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THE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS. 
VoL. X.) FEBRUARY, HHI. (No. 2. 

r~"°"J' J ~'°'::..) 1 4.lJ 1 t-! 

r~ )'fJ ) 4,J Y"") I.Si~ ul...:ij., II J.o..:s:d 

-o-

IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE MOST MERCIFUL & COMPASSIONATE 
ISLAM-which means complete submission to Didnc 

control in the mode and conduct of life, and implicit and 
unreserved obedience to laws revealed to man by (Jod in 
preference to all our prepossessions, inclinations or judgment
is a religion which embraces all such religions tha,t have been 
preached by teachers inspired by God in various ages t\Ud 

different countries. 'rhus the Q11rau says in this respect;-

i~~ l J? I u3 J J Y 1 t,,. _, li~J ) J y l t..o , &lJ l~ li..o 1 J _,J _,"j 
t..!.;-t~ _, t..!.,"' J"° .,_i _, 1 l"° J kl~.,., ll 1 _, y _,~c~_, J.s.-- ) _, J~JI/,..,..,. J _, 

t.:J ,.61_ ... &.I ~S\j-' r-*.i'° lo).~ J t.:J~~ G i; » i"!) l!l'° l.!J ;~~.iJ 1 u:; ..,i l,.o-' 

•This paper was read on the 9th January. 11)11, by Klnrnji~ Kamnl-ud-Din, 

B.A., LL.B., of Lahore, before the Convention of Roligions at Allahaball with the 
following introductory remark11:-"I belong to the Ahmadiyya sect of Islam-a 
seet founded by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian in the last decade c,f the 

19th century. The sect doe11 not differ from other Islamic sects in any cardinal 
principle of Muhammadanism but in one thing. Our Holy Prophet Muhammad 
promiaed us a Messiah who was to come to revive rcligiou in days to come, and 
we accept the fulfilment of these prophetic words in the person of our Master, the 

f ouuder of the Abn:.adiyya movement, 
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''Say, We believe in God and in what has been revealed to 
us, as well as to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob and their 
descendants; we also believe in whab was given to Moses, 
J esns and to all the Prophets raised by the Creator of the 
Universe; we accept all of them, without making any distinc• 
tion among them.'' 

Before the revelation of Al-Quran every nation while 

claiming divine origin for its faith, denied this privilege to 
the creeds of all other nations. This disposition of exclusive
ness engendered feelings of conceit, pride and contempt and 
caused dissen~ion and discord in various members of God'fi 
family. No one for a minute turned his thought to those 
divine morals which we daily observe in the Universal 
Providence. He who has been equally benevolent to all 
human race in providing them with means of physical nourish
ment could not have been partial in giving His blessings 
conducive to spiritual growth. Does not His sun, His moon, 
His stars and His solat· system equally serve all mankind ? 
If no class of human race has beeu denied benefits of water, 
earth, air and all other manifestations of nature, why has this 
equal and impartial dispensation by Providence been disbelieve
ed in matters of revelation which in fact is the most important 
and essential factor in the development of' human faculties. It 
was a misconception of Divine Providence, and an error so 
fatal to the eistablishment of universal brotherhood of man, 
under which nations laboured from centuries to centuries till 
the last Word of God appeared which in the very first sentence 

fo,lsified this wrong conception of partial dispensation. The 

Quran commences with the words '-!/!.o.J l.J 1 --:> J dJ J.+S'.J) i.e., AU 
Praise and Glory is due to Allah, who is not only the maker 
and provider 0£ India or Arabia, of Persia or Syria, but is 
the Creator and Provider of the whole Universe, who, as He 
have given means of physical growth equally to all men on 
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the earth, has provided them with means of spiritual culture 

as well. This noble doctrine thus inculcated by the Quran, 
once more infused spirit of equality and fraternity in mankind 

destroying that narrowness of mind which had been disintegra t
ing the whole fabric of human society, and separated brothe r 
from brother under the universal Fathe1·hood of God. This 

generous teaching of Al-Quran prompts me to cherish feel

ings of love and reverence for Moses aud Jesus, it enjoins 

upon me also to pay my respect and allegiance to Rama 
Chandra, Krishna and Buddha. If with Al-Quran I accept 
authenticated portions of the Bible as the word of God, I 
regard the Gita and other Holy scriptures of India as my 
joint property with other Hindu brethren. Hence in accordance 
with the teachings of Al-Quran, Islam is the name of every 

religion, creed or faith, which has been preached from time 
to time in different countries and various tribes by teachers 

inspired by God. They came from one and the same source 
and taught one and the same truth. But the hand of time, 
combined-with want of efficient means in olden daya to preserve 
those teachings intact, afforded occasions and opportunities 

for interpolations and wrong interpretations. Besides the 
languages in which these ancient scriptures were originally 
written became obsolete, and set up insurmountable hindrances 
in the way of coming generations to reach the spirit of old 
letters. :Moreever, the development of human faculties and 
complications of evils-a necessary sequel of earthly civilization 

-called for new orders of things. This emergency brought 

forth prophet after prophet who came and restored tmths 
already revealed and made necessary additions to meet the 

requirements of tha age. As different races of mankind wero 
distantly located and separated from each other by nat,ural 
barriers, with very limited means of intercourse with one 

another, each uation needed i1,s own prophet, and so was it 
blesstid; as A l•Qaran says: I ;l Jj tv!:,; 11~ ~ ) ;;.~ ) 1.:.1,,. i.:.J ) ) ~'There 
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was no nation but had its teacher." 

If Hind ustnn had its 1·ishis with Krishna, Bamcha.ndra 
and Gant;ama to follow them, China saw its teacher in the 
person of Confucius. H Zoroaster came to kindle spiritual fire 

in Persia,, the Valley of the Jordan was fertilized by the divine 
stream coming down the Mount of Olives. Thus whenever and 

wherever evil prevailed and man became corrupt, men were 

raised anfl inspired by God to teach and restore the same old 

Islam. Till a new state of things arose in the world, when laws 

of God began to be violftted in all its corners, and Divine limits 

and bounds wore trnnsgressed simaltaneously on the whole 

surface of the Earth. Every country and each nation saw 
complete corruption a11d mora.l depravity ; virtue became 

extinct; God seemed to have forsaken the Earth, Satan brought 

the whole wvrld nnder his infernal sway. No one can refe1· to 

any other age in history than the sixth century of Christian 

era, wlrnn hnman society sank to its low~st ebb spiritually as 
well n.s monilly. If in nature dal'kness is always followed by light 
and dronghts by rn.in: if prophets come only in times when 

wicked1\ciss is rampant; if vario11s incarnation-; of Vishnu in India 

desc£ ndea from he:wt~11, 011ly when er~rth conld no more bear the 

burthen of sin; and if Kirshna in fulfilment of his own word!t 

given in t,he Gita, rnm;t, come in time of irreligionsness-the sixth 
century was high time for the realizH,tion of these truths. This 

sta,te of things called fnr either the appe::i.r:ince of several 

prophets in Aeveral couut,rieR, or the advent of one Masterly 

hand, who should have come to re.itore prachin Islam in its 
perfect form. Btt t the! hist,ory of t,!te world had then taken a 

new tnrn. Circu1qsta.nces had arisen which facilitated means 
of nrnt,uul intercour:;t! between various na~ions of the wodd. 

Di.tforent; comp:Jtwut,; of hnn1an society, so sepat'ated from 

each other by nat,un1.l · aud a,rtifiuial barriers, were about, to 

t,.:vme close to each other to make one united whole. 'l'be 
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vast wide world was destined to be reduced into a single 
country, with countries for its cities, and cities for its streets. 
Men of various nations and denominations were on the threshold 
of coming into contact with each other. To give different regular 

teachings to different nations at such a juncture was to cause a 
chaos. Hence the great Divine "\Visdom was pleased to raise 

the last of its proplrnts in a place which occupied a central 
position in the known world. He taught the same old Islam 
which had been preaJhed by others before, and brought a Book 
which recapitulated old truths in their unalloyed form with 

requisite additions; as Al-Quran says: &.~:; '-:"'if lt~; ~n,b,. la.:i.1....D 

and u:;, ~,. y l1!J I 1.._i li..b .i l,,.o i.e., Al-Quran is nothing but 
the old books refined of human alloy and contains t.ranscendent 

truths embodied in all sacred scriptnres with complete additions 

necessary for the development of all human faculties. It repeats 
truths given in the Vedas, in the Bible, in the words of the 

Gita, in the sayings of Ramchandra, Buddha and all other 
prophets, and adds what was not in them. This broadminded
ness in ascribing Divine origin to all religions, which had 
been so unequivocally impressed on the M11h:).mmadan minds 
by the Quran and its Holy Messenger, and had been reminded 

from time to time by various Moslem divines, sank into oblivion 
through the lapse of centuries. ':I.1he epidemic disease of 
narrowmindedness, however, stole marches upon ui, and like 

the adherents of other creeds we a.lso began to deny any worth 
in others' teachings. This resulterl. in straining mutual relations 
and putting an end to all sympat,hetic regard for other. India, 

the home of religions, was chiefly affected by this tension of 
foelings. Religious controversies began and were carried to 
bitter end in bad spirit and bad taste. Fault finding 
bec·l.me the order of the day. The holiest founders of religions, 

who even now command respect and allegiance from millions 
of people in the world, wer~ most ruthlessly i;ubjected to 

i,,currilous remarks and foulest libel at the hands of persona 
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who, with little or no knowledge, made a regular trade of this 
undosir:..ble system of religious criticism. I may safely remark 
that this rancorous attitude in religious polemics is more 

responsible for the present widened gulf between the Hindus 
and the Moslems than any other matter in politics. I may, for 
example, refer to the state of affairs in the hLand of Five 

Rivers" which is the hot-bed of these unpleasant religious 

discussions. But the God of peace, who loves peace and desires 
to seo ponce in His people, came to our rescue. He raised in 
the heart of the Punjab an apostle of Islam, who declaring 

himself to be an humble servant of Prophet Muhammad, restored 
again the religion of toleration and liberal-mindedness-which. 
had been taught by his :M:astet· some thirteen hundred years 
bLLCk. He created in us a sense of appreciation of, and reverence 

for, the Teachers of the world. He acknowledged beauties in 
every religion, and in order to produce harmony and concord 
in the conflicting elements of the country, he appealed to 

Moslems as Mahdi, to Christians in the person of the Promi,1e<l 

Messiah, and to Hindus in the capacity of Lord Krishna. Those 
who are interePted in seeing union and fellow-feding again 
restored between Hindus and Moslems can not do better than 
what this Apostle of the present age did in writing his Message 

of Peace to Hindns on the day of his departure to heavens. 

