from the 
same origin, being one and the same in nature and essence, 
therefore it is ordered that man finding woman weak and frail 
may not feel inclined to slight her or other\vise make light of 
her position in any way. He is commanded to fear God who is 

the Creator of woman quite as much as of man, and to show due 
respect for the female relations. 

'fhe injunction is very broad in its significance and very 
comprehensive in its application. All the female relatives and 
all walks of life and variety of circumstances are included there
m. Whatever be the position of man, a king or a coolie, and 
under whatever circumstances he may chance to be, he is to 
show proper regard for all the female relations) wife, mother, 
sister, daughter and so on. No disrespect and disregard of their 
rights and claims is to be tolerated in Islam. Then again the 
Holy Book says-

J~ _, lf~J 1 ,i!-:iJ 4"- 1 _, j 1 ~-'-id 1 i.:1,. r-'J l5B. l:J 1 &1i j c.l" _, 

6..o..o.. J -' L> J',. ~~ 
•~And one of Hie signs is, that He has created wives for you of 
your own species, that ye may dwell with them, and hath put 
love ancl tenderness between you. In this verse God appeals 
to the natural attraction which man feels towards woman on 
account of her charms. He appeals to the sense of joy and delight 
which man and woman derive from each other's company. When 
both feel irresistably drawn towards each other, and their union 
is a source of happiness for them, then it is only right that they 
may be joined together with love and kindness. What a sublime 
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conception of the relation which exists between man and woman 

is repr~sent,ed here. Love and kindness are to rule their union. 

No enforcement of the authority of man and no subservience on 
the part of woman are advocated in the Holy Book. Their 

mutual dealings and feelings are to be regulated not by authority 
but by love and kindness. Further on God says ~!. jJ ) l4!, J l!, 

J J U ~(~lA> J , r(-i:3 I I,; J _,..i"" I ''0 believers, save yourselves and 
your families from fire." Here God requir~s of man to turn his 
superior physical condition to good account. It is hereby en
joined upon him to help his wife and children in the acquisition 

of knowledge of God and other things that contribute to righte

ommess and godliness, and thus save them from hell-fire. Like St. 

Paul, the Holy Book does not drag in the question of authority, 
but btiautifully directs the physical superiority of man into 

safer and more useful channel. He is to protect woman and his 

family against sin the con~equence of which is the fire of hell. 

Man i;hould not ouly try to secure paradise for himself, bnt he 
should also try to take all of his connections with him. This 
we can do only when we entirely conquer selfishness and 
place all possible facilities in their way of ac~ing up to the 

teachings of the Holy Book. Man is made responsible for the 
education and right training of his wife and children without 
any sort of undue harshness and severity or rather with love 
and kindness. 

I can dare sa,y that no religion in the world elevates the 

position of woman in the sight of man, although all prof ass to 
do so as much a!'! Islam does. ':l1he votaries of every religion have 
much to say about the rights of woman, but unfortunately it is 

a.II unwarranted by their scriptures. 

Social Rights. 

Next point to be considered is the social right of women. 

Before dwelling upon this point, I beg to remark with meet pride 
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that it is in the holy religion of Islam alone and nowhere else 
that woman is entitled to social rights as an important unit of 
the society. an integral part of the comrnuniuy. To begin with, 
let it be borne in miu<l that the social rights of every individual 
of a society are to be determined in due proportion bo the parb 
the individual has to play in the movements and activities of 
the society. The amount, of In.hour each member has to 
spend and the na,ture of the work he or she has to perform go a 
long way towards fixing his or her status in the society, It is, 
therefore, neither necessary nor desirable nor even possible to 
equalise the social rigb ta of all the constituents of the society. 
It would have been feasable if every individual of the human 
species had been gifted with equal powers and capabilities. 
But as the powers and capabilities of every ingredient of human 

race vary and differ widely, their rights in the community 

must correspondingly vary and differ. 

It is the most cruel injustice to baulk any one of the 
society of his or her rightfnl share. Yet such is the case with 
every religion of to-day with the solitary exception of Islam. 
To those who would like to listen, let it be mine to tell the bitter 
truth that all the scriptures, whose adherents are rending the 
sky to-day with their noisy harangues on the equality of rights 
between man and woman, do not regard the fair sex as part 
and parcel of the society. 1\fan is the sum and substance 
of the society, woman is only a fungus of later growth, man 
forms the original primordial material of the society ; 
woman being a mere toy cobbled up later on or a costal 
bone of man merely to serve as an outlet for his sexual cravings 
and for no higher purpose. This is what can be gathered from 
the Bible account. Such being the O!lse in the Bible, the 
vociferous pleadings for the cause of wvmankind that break 

upon the listening ears are nothing short of a bolt from the clear 
blue. But if the Bible htls failed to notice the case of woman• 
kind, the Quran has not. It has laid down clear unmistakeable 
laws for her. ''It has elevated the woman ; it has shrouded a 
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with a halo of sacred innocence the tender yearli of the child." 

In the chapter entitled 'Women' God says : " With regard 
to your children, God commandeth you to give the male the 
portion of two females, and if they be females more than two, 

then they shall have the two-thirds of that which their father 
hath left: but if she be an only daughter, she shall have tihe 
half : and the father and mother of the deceased shall each of 
them have a sixth part of what he bath left, if he han a child; 
but if he have no child and hi& parents be his heirs, then 
his mother shall have the third: and if ho have brethren, his 
mother will have the sixth, a.fter paying the bequests he shall 
have bequeathed and his debts. As to your fathers or your 

children, ye know not which of them is the most advantageous 

to you. 'l'his is the ordinance of God. Verily God is Knowing 
and Wise! 

h Half of what your wives have shall be yours ; if they have 
no issue, but if they have issue, then a fourth of what they have 

shall be yours, after paying the bequests they shall bequeath 
and debts. 

