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Expansion of Christianity. 
Christians dwell extravagantly on the struggles of the early 

converts and the persecutions they are said to havo undergone. 
Ignoring the fact that all new religious bodies breaking away 

from au already established system and enunciating new ideas 
ha·:c always bP.cn subject to annoyances, persecutions, and 
ostracism ranging in severity according to the temper of their 
propaganda. and the moral standard of the people among whom 
the heresy arose,_ an examination of the progress of Chris
tianity brings out the truth, that under no system was heresy 
so severely dealt with, or so cruelly punished as under the re
gime of the so-called religion of peace. 

The doctrines believed in and taught by Christians regard

ing the struggles of their early co-religionists are well illus
trated by Wilson Barretts' novel, '' The Sign of the Cross,'' in 
which the Christian actors are all good people and the pagans 
all wicked with the exception of a few who are therefore 
fit mediums for conversion. "\Vith the morality and sincerity 

of such a work, I am not at present concerned. The point 
is that the book reflects the opinions of the average orthodox 

Christian iu regard t,o the early expansion of his creed; its 

olWCC8s as a drama is enough Lo :mbsLauLiaLo thio statement, 
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Now on the historical side, if wo examine the period under 
consideration, we find that the whole fabric crumbles, if nob 
into dust, at least into very small proportions. We know the 
toleration extended by Rome, Pagan Rome, to the other re
ligions of the empire ; Mithraism coming from the east spread 
throughout the empire, even making its way to the remote 

outposts, Britain itself showing traces of the cult of the invin• 
ciblc sun-god; its ritual even becamo woven into the rites of 
Latin Christianity. 

'rho Christian religion might also have spread after th0 
same manner, under the Roman principles of toleration, had 
it not been for political considerations. It is evident that the 

early Christians were not persecuted by Imperial edict for their 
religious opinions, but as a matter of state policy, though 
by popular consent, as happens under similar circumstances 
at the present day, they must have been subjected to petty 

11crsccutions. 

In fact on t,hc total issuo, J.M. Robertson, M.P., seems doubt
ful if any ordained and legalised persecutions ever took place, 
tla.ve ,1. (1) in Egypt under Severus ...• (2) on a small scale 
under .Ma,ximiuus, (3) in the east under Decius, (4) under 
Va,krian, (5) throughout the empire under Diocletian and his 
colleagues." 

Even under Diocletian when matters were at their worst. 

we- find that throughout the Empire the victim'- appear to have 
been within 2,000; it could scarcely therefore have been a per
Dccution undertaken with a view to the extermination of tbe 
c1uut, while we have even Christian evidence as to the humani

ty uf the better pagans who sheltered friends and relatives. How 
uifferent this from the religious frenzy of the Christiane them
Bel vos in after years w heu th0 nearest kinsmen by blood and 
u1arriiige were ruthle::isly betrayed to the fury of the Inquisition• 



1911.) EXPANSION 01 CHRISTIANITY, 223 

It is also evident that in Rome many Christians brought martyr• 
dom on themselves by their frantic zeal in outrages on pagan 

temples and sacred works 0£ art, just as many did at Cordova 

centuries later during the Muslim domination and the supremacy 
of the Omoyy:id. 

The view that regarded pagan Rome before the political 
establishment of the Christian hierarchy, as sunk in an abyass of 

vice and corruption, and sexual immorality has now been done 
away with, and relegated to the myths of the past by all trust
worthy historians. The belief that Christianity alone fostered 

morality, encouraged progress and brought about the regenera
tion and civilization of Europe is false, not only so, but it is 
pernicious to a correct appreciation of historical development. 
Dr. Emil Ueich s:1ys :-

" It wou k1 be the easiest thing in the world: to accn
mnlate examples of t;he most tender ch:uit,y vmc• 

tisecl by t,hesc immora,l Romans ; for instan0.A, t,he 

charitable institutions of the Emperors ~erva, Traja.n, 
and Hadrian, which em braced all the orphans and 
the minor children of the vast empire. Numberless 

are the case of the most magnanimous individuals. 

Justice in imperial Rome, in this rotten and diseased 

Rome, was administered in the moot perfect way. We 
seldom or never hear a complaint over the iujustiee of 

judges or the injustice of the imperial chamber. The 

liberty of citizens, even the personal safety of slaves, 
were protected by powerful laws ; the taxes were 

small, and were comparatively speaking, a rare event 
The average Roman gentleman was a firm believer 
in the pure doctrine of the stoics • . • • These rotten 
Romans of the first three centuries of our era, 
instead of dozing away in idle proiligacy, were 

the founders of thousands of ilourishing cit,ios in 
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France, Britain, Germany, Austria etc., with so 
many aqueducts for fresh water, with countless 
dikes and roads in almost all Europe, in Asia 
Minor, and in Africa. Theee rotten Romans pro

tected every body and persecuted nobody • • ••• 
They cultivated literature and science, n.ud a host 
of the greatest writers, thinkers and scientists, the 
world bas ever seen, like Strabo, Ptolemy, Galenus, 
Pappus1 etc., lived under their mild rule. Com
merce was protected and extended to the land of 
the Chinese and the bays of Sweden. There was 

a most admirable postal system all over the vnst 
extent of the Empire, connecting London with 
Alexandria in Egypt, and furnishing the greatest 
facilities for private correspondence. The innumer
able nations under these diseased Romans felt so 
happy that they never, or very rarely, thought 
of revolting against a rule at once so mild and 

profitable. This is the real picture of the Roman 

Empire.'' 

How often do we find in later years when going in a 
scientific spirit into the details of a system, that the beliefs 
we imbibed in our boyhood concerning it, were false and 
untrustworthy. Bow often have we heard, and bear of how 
Christianity elevated woman, and yet, woman at the pre• 
sent day in Christendom has not attaine<:l to the position she 
held in pagan Rome ; while for centuries her status was 
lower under Christianity than it was under t]1e barbarian 
Goths. 

How can we hope thn.b man will attain to the full powers 
of manhood when the hand that guides his early footsteps 
aa well as the brain that in childhood moulds his charac~ 
ter, is itself warped and narrowed in its span and bigoted 
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in its outlook ? For tl10 mind to develop, it must be taught 
the highest ideals and the noblest aspirations ; it must> learn 

to seek and reach for grander things; it must read the Now 
before it can understand the grandeur and importance of the 

Future. The quality of the fruit depends on the nature of 
the soil in which the parent Tree is planted and on the rich
ness of the food that supplies it with nourishment. In a 
well-kept garden, the gardener leaves no room for weeds ; the 
fragr::mce and the beauty of the Hose and the loveliness and 
delicacy of the Chrysanthemum are his special care. It is the 

fill.me in a welUmined mind; the weeds are rooted out, and only 
t,he goocl and the true, trained and encouraged; for then only can 

we produce a character in which the flowers of purit,y will bloom 

and the loftiest thoughts appear. 