Now I tnrn to my s1tbject again. 1,his is the purport of 
that cosmo!Jolitan religion, named Islam, the last book: of ,vhich, 
that is, Al-Q1m:m, codifies trntihs revealed in the Vedas, the 
Bible and other sacred Scriptures, and in addition gives new 

laws to meet the contingencies of the present time when the 
different members of God's family who lived apart from each 
other in the days of old revela.tions, ha.d to come close one to 
the, other. AI 4 Qnran gives us rules and regulations adapted 
to the various needs and requirement.a of lifo. It is not merely 
a collection of moral precepts or a book of rituals. It gives m, 
on the one baud a trne conception of Godhood and onlightena 
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us with great truths, such as angels, revelation, prophethood, 
future-life, heaven and hell; on the other it supplies us with 
principles to guide us in political and social, economic and 
domestic affairs, so that the whole human society, by acting up 
to them, may attain to its perfection. 

Al-Quran is not confined to prayers, fasting, and sacrifices. 
It is a complete code of life. If a King is ordered therein to 

observe certain laws to govern his country, the subjects as well 
have been commanded to pay allegiance to their rulers, foreign 
or otherwise. Similarly a law-giver, a statesman, a judge, a, 

military officer, a merchant, a craftsman, a son, a father, a 
brother, a. husband, a wife, a neighbour, a friend, the rich as 
well as the poor, in short persons in various capacities and 
walks of life will find therein principles of guidance, to make 
them useful members of society. This pe1·fect teaching I could 
only find in the Qnran, and therefore we Moslems believe that 
the old religion of Islam, that was preached by generations 
of Prophets, saw its perfection in this final revelation in matters 
of law, as the Quran says: rG.~ J r~J ~1*( l r _,~J J "To-day the 
Law is perfected for you." rrhe time at my disposal hardly 
permits me to enter into any details, however brief, of what I 
have sketched above. But before I conclude, I wish to point 
out one important thing inculcated by t.he Quran which confers 
the greatest boon on human race. None can baa greater bene• 
factor of mankind than one who creates in them consciousness 
of their possessing highest capabilities and elevates their ideal 
and goal. The Quran does not admit that sin is innate in our 
na.ture and that we are by our own actions incapable of freeing 
ourselves from its bondage. It, on the other hand, teaches 
that man enters this world in a sinless condition, and can make 
uninterrupted and unlimited development if he would act upon 

certain laws. It announces ,.~ _,;r; CJ-• J \,.,i i.:J l-j lJ J wl.i. ~ 

rtl• ~1..a.1,, .,1~., ,_,i .. i 1:1~ ~, J, 1:1~ l.w J.a.w,. u i,),,; r3 
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l:J _,1,.,. J~.: 1:;,- I Verily We created man with the best and 
highest cababilities. He will gain unlimited results if he 
believes in and acts upon certain truths ; but if he disregards 
them, he is destined to sink into the lowest pit of degradation.'' 
Nothing can boa stronger incentive to progress and advance• 
ment and a greater check against fall and degeneration than 
what bas been revealed in these verses. If we believe that sin 
is inherent, and that all our efforts to liberate ourselves from its 
clutches are fruitless, it is sufficient to benumb our faculties and 
damp our ardour and resolution. Is it not a most degrading 
view of our spirituality, when we are admitted to be capable 
of attaining to boundless material development? The Holy 
Prophet does not say that man comes with sin in this world• 
According to him, man is born with a nature capable of observing 
laws and is therefore sinless, as sin is nothing but disobedience 
of laws, and no advancement can be achieved without obeying 
law. A child is pure at birth, so says the noble and liberal 
Prophet, not because he is son of a Mussalman but because he 
is son of man. If one with such immaculate nature is provided 
with good laws, he is bound to reach the highest goal of 
perfection. If the world, in its material progress, can produce 
Newtons, Herschels and Edisons, where lies the impossibility 
of seeing Krishnas, Christs and Buddhas again, especially when 
these eminent teachers themselves promised in unequivocal terms 
their re-appearance in the world. And in my opinion, if any 
sacred book claims finality, as every one of us accredits his 
book thus, it must contain laws, observance of which may create 
perfect men of the days gone by, because they observed certain 
laws and thereby reached the goal of spirituality. If any book 
falls short of these requisites, it m,1kes room for another book 

to be final. Among prophets similarly, he alone can claim, 
as Muhammad dii, to be the last of the sacred race, who 
shows you the way to that spiritual perfection which means 
the receiving of Divine revelation. If all the spiritually 
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advanced men used to hold communion with God, as 1s held 

by their followers, and if speaking to men has been recognised 

as one of Divine attributes, how can one justify a belief that 
the door of revelation is sealed for good? If God is as 

Omniscient, Omnipresent, Perfect and All-merciful, as He used 
to be, and if His divine attributes are not in abeyance, He 

must speak always as He did before. But some of us believe 

that since certain event occurred God has abandoned speaking 
to man. Logically one of the two things must have happened. 

Either God bas lost some of His attributes, or man has on 
account of his degradation lost some of the capabilities, possessed 
hy his forefathers. But both these hypotheses are wrong on 
the very face of them. Perfect God must have and keep His 
attributes intact, while the present man is physiologically 
the same as the past one. Some may make the present man 

unfit, but I was exceedingly glad to read the Gita when I found 

Lord Krishna promise his re-appearance now and then on certain 
occasions; and I feel proud to believe in a Book whbh holds out 
to me a promise in the following words : r~,si:i--i>J) .b ~..a.J 1 U u-Jb J 

r*~.c ..::.-.o.~j J 1:.1~ J.J 1 .b I ;"' and 1:.1t~.i.J 1 1.:.1/<) r*tlc j}.lJ ) r"-; J 1:.1l J.J j 

1..:1~$1.L.::d I) 1J .>.v.:::.J 1 , l..:J.~ ~~ .>..aJ J _, 0 God, Show us and guide us 

along the straight path-the path tro<ldcn by rrhy blessed 

Prophet,s, the Truthful, the Martyrs and the Righteous." In 

answer to this revealed prayer, God say8: J .., J.A> t~ 1..:/~ J.J } _, 
lil~.., rv.i.~. ..>,viJ Lit; " Them who exert themselves in our 

way, We show Our path." Thus in the words of Al-Quran ib 
is man's own exertions along the Di vine path, that qualify 
him for the cboieest of Divine blesBings which is termed 
revelation. The Quran lays down laws and rules to enable u11 
to b~come recipients of the Divine blessings showered on perfect 
men before. In short, we believe Muhammad to be the last ot 
the prophets, not only because he gave us complete code of 
guida,ncc in lifo hero, but beca,u~e he also enabled us to claim 

heritage of Prophets. He says: J!S l 1 ... l ~.i~ ,lt~J tf .._sl'° ) 1l.o-~, 



54 THE REtrIEW OF Rli1LIGIONS. (FebruAry 

"The divines amongst my followers will be like the Prophets of 

Israel.'' He also promised us an inspired Reformer at the head 
of each century, who is called ''Mujaddid'' in the Moslem 
terminology. And we find the fulfilment of these prophetic 
words in the annals of Muhammadan history. I can not say 

with certainty if India saw· men after the likeness of Krishna. 
and Ramchandra amongsb the votaries of the Vedas, or the 
Christian faith could produce men like John and Peter, 
possessing some qualities of Jesus. But no century has passed 

on L;lam that has been without men receiving revelation from 
God. For instance, Omar bin Abdul Aziz; Ba-Yazid of Busta.m; 
Junaid of Baghdad; Mohy-ud-Din Ibn Arabi of Spain; Sh. 
Abdul Qadir of Gilan : and in India Moin-ud-Din Chishti, 

Sheikh Ahmad M ujaddid Alif Sani, Nizam-ud-Din Aulia, Bawa. 
Farid Shakar Ganj, Data Ganj Bakhsh, Shah Wali-ul-Lah 
and Sayed Ahmad Bareilvi, may be counted amongst men who 
were blessed with the word of God. 

'l'his truth has been taught in clearest terms by the Quran, 
but the materialistic tendencies of our age which are responsible 
for the scepticism so rife in these days, were strong enough to cast 
it into oblivion, and the revelation would have become a myth 
pure and simple, as it is at present in Europe, if the head of 

our century had not seen its promised Mujaddid. God raised 
Ahmad iu the Punjab, who p1·esented his own pattern to his 
fellow-Leings. He showed that his implicit obedience to the 
Quranic laws and his faithful observance of the holy practices of 
the Prophet, had secured him the highest grace, the revelation. 
He declared that the door is not closed, but is open to him 
who knocks at it. This is the highest object a man should 
aim at, and is ;:,he loftiest destination of human soariogs. It 
was to achieve this that Islam was revealed from time 
immemorial and saw its perfection at the hands of Muhammad 
( peace awl the choicest blessings be on him). Blessed is the 
Hook which a.ckuowledges in you great 0apabilities and creates 
in you their consciousness and thus raises your ideal. Likewise 
biesised is the man who, by his practical example inspires in 
you a spirit to appreciate and aspire to that high goal. 
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The Holy Prophet in the Book 
of Daniel, II. 