~' And your wives shall have a fourth part of what ye 
leave, if ye have no issue, but if ye have issue, then they shall 
have an eighth part of what ye leave, after paying the 
bequests ye shall bequeath and debts. If a man or a woman 
make a diist,ant relation their heir, and he or she have a, 

brother or a sister, each of these two shall have a sixth ; 
bub if there are more than this, then shall they be sharers in 
a third, after payment of the bequests and debts without loss 
to any one. This is the ordinance of God and God is Know
ing and Gracious." These injunctions relative to inheritance 
speak volumes for womankind. She holds an equal position 
with man. She is an independent co-sharer and a true partner 
of man. Along with man she occupies a paralled position. If 

man's claim as father, son, brother, husband, etc., is considered 
in the apportionment of property, her claim as mother, daughter 
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sister, wife etc., is not ignored. Woman, like her opposite sex, 

iS entitled to keep up a property of her own on which man has 
not the least right to encroach. In the chapter 'Woman' 
further on we read, "0 believers, it is not allowed you to be 
heirs of your wives against their will." l!o\V independent is 
the position of the fair sex in hlam! Agllin even at the time 0£ 
divorce man is forbidden to lay baud on his wife's belongings. 
The Holy Book says, '' And if ye be desirous to exchange one 
wife for another and have given one of them a treasure make no 
deduction from it. Would ye take it by slandering her, and 
with manifest wrong." Wife can inherit her husband's pro

perty and vice versa. Is there any other religion in the 
world, is there any scripture on the surface of the earth which 
has assigned such an independent position to woman. We 
boldly say 'there is none.' From tropical suns down to the 
polar snO\VS our challenge has boomed like thunder for centuries 
together, but not a voice is ever heard in response. Her share 
again is not ont of proportion to her corresponding pa.rt in the 
activities of the world. Her comparatively passive condition 
bas had due regard in the formation of inheritance laws. To 
strengtnen her status still more, the husband is made responsible 
for the sustenance aud support of his wife and children. 'l'he 
wife is to maintaiu her property, but does as a right fall back 
upon her husband for sustenauce and other necessaries of .life. 
What makes her case stronger and more stable still is that the 
dow-ry fixed at the time of nuptials becomes payable to her after 
the marriage. In short she is to receive from all possible sides 

to which she is linked with the tie of kinship, but is not bound 
like man to expeud anywhere, and no male member of the 
community is allowed to lay hand on the property of any of 
the female roember against her will, no ma.tter be she bis wife, 
mother, daughter, sister or any ralation remote or near. Thus 
much about inheritance. As regards the duties man and woman 

mu~ua.lly owe to each other, God says in the Holy Book :-
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1-lJ } _, ~ JJ 1.:,1t~.c J l-?- }.J _, u , JJt4J l! 1.:,1t~.k.c 1....5' jJ l J1,.., 1.!J4J , 

(~a. j~ ;.c '' And the husbands owe duties to their wives just as the 
wives 0 we duties to their husbands, with all fairness, yet are the 

men a step above them ; and God is Mighty, Wise.'' Both are 
ordered to behave towards each other fairly and both are required 

to Teciprocate each other's actions. Man is <lcrnanded to be more 

particular on account of his superior physicn.l condition. Woman 
is not exposed to servile subjection, she is not thrown bound hand 
and foot at the mercy 0£ the husband. She stands on her own 
legs. She owes certain duties to the husband and the husband 
owes certain duties to her aud so there are evidently manifest 
chances of smooth and even living. 

Then comes the most important item of the social rights 
of woman, i.e., the divorce question. 1.'his question has been 
fully dealt with in these pages aLd need not be taken up again 
unless of course some necessity arises for so doing. For the 
present I consider it will be a sufficiem; j 11stificatiou for the 

institution of divorce for my purpose if I merely quote the 
verses of the Holy Book bearing on the subject. H For those 
who intend to separate from their wives shall be a period of 
waiting for four months; but if they go back from their purpose, 

then verily God is Gracious, Merciful : and if they resolve on 
a. divorce, then verily God is He who heareth and knoweth: 
and the divorced shall await the result by themselves until they 

have 1:iad their courses thrice, nor is it a.llowable for them to 
conceal what God bath created in their wombs, if they believe 
in God and the last day; and it will be more just ju thdr 
huobands to bring them back when in this state, if ti:iey desire 
a reconciliation." "You lt}ay divorce your wives twice, but 
after that, ye must either retain them with kindness or put them 

away with benefits. But it is not allowed you to appropriate 

to yourselves aught of whab ye have given to them, unless both 

fear thab they can not keep within the bounds set up of God, 
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A11J if ye fear that they can not observe the ordinances of' 

God, then no blame shall attach to either of you for what thei 

wife shall herself give for her redemption. These are the bounds; 

of God : therefore overstep them not, for whoever oversteppethi 

the bounds of God are evil-doers. Then if t,he hnsband divorce· 
her a third time, it is not lawful for him to take her again, until 
she shall have married another husband, and he also divorce 
her; then shall no blame attach to them if they return to each 
other thinking that they can keep withio the bounds fixed of 
God; He maketh them clt•ar to those who have knowledge. And 
when ye divorce women, and they have reached the prescribed 
time, either retain them Nith generosity or put them away with 
generosity: but retain them not by constraint so as to be uujust 
towards them. He who doth so, doth in fact injure himself.'' 

·'And when ye divorce your wives, and they have reached 
thE- prescribed time, hinder them not from marrying their 

husbands when they have agreed among themselves in an 
honourable way. This warning is for him among you who 
believeth in God and in the last day. This is most pure for 
you and most decent. And God bath knowledge, but ye kno,v 
not. Moreover mothers, when divorced, shall give suck to their 

children two full years, if the father desire that the suckling 

be completed: and snch maintenance and clothing as is fair for 

them shall devolve on the father. No person shall be charged 
beyond his means. A mother shall not be pressed unfairly for 

her child, nor a father for his child : and the same with the 
father's heir. But if they choose to wean the child by mutual 
consent and consultation; it shall be no fault in them.'' 

''It shall be no crime in you, if ye divorce your wives 
so long as ye have not consummated the marriage, nor settled 
any dowl'y on them: And provide for them-he who is in easy 
circumstances accvrJing to his means and he who is straitened 
according to his means-with fairness : This is a duty for those 
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who do what is right. But if ye divorce them before con• 
summation, and have already settled a dowry on them, ye shall 
give them half of what ye have settled, unless they make a 
release or he make a rele:tse in w hqse hand is the marriage tie. 
But if ye make a relense, it will be nearer akin to piety. And 

forget not generosity one towards another; verily God beholdeth 

your doings.'' "For the divorced let there be a fair provision. 