It is a rather strange anomaly that on an examination of 

the history of the " Religion of Peace,'' we find that it owes 
its expansion in Europe almost wholly to the sword ; what a 
contrast to, sa.y, either Islam or Buddhism. Of course I am 
awaro that my opponents will re-assert the old fable, that Islam 
was principally propagated by the sword. But this assertion 
has been over thrown so often that I have no desire to do so 
now, as it is my intention to submit that Christianity was so 
expanded. I would only remark that no stronger defence of the 
peacefulness of Islamic propaganda has ever been published 

than that by Prof. Arnold in his " Preaching of Islam.'' 

I do not deny that in a few rare cases especially in central 

Africa some tribes were compelled to turn Muslims by Islamic 
chieftains ; but such a method in a few exceptional cases was 
i:iimply inculcated by rulers for their own political reasons and 
is opposed to the teachings of all schools of Islamic jurispru
dence and in contravention of the doctrines taught by the 

Prophet (0. \V. B. P.). On the other hand the conversion of the 
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pagans to Christianity by the sword and the axe, was' not only 
undertaken by the European sovereigns for political reasons ; 

bub at the instance of the Church itself and under the warranb 

of ecclesiastical law. There is very little doubt but that the 
expansion was entered into by ecclesiastical authorities princi
pally as a means of obtaining revenue, though we occasionally 
hoar of converts being made by some hermit in some lonely 
region, around whose self-sacrificing life the odour of sanctity 
and reverence of mystery and awe of superstition had developed 
and cast a religious glamour. The general method of expansion 

in the early stages of progress was by an appeal to king':i who 

were generally won over by selfish motives, namely, the snp
porb of Rome, in the extension of their powers and borders. 

,vhen the king was won over, an imperial edict was issnccl 
calling upon his subjects to be baptised on a certain day. lb 
was an unwritten law thn.t whatever the religion of the ruler 
t,he same must be the religi<>n of the people, an unwritt.en law 
that Christianity founded and mainLa,ined fOl' cent.uries ; iu so 
fat had Europe in the dark ages receded from the tolerance a.nd 
equity of pagan Rome. vVe, therefore, read repeatedly of whole

sale conversions to Christianity at the order of sovereigns. 

By such a method, ten thousand Angli were baptised at 
Kent, on Christmas Day, 597 A. D. No wonder a writer speaks 
of it :-'' a transaction which reduced the rite to nullity, and 

the individuality of the converts to the level of that of animals.'' 
In Spain and Gaul multitudes were baptised by force. No doubb 
an first relapses were common, perhaps nearly as common as 

conversions ; but the lapses gradually ceased, were bound to 
cease, when it was found that the sworcl of the king waa 
ever ready to support the cause of the missionary. Who will 

dare to say that the fact stated is nob as patent to-day as it 
was in the dark ages. When European missionaries go to 

Africa or Asia, to do what they call civilising the heathen, bow 
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long is it before whisky and prostitution and the sabre, rifle 

and heavy artillery follow in the train ? To what spot on the 

face of the earth have Christian missionaries gone that war 
and all the vices of Christendom have not followed. 

No sooner had Christianity seized the reins of power 
under the aegis of the Caesars, than it became in its turn the 
pcr!:iecutor; and what a persecutor, tho world had never se;m 

its like before ; it followed the pagans with more relentless 
hatrod and diabolical fury than it had ever suffered at their 

hands. An edict of Constantine, the imperial assassin, pro

hibited the assembling of heretics, confiscated their property, 
and applied it to the revenue of the church ; not only so but 

the eC:icb is preceded by a preamble, seething with passion and 

reproach (vide Gibbon, Chap. xx:i). Yet, it was not the edicb 

of Constantine, but the edicts of Theodosius that overthrew 

the crumbling bulwarks of paganism and hastened Europe on 

its downward course to the pit of the Dark Ages. Well 

might historia.03 speak cf the time referred to by the title 
Dark. As J. McCabe has aptly put it:-

,, The picture of Europe in the ninth and tenth centuries, 

as any conscientious historian must paint it, is a repulsive 
onc .•••.•.•• It was the leaden age of Christian Europe. The 

bttsy schools, the broad roads, the normal peace, the artistic 
treasures of the pagan world had disappeared. A network of 
merciless bravos lay across the land, and famine and pesti-

lence stalked with impunity. In the towns men of coarse and 
violent habit huddled together in dirty hovels, by which ran 

fil~hy, unpaved and unlighted streets. It was the golden age 
only of microbes and of robbers and of superstition.'' 

Amid n.ll this degradation there was one bright spot in 

Europe ; in one corner of the continent, cleanliness was observ

ed, science was taught and philosophy cultivated, commerce and 
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education Hourished, and the inhabitants therefore studied 
poetry and developed the arts. In Spain, in Andalusia, the 

Moor was teaching the nations and paving the way for the 

epoch of Rationalism, for the revolution, resuscitation and re

generation of Christian thought. It was the Arab that made 

Protcst~tntism possible. 

\Ve have already seen that the persecutions of the Chris
tians undor the p'3.gan empire were not so severe as has been 
i:;o often stated by followers of that faith ; and that it might 
have, like the other creeds of the empire, existed in compar~

ti vc quietness without bringing on itself tho animosity of tho 

state, if it had like them, simply contented itself by worshipping 

God afLor its own manner. Bllt the Christians looked upon all 

other religions as idolatry, and their detest;ation of pagan idols, 
as they called them, led them into a virulent propaganda that 

roused the passions of their opponentH, brought them into vio. 
lent contact with the populaco and finally incurred for them the 

hostility of the state. In the time of Tertullian they were 

defined in the west a:{ '' enemies of the gods, of the emperors,' 

of the laws, of morals, and 0£ all nature.'' 

Their morals and their intelligence were on a low plane, 

though their opponents in their passion may have exaggerated 

the points; we find such exaggerations common even to-day, 
Christians in their speeches and writings being prone to vilify 

their opponents, and to accuse Muslims Agnostics Atheists 
' ' ' Hindus, Buddhists aocl other bodies of an attempt to degrade 

morals, without recognising that the statement tells more against 
themselves. 