The IIorn that ~fade lVar w,ith the Saints. 

The seventh chapter of the Book of Daniel gives a vision of 
the Prophet Daniel which is identical in import with that of 
Nebuchadnezzar which we discussed in our last issue. It 

i: not necessary therefore to discuss this vision here ab 

n.ny length, for what has been said of the dream of 
Nebuchadnezzar is also true of the vision of Daniel. There is, 
however, one thing new in the second vision which is not to be 
found in the first. 'l'hat new thing is reference to Christianity 
e.nd the introduction of the little horn which had eyes, and a 

mouth that spoke very great things and which made war with 
the saints. There is nothing corresponding to this horn in the 
dream of Nrbuchadnezzar, and therefore it is necessary to say a 
few words about it. Daniel describing the fourth beast, which 
signifies the fourth kingdom, says: ''l considered the horns (of 

the fourth beast), and, behold, there came up among them 
another little horn, before whom there were three of the first 

horns pluckfld up by the roots, and behold in this horn were 

eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things." 

The angel of whom Da.aiel asked the interpretation of this horn, 

said to him, "He shall speak great things against the Most Hjgh, 
and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and think to 

change times and laws, and they shall be given into his haIJd, 
until a time, and times and the dividing of time. But the Judg
ment shall sit and they shall take away his dominion, to consume 
and dostroy it unto the end." Now Christians differ greatly as 

to who is meant by this little horn. I need not give here their 

varying opinions, The 'little horn' must be sought among the 
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other horns, for it is said •there came up among them another 
little horn.' That little horn was Heraclius. He rose among the 
other horns, for he was the son of the exarch of Egypt. He was 
a little horn because at first he was not himself the Governor of a 
province, but only the son of a Governor. But he became a. 
great horn by destroying three other horns. In 610, he headed 
a successful revolt against Phocnis, the murderer and successor of 
the emperor Mauritius, and himself ascended the usurper's throne. 
This was the first horn which was plucked up by this little horn. 
Chosroes II had conquered Syria., Egypt and the provinces of 
Asia, and Heraclius, "in a series of brilliant campaigns that 
place him side by side with the greatest generals of the world, 
overthrew the pride of that empire, drove its monarch a fugitive 
from his th1·one and enriched his exulting troops with untold 
wealth." This was the second horn plucked by Heraclius. 

On the west, he was menaced by the fierce tribe of the 
Avars, who pillaged the whole country from the confines of 
Istria to the long wall of Thrace. Once he was so encom• 
passed by these implacable enemies that he had to fly for 
his life on his fleet horse with his diadem wrapped round 
his arms. In 620, Heraclius made a treaty with them 
and ""interposed a human barrier against their further en
croachments by inviting the Serbs and Crnats to settle in 
the intervening regions, which they have never since left." 
In the course of the war with the Persians, Chosroes 'ratified 
a treaty of alliance and partition with the Ohagan (Chief 
of the Avars) and sent a formidable army to assist him in the 
siege of Cons~antinople. The capitll was besieged by the Avars 
and their haughty chief said to the trembling messengers of 
the senate, ''Your absent princ1~, even now a captive or fugitivo, 
has left Constantinople to its fate ; nor can you escape the arms 
of the A vars and the Pel'sians, unless you could soar into the 
air like birds, unless like fishes you could dive iuto the w1we!i," 
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Horaclius deatched to their relief a body of 12,000 cu1rass1ers, 
"The Avars were repulsed ; a fleet of Sclavonian Canoes was 
destroyed in the harbour; the vassals of the Ohagan threatened 
to desert, his provisions were exhausted, and after burning his 
engin~s, he gave the signal £or a slow and formidable retreat,', 
The devoted citizens ascribed the deliverance of the city 
from the combined forces of the Avars and the Persians to the 
intercession of Mary. The Ohagan was the third horn plucked 
by Heraclius, 

Of the qittle horn,' it is said, "And he shall speak great 
words against the Most High , ••• and think to change times 
and la.ws.'' These words contain a reference to the religion which 
the little horn professed. Speaking great things against the 
Most High refers to the blasphemous innovations of Christi
anity, notably its doctrine of the sonship of Jesus, of which the 
Holy Quran says, "A great saying it is which proceedeth from 
their mouth: they speak no other than a lie'' (xviii, 4}. Chris
tianity has also altered many ordinances of the Jewish law, for 
instance, the covenant of circumcision and the prohibition with 
regard to the flesh of the swine. It also arrogated to itself the 
divine prerogative of altering times by shifting the Sabbath 
from Saturday to Sunday. Jesus &ays, '''l'hink not I am to come 
to destroy the law, or the Prophets : I am not come to destroy, 
but to folfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, 
till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of 
these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be 
called the least in the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall 
do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, That except your 
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 

heaven." Yet in spite of this emphatic injunction of their 
Master not to break even the least 0£ the commandments and 



TB'E REVIIW Ol' RELIGIONS, (February 

in spite of the example which he himself set them by yielding a 

personal obedience to the law, there is not a single command

ment of the law which the Christians have not broken and not 

a single precept which they have not set at naught. They 

have gone so far as to call the law a curse, while Jesus calls it 
righteousness and describes it as the only door through which 
ono can enter the kingdom of heaven. 

If the reader desires to know how Heraclius made war with 
the saints, let him read the account of the battle fought at Muta. 
It was the persecution of the Muslims on the frontier of Herac
lius' kingdom and by his governors that led to the wars which 

resulted in the conquest of Syria and other provinces of his 
kingdom by the 'saints of the Most High.' 

I may mention here also the story of Farwa, a Syrian 
Governor, who sent a letter to the Holy Prophet (may peace and 
the blessings of God be upon him) announcing his conversion to 
Islam. He also sent several presents,-a white mule, a horse, 
an ass, and raiment inwrought with gold. Heraclius, hearing 
of this, summoned him to his presence and after roakinef a fruit
less attempt to bring him back to the Christian faith, ordered 
him to be crucified. Farwa when asked to relinquish Islam, 
said "I will not quit the faith of Muhammad. Thou knowest 
well that Jesus prophesied of him before, but the fear of losing 

the kingdom deterreth thee.'' 

This persecution of the faithful did not last long. They were 
"given into his hand until a time, and times and a dhriding of 
time,'' i.e., for a period of 3½ years, as the Christians interpret 
the phrase. It was during the autumn of the year 628 A.D. that 

a despatch from the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) was placed in his hand, and from that time 

to the death of the Holy Prophet, a period of about 3½ years, 

the faithful continued to be harassed by Heraclius apd his 
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representatives near the Syrian frontier. It was not long after 

the Jetter of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 

God be upon him) was handed to Hei·aclius that a Muslim envoy 

was murdered in cold blood by a repreaentative of Heraclius ab 

Maab or Muta. The following year, a party of 15 Muslims was 

cut to pieces by the Christian subjects of Heraclius, one man only 
surviving to tell the tale. At Muta., many of the beloved 

companions of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) were killed by Heraclius's own troops. 

But this persecution ceased with the "death of the Holy Prophet, 

which occurred in June 632, for immP.diately afoer this, began 
the conquest of Syria by the saints of the Most High. 

If Heraclius wa.13 deterred from accepting Islam by the fear 

of losing his kingdom, he did not pass away from this world 

without seeing his dominions passing iuto the hands of the 

Muslims. Before he retired to Constantinople, relinquishing the 

fairest and the best loved provinces of his empire to ' the Saints 

of the Most High,' he ascended an eminence and casting a rueful 

glance at the sunny plains of Syria, bade it farewell in the 

following words : "Peace be with Lhee, Holy and Blessed land, 

Syria, fa.re thee well ! There is fot· me no more returning unto 

thee ; neiLher shall any Roman visit thee for ever, but in fear 
and trembling." 

In short, if we seek in history the stone, which smote the 

eet of the iruage, and the saints to whom dominion was g:iven 
over Jerusalem, we fiud that they were the Holy Prophet of 

Arabia and his holy companions, ma!' peace be on them and the 

bles'-ings or th 1➔ Most High. The prophecy has already been 

folfilled and the hope of the Christi;:i.n that it will be fulfilled 
at Lho second coming of Je,rn~, wlwn Christianity will become a 
world-power, i8 only a del-usion. 

It may be pointed out here that it is not only in the 

visiu11 of Daniel that the Holy Companions of the Holy Prophet 
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(on whom be p~ace and the blessings of God) are described 
as 'saints of the Most High.' They are called 'saints1 in 
a.nother prophecy of the Bible also which applies to the 

Holy Prophet as clearly as do the two visions in the second 

and scveuth chapters of the book of Daniel. That prophecy is 

as follows :-"The Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from 

Seir unto them; he shined forth from Mount Paran, and he 
came with ten thousands of sa.ints, from his right hand went 
a. fiery law for them.'' •The ten thousand saints were the 
companions of the Holy Prophet who were exactly ten thousand 
in number when they made a triumphant entry into the city of 

Mecca which they had been compelled to flee eight years before. 
The prophecy speaks of three different manifestations of God, 

first, through Moses at Mount Sinai, secondly through Jesus at 

Mount Seir and lastly through Muhammad (may peace and the 

blessings of God be upon him) at Paran. Paran is the name 

given to the wilderness where Hagar and her son Ishmael rlweib 
after their separation from Abraham. The unintnrrnpted 
tradition of the children of Hagar and Ishmael, their practices 

and usage3 which have come down from times immeml)rial, the 
well of Zamzam which represents the well of water spoken of in 
Genesis 19, i.e, and many other evidences fix the valley of Mecca 
as the wilderness where Hagar dwelt after her separation from her 

husband. These standing evidences are far stronger than the 
Israelite tradition rcorded in the book of Genesis. Thus it wa~ 

from .Mount Paran that God beamed forth for the third time 

through a child of Hagar and Ishmael and the ten thousand 

saints were the ten thousand saintly followers that swarmed 

round his standard when he entered the city of his birth as a 
conqueror after eight years of exile. 