This is a duty for the God-fearing." It is needlss to expatiate 
on this point any more, the words of the Holy Boole being 

self-evident, Divorce is allowed unqer an extreme necessity 

and absolutely uncontrollable emergency. When the wife and 
the husband cease to be true friends and genuine well-wishers of 
each other, when their relation io each other fails to be a source 

of happiness and bliesful joy, when their feelings are characterised 
by irreconcilable hatred and ill-will against each other, it is 
high time for them to part with each other, for an iil-matched 
union is a dreadful error. This problem may not be under

stood to have been dealt one-sidedly in the holy religion of 

Islam. Wife is allowed to get rid of the husband quite as 

much as the husband of his wife. This institution is called 
'd. ' h 1vorce w en the husband seeks to leave the wife, and' Khula' 

when the wife seeks to forsake her mate. Such an even-banded 
justice to both parties is not t.o be met with in any scripture 

but in the Holy Book of falam. Other scriptures either fail 

to make any provision for emergent cases which though few 

and far between do sometimes arise, or make only meagre one• 

sided provision, if thev do care to make any at all, the side of 

W,;man being neglected altogether. But the Quran being a perfect 
moral code <loes not leave any phase of the practical side of 

man and wnma,n out of consideration. The Bible with all its 

volubibity autl superabundant verbosity ca.n spa.re ouly n word for 

this proble111 "whosoever shall put away hit1 wife, s,iviug for t.he 

cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery.'' How miser

ably the much-vaunted ethical code of the Christiam1 fails in this 
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respect. Certainly a considerable falling off is observable here 
in the practical ideal of human life. 

Islam has placed all possible obstacles in the way of both 
the parties to this extreme step. Divorce is not allowable under 
the impulse of th3 moment. Divorce period is to extend over 
about 3 .nonths, during which period all suitable means are sug
gested to bring about a reconciliation. Moreover, husband is 
required to pay the dowry fixed to the wife before divorce if the 
former seeks separation. Wife is enjoined to relinquish all claim 
to the dowry, if she desires separation. In short, Islam has left 
no stone unturned to render this painful necessity as difficult as 
possible. 

It is sometimes alleged that Islam haq done deliberate in
justice to the social aspect of womankind by introducing the 
Female Seclusion system. This subject has also been thoroughly 
discussed in these pages and all possible objections to the system 
have been completely refuted. There is, therefore, no 
ueces;iity for reverting to the subject again. Suffice it to say 
th:iL t1t0 home is woman's realm, the family are her subjects 
w !tom she sways with the sceptre of love. She is not precluded 
from going out on business in a modest. womanly manner. The 
principle underlying the seclusion system is that woman, gifted 
as she is by nature with charms and attractions for man, may not! 

become a source of evil temptation and a cause of corruption for 
the society. Perfect chastity and purity of soul can not b~ 
secured unless and until all possible meaus of evil and all pos• 
sible inroads of vice are permanently blocked. It is a madcap 
folly to put the kettle on fire and prevent boiling. Islam lays 
all necessary stress on the practical side of human race. In all 
injunctions this practical side is brought to the fore front. As a. 
result, Muhammadan countries are almost absolutely free from 
those vices which so thickly darken the face of Christendom to
day. The living facts stand for themselves and no artful ma-
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noeuvre of plausible rhetoric can prove to the contrary. 

Relation of Man and Woman. 

The last point to be considered in this paper is the relation 

of man and woman as set forth in the Holy Book of Islam. 

God says in the Holy Book : ~tJ r....r l~J r" J _, r!J r....r t~J \!J4 

'' They (the wives) are a garment for you and you are agar

ment for them.'' In this verse God illustrates the relation of 

wife and hu~band in ll beaatiful analogy. Husband is agar
ment for his better half who in her turn is a garmAnt for him. 
The analogy is perfectly illustrative of the case. Garments 

serve a three-fold purpose; protection against heat and cold, 
covering of the nakedness, and a means of embellishment and 
grace. Similarly husband and wife rejoice in each other's com

pany. One is a source of comfort and happiness for the other. 
Man is naturally inclined to companionship. He is a gregari
ous being. Wife is for him a loving companion. Again wife 
and husband safegnard each other against immorality. Thirdly, 

the homestead is dull and insipid without a wife. 8he, there
fore, imparts a graceful tone to the household. Surely a lofty 
ideal of wifehood ! Furthermore the Holy Book says :-

g..,.1:1,,, J _, i J ,,. ('.G~! J.,.~, •~ He hath placed between you love 

and tenderness." A sentiment of love and kindness is to regulate 
their attitude and behaviour towards each other. 

Again God says in the chapter entitled 'Woman':-

1 )lb }' \!J J ._,-.11.; l.!lli, ,-+1A> Js \!J l; ~ _, 1~ ... J l~ \!Jli, ')~ l.c ! 

( r ,l-j) J Jt,s I J!:6. 6.!:; .1.lJ J J.11.~~ _, U!:..:::, 

"And deal kindly with them ; and if yon hate them, do not 
put them away, for it may happen that you bate a thing wherein 
God hath pl:-1,cAd abundant good " (iv, 23). God t·xpressly 

enjoins upon ruan to mete out kind treatment to his wife and 

do his best to put up with her for God's sake even though r:he 
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is not to his liking. Husband is not allowed to take back any• 
thing from his wife at the time of divorce, however large trea· 
sures of gold he may have lavished upon her. Besides, he has 

no right to keep her in his house against her will after the 
divorce. At another place God says:-

" And if a wife fdar ill usage or aversion on the part of her 
husband, then shall it be no fault in them if they can agree 
with mutual agreement, for agreement is best. Men's souls are 
prone to avarice ; but if ye act kindly a11d piously, then verily, 
your actions are not unnoticed by God I '' 

Here a free appeal is made to their spirit of toleration. 
Should there spring up ill-feelings between husband and wife, it 
is advisable for them to come to terms and take all possible 
steps to bring back concord and good-will. In short, wife is to the 
husband a source of blissful happiness, a cause of pride and manly 
grace, and a true friend, and so also the husband to the wife. 
The husband is required to pull on with her even if she is not 
after his heart, and should by chance matters come to such a 
paes that separation may become inevitable, the husband is 
not permitted to get back anything of what he has already 
given her. Moreover he is not allowed t,o usurp the property 
of his wife in any way, and has to pay her the dowry fixed quite 
willingly. Thus it is clear beyond the shadow of a doubt that 
the ideal of wifehood in Islam is pre-eminently nobler and 
higher than that kept up by other religions. 