Whether cxaggcrntod or not, th,~ facLs go to show that there 
wm:; a great deal of truth in the assertion:-; ma.de against Lhom 
in the paga.n literature. \Vhcri Cow,Lautinc strangled Liciniut>, 
put-to doi..l.th hit:1 own son Crispul:I, a nt:phcw and his wife ltauata, ; 
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tho pagans denounced him, but nob a voice was raised among 
the Christian clergy eit110r censuring or rebuking him for the 
rnurderR. The same silence occurred when Constantine deliber
ately "-Ssassinated the two surviving brothers of his father and 
all their sons save Gallns and Julian. 'l'hc pagans and their 
priests might revolt at such rulers and refuse them absolution ; 
not so with Christian priests, their conscience was of a different 

kind, they found no difficulty and endured no moral qualms ab 
giving absolution to an_¥ imperial murderers so long as it paved 
tiho way to power and raised their Church to the state religion. 

So they were silent at every horror, for those who committed the 
barbarities were their recognised leaders who had made their 

Church that of the empire ; Christianity was now in the ascend
ancy, it had become the persecutor and at every episcopal 
election the most dreadful scenes were enacted ; those destined 
to rise to power in the Church were those who could command 
the most bravos, and get the swords of the rabble to support or 
onforcc their election. 

'' Julian" says a writer, •• has told how whole troops of 
those who were called heretics were massacred~ 
notably at Cyzicus and at Samosata ; while iu 
Paphlagonia, Bithynia, Galatiu, and many other 

provinces, towns and villages were utterly destroyed. 

In one massacre at Coni:;tantino;_:>le (342) there 

perished more than three thousand persons, more 
than suffered death in tlie whole ten years of 
the last pagan perse~ution. ':Phe populace were 
divided into factions :fighting in the very churches ; 

the clergy in the face of these horrors were powerless 
for good. 'firidates, the Christian King of Armenia, 
8pread the religion with fire and sword.'' (A.bridged 
j1·om, Robertson's Hil:jtory of Ohr,i:st,ianity). 

It it-i litLlc wonder that Christianity in the early centuricei 
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of its existence, brought upon itself the ridicule and contempt 

of the pagans, who had both a grander literature and a high 
code of morals. \Vhat a difference there was between those 

Christian churches with their rabble of worshippers and scenes 
of brutality and murder, and, the god-crowded halls of Hcllas 

in the golden age of Pericles and in Grecco a.nd Rome's pagan 

and palmy days. 

There was a short period of revival under Julian; young 

vigorous and ardent, his very ardour and inexperience helped 
to retard his own efforts and to worsen the cause for wl1ich he 

laboured. He roused the animosity of the Christians, and ho 

failed to retain the support of the more ignorant and rabid of 
hi~ own party, although he left to the empire a character, 

which in nobili~y and tolerance none of his Christian successors 
were able to attain to, 

The restitution of Christianity again took place under 
V ,1'cns and V,tlentian ; but the tolerance of paganism, the 
humanism of Socrates; the philoHophy of Philo, Plato and 
Lhui r corn peers, the morality of Zeno and the Stoics were gone. 
The empire had become au arena, where passions were developed 
which for sheer brutality have probably never been equalled and 
let us hope never will. In the otrugglo for the episcopal chair 
of Rome between D;J.masus and U rsinus, Damasus hired gladi

ators to carry hie point, and one hundred and thirty-seven dead 

bodies were counted in the basilica. In ~ orth Africa the feud 
between the orthodox and the Donatists raged fiercely and 
guerrilla warfare of the savagest sort was carried on, and 

cruelty of the most barbarous description practised. In the 
east the strife went, on bet,ween Arians and Athanasia.ns, until it 
mus~ have seemed to au outsider as if Lhe whulo Chrit:itian world 
had gone mad. 

lu the reigu of Theodmiius, the i:;trugglc between Christianity 
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and the older cult1:1 was practically over. Although there is no 

proof that the cruel edicts of that Empero1• were ever carried to 

the extreme, it could not have been from any feeling of for

be~rance or of humanity, but from political reasons. The man 
who, after the murder of his governor at Thessalonica by an 
enraged rabble, planned an indiscriminate massacre in which from 
seven thouaand to fifteen thousand men, women and children 

perished, was capable of carrying any edict to the extreme if it 

suited his purpose to do so. 

'£he reign of the second Theodosius was no better than that 
of the first. In Egypt the patriarch Cyril foll foul of the Jews ; 
and in Alexandria the more fanatical of the populace, and the 

vagabonds, led on by the monks, sacked and plundered the Jewish 
quart.er and drove the inhabitants from the city. Orestes the 

prefecr. tric<l to quell t,he di3turbn.ncc, hut his troops were 
insufficient, and he only drew upon himself the hatred of the 

priesthood. 

\Vhen they had disposed of the Jews, they turned their 

anger against the pagans. I-Iypatia, the daughter of Theon the 
Mathematician, was set on by a mob of half frantic monks, 
amid a stream of yelling, shrieking, mad humanity. She was 

dragged into the Church of the Caesareum, the clot,hes torn 
from her breast and limbs ; a club scattered her brains on the 
floor at the foot of the Altar ; th8 limbs were wrenched from the 
body; and the body hewn in pieces ; the flesh was scraped from 
the bones with shells and cn.3t into a fire as an offering unto the 

Christia.n's God. 

When the so-called barbarians entered Europe and embraced 
the religion of the western empire they overthrew, matters were 

scarcaly better. 'l'hey too, soon, came under the domination of 
the priesthood, and what nobility they had inherited from their 
fathers, such as respect for the chastity of women, wa,s soon lost 
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in the moral chaos of Christendom. Alaric broke up the Elem1inian 

mysteries in Greece, and the &word of the Vandals pursued 

the Manichean sectaries with bitter and relentless fury. 

The Franks who settled in Gaul and the peoples subservient 

to them were converted at the mere fiat of their king, Clovis. 
Tolerance and conscience seemed to be things unknown, and 

reason dead ; the people were led to ha ptism like beasts being 
led to the slaughter. Pandemonium had set in, and Europe 

rushed down the sink of the Dark Ages. 

The old religions of Romo were practically extinct, the new 

had triumphed ; but Christia,nity had not actually cast out the 
old, it had absorbed them. 'l111e old pagan festivals were adop
ted ; the old hereos beca.me Christian saints and mart,yrs, " the 
Z.ituus of the augur had become t,hc crozier of the Bishop ; the 
mitres and tiaras of the heathen priests were duly transformed 
to the new hierarchy; and their processions were as nearly as 
possible copies of those of the great ceremonial cults of Egypt 
and the East'' (History of Christianity). Even the Pope succeeded 

the High Priest of Mithra and sat in the Mithraic chair on the 

Vatican Mount, arrayed in the vestments of the sun-god 

and bearing in his hands the special symbols of invincible 

Mithra. 