The prophecy of Daniel says, ~'And the kingdom under the 

whole heaven, shall be given. to the people of the .,aints of the 
Most Fl-igh; for it was the companions of the Holy Prophet that 

• Deut,, 33: 2, 
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conquered the promised kingdom. It was not till aftet the 

death of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God 
be upon him) that Syria and other dominions of the Roman 
empire were taken by the Muslims, and hence the kingdom is 
very appropriately represented as being given to tlrn people 
(i.e., the nation) of the saints of the Most High. But as they 

wore but the representatives of their Master, the same prophecy 
speaks of the kingdom as being given to 'one of t,hc likene1-a of 
man,' i.e., the Holy Prophet who is so called in contrasD to the 
previous kings who were represented under the figures of 
animals. The Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him) is represented under the figure of man in 
order to signify that in him the di vine ideal of manhood was 
manifested most faithfully. 
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The Ideal of Womanhood in 
Islam, II. 

(By Qazi Abdul Haq.) 

Example is better than precept. This adage is the reflex 
of hnman nature. The force of example as a character-building 
factor can scarcely be overestimated. Man is by nature a 
mimic and the company ho keeps is, therefore, the surest 
index of his character. Example is the only mould in which 
human character is cast. It is true that man is a free agent to 

a great extent; ho feels that he enjoys perfect freedom of will 
and that he is not thrown at the mercy of chance or any 
compulsion. But it is also equally true that man is a helpless 
victim of the surrounding circumstances and environments. 
However stubborn and recalcitrant he may be, man is bo1rnd 

to succumb to the irresistible influence of his company; all his 
tenacity of purpose and stiff-necked attitude give way before 
the mighty influence which the society unconsciously exerts 

over him. Childhood is the time when human nature manifests 
it.self in its original entirety without the least possible tincture 
of artificiality, and is, therefore, the best object lesson for the 
student of huma.n nature. Yet childhood is the time when 
imitation is the prevailing passion. The child does as 

it sees others do. It is, as it were, imitation made flesh. The 
child is father of the man. Man is nothing but child on a large 
scale. All the passions and inclinations which are present 
in the child in an undeveloped form are to be found in 
the mn.n in a developed form. If the child copies others, the 
m::i.n does so in a much more pronounced degree. Example, 
therefore, c::i.n do much more towards the formation of character 
than anything else. Mere word of mouth, though it is some• 
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times not without a charm of its own, falls far short of the edifying 
force required to break the neck of evil and build up character. 

Hence it is that Islam enjoins on every Muslim to keep company 

with the righteous. t.:J!:; v t..a, ) c'° J ).i / ''Ile with the righteous" 
is the general commandment. Both man and woman are hereby 
required to seek tl10 company of the righteous. Thus human 
nature calls for an example, and it is in response to that inherent 

call that God sets up an ex~mple for mankind to follow every 

now and then in the perfect personality of a prophet. God has 

finally held up to the imitating world the example of the 
greatest Prophet, the highest watermark of true humanity. In 
every department of life and every phase of cho.ract8r mankind 
are to follow bis lead, because the life of the Prophet (may 

peace and the blessings of God be upon him) presents the best 
and the noblest scene that has been enacted and will ever be 
enacted on the stage of humanity. The lesson of history is as 
clear as dn.y on this subjed. 'fhe minutest possible criticism of 
the Christian prejudice has absolutely failed to bring to light 

even the faintest shade of weakness in his sublimest character, 
which has, as a necessary result, elicited unstinted praise from 
even his bitter foes. The purest life of the prophet has now 

become a self-evident axiom, and I will be simply insulting the 
intelligence of tl10 reader if I undertake to prove the truth of 

a fact which is shining like the meridian sun and is infinitely 
above the possibility of doubt. 

Having proved the indispensable necessity of example for 
the building up of character and shown the loftiest standard of 
morality and spiritualism to be met with in the life of that gem 
of the first water. the fairest pride of humanity (may peace and 
the blessings of God be upon him), I should like to direct the 
attention of the reader to tho grandest example set by the 
Prophet with regard to his female l'elatives. 

As the injunctions of the Holy Book find a pro.ctica.1 
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expreseion in the life of the Prophet, the dealings of the Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) with his 
wives and other female connections are a practical duplicate of 

the ideal set up in the Holy Book. While we have examined 
the conception of womanhood as set forth in the Holy writ, it is 
of paramount importance to scrutinise the practical illustration 

of the same in the life of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him). For facility's sake, I would 

divide the subject under two heads :-

( I.) Sayings of the Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him) regarding 
womankind. 

(2.) Example of the Prophet (may peace and and 
the blessings of God be upon him) with regard 
to female relations. 

The sayings of the Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) are so profuse on the subject that it is 

impossible to attempt at anything like an exhaustive view of the 
entire nmt,ter embodied therein. What we can possibly do in 
a paper like this is to afford only a bird's eye view of the case 

a,s portrayed in the sayings of the Holy Prophet (may peace and 
the blessings of God be upon him). I shall, therefore, give a 
fow typical sayings which, I hope, will be sufficient to serve my 
purpose. i'o begin with, I like to invite the attention of the 
reader to Lhe highesL possible ideal of marriage which we, the 
Musli11.ts of the 20th century, have the proud privilege to 

inherit from the Prophet. (may peace and the blessings of God 
be upon him). In Baihak-i, a well-known work on traditions, 
Ans relates A. saying of the Prophet sa follows:-When a. man 
has marriod, he has completed one-half of his religion, it is theu 
advisable fo1· him to complete the other moiety God-fearingly. 

ludoed man is only a one-wheeled vehicle without his IDAte, 
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The practical sido of his life presents a gloomy aspect, if he is 
single. The chastening effect of marriage ou the feelings and 
lifo of man can uot b.:: doubted. Mau is a sociable creature, 

naturally inclined to society. rl'he wife, beiug his constant 

companion, his partner in bed and board with whom he is 

connected with a strong tie of love, gratifies the Bocial tendency 

of man. \Vithont this provision human desire for society would 

have remained unfulfilled for ever. Aga:n the wife and husband 

are a powerful safeguard for each other against i-in. They both 
arc by nature designed to seek t,he company of each other and 
derive pleasure from it. This n1ut11a.l attraction felt by either 
sex would have been productive of much evil if the divine 

artificer had not provided for it a proper course in the sacred 

institution of marriage. "I1lms it can be easily seen how greatly 

the purpose of religion is served in this holy step. Marriage 

conduces immensely to that purity of soul and character which 
ultimately leading up to a happy connection with God, becomes 

the quintessence of religion. Thus one who marries stops for ever 
a gateway of evil and opens for himself an avenue of virtue and 

piety, and thus it is only right that one who resorts to marriage 
completes one-half of religion. After setting up so hi'gh an 
iden.l of marriage, the Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 

God be upon him) gave clear and unmistakeable injunctions for 

the happy and peaceful living of the pair. The familiar tradition 

which comes down to us from Ibn-i-Abbas is known to all. 
"whoever trea.ts his wife better than all others is the best of all, 
ond I troat my wives in the best manner." {Ibn-i-Ma.ja.}. How 
forcibly the m·l.intenll.nce a.nd invigoration of the conjugal 

tie is inculcated in these words, which are too clear to 

need any comment. Furthermore the Prophet (may peace 

and the blessings of Goel be upon him), is reported to have 
said in reply to a q110stion asked by Hakim Ibn-i-Mawiya about 

the rights of t,he wife. hFeed your wife with your own food, 
give her clothes to wear when you have them yourself, never 
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beat her nor speak harshly to her and never part with her but 

in the home.'' (lbn-i-Maja). Thus the husband and the wife 
arc made the co-sharers of each other in all the affairs of the 

world and in domestic matters. The wife is not thrown in the 

background to fall back upon the leavings of the husband and 
the refuse of the family. She occupies a parallel position with 

the husband in hous~hold matters. The husband has no right 
to maltreat her or even speak severely to her. On the other 
hand she can, as a right, partakP. in her husba.nd's victuals and 
apparel. The husband is required never to separate his wife 

fronl him except when absolutely essential in very exceptional 

ca,trns, but in no circumstances should the separation extend 
beyond the four walls of the homestead. They, the husband 
a.nd the wife, have the same food and at one and the same time, 

i hey wear the same clothing and that at one and the same time, 

the husband is forewarned against taking advantage of the 
wife's physical weakness and subordinate mode of life. Some

times for the reconciliation of some temporary ill-will, temporary 
separation is a necessary remedy. Should ever for this or some 
ot~er purpose matters come to this thu.t separation may become 

needful, it should be confined within the household, so that 

separation ma,y not develop into enmity. Separation at close 

quarters serves to strengthen the tie of love in the long run. 