We are not in a position to say what was the ideal of wife
hood with Jesus Christ who did not marry at all. But if his 
·,iews are to be commensurated with his conduct in life, his life
long celebacy can not fail to throw a, side light on his inner 
feelings towards woman. The way in which he, the Christian 
deity treated his mother is very significant. Jesus's first 

miracle was prefaced by his insulting the mother that bore him. 
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ri'he introduction of a fresh supply of wine among those who 

were already 'well drunk' is au act which only the prejudiced 

ingouuity of a Christian priest could reconcile with any defensi

ble moral code. But it is not with the Bacchanalian proclivities 

of Jes1:1s that I have at present to deal. When his moth~r drew 

his attention to the fact that the sn pply of wine had been ex
hausted, his response to hor was the ever memorable and ever 
execrable "Woman, what have I to do with thee.'' All the 
ingc11uity of thoologicu.l casuistry has uot been able to take 
awu.y the i;ting of diHrespGct and effrontery from this notorious 

cxprm;i;ion. lksi<los the example of Jesus, we have the credible 

tcs~irnony of the w;:;ll known philosopher, John Stuart Mill, to 
the low ideal of wifehood iu Christian religious law. '~ We are 

continua,lly told," remarks he, '' that civilisation and Christi
anity have restored to woman her just rights. Me:1.nwbile the 
wife is the actuc1.l bund-~ervn.ut of her husband ; no less so, 

as far as legal oblig:it,iou goes, than slaves commonly so called. 

She vows a lifo-loag obcdienoe to him at the altar, and is held 

to it all thn,ugh her life by law. Casuists may say that the 
obligation of obedience stops short of participation iu crime, bu Ii 

it certainly extends to everything else. She can do no act wlrnt
ever but by his permission, at least tacit. She can acquire no 

property but for him; the instant it becomes her8 evtn if by 
inheritance, ii; b0co1111's ip!~O ,t,icto his. In t.hi.'I respect the wife's 
position under tho common law of England is worse than that 
of slave,,; in t,h0 laws or many con11tries ; by the Roman 
law, for examplP, a sl:we might have peculium, which, to a 

certaia extent, th0 law guaranteed him for his exclusive use.'' 
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Thoughts. 
A number oE thoughts have been running and chasing each 

other through my mind and I should like to give them freedom. 

But I find a difficulty, one that often occurs in such cases. The 

thoughts come tumbling over each other, jostliug one another 

in their ea~erness to be free, so that they can scarcely be caught 

as they flash into being like glittering gems and then as suddenly 

drop out of existenc,J, only tv retlll'l1 a,nJ p,1,,3 awa.y again and 
a.gain; just so a, the waves of a soa, recoil and retnrn and break 

and crumble into nothingness un the shore. Tlrnn I have a 

difficulty in giving my thoughts a ruim8, for I have buen thinking 

gener:..1,lly on those men tha,t thoughtless people commonly call 

-~heretics" and on one in particuln,r to whom the epithet has 
been often applied. But I have come to the conclusion that if I 
ma.de use of the word ,~ heretic " or '' heretici:," as a title, 

the contents of the article might be misconstrued and perhaps 

c,mdemned without reading, so I have decided to give it a less 

prominent title and 1:1imply to jot down the thoughts as they are 

tossed into the realms of being, dancing and glcrncing and flash

ing as they flow. 

In t,he con tern plation of the uni verse, we find phenomenon 

after phenomenon crnwding npon our sc11ses ; cea1:1tless move

ment, n.s if there was no permanency in the ent.ire cosmos; 

everythi11g seemi11g1y in a transient i,;!ate ; moving on from point 

l,o point; at tinH1s slowly, at others witli great, rapidity. Amid 

all this change is it possible for anything to be permanent? 

Ye:., 'l1rn r,h i,, eternal, it knows no charge ; it is the sam0 

ye"'terchr, t,o-day, and for ever; 110Lhing can overthrow it; 
11nthing e\>11qlln. Yut although trut,h is cv~r the same ,vhile 
old tnlLh-i remain, new truths ever crowd npoll us as knowkdge 

growo from more to more aud man's experience widen~ with 
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the cycles of the sun. So through all the ages we find the 
human mind attempting to unravel the so•called secrets of the 
universe, seeking to arrange and synthesise the facts presented 
to us by the phenomena of nature, and to solve the problems 

underlying the everchanging panorama. 

The mind itself cannot be said to be permanent ; the ideas 
of our childhood are generally different from the ideas we 
believe in, in our manhood days ; our manhood has become 
enriched by further experience and the deeper study of ihe 
various aspects of life presented to us day by day and year by 
year as we travel onward through our earthly course. In the 
majority of cases the change in our ideas is so gradual that we 
do not recognise its taking place and remain practically uncons• 
cious of the process. In some cases thoughts or ideas change 
rapidly and with them the motives of conduct, the change being 
brought about by some sudden emotional phase quickened by the 
movement of the environment; this phase Europeans have 
termed ''conversion'' taking place in certain lines of thought 
and action, principally those of religion. 

Pt:lople in general belong to the religion of their 

parents; because in their zeal for the spiritual welfare of their 

offapring parents bring them up in the faith that they themselves 
look upon as true, namely, the faith of their fathers. It is quite 
right that this should be so, it is the dut.y of parents to teach 
the children what they believe to be true; but they should 
under no circumstances attempt to curb t,he child's spiritual 
development although that development takes into channels 
they never knew. 

It has been the general practice of humanity to look down 
upon and hold in scorn or contempt tliose who iu later and 

maturer years have casb aside the beliefs of their parents and 
sought fresh truths in higher and nobler spiritual fields. Why 



1910.J THOUGHTS, 518 

should this be so? Why should it be accredited to a man as a 

disgrace to discard for ever opinions he has come to look upon 
as false and to stand boldly forth as an advocate of doctrines 
he now accepts as true ? Is it not the greatest and noblest 
action a man can perform to stand forth undaunted for what he 
believes to be the 'l,ruth; so long as his actions do not interfere 
with the same liberty as applied to his fellow-men? When I 
find a man who after deep study has come to the conclusion 
that the faith of his fathers, the faith he was brought up in, is 
wrong and who has conscientiously adopted another creed, J 
respect that man no matter what his opinions are ; his position 
at least shows that he is in earnest in his search for 'l'ruth. 
Perhaps of course this sympathy on my part may be due to 
the fact that I myself have long since given np the faith of my 
fathers, and that I too suffered scorn and other revilings for the 
act. But over and above this, we have all to remember that 
every change in civilization, every step of progress means the 
castiug away of ideas believed in by our fathers. Every 
reform is the weeding out of old and the putting on of new 
forms. 