About the only race of the middle ages who seem to have 
been converted without bloodshed or coercion were the Gotbs ; 
and their conversion seems to have been due principally to the 

efforts of one man, vV ulfila, who lived in the fourth century ; a 
man of abstemious life and high character who devoted himself 
to the promulgation of the creed. Although a disciple here and 

there after the, manner of Wulfila, may have devoted himself 

to a life of asceticism a,nd preaching ; among the clergy, monks 

an.d devotees, not a single voice was raised to stay the intellec
tual stagnatiou th~b had set in, or even to stem the outburst11 of 
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savagery against horctics and pagans. All the teaching of 

Wulfila. socms to have accomplished nothing in the way o( moral 

elevation; they could still ravage Greece, sack Rome, and raise 
to the throne, a man, who like Sigeric had six rival childern 
murdered. 

Under Charlemagne the Saxons were converted with fire 

and sword. No less than four thousand were on one occasion 
sacrificed, and when it is considered that thirty-three years of 

warfare preceded their conversion to Christianity, it is better 
to leave the number of the slain to the imagination than to 

attempt to estimate it. Charlemagne's efforts were in purpose 

political not religious ; personal ambition not love either of 
Rome or God, impelled him to the propaganda by arms; the 
assistance of the Church was useful for popularising his cam
paigns while the ecclesiastical system gave greater stability to 

his empire, comprised as it was of so many different races who 
wore normally antagonistic to each other. There is no doubt of 
the laudation he has received in later years from orthodox 
writers; but what he accomplished for civilization is a moob 

point, and I am much inclined to think that Robertson is right 
when he asserts that it " was in large part destructive even 

where it osten11ibly made for civilization." 

And in a note the same writer remarks:-

" Thore is reason to surmise ~hat the very movemenb of 

Theological thought which marks the ninth century 

was due to Moslem contacts. These might have 
been more fruitful under peace conditions than 

under those of Charlemagne's Campaigns." ( lnt. to 
Politics, pago 181-3). 

It is difficulb to estim3te properly the true value of Muslim 

contacts ab tbis period. The Spanish Arabs had been for a 



234: 'l'!U .KITUIIW 01 RILIGIO!fll. (June 

lengthy period rent by rival factions, and were then just begin
ning to settle down to a stable government under the rule of the 
Omeyyad dynasty. Culture there had been during the rule of 

the Emirs, but the instability of that rule, and the rapid changes 
of rulers had curbed its development. During the reign of 

Charlemagne1 Abder-Rahman I, took control of the Moorish 
destinies and from then on ward for a period of about four 

hundred years inte1leotual progress was steady and con• 
tinuous. 

As we look over the later expansion of Christianity, the 
general mode of conversion and propaganda is the same, the 
sword and force. ~l.1he Slavs, with possibly the exception of those 
who formed at that period the Russian people, were coerced into 
Christianity. From 870 to !)3(3 A.D., Bohemia was suqjected 
by the same measures when t,hree D1tkes lent their swords to the 
Church against the people over whom t•hey ruled. So in Poland, 

where the ruliag Duke aft,er hi8 conversion enfornocl t,h~ edicts 

of t,he Vn.tica,n. So in Norway, where 01:l.f Try)'{veRsou carried 

fire, sword and axe to the destruction of the temples of Thor, 
Odin and Baldur. After the same manner were the Wends 

brought to see the blessings of Christianity, and the Hungarians 
m~de to see its truth and admire its beauty, and respect its 
charity and its tolerance. Prof. Vambery writing of King Step
hen, s3ys :-

" Where he could not prevail by the charms of his 
apostolic persuasion, he unhesitatingly threw the 
weight of his royal sword into the scale. Whilst 
battling with the arms of truth, he did not recoil 
from using violence, if necessary in its service. Fate 
did not spare him the cruel necessity of having to 

proceed even against his own blood.'' 

This statement coming from a professed historian is really 
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pitiful rubbish, and is a good sample of the nonsense fostered 
too often upon the public as a critical exposition of historical 

facts ; while all it amounts to is a bigoted adulation of an 
intolerant monarch, who is turned into a saint because of his 

persecution of pagans, and an adulation of his methods. lb 
serves to show the intolerance of the promoters of Christianity 
and the methods employed in its expansion. Says J. M. 
Robertson :-

" The summary of seven hundred years of Christian ex

pansion in Northern Europe, is that the work was in the 
main done by the sword, in the interests of kings and tyrants, 

who supported it, as against the resistance of their subjects, 
who saw in the church an instrument for their subjection •• 
~rhe heathen, broadly speaking, were never persuaded, never 

convinced, never won by the appeal of the new doctrine ; they 
were either transferred by their kings to the church like so 
many cattle or boaten down into submission after generatione 

of resistance and massacre . . . • . • And centuries after the 
barbarian heathenism of Europe was ostensibly drowned in 
blood, Christian Spain, having overthrown the Moslem Moors, 
proceeded in the same fashion to dragoon Moslems and Jew 8 

into the true faith, baptising in droves those who yielded or 
dissembled, and driving out of the country myriads more 
who would not submit. l111e misery and butchery wrought 
from first to last are unimaginable. If the Spanish conquests 
0£ Mexico and Peru, with their church-blessed policy of sup

pressing heathenism, be added to the record, the totality of evil 

becomes appalling ; for the Spanish priest Las Casas estimated 

the total destruction of native life at twelve millions. All 

this slaughter took place by way of • expansion,' and ifi 
exclusive of the further record of the slaughters wrought by 
the church for the suppression of heresy within its established 
field. It is a strange prepossession that, in face of such a 
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retrospect, habitually concentrates Christian thought ou the 
remote and transient persecutions of Christianity by ancient 
paganism. If the blood shed on the score of religion by 
paganism and Christianity respectively be carefully estimated, 
the former might say to the latter, in the words of the latter• 
day heathen king of the Zulus who was crushed by an osten
tatiously Christian statesmanship ;-'The blood shed in my 
reign was, to the blood shed since, as an ant in a pool of 
waber.' '' 

YEEIYA-EN-NASR PARKINSON. 
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The Way to Real Happiness. 
(By M. Basharat Ahmad). 