And blessings on the falling out 
That all the more endears, 

When we fall out with those we love 
And kiss again with tears I 

The lines embody a grand truth. Temporary interruption 
of mutual dealings results in the augmentation of love. It is 

needless to dilate on this point at any length, as it is the every 

day experience of life, and no sane person can do1•1 bt it. Thus 

the Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God t,\;J npon him), 
aftt)r setting up a lofty ideal of marriage has not left it alone in 
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his injunctions regarding the rights of the wife. His ideal of 

wifehvod is not less sublime. According to him concord and 
harmony are to govern the relations of the pair, and love is the 
guiding star of their lives. Ifo does not rest there. He further 
adds. "The more civil and the kinder is a Muslim to his wife, 
the more perfect of faith he is" (Tirmazi). Perfection of faith 
is bound up with kindness towards the wife. None but a Mus1im 
can realise the full force of the injunction enshrined in the above 
tradition. A Muslim is nothing but a religious all-in-all; faith 
is one of his dearest concerns. The perfection of faith means 
the perfection of his moral and spiritual being. Faith and 
action are co-relative things, the former is, so to say, the fountain
heac.. from which the latter proceeds or to say still more correctly, 
action is but faith made visible and symbolised. As all the 
actions of a Muslim are to be guided by the divine command
ments codified in the Holy Book, it is, therefore, only a matter 
of course that the nature and strength of one's faith in God 
can not but influence his actions. In determining the quality 

or one's action his faith must matter much. Thus it is not too 
much to say that faith is the prime care of every Muslim. How 
important, then, is the part that one's behaviour towards the 
wife plays in the perfection of his spiritual self. The Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him), holds the 
kind treatment of wife to be the necessary concomitant of the 
perfection of faith, each bearing an exact proportion to the other. 

Yet this is not the last word on this subject from the mouth 
of the Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him). His last sermon turned on the same theme. He addressed 
the assembled multitude from the top of the J abal-ul-Arafat in 

words which yet live in the hearts of all Muslims. 

"Ye people! Listen to my words, for I know nob whether 
another year will be vouchsafed to me after this year to find 
myself amongst you. 
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'-Your lives and property are sacred and inviolable amongst 

one another until ye appear before your Lord, who shail demand 

from you an account of all your actions. Ye people, ye have 
'rights over your wives and your wives have rights oi,er -you, 

• . . . • . • • . . • . Treat your wives with lcindness • • • • • • 
verily ye have taken them on the security of God and made 
them lawful unto you by the 'fVords of God.'' Even in the course 
of his last public address, the Prophet (may peace and the 
blessiggs of God be upon him), the greatest well-wisher of 
womankind, has not failed to speak a kind word for the woman. 
lie reminds the listeners of the rights which their wives have 
over them, and characteristically diverts their attiention to God 

and enjoins kind behaviour towards the wifo out of no othe1· 

motive but fear of God. This makes the injunction all the 
more binding and forcible. Thus the Prophet (may peace and 
the blessings of God be upon him), had always at heart the 
cause of woman, and did not banish it from his mind even at 
the last moment of his life. In the spiritual domain the status 
of woman is no less favourable than man's in the sight of the 

Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him). 
A saying of the Prophet reported by Ans runs thus, '~She, who 
is constant at her five daily prayers and fasting in the month 

of Ramazan, guards her generative organ and obeys her husband, 
will enter Paradise by whichever door she wills.'' Paradise is 

not the exclusive monopoly of man, woman has an equal right 
to go there if she leads a chaste and virtuous life. As woman's 
spherA of activities is subordinate to that of man, because she 
is physically and intellectually inferior to man and hangs on 
the latter for sustenance and other things, it is, therefore, 

imperative that woman should play second fiddle in the physical 
,vorld, This disparity is ordained by nature and need not, 
therefore, be grudged by either sex, for as fully explained in 
the firsb paper, this apparent inferiority of woman in the 

physical reilm counts for nothing when the ends and aims of 
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human life lie out-side tl1e physical world. Close affinity with 

God is the goal which can only he attained when the spiritual 
side is developed to perfection, let the position in the material 

world be what it may. For her access to heaven is made 
easier. The course of life prescribed for woman by the Prophet 

is certainly easier than that of man, and in so doing due regard 
is pa.id to her physical weakness. Thus notwithstanding her 
lowness in the physical kingdom woman stands on an equal footing 
with man in the spiritual kingdom wherein lies the ultimate 

object of human life. Here again, I take this opportunity to 
repeat our challenge. It is the Prophet, nod let us say only 
the Prophet who makes woman a spiritual being, all other 

religious leaders, while so boisterously advocating the cause of 
woman, make no room for her in the spiritual world. I shall 
be prepared to change my views readily enough if any of the 
champions of the cause of womankind comes to the rescue of 
the fair sex and proves to the satisfaction of all reasonable minds 
that they do not ou.;;t woman from the spiritual domain, but 

assign»- proper place for her there. So much for the woman 
as wife. It remains for us to see what idea.I of womanhood in 
general has been set up by tha.t greatest well-wisher of humanity. 
Snra.qa bin Malik reports a srtying of the Prophet to this effcct:
''Slmll I not inform yon that better is the charity that you 
give to your daughter who has been returned to you and ha.s 

none to support her except yonrself.'' (Ibni Maja). What a. 
beautiful instance of filial affection is afforded in the saying. 
'rhe best charity is in favour of tho daughter widowed or other
wise rendered helpless. Oharity as inculcated by Islam, doea 
not mean only moneta,ry help. This word is very wide in its 
signification. It covers n.ll sorts of help and all kind of loving 
ea.re and indulgence shown tow:.i.rds her. Soft words, soothing 
talks, fond parenl,a.l caresses and all matters of the like nature 
fall within the purview of charity. There il:l thus no favour 
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that is to be withheld from the daughter dependent on a 
Muslim. No less forcible id the injunction regarding the 
treatment of the mother. How nicely the Prophet (ma.y peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him), has summed up the 
claim of the mother in one pregnant sentence. "Hea.ven is 
under the feet of your mothers.'' So says, the Prophet. What a 
mine of useful guidance this short sentence is ! What a world 

of respect and reverantial affection is demanded for the mother. 
The more respectful and the more submissive one is to his 

mother, the nearer is he to Paradise. Extreme reverence and 

respect mingled with profoundest love and deepest affection 
are to regulate our dealings with our mothers. ''Heaven is 
under the feet of your mothers," is a figurative expression. 
,vhoever wishes to get to Paradise must revere bis mother, or 
inversely he who is in any way indifferent to his mother will 
find the door of heaven barred to him. Let no body understand 

that rc\·erence towards mother is a sufficient passport to Paradise, 
and that no other good actions are necessary to ob~in admittance 
to the Better Land. Those who fear God and look after their 
parents only for God's sake and for no other earthly purpoi,e can 
not but be all round righteous. When fear of God is the motive 
in one ca:.e, it must he present in other matters too, When 

once the fear of God takes hold of the human mind, vice become 

a thiu15 of the past, Hence only virtuous men and none others 
will reverence their parents only for heaven's sake. There are 
many who are equally attentive to their parents, but out of 
some worldly motives. Such cases do not come under the idea 
em bodied in the tradition. '11hen again the Prophet's injunction 
for womankind in general presenttl the height of sympathy and 

fellow-feeling. He (may peace and the blesBings of God be 
upon him) i1' reported to hav1, tiaid, "Fear God with reference 

to two meek beings, Woman and the Orphan.'' He does not 
appeal to our sentiments. He does not try to kindle out 
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imagination or arouse our passion of love as a worldly man 

should have done. He directs our attention to God when 

onjoining upon us to look after the womau and the orphan 

.Man is weak by nature. He does not always follow his sentiments 

correctly. ,vithout fear of God he is likely to fall a prey to 

t:1elfishness and st-ifle all the scruples of conscience and fellow

feeling. Hence it is that the Prophet (may peace and the 

blessings of God be upon him) refers to God in the case of 
woman and orphan. Fear of God is the basis of all morality. 

·l\1orality for the sake of morality is the veriest absurdity. 

No morality is feasible wherever love of self, which of course 

is dominant in man, reigns supreme. It is the fear of God alone 

and nothing else that can tern per this egotistic propensity of 
man, otherwise every thing in this world seems to conduce to 

self-interest and neglect of others. The Prophet's words would 

have been nothing better than the vague P.latitudes daily 
dinned by the moralist, into the ears of the pnblic in all the force 

of rhetoric without any effect if the former, too, had resorted 

to the usual course of appealing to the sympathy of man. He 
with real and perfect wisdom feels the very pul!:ie of this hnm<l.n 

machine and administer:'! th0 prop'3r remedy. Ou1· foelings and 

passions, of course, are not without their motor power; tht•y do 

more or less stir us to actiou, but we do not feel bound to follo,v 
them. Sometimes selfishness intervenes and blasts away all other 

pas5ions. Thns it is tha,t those who like to follow their own 

sentiments and feelings oftener than not go astray from the p.Lt,h 
of virtue, but such a,, re:iign themselves t,o the will of God, soon 

lose their self; not even for a moment they woul,l follow their 
own desires. They lead a godly life; God's word is their law. 

God's love and God\~ foar ta.k\:3 entir0 possession of their hearts. 

,vhen once a m:1.n i:, convinced, beyond all doubt,s, of tho 
existence of Go,l .. i,nd I!i:, perfect law revea,led to the world for 
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the guidance of humanity, it is impossible for him to act 

contral'1w1se. For this reason the Prophet (may peace and the 

blessings of God be upon him), alludes to God when enjoining 

Rymp,thetic treatment of woman, so that the injunction might 

h:wo a compuls0ry force without admitting of the intervention 

of option. 