Mussalmans ought principally to remember that there was 

one man above all others, who was called upon not only to give 
up himself, but to overthrow completely Lhe religion of his 

parents, relatives and people. He was in the strict 8ense of the 

term the greatest '' heretic." That man the deliverer of 

humanity, the founder and the pill.u· of our Faith : Moharnrne,J, 

Rasou,l (o.w.b.p). All around ignorance was rife; the land 
was in a turmoil : no unity of the tribes was po-.si ble: although 
some vague, indefinite form of social order might be maintained 
in the family n.ud the tribe ; in the nation as a whole social 
organisation had no value, and religion generally was a mixture 
appei'l.iing sometimes as debased idolatry, at others showing 
even a cuntempt for the idols tha.t were being invoked. 
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One evening on the bleak and barren mountain of Hira, in 

a cave in the bosom of the hill, the word came to the noblest 
of the Arabs bidding him arise and call upon the nations to 

retnrn to the true path, pointed out by the patriarchs of old ; 
back to the worship of the one God. 

'fbe dark eyes fla.ghed with the light of holy inspirations, he 

called, and men heard him, and men believed; and his spirit, 

t,he sonl of [.;dam became a living thing, a purifying fire, whose 

fhmei lea.pt through the nat,ions and clothed in light a myriad 
hills and vales ft·om the O:rns and the Indus to the Atlantic and 

the Pyrenees. Paganism went down before it as a. moth in a 
candle flame, and Christianity was swept backwards to the 
bulwarks of the west; and civilization advanced by leaps and 
bounds ; there were now fixed laws where before might only 
was the right ; and nation~Ll unity where before none existed. 

Learning, science and literature which had during the early 

ages of Christian rule become under the Greek and Roman 

Churches almost extinct, were under the beneficent and 
tolerant principles of Islam resuscitated. 'rhe empire of the 

Kll'llifa-i took its stand in the van of the world's thought, as the 
pioneer Hind patron, and the producer of all that was good and 
noble and chn.rit,itble nnd virtuons and reverent and courteons; 

steadfast in faith and l10n1lnr, strong of purpose, yet clement 

n.nd merciful. 

Snch the principles laid down and incnlcated, such the 
light that lsln.m she<l upon the world. Had it not been for it 
t,here wonld have been 110 regenerat.ion of Christianity on the 

pues of the renaissance, no Protostant re-format.ion. The renasc

Pn,10 1lf Christen<lom was simply the on tcome of the permeation 

(lr t,he hotly polit,ic ancl social by Islamic ~ciPnce, poetry nnd art 
nml thought whbh revoh1t,ionis1!d Ca.t,holicism. The Christianity 

of to-day, not as believed in or understood by the lower stra.ta, of 
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the European population and the converts and adherents in t,he 
East, but as believed in and taught by her leading thinkers, is 

simply the production of Muslim contact through the Moors of 

Spain and the Arabs of Sicily, and in Rome points their doctrines 

although an advance on t-he Catholicism of the middle ages have 

not yet reached the pure monistic form of their Muslim 

teachers. 

Abul-feda was the first to direct attention to the inconsis

tencies of the Pentateuch and the pronounced materialistic tone 

pervading it ; also its solecisms, want of cohrence ; and that ii 
contains no mention of a future or of Hie immortality of the 

soul. In so doing he laid the foundation of Biblical criticism. 
All these results and a thousand others because the greatest 
of the Arabs had dared t,o discard and oppose t,he religion of 
his people. 

There is no reason why the Muslim should not again lead 
the ra.nks of thought even as his fathers did of old, if they will 

but keep b:➔ fore their minds the example of that one man, who 
stood forth a true enthusiast in the cause of the one God, 

alone amid 1,lle populace. 'l'hey will have to struggle to 

attain tu :,uch a position, but think on the severity of that 

struggle centuries ago during those days and nights in the lonely 

cave of Hira, amid the solitude of those bleak Arabian hills, 
when the revealer of our Faith suffered extremely both mental 

anguish and physical prostration ; and, how often after such 

suffering he arrived home exhausted to receive the tender sym
pathy, kindly encouragement and loving watchfulness of his 
noble wife. 

Until, at last, the time came when on the night of Power 
he recognisei that he was called upou to become a messenger ; 

that it was his sacred duty to bear aloft the torch of Reason and 
to uphold a.mid privation a.nd suffering, amid scoffs and jeers 

and persecution, amid sunshine and sha.dow, and 11torm and 
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cnlm, the purity and holiness of the eva.ngel he was called upon 

to deliver. To show to the world an unequalled example of 
~incerity of purpose, fidelity of action, disinterestedness of aim, 
honoura.blenesi of character, fortitude under trials and afflictions; 

and in the moment of success, all the noblest ideals of humanity, 
mercy, charity, forgiveness and tolerance. 

Li1t to the Prophet's words of fire 
'fhat kindled wild .Arabia's land ; 

The days of solitude inspire, 
Muhammed roie at God's command. 

Al Kader morn beheld the dawn 

Of Islam in its splendour shine ; 
A light on Hira's mountain shone, 
A sacred luatre, flame diYine. 

'' Cry,'' said a Yoice in a.ogel tones; 
'' In Allah's name with joy elate, 
" Beneficent, the Lord of ,hrones, 

'' The merciful, compassionate ; 
" Allah, majestic king of heaven, 
" Directed mankind how to write ; 

" By whom the wondrous pen waa given 
" Of inextinguishable light '' 
He cried aloud, the nationa cam~, 

At Allah's footstool bow'd the head ; 

Onward the never dying flame, 

The light of Islam ever sped ; 

It brightens now on Indian strand, 

It, tongues are leaping in the breeze; 

The fire that ran thro' A.fric land 
And kissed the northern Pyrenees ; 

The graces of the Spanish Moor, 

The glory of his vanishe-i line ; 

The leaming a.nd the literature, 
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The science and the art divine. 
Muslims arise, again reiitore 

The splendours that Omeya. knew ; 

The peerless race en-Nasir bore ; 
And Akbar's wondrous days renew ; 
Let learning spread again her light, 
And science stretch her golden wings ; 
Then yours tbe flowery fields bedight, 

With all the wealth that .knowledge brings. 

517 

The yoke is on us and we must follow the call, whereTer 
and ,vhenever it may lead; there is no reason why we should 

falter or even for an instant hold our hands back from the 
plough. We have accomplished something in the past ; perhaps 
we may even have builded better than we thought. But 
whether much or little there must be. no relaxation of our effort■, 
we must still strain every nene and put forth every effort 
pos~ible into the work before ns; strong in the armour of Islam 
and fearing nothing. It would be a. good thing for ua if we 
sometimes asked ourselves the question:-•' Wha.t have we been 
doing?'' and then answered ourselves plainly what we had bean 

doing. Perhaps then if we find that we ha.d been thinking 
more of ')ursel ves than others, it will spur us to more energetic 
exertions and makf> us look with more kindliness and apprecia• 
tion on the efforts of others, no matter how feeble or how futile 
they appear to us to be. '' Allah not bring their words to 
naught.'' No, their purpose will be fulfilled. No saying nor 
action can entirely pass away, it has some result even though ib 

ho hidden from us. There can be no hesitation, no holding 
ha.ck:, seeing our duty we mu:it press onward to the goal. For 

truth flings far her bltl.zon to winds and rides triumphant along 
the morning realms of worlds, of things and men, and truth will 
conquer in the end. 