Happiness is the universal goal of humanity. All the activi

ties of man with their endless variety and boundless diversity are 
directly or indirectly directed towards it. All the din and bustle 

of this busy world, all t1ie stress and strain of human brain, all 

the toils and moils of human hbour, in short all the strife and 
s~ruggle of human life tend towards this very object-happiness 
The reigning monarch in his sceptered sway and the starving 
lackey in bis liveried poverty, the rising yout,li blooming and 
hlm,hing in health and the he1 pless suckling mew ling and 
puling in the nnrse's arm, t,he philosopher with his logical 
profnn<lity ancl the poet with his imaginative snblirnity, the 
scientist with all his science-ridden disposition, aud the empiric 

with his ignorant superstition, in short in all the varied walks 
of life and all the different departments of human existence 
man i::, const,antly and consciously driving at this very object 
with an absolute singleness or aim. Su,ns Cuique Mos- Ha.bits 
and customs being different, the conception of happiness must, 
of course, be different with diffet·ent men. In the circumst!l.uces 
it is difficult to lay down a universally suited cut and dried 
definition of ha,ppincss. Every one h:1s his own point of view, 

every one has his own likings and dislikings, every one has 
his own tastes and tendencies. It is, therefore, a sheer impossi
bility to single out from among the multitudinous hankerings 

and yearnings of man anything that may be said to constitute 
human happiness. Then again the gratification of one desire 
or the fulfilment of one object or the achievement of one succesl:l, 
howsoever important and beneficial may it be, will certainly 
fail to ensure the pitch of tranq uility and the acme of felicity 
which are the essential factors of real happiness. ConscquentJy 
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the only possible definition of happiness is the attainment 
of all aims and objects and the gratification of all desires 
and wishes. To attain to such a state of life man has, since 
his immersion in this restless world, cried uphill and downdale 
and taxed to the utmost tension his powers and faculties, but 
has failed outright. The materialist has striven to utilize for 

this purpose the properties and forces of matter. His labour has 

burst forth in three different channels, where his varied powers 
and diversified potentialities can find full scope and free play ; 

Government, Wealth, and Knowledge. 'rhis corn prehensi ve 

trio ha.s entirely absorbed the energies of the materialist and 
completely exhausted the resources mental aud physical of the 

la.yman. 

''Might is right'' is a ,vell-known cant of those who want to 
work their will by dint of superior force, Government is the dirMt 
practical upshot of this "might is right'' policy. In the struggle 
of life the weaker is bound to go to the wall and bow down in 
subjection to the stronger. rrhe stronger, to secure his happi
ness, can impose upon the we!.lker all that somehow or other con
tributes to his happiness. This encroachment of force has, through 
long centuries, developed into refined kingship and quite recently 
has further ripened into most decent and humane governance, 
tempered by the humanising influence of civilization and 

softened by the liberalising effect of learning. Although the 
present day mode of government all over the world has lost 
to a great extent the original element of selfishness and the 
force of the'' might is right'' principle has been immensely 
minimised, there is no gain saying the fact that it is with a 
certain class of people, the gifted few of the human race, a. 

means of getting to the goal of humanity -happiness. Authority 
and power are, of course, great facLors in the attainment of 

happiness in life. But man's authority and power are but 
limited even at the greatest, hence tlH0 y can afford at the mos~ 
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bub limited help, which fails to satisfy the endless desires and 

wishes of human mind. All the authority and powor of a 
king can nob avert na,tural calamities. With all his royal equip
ment and regal paraphernalia, he falls a prey to illness which 
strikes pleasure dead and in the twinkling of an eye makes 
happiness a thing of the past. He often walks benighted in the 
mid-day sun and makes himself his own dungeon. 

Bub yesterday the word of Caesar 

Might have stood against the world, 

Now lies he there, 

And none so poor to do him reverence. 

Only the other day Sultan Abdul Hamid, the greabesb 
autocrat of his time, could at a word shake the Mu!!lim Turkey 

from end to end ; his word wa.3 law ; his sword :flashed free 
charged with death. To-day he, the same Abdul Hamid, yes the 
same potentate of Muslim Absolutism, lies rotting in Salonika 
prison. One might read th~ last words of Arthur to be convinced 
of the miserable state of mind under which he was groaning in 
the agonies of despair :-

'\Voe is me ! 

A nthority forgets a dying king, 
Laid widowed of the power in his eye. 

That bowed the will. 

Let man become the master of land and water ; let him 

bring men and animals under his subjection ; let him have 

countless armies and powerful navies; let his coffers be choked 
wfoh gold, with all the glittering glories of his greatness, with 
all the pomp and Rhow of his royalty, with all the fuss and 
noise of his authority, with all the boom of cannon and the 
thunder of guns, he can not keep back sickness or death even 
for a second. This leaves no room for doubt in the fact that 

even Government adorned with all iti kingly accoutrements can 
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scarcely bring on real happiness. It may afford occasional glim

merings of joy and fitful twinkles of pleasure every now and 

then, but as to constant and true happiness, it fails to procure it. 

Next to government there is wealth. Since the creation of the 

world, the material portion of it has ever been characterised by 

what may fitly be termed a pecuniomania. '' Money makes the 
mare go " is the code of life with many a human being. Money 

according to them, is the golden key which can open all locks. 

It is, as they think, the secret of all success. They consider 
that money is the philosopher's stone which can convert every 

undertaking into a success. While recognising the great useful
ness of money, it can scarcely be denied that the worshipper 

of mammon with his " golden touch " is at times a most miser
able creature imaginable and beyond a certain point pelf has 
point blank refosed to render him any service. Sickness and 

death, misfortune and mishap, and sorrow and grief are ever 
and anon preying upon his forlorn soul, but his wealth avails 

him not. Consequently it is as clea,r as day that wealth, 

although an indispensable appendage, falls far too short of 
what may be believed to ensure true happiuess. 

Re<l lising the inctbility of tho physical forces and powers of 

ma,u to obtain :1ctua,l happiness people have sought help from 
science and have endeavoured to subdue nature, but here again 
the ati,ernpt had proved to be one of the funniest misdirections 

of human energies, so far aq t,he attainment of real happiness 

is ,~oocerued. It is true that man owes much to science for the 
considerable alleviation of pain which ha'3 followed it, but it is 

equally trne that science has signally failed to mn.ke man all 
round happy. Science being the outcome of the limited ex

porie11c0 and observation of man can scarcely be expected to 

satisfy the vast infinitude of human desires and wishes. In the 

ovolntion of human race, science forms a very valuable and 

i'rnportrmt asset which the present generation iul1erita from the 
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past ones, and the world at large is much the better and happier 
for it, but total annihilation of pain is so far an unattainable 
impossibility, if man is thrown at the mercy of science and 
other material resources. 