(~.) H:l.ving done with tho sayings of the Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of God be npcn him), I come to the 

example set by him for us his followers. The first thing that 
presents itself to our view in this connection is the plurality of 
wives which ch:.1.racterise3 the matrimonial relations of the 

Prophet. The very idea of polyg'.l.my soems to unbalance the 

raw unaophisticated miod and unhinge the faith of many 

a green horn. Many critics of Islam look upon it as a weak 

point and have, therefore, laid firm hold on it finding in it a 
sufficient outlet f._,r the outpourings of their critical animus. 
Christian stuJents of Islam, with all their casuistic acumen, h1:tve 

failed to grasp the point and have, in consequence, made con• 
t,roversial capital out of it. Their vehement criticism and rabid 
denunciation of the Prophet's example have engende1·ed in the 
Christian world a spirit of apathy and indifference or rather 

antipn.t,hy and hatred towards the Holy religion of Islam, and 
have, a.s a resnlt,, thrown many an ignorant Christianised Muslim 

ofl' til10 scent. I, for one, do not resent the criticism, should it be 

n.tt,cnded with sincerity of purpose. What is condemnable in 

most of the criticism of these days i9 that it does not aim at the 
manifestation of truth and is, therefore, most often the result 
of the ignomnce of facts. This sort of pious criticism has been 

fatal to the religious evolution of Europe. The studied contempt 
and wilful insult subterfuged behind a world of logical hocus 
pocus and rhetot·ica.l legerdemain are the prominent features 
of the Christin.,1 criticism of Islam. Europe therefore has before 
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it nothing but a g1·otesque 1)rofi.le of falam, caricatured by the 
clergy. Real Islam with its indefeasible philosophy aud genuine 
logic has never been presented to the European people. It; is 

uow high time that Christian Europe, who is to-day the he1·ald 
of a noisy world, should direct its superhuman faculties to the 
study of the one true religion about which it has hitherto been 
mercilessly kept in the dark by the self-aggrandising 
representatives of the church. 'l'he subject of polygamy has 
been exhaustively dealt with in thei;e pages, and the argument, 
set forth therein are absolutely irtefutable and couv10c10g. 
U ul~ss and until th~ solidity of the arguments is q uestioued 

(which none has herE;tofore done) I will be simply reflogging a 
dead horse, if I begin harping on the same theme at any great 
length. It i!:i greatly regrettable that while so great paiu1:1 are 
taken to find fault with Islamic inst.itutions, so little atteution 
is paid to the study of the principles that underlie them. 
Christian nations have been success{ ully beguiled by the 
misrepresentations of the clergy who have taken upon themselves 
the task of heaping up objection upou objection against Islam, 
not real, but so piously mitlrepreseuted. 'l'he pity i8 that the 
Christian world i1:1 so dead asleep in its iuteHectual crust that 
it is not considered worth while to study comparative religion 
independently of the grandiloquence of the Missionary. 

Islam does not enjoin polygamy, as our cl'itics seem to think· 
J 

Islam simply sanctions it, and that too in extremely exceptional 
cases, when there is no other alternative left. In a word, 
monogamy is the rule, whereas polygamy is an exception. That 
plurality of wives i1:1 at time., a matter of unavoidable necessity 
can not be denied. N atul'al excess of the power of manhood, 
life-long Jisability of the wife for procreation and other 
connubial obligations on account of illness o:- otherwise, absence 
of a male issue, sympathy for helpless widows and orphan girls 
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and many other things of a cognate nature are among the chief 
cause:; that lead to the necessity for more than on~ wife and 

constitute the unshakeable palladia for polygamy. Nothing in 

the world is evil in itself; it is the resu It which it produces that 
determines a thing being good or b'.ld. Drinking, gambling, 

fornication, and all other evils are evils because they are 

prodnctive of much harm and hamper the peaceful living of 

mankind. Polygamy examined in the light of this datum turns 
ont to be the veriest antonym of evil or rather one of the best 
preventives of evil. In the first instance it is designed for the 
sole purpose of keeping back evil. It; is meant to be a provision 
against such emergencies, which would otherwise have opened 

floodgates of evil. Based on such a holy fonndation and proceeding 
from such a noble intention ill could not but be a real blessing 
for human society. A cursory ghmce at the moral condition of 

Muslim countries will go far to convince one of the wholesome 
infl1ience the institution of polygamy has exercised on the 

morality of men and the prominent part it has played in the 
extirpa,tion of sexnal crimes, A contrast between the moral 
conditions of E1iropean countries which are one and all mono• 
gamous countries, and the neighbouring Muslim countries, will 
throw a flood of light on the real state of things and then it wil I 
be easy to see whet,her t,he presence of polygamy results in the 
eradication of sexual crimes or the absence of it. \Vith such a 
noble basis and with such a beneficial fruit, the institution of 
polygamy is par excellence a great boon. ,ve are unable to 
understand why Christian people are so dead against this sacred 
institution which has been practised by almost all the prophets 
of yore. If it did not interfere with the piety of those righteous 
men, there is no reason why it should interfere witli the piety 
of men to-day. "Give the dog a bad name and kill him,'' seems 

to be the motto of our critics. Once they give out to the world 

that a certain institution is bad, then they find time to exhaust 
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all their stock of foulest invectives and vituperation, so as to set 

th') lay world nga.inst the instibution. l\s a result, the non

M uolim world r~els averse to harbouring even the conception 

of what is in rea.lit,y praiseworthy and commend8 itself to our 

best attention. Islam allows polygamy in t,ho case of extreme 

aud absolute necessity, and has further imposed reasonable 

restrictions and limitations upon it,. The Holy Quran says:-

?i;i.;, ~ l; t.! J _, ~l:, _, u:,.1,. .sl-iJ I \!J,. 1!J y lb l.-o I ,.si.~j l; 

c~ l-il l) g ,.).::,., ) _,.; I )J ..).AJ » I "Of women who seem good in your 

eyes, marry two, or three or four; and if ye fear that ye shall 

uot a.et equitably, then one only." {iv, 3). 

According a-; the necessity arises a :Muslim is permitted to 

marry more than one bnt uot more than four wives, but the 

permission is subject to tl1e condition of fair dealings and just and 

even-handed treatment. If a person finds himself unable to mete 

out equal and uniforiu treatment to his wiveH, he should confine 

himself to one only, no matter howsoever great and urgent be 

his necessity. Again the Holy Hook says : ..,_.,:; ~ ) J ,~bl-J \:/J _, 

~~l~oJ ls l~ _, J j:i_; J~.J J J.< l ,1~0:i 11; i'i"" J~ _.,.J _., .sl-iJ J \:It! J )J 

,;Ancl ye may not have it u.t all in your power to treat your 
wive.➔ with equa.l jnstice, even tho 11gh you fain would do so; 

bnt yield not, wholly to di,~inclination, so that ye leave one of 

them as it were in suspense'' (iv, 128). 

How foll of wisdom are the words. It is impossible to think 

cq na.lly of all the wi vet!. One is naturally more inclined at heart 

to t.he more beantifol and otherwise more agreeable in appearance 

a.ml 11rnnuers. One ci..n not change h 11 man nature, and can not, 

therefore, help feeling and t,hiuking differently about his wives, 

hut 80 lon~ as thiH natnrnl difforence remains in the heart of the 
husband 1\ml does not, find exprcRsion externally in his treatment 

of the wives, it is not harmful in the least. What lies in the 
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power of the husband is to show equal favour and love towards 

his wives and deal equally with each and every one of them. 
Heuce it is thnt God lays stress on equal and uniform treatment. 

If the husbnnd does not follow the insinuations of his mind, and 

although with a varying amount of love for every one of his 

wives in his heart, he fo,irly deals out his favour and disfavour 

and so manage:is his ways of life tlaat none assumes an invidious 
distinction, and all of them feel that they are being equally 

treated, n 11 will go well. It is simply preposterous to dogmatise 
t;hat, ii-, is impossible to do so. We have the example of the 

Prophets before us. The founder of Islam, the seal of the 
Prophets, has shown with his sublime example tliat it is not 
diffiuult to mete out equal treatment among the wives, should 

our lives be guided by fear of God. In the case of the God 

fearing, polyga,my involves no violation of conjugal afection, 

Hs the life of the Prophet shows, but in the case of the 
liceut,iuus profligate libertines, it is little better than sensualism. 

The Holy <~ura.u is inteuded to be a guide for the formc,r class of 
people who fear God in al I their doings and do not follow their 

owu <lcsires. \\Tith the latter class the lioly Quran refuses to 

!iave auyt,hing to do. Taking the worst possible view of the 
1ustitution of polygamy, the utmost that can be said agaim;t it 
wit,h all the ist,reLch aud strain of rea.son, is that it is a necessary 

evil which has quite a world of practical utilit,y behind it and 

without which the world is hkeJy to fall into horrible ills. 'This is 

the tiUm-total of all th~ ad ven;e criticism that can proceed from 

au unbiased, but superficial on-looker. .But the example of the 
Provhet bas cut the gordian knot once for all. He has shown 

to the world at large by his example that a polygamous husband 

can lead as happy and peaceful a life as a monogamous one, 

if Im ouly fl:'n.r::. God and does not give way to his own selfishneas. 