YEHY A.-EN-NASR PARKINSON. 
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The ~eligion of the Parsees. 
The Pa.rsees are followers of Zoroaster and believe in the 

A vesta. as their sacred book. Zoroastrianism was the date 
religion when the Muslims entered Persia as conquerors, but 
it was swept before the rising tide of Islam. Notwithstand
ing the full religious liberty granted to the oeople by their 
Muslim rulers, the Zoroastrians as well a~ the followers of 
other religions embraced the new faith with amazing eagerness. 

Speaking of the toleration of the Muslims, the Christian author 
of the " Preachings of Islam'' says, " The Zoroastrian priests 
had acquired an enormous influence in the stati •••• The1 took 
ad va.nt-age of their position to persecute all th.:,se religious bodies 

-(and they were mauy)-that dissented from them. Besides the 
numerous adherents of older forms of the Persian religion, there 
were Christians, Jews, Sabaeans and numerous sects in which 
the ·Jpeculations of Gnostics, Manichaeans and Buddhists found 
expression ......... The followers of all these varied forms of faith 
could breathe ag1in under a rule that granted them religions 
freedom and exemption from military service on payment of 
a light tribute." Speaking of the rapid spread of Islam in 
Persia, the same writer says : u That this widespread conversion 

w~s not due to force or violence is evidenced by the toleration 
extended to those who still clung to their ancient faith. Even 
to the present day, there arc some small communities of fire. 
worshippers to be found in cert.ain districts of Peroia., and 
though these have in later years often had to suffer persecution, 
their ancestors in the early centuries of the Hegira enjoyed a re
markable degree of toleration; their fire-temples were reapected, 
and we eren ren.d of a, Muhammadan General (in the reign of Al

:Mu'tasim, 833-842 A. D.) who ordered an Imam and a. Mu'azzin 
to be flogged because they had destroyed a fire-temple in Sughd 
and built a mosque in its place. In the tenth century, three 
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oentnrica after the conquest of the country, fire-temples were to 
be found in Iraq, Fars, Kirman, Sijistan, Khurasan, Jibal, 
Azarbijan, and Arran, i. e., in almost every province of Persia. 
In Fars itself there were few cities in which fire-temples and 
Magiana were not to be found. Ash Sharastani also (writing as 
late as the twelfth century), makes mention of a :fire-temple at 
Isfiniya, in the neighbourhood of Baghdad itself. 

11 In the face of such facts, it is surely impossible to attribute 

the decny of Zoroastrianism to violent conversions made by 

the Muslim conquerors. 'rhe number of Persians who embraced 
Islam in the enrly days of the Arab rule was probably very 

large from the various reasons given above, but the late survival 

of their ancient faith and the occasional record of conversion8 

in the course of successive centuries, render it probable 
that the acceptance of Islam was both peaceful and volun
tary ...... Scanty as these notices of conversions are, yet the very 
fact that such can be found up to three centuries and a half after 
the Muslim conquest is clear testimony to the tolerc1.tion the 
Persian• enjoyed, and argues that their conversion to Ishun wi.s 

peaceful, and to somo extent at least, gradual." 

The followers of Zoroaster do not, at the present day, number 
more than 82,000 persons. Iu Persia, they are to be found at 
Kirman, Yazd and Teheran, bnt the greater number is found 

in Bombay, nnd in some of thE. cities of Gujarat. The Indian 
Parsee:; are the descendants of the ancient Persians, who emig

rated to India about the year 710 and were welcomed by the 
Hindu Raja of Baroda.. They wear a peculiar hat 1,ha.ped like a 

horse's hoof, which was origiually assumed as a token of sub
misrion to the rulers cf their adopted country. Tha. first act a 
devout Parsee does a.fter getting out of bed is his morning prayer. 

'rhen he rnbs ou his face and other parts of his body a little 
nirang or cow-11riue as a protection ag·ainst the influence of Devas 
Qf eril spirit::!, '11hey believe ii+ two spirits, A.hura Mazda, 01· good, 
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and Deva or evil, which are ever striving for supremacy, but they 
believe that 3,000 years after Zoroaster, a Prophet will be born 
from the seed of Zoroaster who '' will destroy evil, purify the 
world, and make Mazda.ism supreme." It is strange that all the 

greau prophets of the world have independently of one another, 
foretold of the appearance of a great prophet ii;i the latter ages 
and all describe him as coming to destroy evil, to spread peace 

in the world and to make the true religion supreme. Besides, all 
the religions represent him as comings in '' the latter days,'' '•the 

last ages.'' '•the end of age,'' ''the end of time.'' The Zoroastrians, 
the Hindus, the Buddhists, the Christians and the Muslims all 
have been expecting the advent of this messenger. Again, it also 
appears that this promised messenger wa.s to appear in the east. 
" Who raised the righteous man in the east " asks Isaiah (xli, 2). 
Jesus also in his charac~eristic way points to the east as the place 
of his advent (Matt. xxiv, 27, 28): rrhe Holy Prophet (may peace 
and the blessings o_f God be upon him) pointed with his finger to 
the east. 'l'he Hindu looks to India itself as the place of the 
appearance of the illustrious ai,atar at the end of K.aljug or 
iron age. A stndy of these prophocies shows that they all refer 
to one and the same personage. That prophet has already 
appeared and he 1s no other than Ahmad of Qadian. He came 
with all the signs and established his claim with numerous and 

mighty prophecies, He came like lightning ~nd has passed 
away like lightning. The seed he has sown has already sprouted 
forth into a tender plant ; it is making a steady progress, and is 
destined in due t.ime to spread on the whole world. The propa
ganda started by him is like the new moon which will wax into 
full moon in due time. Then evil will be completely destroyed 
and purity will reign in the earth. 