It is needless to labour this point any further. The in
ability of science to ensure absolute happiness is self-evident. 
Failing to obtain perfect relief in the sphere of science, man 

fell under the necessity of seeking relief elsewhere. Next he 
turned his attention to his ownself. Unable to get adequate 
help from outside he looked within him and thought to make 
the deficiency of the forces of Nature from his ownself. He 
developed his will-power to a very high degree and thus 

sought. to attain what he could not achieve in the domain of 
science. Man succeeded, to a considerable extent, in promoting 
his will-power and did greatly profit by it. He did work 
wonders with his enhanced will-power and grently supplemented 
the rich treasure of science. Mesmerism, hypnotism and 
clairvoyance ad.ded to the usefulness of scientific lore. But to 

the dismay of man will-power, although bringing much aid a.nd 
relief to the hnman species, refused to help him beyond a certain 
limit. There are in the world many adverse forces at work 
which tend to neutralise the utility of augmented will-power. 
Moralit;y is doubtless a stepping-stone to happiness, without 

morality happiness is a veritable sham, but science with all its 
" Wiil-power '' adjuncts does nqthing towards removing the 
hide-bound lethargy which has encrusted the face of the earth. 
Moreover while '' Will-power'' helps immensely in the realiza
tion of human desires, it gives no guarantee that the desires 
entertained do really contribute to the well-being and welfare 
of the :...aan. Thus acting in the dark, it is just possible that 
his increased will-power, far from adding to his happiness, 
may bring on trouble, a.nd produce quite a contrary result. It 
baa often happened that man, in his endeavours to be really 
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happy, has sought help from these scientific quarters and 
instead of being happy has ignorantly, but honestly paved 
the way for his own ruin. Dr. Dowie, the well-known American 
hypnotist, succeeded in amassing a large fortune and winning a 

considerable following, but to the astonishment of the New 
World, he died a raving maniac. His will-power and his untold 

wealth were of no avail to him. His daughter died in his 
life-time, but he could not heal her. His inner life was revealed 
and many of his vices were brought to light, while, as a result, 
his reputation came to grief and with all his efforts he could 

not recover the lost ground. To make his miserable end Abill 

more miserable, he was invited to a prayer duel by a man who 

was absolutely innocent of the scientific and hypnotistic lore 

and ,vho challenged the usefulness of Dr. Dowie's will power. 
Dr. Dowie failed to make good his pretensions and with all his 

increased will-power fell n. ready victim to his opponent's prayer, 
setting seal to the absolute impotency of his 4' Will-power " 

against the indomitable will of the Almighty. Man has done 
much and will do much more, to subdue the forces of N::iture and 

do away with all that is likely to stand in the way of his hap
piness, and secure all that is, in any wa,y, instrumental in the 

promotion of his happiness. But his efforts have brought on 
but a partial success in the attainment of his desired object. 
Without underrating the immense benefit of this limited 
succour which the production of human intellect has vouchsafed 
to the cause of man, without slighting the magnifying effect 

which the ever-widening horizon of human intellect and ever
expanding circle of scientific lorn are producing on the life of 
man, without ma.king light of the grave, powerful and far
reaching potentialities which though greatly revealed, still lie 
hidden in the ,vomb of scientific future, in short, without over
looking the considerable amelioration and countless facilities 

which the world has fortunately witnessed since science took hold 
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of the human mind, one can nob help admitting tha.t human effort 
gives no promise to bring absolute happiness and bids fair to 
rS;:main for ever an inadequate helper to the struggling millions. 
'£hat science and other creations of human intellect are no 
panacea for all our ills is abundantly clear from the fact that, 

although " science is from day to day reaching forth her arms 
to feel from world to world, and charms her secret from the 
latest moon," yet misery and pain haunt the dwellings of men 
none the less and the grip of sin on humanity is none the looser. 
Man does not feel satisfied unless cankering cares and soul-gnaw
ing anxieties altogether cease to embitter his feelings. 

A materialist finding himself helpless with all his earthly 
r~sources is oftener than not apt to look upon real happiness as 
an extravagant fancy and an impossible utopia. He is con
strained to hold that happiness can never exist under the sun 
and that human efforts fa,il to banish pain from the surface of 

the earth. If, however, happiness is the net issue of human 
efforts and no extra-mural agency seems to operate upon our 
practical life, man is the most miserable of God's creatures, 

and even though surrounded by the comforts and conveniencea 
brought on by human experience and science, human life is 

scarcely worth the living. This feeling of dependence and utter 
deapair has led many to the most execrable crime of suicide. In 
their endeavour to get to the highest pinnacle of happiness 

' many were so far disappointed that they came to regard life as 
a dreadful incubus hovering over the breast of humanity and 
welcomed death, more often by suicide, as the only shelter 
which could promise relief. 

Wordsworth is only right when he sayli a.bout his "Phantom 
of delight '':-

" A countenance in which did meet 

Sweet records, promises so sweet; 
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A creature not too bright and good 

For human nature's daily food ; 

For transient sorrows, simple wiles, 
Praise, blame, love, kisses, tears a.nd smiles." 

(J'une 

If this world is the only source of help to us, and if nothing 

outside this world is to come to our rescue, it is a foregono con

clusion that happiness in its unmixed sense is an absolute 

impossibility and a.ll our attempts at the attainment of happi• 
ness :ue bound to end in smoke. But fortunately for mankind, 

happiness is not a corn plete te1·1·a incognita. 

':rhis ground hn.s frequently been traversed throngh and 
t11rough by not a few of God's men. Th0y have left on rPc,ird 

the 1notlus opercindi,, lea(ling up t.o this beatific region, in all its 
entirety auu w0 have bnt to adopt it and find onrselveR there. 

Before considering the scheme which guarantees happiuess 

in it8 full significance, let, me define the conception of happines-J. 
Man's life i::i boset with cares and anxieties. '1.1he removal of 

these cares and anxieties is the negative side of happiness. 
Man i., born with an irresistible hankering after comfort and 
pleasure, which is the positive side of happiness. For 
the cousummation of happiness all worries and pains must 
cease to exist, and all that is likely to bring comfort and 
joy must exist. In short, one will be said to be happy 

when his mind is incap:.,.ble of conceiving a desire which 
ca.n not be fulfilled, and every object conceived and every desire 
cherished is men to the fullest possible satisfaction. vVithoub 

any more taxing the patience of the reader, I should like to 

inform him that true happiness has always been the exclusive 
portion of the prophets and the monopolised privilege of the 
righteous servants of God. A materialist wrapt closely in his 
sensual fleece and fast asleep in his intellectua.l crust may, to 

his ill-luck, be tempted he1·eupon to brush aside my article 
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with a contemptuous wave of the hand or fall into a nonplussed 
state of mind with ignorant contempt. But on a patient perusal 
of the paper, he will certainly come to his own and .find therein 
mttch that deserves his host attcntiou. 