\Ve havo the most reliable tesl,imony of his own wivel:! ou the 

tsubject. Aysha tiays :-The Prophet did perfect justice among 
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his wives. Again we learn from the venerable mouth of Abu 

Huraira thab the Prophet said, ~'Whoever has two wives and 
has not done justice between them, will rise on the day of 
judgment with his body half fallen off. His own example and 

his threat to the abusers of the sanction for polygamy speak 

for themselves. He showed so much love for his wives that he 
did not wish to part with them even when he was away fighting, 
and ho was so scrupulous in his even-handed justice that he 
asked his wives to Jrnw lots themselves and send with him the 
one on whose name the lot fell. 'I'hus he did away with alJ 
chance of partiality. Furthermore even when he was on his 
duathbed, he did not like to deviate even a hair's breadth from 

his attitude. lt was convenient for him to stay in Aiysha's 
house which was close to the mosque, but he did not go there 

until he had attained the willing consent and permission of his 

WlVCS, 

To be Oont-inucd. 
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l~'he Promised Messiah and the 
Christians. 

rrhe ignorant Muslims that expect the advent of a bloody 

Mahdi are indeed to blame, but their belief in a warlike Mahdi 

is not more blamable than the Christian expectation of a 

warlike Messiah. Many Christians are aware that thousands 
of ignorant Muhammadans expect the appearance of a Mahdi 

who should fill the (\arth with infidel blood, but there must be 
many among the Muslims that are not aware of the fa.et that 

many, if not all, Christians are expecting a Messiah who is to 
destroy all the exiRting kingdoms of the world and establish his 
own kingdom on the whole of t.l10 earth. The Jews had expected 
that their Messiah would deliver them froru the yoke of the 
foreigners and e'!tablish a Jewish kingdom at Jeru~alem, but 

the Messiah that appeared among them told them that he was 
indeed their king, but his kingdom was not of this world. 
Yet such is the yearning for worldly power that these words 

failed to bani!-h even from the hearts of his chosen disciples 
the hope that he w1rnld free them from the yoke of the foreign 
usurper, would put an end to the impious Roman rule, and 

would establi~h his own reign of peace and justice in its place. 
They continut->.d to cherish this fond hope until the man in whom 

they sa.w the promised deliverer, was seized by the Jews and 

hung on the cross. This event, however, may have disappointed 
his immediate followers, b~1t it has not dieappointed the 
generations of Christians that came after them. Like the Jews 

of okl, and like the disciples of Jesus, many of the Christians 

still cling to the hope thM the promise of a worldly kingdom 
·would he fnHillod at the second coming of Jesus. 'rhey still 
en!iort.r~in the hope that when Jeim~ comes again, he will destroy 

~he kingdoms which now stand where the Roman Empire onoe 
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stood and will establish his own reign of peace and justice in 

their place. 

That many Christians believe that the Jews and the disciples 
were ··right in holding that the Promised Mes~iah was to 
establish a world-kingdom on earth and that Jesus himself gave 
his followers hopes of such a kingdom is apparent from the 
following quotation from the Millennial Dawn, Vol. I:-

" Any who have not carefully examined this subject with 

concordance and Bible in hand, will be surprised on doing so 
tv find its prominence in the Scriptures. The Old Testament 
abounds with promises and prophecies in which the kingdom 
of God and its King, Messiah, figure as the very centre. It 

was the hope of every Israelite (Luke 3: 15) that as a people 

God would exalt their nation under Messiah ; and when the 
Lord came to them, it was as their King, to establish the long 

Kingdom of God upon the earth.'' 

"Our Lord Jesus in his talks with his followers strengthened 
and encouraged their expectations of a coming kingdom• 
saying to them, ~ I appoint unto you a. kingdom as my Father 
hath appointed unto me, that ye may eat and drink at my ta.hie 
in my kingdom, and sit ori' thrones judging, (·i.e., ruling) the 
tweh·e tribes of Israel.' (Luke 22: 29, 30). And again, 'Fear 
not, little flock; it is yout· Fathe1·'s good pleasure to give you the 

kingclom' (Luke 12: 32). And when instead of being crowned 
and enthroned their recognised king was crucified, his disciples 

were sorely disappointed. As two of them expressed it to the 
supposed stranger on their way to Emmaus a.fher his resurrec
tion, they had 'tr11,sted that it had been he which should have 
redeemed Israel,'-delivering them from the Roman yoke, 

and making of Israel the Kingdom of God in power and glory. 
But they were sadly disappointed by the changes of the few 
days previous, Thex:i J e.sus opened their uuderstauding by 
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showing them from the scriptures that his sac1·ifice was needful 

first of all before the kingdom could be established. (Luke 

2,1 : 21, 25-27." 

u That in explaining the prophecies Jesus revived the dis
ciple's hope of a coming kingdom is evident from the fact that 

n.fterward, as he was leaving them, they inquired, 'Lord, wilt 

tI1011 at this time restore the kingdom to Israel.' His answer, 

though not explicit, cid not contradict their hopes. He said, 
'It is not for yon to know the times and seasons which the 

Father hath put in his own power.'-Acts 1: 6, 7. 

"True, the disciples at first, in common with the entire 

tTewish nation, had an imperfect conception of the kingdom of 
God in supposing it to be exclusively an earthly kingdom, 
e1;en as many to-day err in an opposite direction in supposing 
it to be exclusi'.vely a heave1!lY kingdom. And many of the 
parables and dark sayings of our Lord Jesus were intended 

in due time to correct these misconceptions. But he always 
held forth the idea of a lcingclom, a govermnent to be e8tabl,ished 
in the eartth and to 1"ulc among nien. And he not only inspired 
in trem a hope for a share in the kingdom, but he also taught 

them to pray for its establishment-' Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done on earth as it i1., in heaven'." 

'' Serious has been the error,'' continues tho author of the 

1Iilleunial Dawn, '' introduced into the nominal Christian 

Church, which misinterprets this promised kingdom to mean 
merely the Church nominal in its present condition, and its 
work merely a work of grace in the hearts of believers, and to 

snch an extreme has this error been carried that the present 
unholy alliance and reign of the Church nominal with the world 
is believed by many to be the reign of the kingdom of God on 

the earth. True, there is a sense in which the church is now the 

Kingdom of God, and a work of grace is now going on in the 
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hearts of believers ; but to consider this all1 and to deny a 
veritable future kingdom of God yet to be established under the 

whole heavens is to make void and meaningless the strongest 

and most pointed promises recorded by our Lord and the apostles 

and prophets, for our encouragement and help in overcoming 

the world.'' 

That Christ's kingdom is to be a worldly kingdom has ever 

been the belief of many among the Christians. It was the 

promises of honour and kingdom that made the early chuMh 
sustain with patience its tris.!s and persecutions. Such words 
as the following gave them comfort and encouragement, 'To 
him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne,'' 

and "To him that overcometh will I give power over the 
nations.'' They took these words as referring to the present 
worlJ. and believed that after trials and hardships there wou Id 
come earthly honour and worldly glory and that the persecutions 

were a necessary prelude to the establishment of the kingdom 

of Christ on eart.h. Their prayer " Thy kingdom come,'' did 
not rufcr to any invisible kingdom, but to a visible, earthly 
kingdom. It was for this reason that as soon as the persecu

tion was over, it began to be generally held that the proper 

mission of the church of Christ was to conquer the world, estab
lish the kingdom of heaven on earth, and 1reign over the nations 
before the Lord's second advent.' This led to 'worldly intrigue, 

pomp and pride, ostentatious show aod ceremony in the church, 

which was designed to impress, captivate a.nd over-awe the 
world.' Papacy put forth the claim that it was the kingdom 
of God on earth and that as such it could rightfully command 
t,he obedience of every kindred, nation and people to its laws and 
officers. Under this claim the Popes of Rome crowned and 
uncrowned the kings of Europe and they still claim authority 

over kings though they no longer possess the power to en
force it. 
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The view now held by many Christians is that the kingdom 

of God will be fully established at the second ad vent of Jesus. 

Then there will nob only be a spiritual invisible kingdom, but 

a visible earthly kingdom. The author of the book referred to 
above, thus describes this earthly kingdom of Christ-

,, The work of the earthly phase of the Kingdom of God 

will be confined to this world and to humanity. And those so 
highly honoured as to have a share in it will be the most 

exalted and honoured of God among men .•.. , • . • • This 
work will necessitatt1 the establishment of a perfect kingdom 

among men, with perfect men in positions of contt·ol, that they 
may rightly order the affairs of state. It will necessitate 
the appointment of proper educational facilities of every 
character, as well as philanthropic measures of various kinds.'' 
The kingdom of God which is yet to be established and which 

is to consist of two phases, one heavenly and the either earthly, 

is compared to the age of Moses, Aaron, J oslrna and the Pro
phets, which is held as a typical age and a fit illustration of the 
would-be kingdom. The two phases of the future kingdom of 
Christ will operate as harmoniously as they did in the days of 
Moses, Joshua and the prophets, only the manifestation of the 
Divine power will be more glorious in the future than it was 
in the past. 

It should be remembered, however, that every one is not 
to be pleased with the earthly rule of Christ. 4' Its regulations 
will be far more exacting than those of any previous kingdom, 
and the liberties of the people will be restrfoted to a degree 

that will be galling indeed to many now clamouring for an 
increase of liberty." The rule of Christ will consequently be 

felt by many to be very severe. It will break up all the former 
habits and customs, as well as all the existing institutions. Ib 

will be a. firm and vigorous rule, for it has been said "He shall 
rule them with a. rod of iron," Many of those that under the 
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rule of the Prince of the World are accustomed to live at the 

expense of others and do not render any compensating service 
will feel rebellious against the rule of the Prince of Life and 

'many and severe wil1 be the stripes which a present life of 
self-indulgence and gratification will naturally demand and 

receivl:} under that reign.' 

Such is the description of the kingdom which it is sup
posed Christ will establish on earth in the latter days. The 
question now arises, what will become of the kings and emperors 
that will be ruling on earth when Christ comes back to rule 
poor mortals 'with a rod of iron.' 