•It ia curious that the Holy Prophet describes the promised meesenger to be of 

Persian deacent. Ahmad, in whom the prophecy ha• been fulfilled, wa1 actlllllly 
of Per1iau extraction. 
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To return to the religion of the Parsees. According to them 
the life of man is divided into two parts,-the life on Earth and 
the life beyond the grave. The latter life is the result of the 
deeds done in the former. All thoughts, words, and deeds o( 
man are recorded in the book as separate items and the evil 
deeds are entered as debts. The evil deeds cau be counter
balanced by good deeds. No one can enter paradise but he 

must ra.ss over a bridge which lies on the way to heaven. If his 
good deeds out-balance his evil deeds, he pas8es forthwith into 
heaven. If evil deeds outweigh good deeds, the torments of hell 
are his portion fol' ever. If the good and the evil are equally 
balanced, the sonl passes into an intermediate state and his fate 
remains undecided until the lm;t day of Judgment. These 
teachings of Zoroaster are almost identical with those of the 

Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God bA upon them 
both). The Holy Quran says, •~ And just balances will We set 

up for the day of resurrection, so that no soul be wronged in 

aught; and if a work be but the weight of a grain of mustard 
seed, We would bring it forth to be weighed ; and our reckoning 
will suffice.'' (xxi, 48). Again, " And the weighing on that day 
shall be with justice ; and they whose balances shall be hPavy, 
thePe are they who shall be happy ; and they whose balances shall 
be light, these are they who have loRt their soul. (vii, 7). And 

again, '' Then as to him whose balances are heavy-his shall 

be a life that shall please him well, and as to hi 111 whose balances 
are light, his dwelling place shall be hell." (ci, 5, 6). ,vith regard 
to the evil deeds being ann\llled by the good actions, the Holy 
Quran says: "And observe prayer at each morning, at the close 
of the day, and at the approach of night,-verily good deeds 
drive away evil deeds,--'rhis is a warning for those who 
reflect.'' (xi, lln). '£he Holy Quran goes a step fort,her. 

According to it, g0od deeda not only aunul evil deeds, they some
times eveu turn them into good deeds. Thus it says, "Save 
thoae who ha,vo repented and believed and d•lle righteous worl.s 
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-as to \hem, God wi11 change their evil things into good things; 
!or God is Gracious, Merciful." (xxv, 70). This is not the only 
teaching of Zoroaster which is analogous to that of the Holy 
Prophet {may peace and the blessings of God be upon him). He 
taught many things which were also taught by the Holy Prophet, 
bu\ the limits of this article do not permit me to refer to them 
all. Thi, remarkable similarity between the teachings of these two 
prophets bears out the truth of the Quranic statement that there 
is not a people but a warner hath been sent to it, and that the 
Holy Prophet is not a prophet of new doctrines. 'rhis analogy 
is also a convincing proof of the fact that the teachings of both 
these prophets emanated from one common source and that 
source was no other than the Divine Being Himself. This 
analogy is not restricted to the teachings of the Iranian and the 
Arabian Prophets; it is common to all the prophets of the world; 
but the similarity between the doctrines of these two prophets is 

particularly striking. This similarity is not confined to general 
principles, but also extends to the minutest details. For in
stance, they not only taugth that ilhere is a heaven and a hell be. 
yond the grave, but even the descriptions which they gave of theRe 
places of bliss and torment correspond to the minutest details. 

One of these details is the teaching of the Holy Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him) with regard to the 

Sirat which corresponds to Zuroaster's description of the bridge 
which lies the way t.o heaven. 1,his close similarity between 

the doctrines of thes two prophets fillR us with admiration for the 
Iranian Prophet. He truly. mui.t have been a. great prophet, for 
there are very few prophets whose doctrines and whose personal 
experiences bear so marked a resemblance to those of the last 
and the great.est or the Prophets (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upoil him) as those of Zoroa,;ter do. '!1118 companions of 
the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessiugli of God be upon 
him) alim pai,l him the honour due to a prophet aud they placed 
bis followers on & par with those of .Moses and Jesus, according 
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to them the same treatment which they accorded to the followers 
of other prophets. 

The more ignorant of the Parsees worship the element,, fire, 
water, and earth and the hea.Tenly bodies, the sun, moon and 
stars, as god,, but the more intelligent among them reverence 
them merely as the hefty gifts of God. They stoutly deny that 
they are fire-worshippers. fhe original emigrants from Persia 
brought the embers of the sacred fire from Central Asia, and 
the sacred fires that are now burning in the Parsee temples at 
Bomba.y are said to have been kindled about 3,000 years ago. 

The Parsee custom of exposing their dead to be devoured by 
birds nnd beasts seems to have originated in their reverence 
for the elements. They hold the body, from which the soul has 
departed, as impure and unclean; hence they will not allow 
the sacred elements of fire, water, and earth to be defiled by 
contact with a dead body. Fire must not burn it, the earth 
mnst, not take it in its bosom, and waters must not drown it. 
Hence the practice of exposing the dead bodieq to be feasted on 
by the winged creatures of the air, or the dogs of the streets. 
'rhis practice has now been partly shorn of its hideousness 
by the erection of dakhmas or Towers of Silence-the last 
resting place for the departed Parsee. .'Mr. Frederic J. Haskin 
gives the following beautiful description of these towers in a. 
Californian paper :-

hThe Towers of Silence in Bombay are the most interesting 
things to be seen in that interesting city. '!'hey stand at the top 
of Mala.bar hill, the highest point of ground on Bombay island. 
There are five circular towers of from 200 to 300 feet in 
ciroumference and about thirty feet in height. Permission to 
visit the to,ver compound is easily obtained, but no one is allowed 
to go nearer than the flower garden w hicb surrounds the House 
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of Prayer at the gate. Even the mourners m a funeral train 
may not approach nearer than this. 

''Men set spa.rt for the purpose, despised by their co-religion

ists as unclean, take the body from the House of Prayer, where 

the mourners stand with their clothes linked together in token 
of united grief. They bear the body on a litter up the inclined 
plane which leads to au iron door, a little more than half way up 
the side of the tower. Only these bearded carriers of the dead 
are permitted to enter the towers. If any other person should 
see one of the bodies or skeletons inside he would be cursed with 

eternal perdition and his descendants would share his woe. 

''Inside the tower is wholly occupied by a circular gridiron, 
sloping toward a central well and having three concentric rows 

of niches for bodies. The inside circle is for children, the next 
for women and the outer circle for men. The body 
carriers place their b11rden in one of the niches, remove the 
shroud and leave the body quite naked. 

"Then the waiting vultures swoop down from the sides of the 
tower and from every neighbouring tree. In less than an hour 
nothing is left but cleanly picked skeleton. That is permitted 
to remain for sevel'al days, when the body carriers again enter 
and throw the bones into the g1·ea.t well at the center, where they 
ar0 left to await the slow op .n·a~ion of the transformation of 'dust 

to dust.' 