The mode adopted by theso people is perfectly in keeping 

with human nature and exactly fits in with the progressive char

acter of human ideals. The mode is entirely free from the 
confuslng theories of the philosopher and the vain unpractical 
sophistry of the hypnotist. He, the Prophet, and his followers, 

are plain matter of fact men. His life is a life of perfect 

chastity and sublimest uprightness. He has realised t,he weak
ueaa of human na.turc and the frailty of human resources. He 

can nob expect unalloyed happiness from a frail fret work of 
earthly resources, and estti.blishes connection with Him who is 
Almighty, All-powerful, and All knowing. 'l111ese people submit 

their will to that of God and thnw their will becomes the will 
of the Supreme Being. 

Before entering upon the subject, I do not consider 
it at all necessary to undertake to prove the existence and 

abtributes of God, but as the whole fabric of my argument 

hinges upon this vary point, and the entire case stiands or falls 

by the tenability or otherwise of the matter, a word mn,y be 

said about it. Fortunately for mankind, the conviction is struck 

home in the human heart, it is indelibly imprinted on every 

masculine mind, it is ineffoceab1y engravcn on the tablet of 

every feminine heart, indeed it is absolutely inevitable. All 
tho sceptical vapourings of materialism, all the blasphemous 

outbursts of Agnosticism, all the rabid vehemence and the bois
terous outpourings of godless conceit and atheistic vanity, in 
shorb all the plausible vomiting of philosophical jugglery, have 

failed to slacken in the least the firmest hold of the conviction on 

the human mind. Every atom of the universe bears an eloquent 

testimony, as if with the loudness of the trumpet call, to the 
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existence of a creator; every molecule of the cosmic amplitude 
speaks volumes, as if with a hundred thoupand tongues, testifying 

to the existence of an all-wise artificer. I will be simply insulting 
the common sense of my readers, if I take to elaborating 

arguments in support of a fact which is so open and above board. 

Once admit, as admit you must, that there is an omnipotent and 

omniscient designer working behind the universe. Once accept, 
as you can not help accepting, that the all pervading and im

manently permeating presence can do what He pleaees and can 

undo what He wills. Once realise, as nothing otherwise is possible, 
that man and other Ii ving beings on this or any other planet, 
entirely depend on Him for their existence and the continuity 
of their existence, it, then, becomes a priorie established thai 
connection with Him means our eternal salvation and that 

estrangement from Him means perpetual damnation. So 
inescapable and unpreventable is the belief in His existence 

that even the most cn.llous and recalcitrant atheist suckled in 

rigid adamantine godlessness can not at times fail to £eel the 
,sting of remorse and unconscious warning from within :flashing 

upon his mind most intuitively, and thrilling his very self with a 
sense of gratitude leaving him in solemn awe and silent reverence 
for a supreme will working behind the scene in unerring 

wisdom and infinite love, and perfect power. Thus it is true 
that human mind is proof against godlessness, nothing in all 
the world can loose the grip of the conviction on the human 
mind. 

In order to make up his own deficiency in the attainment 
of happiness man is apt to seek connection with One superior 
and more powerful. It is, therefore, })erfectly compatible with 

human aptitude that man should seek connection with One 
who loves us and is ever prepared to reC'eive us with consummate 
power and perfect wisdom and boundless affection. If absolute 

happiness and perfect felicity can exist in this world of ours, it 
can exist only when connection is established with God. 
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The question that arises here is bow to establish the 
desired connection with God. The question turns out to ba 

self-responsive if we consider the procedure which is generally 

adopted for this purpose in the case of our fellow-beings. 
Obcd·icnce, true and genuine obedience, of course, is the first 
requisite and the maintenance of a g1·ateful attitude is the 
second one. 

In order, then, to establish connection with God, to win 
Him over to our side, we should entirely resign ouraelves to His 

will and willingly obey His commandments. Out of His infinite 
love and unbounded mercy, God has revealed His will to 
mankind. Whoever brings himself under the government of 

His eternal will revealed to mankind through His prophets, 
attn.ius to the goal. 

When a man entirely surrenders himself to the will of his 

creator, gladly brings himself under the divine yoke, harmonises 
his desires with those of God, moves and works like a lifeless 
machine in the hand of God, and frees himself from every 
tinge of estrangement from God, then He the loving and 
corn passionate God turns to him, takes him under His kind 

care, and acceptfl him, as His own. When a man becomes God's 
and God becomes his, nothing can stand in the way of the man. 

God comes to his rescue and his mind it1 opened up to the 
influx of divine help. He loses himself in God and God 

descends npon him with all His bounties aud favours. Such a 
personage gets out of the harm's way and free appproaches 

him not. No age has e,er been free from such personalities. 
God wishes his creatures to lead a happy life face from. sorrow 

and grief. He has through boundless mercy ordained accord .. 
ing as B.e has willed. From time to time He sends down on 
earth men who throw themselves into the crucible of God's 
love and are, in consequence, perfectly purged of all the dross 

of eo.rbhliness. ~l1hey become essentially God's and God in 
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His turn takes them up by the hand. Thus they enjoy a 
heavenly life and are the happiest creatures imaginable, and no 
wonder ; they lose their all for the sake of God, they submit 

to God in all humility and sincerity of purpose. In thollght, 
word, and deed they endeavour to please God. In a word they 
become dead to their own selves and all their actions and thoughts 
are for God. God is the best of rewarders, When man docs 

so much to please Him, God in His divine grace reciprocates 
his attention and takes him under His benign and beneficent 
care. It can scarcely be doubted that one who has the privilege 
to enjoy personal care of the Almighty Creator must be the 
happiest creature conceivable. God, as the true and most 

sincere ally, espouses his cause and tides him over the rugged 
journey of human life till he reaches the safest heaven of 

absolute happiness. Happy must be the one whom God, the 
Lord and the Creator of the Universe, claims as His own and 

is ready to shower on him all His blessings and favours. Yet 
such is the class of men who have had the good fortune to 
establish connection with GoQ.. These people are the prophets 

and their true followers. It is not an empty vaunt, but a 

8 tern reality. No age and no clime have ever been left without 
such individuals, oven the present age riot being excepted. A 
little over 13 centuries ago the greatest of prophets made 
a