The present kingdoms, the Christian kingdoms not excluded, 
are held to be under the Prince of the World; i. c., Satan. 
When Christ comes, he will destroy these kingdoms and es

tablish his own in their stead. It is also believed that the 
present rulers will not surrender their kingdoms to Chrisb 
peacefully as did the unfortunate king of Korea to Mikado. 
On the other hand, all the rulers of the :Earth will make a 
lea.gue against the new kiag, whom they will naturally look 

upon as a usurper, and will offer to him a stubborn resistance. 
But they are sure to fail in that conflict, for thus speaketh the 
Lord:-

" Why do the nations tumultuously assemble, and the 
people meditate a vain thing ? The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together against the 
Lord, and against his anointed saying, Let us break their bands 
asunder, and cast away their cords from us, He that sitteth 

in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall have them in derision, 
Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in 
his sore displeasure (saying), l have anointed my king upon 
my holy hill of Zion. Be wise now, therefore, 0 ye kings, be 
instructed, ye judges of the earth, Serve the Lord with fear 
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and rejoice with trembling. Kiss (make friends with) the son, 
lest he be angry, and ye perish in the way; for his wrath may 
soon be kindled.'' 

Thus it is apparent that many Christians expect a Messiah 

similar in character to the warrior Mahdi expected by many ig
norant Muslims. Just as many foolish Muhammadans expect a 
Mahdi who 1:d10uld come to establish an earthly kingdom on the 
whole of the earth, i;imilarly many Christians who pretend to be 

very wise and learned expect a Messiah who should destroy all 
the Christian and non-Christian kingdoms that are now to be 
found on the face of the Earth and establish his own kingdom 

in their stead. 

It is painful to see how people are prone to commit the same 
error over and over again. The Jews were the first to fall into 
this error. A Messiah was promised to them, but when they 
Jost their power and became a subject people, they began to look 
upon the Promised Messiah as one who would deliver them from 

the yoke of the foreigner and re-establish the throne of David . 
.But when the true Messiah came, they rejected him, merely 
because he did not fulfil their expectations. Similarly when 
Jesus gave his followers the promise of what he described his 
second appearance, they have again fallen into the very error in 
which the Jews had fallen before them. rrhey think that though 
he did not come as a king at his first advent, and did not 
ei;tablish any earthly kingdom, yet when he comes back, he will 
be a king, and will destroy all the present kingdoms of the earth 

and will establish his own kingdom in their place. It is pity 
that they have not taken a lesson from the example of those that 
passed before them. rrhere is a warning for you, says the Holy 
Quran, in the stories of thot:1e that have gone before you. The 
Christians would have done well, if they bad taken that warn• 

ing, but they, instead of doing so, are repeat;ing the same error 
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which the Jews committed before them. Taking the Messiah to 
be an earthly king is not the only error in which the Christians 
have followed the erring Jews. 'fhe Jews committed another seri
ous blunder, which hindered them from accepting their Messiah, 

and it is pity that t,he Christians have followed their footsteps 
even in the case of this second error. ~I.1his error lay in their 
interpretation of the p1·ophecy relating to the coming back of 
Elijah. They were under the delusion that Elijah had ascended to 
heavens and that he would come back to earth in person before 
the Promised Messiah made his appearance. Jesus pointed out 
their error and told them that the coming back: of Elijah, meant;. 
tl:ie appearance of another person in the spirit and character of 
Elijah. Tho Christians were also given a similar promise, viz.,. 
the promise relating to the coming back of Jesus, but in spite of 
the precedent they have in the prophecy of the return of Elijah. 
they, like the blundering Jews, are still under the delusion that 
Jesus had ascended to heaven and that he will come back to 
this earth, not as a spiritu;:1,l kiog, bat as an earthly ruler. If 
they had been wise, they ought to have taken to hiart the t,wo 
most important lessons which the fate of the Jews had taught 
them. 'l.1hey are more to b.lame than the Jews. The latter had 
no precedent to guide them; still they were condemned for 
rejecting Jesus. '11he Christians have a precedent before them 
but they refuse to be guided by it. 'rhey have the plain words 

of Jesus who said that his kingdom was not of this world and 

that by the coming back of a person is meant, not the coming 
to this world of the self-same person, but only the appearance 

of another person in his spirit and character. But in spite of 
these express warnings, they are holding that by the coming back 
of J esu3 is meant the appearance of Jesus in person and that 
though at his first advent, his kingdom was not of this world, it 
will. be of this world at his second advent. These two errors 
have hindered them from listening to the voice of Ahmad who 

appeared in the spirit and character of Jesus, and they have not 
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condescended to study the signs which appeared in his life-time 
to bear witness to his truth and which are still being witnessed 
in the different parts of the world. God showed great signs in his 
favour but; the Christian world has noli benefitted by them; He 
will show mJre signs and He will not cease to do so until his truth 
is widely acknowledged throughout the world. Not only the 
Muslim countries but even Europe and America have wjtnessed 
the fulfilment of his great prophecies. American Press, not many 
years ago, bore witness to the truth of his prophecy relating to
the disastrous end of the impostor of the Zion city near Chicago,. 
viz., Dr. Dowie of America. He prophecied that the earth 
would be shaken by mighty earthquakes, which would bi! 
unparalleied in their severity and in the frequency of their
occnrrence, and that they would not be confined to any one 
country, but would occur in various parts of the world ; and 

there is hardly any quarter of the globe which has not 
wi~nessed the truth of these words. Some of these prophecies 
were published in the pages of the Review and not long after 
their -publication, earthquakes occarred, which were not only 
uni,·ersally admitted to be of unprecedented severity, but 
about which it was also declared that they were not likely to 
be surpassed in severity by any earthquake in the future. On 
15th January, 1906, he published a revelation of his which said, 

J l:i.; 1...5' 1-t 0 ) ,.~ J) J J y J i.e., '' There has occurred a 
quaking in the palace of the Shah.'' "Then these words were 
published, there was no sign of the revolution in Persia which has
only recently upset the throne of the Persian monarch and has 
compelled its royal occupant to seek refuge among foreigners. 

Similarly on the occasion of a visit to Qadian in the year 1808 by 
a Turkish official he prophecied evil fate not only for the official::;. 
of the Ottoman empire, but also for the head of that state. 
'fhis prophecy was greatly resented by the Muslim public in 
India which looked upon the Sultan as their spiritual l1ead and 
which could consequently ill brook any prophecy which foretold 
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evil for him, but the recent Turkish Revolution has proved the 
truth of the prophetic vwrd as clearly as did the Persian Revolu• 
tion. The Sultan of Turkey and the Shah of Persia are, however, 
not the only kings whose hidden fate was foretold by the Divine 
revelation sent to the Promised Messiah. That revelation 
also disclosed the fate of another kingdom of Asia. Nay, this 
revelation referred not to one kingdom, but; to three, two of 
wbich lie in the Far East and the thi1·d extends over a large 
part of the continents of Asia and Europe. In the year 1904, 
shortly after the commencement of the Russo-Japanese war, 
the Word of God came to the Promised Messiah saying 

-' lo. J j t.; , .... / l!. J ~/ J _, 1 ~:; l.b J .J:;..~ i...>!. J 

i.i., "An Eastern power and Korea in a critical condition.'' 
This revelation pointed to the fact that in the conflict between 
Hussia and Japan, victory would fall to the lot of the latter, 
which is spoken of as an Eastern power. It was this victory which 
raised Japan in the estimation of the political world and gave ib 
the proud name of an Ea.s~ern Power, but that name was given 
it in the Word of God long before it was given it by the world. 
But that revelation not only pointed to the final victory of 
Japan, but also foretold another important evertt which was to 
follow that victory about 5 years later. That event was the 
fate of Korea. The victory was to be followed by a crisis in 
Korea and the 'eastern power' was mainly concerned with that 
crisis. That crisis came in the year 1910 when Korea ceased to 
exist as a separate kingdom, and its unfortunate ruler coming 

down from his throne, quietly surrrendered his dominions to 
his powerful neighbour, whose kingdom was prophetically 

described as ' an eastern power' by divine revelation. The 
kingdom of Korea not only lost its independence, but also lost 
its very name, for a new name has been given it by its new 
ruler. How man·ellous are the vicissitudes of fortune ! He 
who was once a king now by the irony of fate stands in the 
ranks of the subjects cf a foreign ruler. This marvellous 
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change as well as the agency through which it was to be 
brought about was foretold by Divine revelation a.bout 5 years 
before its occurrence. 

In short numerous and powerful are the signs which the 
God of heaven has shown to esliablish the truth of Ahmad, huh 

the world is too much engrossed with its affairs to pay heed to 
them. But the signs of God have not yet come to an end. He 
will show more and more signs and some of them will be so 
terrible that the world will at last be awakened from its 
lethargy and forced to see the truth of him who uttered these 
mighty prophecies. One of the powerful prophecies which he h:-\s 

uttered and which yet awaits fulfilment is the prediction which 
says that Europe and other Christian countries will be visited 
by a plague which will be very severe. As his pro.phecy relating 
to the outbreak of te1·rible plague in the Punjab and other 

parts of India has been fulfilled, his prophecy relating to the 
outbreak of a devastating disease in Christendom must also be 
fulfilled. The Christian missionary moves about iu the world, 
telling the people old tales a.bout the miracles of Jesus, bun he 
pays no heed to these fresh signs of the second Mei.siah and does 
not accept his claims, because the second Messiah does not; 
conform to the false image which the Missionary has drawn to 
himself in his imagination. He is committing the same errors 
which the Jews committed before. A. Messiah was promised to 
the Jews, but when he appeared, they rejected him, because he 

did not fulfil their false expectations. Similarly a Mei;siah was 
promised to che Christians, but when he made his appearance,. 
they rejected him because be did not happen to conform to 
tb.e false image which they had drawn in their imagination .. 

HThere has come a warner in the world,'' says Divine reve
lation, "but the world has not accepted him. God, however, 
will accept him aud will show his truth by mighty onslaughts.'> 
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