"The tower is rooflless, of course, and for that reason receives 
the 1·ain. 'fhe rain water is polluted by contact with the corpses 
and decaying bones, and being one of the sa.cred elements it 
must be pnrified. IJ'he towers ar~ drained into the central well 
and from thence conduits run out in four directions. Under the 
tower walls the water is filtered through several feet of charcoal 

o.nd again, at the end of the drain, thl'ough a filter of sand and 
gravel. 'l'hus purified, the water is permitted to return again 
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into the earth and the sea. Of the five Towers of Silence at 
Bombay one is reserved for the private use of the great J eejebhoy 
family, who built it, and another for the use of ihe bodies of 
those who have committed suicide or who have died unnatural 
dea.ths. 

"Western opinion concerning this method of disposing of 
corpses is divided, some persons advocating it because of its 
undoubted sanitary perfection, but most foreign visitors look 

upon it with repugnance. Even the burning of the dead on 

open pyres, as is done by the Hindus, seems less revolting. 

11The white towers the!1}selves suggest nothing half so 
gre\vsome as the serried grave rows of a western cemetery; the 
house of prayer is a simple platform open at the sides and roof
ed over; the garden is beauiful with the ftowers of the tropic 

and the temperate zones, and there is nothing in the appearance 
of the place to suggest anything unusual. 

"But there is always the whir of wings above, a sound which 
banishes forgetfulness and insists upon constant consciousness 

of the purposl:l of this dread place. Hundreeds oi hideous 
vultures sit around the rims of the towers, forming a Ii ving 
border of black to the pure white of the structures. The trees 
are alive with the great, ugly birds, and as far as the eye can 
see they are circling, circling, circling. 

'~When the familiar cortege is seen winding up the long 
road that leads to the top of the hill the vultures cirele closer 
and closer, so that when procession has arrived within the com
pound the whole tribe of greedy scavengers is present, The 

moment the body carriers deposit the corpse within and remove 
the shroud there is a mighty rush of wings and the swift work 
of destruction is begun. 

''Strange and grewsome as it may seem, it 1s even more 
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pronounced when one drives about the streets of the city and 
sees here and there a marble statue of some Parsee benefactor 
whose body was eaten by those very vultures, when he sees o.1i 
the bank or market or in the club a wealthy and educated man, 
o. knight of England, perhaps, who knows that his body will 
eventually be food for those same waiting birds. 

"Western poets have gloomily dwelt on tbe horrors of the 
grave and the ravages of the worm, but tima and custom have 
softened those dread pictures. The living do not see the grave 
worm at his work, hub the l'Ulture swoops down upon his prey in 

the open light. Whatever one may think of the towers of 
silence and its company of black-feathered, Pharp-beaked 
watchers a visit to the place is something never to be f~rgot ." 
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Notes and Comments. 
The Missionaries of To-day. 

That the teachings of J?.sus are mostly impracticable is a 
notorious fact. There are ma.ny precepts of his which have 

never been acted upon, for, if, carried into practice, they were 
sure to upset the order of the world. A well-known example 
of this class of teachings is to be found in the verse, ''But I 
say unto you, 'rhat ye resist not evil, but whosoever shall smite 
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also." ls i1J 
possible for the world to live in peace if it follows the aboTe 
teaching? 'rhe Christian preachers themselves recognise the 
rediculousness of this teaching and therefore make fruitless 
efforts to cover its absurdity by giving the plain ,vords of the 
verse an interpretation which they can not bear. ''It is the 
will of the Lord" say they in explanation of this verse, ''that 
Christian should not take any private revenge, but leave the 
avenging of their injuries to God, and to the public magistrate, 
who is God's vicegerent, before whom, notwithstanding any 
thing here said, they may seek a. just ~atisfaction.'' But even 
if we accept this explanation, it follows that Jesus taught both 
trickery and cruelty. For he says, that if one smite you on 
one cheek, turn to him the other also, and similarly, if one take 
away your coat, let him have your cloke also. Now if the 
explanation given above is true, it follows that Christ requires 
his followers to encourage the criminals in the commission of 
crime rAnd then drag them to the court of "the public magistrate 
who is God's vicegerent" for punishment. According to this 
explanation, permission to strike on the other cheek or to take 
away \he cloke also must be regarded only as an artifice to 
have severer punishment inflicted on the culprit. Thus it is not 
an act of mercy, but an act of cruelty; and Jesus can not be said 
to have tau~bt forbearance and meekness, on the other hand, 
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he must be regarded as having suggested a base device to secure 
a hard p1111i,-h111ent for the enemy. Compare this teaching of 
.iie Gospel with thRt of the Holy Quran, which says, ".The 
punishment-of the evil it evil proportionate thereto, but he who 
pardons the offflnder and ·reforms him thereby, ,hall have hi1 
,eward from his Lord.'' 

So impracticable a.re the t.eachiogs of Jesus that eYen the 
Christian Missionaries have found it impossible to act upon 
them. He gave certain directions for the preachora of the 
Gospel and the missionari,!s themselves have borne testimony to 
their impracticability by their failure to follow them. Whera 
be 1ent out his twelve disciples to preach among the tribes of 
Ierael, he commanded them, saying, '~Provide neither gold, nor 
ail''t'er, nor brass in your puri;es, nor scrip for your journey~ 
neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves." (Matt. x, 9, 10) 
Elsewhere he says, HTake no thought, for your life, what ye 
shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what 

ye shall put on." (Matt. vi, 25). Again, '~Take no thought 
fM the morrnw: for the morrow shall take thought for the things 
ol itse.lf." (Matt. vi, 34). Does the missionary of to-day find 
these things to be pl'acticable? Are the Christian Missions 
acting upon these injunctions of their master? They are, on the 
other hand, daily clamouring for funds. One Mr. Barry, who 
bas spent four years travelling in tthe Far East and in South 
America, says in the Pearson's Magazine, '' Most of the mission
aries of to-day are of a far different type. I do n<>t speak from 
hearsay but from observation. I hr.ve travelled in nearly every 
•heathen' country. I have seen these men at their work. I 
have watched them go to and fro. And I have attended more 
than one missionary convention here. At the conventions here, 
the only subject I have heard discussed (oft the platform, when 
men nsnall y get to talking abont what really interests them) 
bas been-how cau we get our pay raised?'' 

It iR st.rnnge t,hat these people profess to preach the Gospel 
of Jeans Chri~t, hut t.hemselves act against his teachings. This 
is because his teachings are so impracticable. 
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