1
)pearance to show to the struggling humanity how connection 

with God lc,uls to cternel happiness. llis life was a model 

for all his followers. His Book, the Holy Book of Islam, is the 
over standing masterpiece of divine knowledge and truth. He, 

the Prophet, came with a perfect example of a perfectly godly 

and consequently perfectly happy life. Since the creation of 

the world, the Propheli of Arabia is the only on~ whose every 
word and deed has been preserved with superhuman accuracy. 
While the books of every other reformer hu.s, in the course of 
time, become a. dead letLer, his book, the Holy Qoran, will 
ever i-;hiuc forth wiLh daz:ding luotrc on the spiritual firmament 
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shedding lighi on every hamlet and hall. Thousands have 

since followed the teachings of this book and the example of this 
Prophet, and have attained to eternal bliss. The life-time of 

the Prophet is typical of happy living. His intention beca.me 

the intention of God, his pleasure became the pleasure of God, 
his anger, the anger of God. God destroyed what the Prophet 
desired to destroy. God prospered whatever the Prophet 

desired to prosper. In his early life he got sick of the idol
worship with which the country was reeking. He made up 

his mind to sweep away the clouds of paganism which were 
long hovering over the face of the Arabian Peninsula or rather 
the entire world. He further longed Lo see the name of the 
one true God sung from one end of the wide world to the other 

so was also the will of God. His aims and objects were 
realised in full within his life-time, he himself saw the hills 

and plains, land and water singing with the blessed name of 

His creator. "\,Vhoever stood iu his way was crushed to 
pieces. Once in the battlle of Badr, the prophet threw a, 

handful of pebbles at the enemy. God says in the Holy Book, 

0
,. J &ll l 1.:-1-'J _, ~¼,. J .) 1 ~t"' J l.-o _, i.e. "Thou didst 

not cast when thou didst cast but God cast.'' ( viii, 17). 
What followed is a. matter of history and can scarcely be 
doubted. In the twinkling of an eye, the foes were 
completely beaten. This is a clear instance of the matter 
now before us. Nothing in the world could thwart his 

purpose. To whichever side he turned his face, he found the 

band of God at his back. He was poor and forlorn, hub his 
poverty proved his greatness and his helplessness proved for 

him a pillar of strength. ·wherever he bent his steps, success 

followed in the wake-like a handmaid. With a single stroke 

of masterly genius he dispersed the thick gloom of immorality 
from the face of the Peninsula, and a.t a single effort sent the 
flame of civilization heaven high. In short whatever he 
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desired, he realised, and the mischievous machinations of 

his opponents and the nefarious designs of his foes could not 

frustrate his object. Opposition could not daunb him and 

persecution could not deter him. He ,vitnessed the doom or 
his persecutors with hi'il own eyes. 

History repeats itself once again and the present age has 
also seen the advent of a prophet who was a representative of 

the Ara.bian Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him). He came and renewed the good old times of the 
Prophet. IIeavenly succour was vouchsafed to him in all his 

uadertakings and as a necessary consequence, his endeavours 

were crowned with unqualified succesR. His enemies, who did 
their best to bring him to nought, met with dismal failure in 

all their base pursuits. One Lekh Ram of the Lahore Arya Samaj 
dared to stand against him, but was crushed to death by the 

dead weight of his own insolence. His own invectives and anathe
mas fell upon him like a stab and consigned him tp eternal doom. 
He was not the only victim of the Prophet's righteous wrath, 

but many others suffered the same fate. Abdullah Atham 
who entered the lists against him in a religions cori1;est was 

mi:!lerably worsted in the presence of a number of his respectable 

co-religionists, but at last the dogged pertinacity and the 
wilful perversity of the former proved fatal to him. Quite 
recently the Christian Europe and the New World were shaken 
by the arrogant pretensions of Mr. Piggot and Dr. Dowie. Both 

of the false pretenders soon raised a tempest in the teapot. One 
claimed to be God himself, and the other, rather less arrogant 
claimed to be the fore-runner of Chri~t. At once wicked 

and blasphemous were their pretensions, the Prophet of India, 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, could not let them alone. He 
took time by the forelock and challenged the false ulaimants to 
tnako good their pretensions or prepare to die. 'l'he bubbles 

speedily burst and the hubbub instantaneously subsided. Disgrace 
overtook both and Bent one to the grave unregretted, and 
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the other to the fathomless abyss of oblivion. It served them 
right and the world was well rid of them. Thus we saw 
with ,hese very eyes how faithfully God sided with his righteous 

servant. Nature in 11,ll its totality wal!I placed a.b hie scrvico 

and sPccess attended him wherever he turned his face. 

Eternal happiness becomes the portion of man when he 
entirely resigns himself to the will of God and acts upon His 
commandments, when he renounces his own desire& and lovei 

God above all other things. He is so completely dead to his 
own self that he can nob harbour a hope, cherish an idea, and 
entertain a desire which is in any way against the will of God. 
Divine will is entirely cngra.fted upon his own so that his mind 
is absolutely incapable of conceiving a desire which is likely to 
run counter to the Divine will. Here a superficial observer 

may bring forward the trite objection that the Pr:>phets too 

have to share the common weal and woe like ordina1-y men, 

hence it is idle to say that they are the only class of hi.ppy 
people on the earth. This is only a delusion. What is one man's 
meat is another man's poison; what is happiness for one may 
well be quite the reverse for the other. It is not the outward 
look that settles a certain state being happy or otherwise. It 
il!I the feeling brought on the man's mind by the state of affairs 

that determines the question of happiness or the contrary. 
Bearing this general axiom in mind it ought not to be difficult 
to see that the Prophet remains equally happy in toward as 

well a.a untoward lot. 

J J J.J ., i...s1 lt1/ j J J!i l&. J, :,~ 
~~-s,.:; 1,.{ Jl f j~. j&. ~l )",; I,;) U~ 

" From the lips of the beloved dispraise is as welcome to the 
ear of the lover as praise." This sentles once for alJ the prophet's 
case. He is over head and ears in love with God. Whatever 
comes from the Beloved, the prophet, as a true lover, hails 
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,Tith utroost pleasure and gratitude, be it in th::, form of a 
distress or happiness. He is even much the happier for the 

former, because it is sent to him by God of His own 

accord and is necessarily 111eaut to folfil His divine will. 
The lover receives it more gladly as be has the honour to be 

the vehicle for the fulfilment of the Beloved's will. Happy 
and successful indeed is the lover who is so far favoured by 

the Beloved as to be made by him the medium of the fulfilmenb 
of His holy will. \,Vhat the worldlings term ease is the direct 

outcome of our efforts. It is somehow or other vouchsafod to 
us in response to our conscious or unconscions prayer. Thn& 

with the Prophet what is happiness in its general acceptation 

is surely a boon from the Highest, but it is a boon granted at 

the request of man. But distress comes unasked for and is hailed 

by the Prophet with pleasure and gratitude for God's sake. 
Considering the relation which exi1:its between the lover and 

the Beloved, it will have to be admitted that with the prophet 
the latter must, of cvurse, be more acceptable, as it is mea ut 
to fulfil the Beloved's will through the lover. It is self-evident 

and those who havo ever experienced even the slightest force 
of true natural love, can not fail to realise the truth of it. Hence 

it is that happiness is ever the portion of the prophet and his 

follower because whatever comes from God is plea.sure-giving 

and acceptable to him, 'l'hc worldly eye may see things as they 

appear, but to the Prophet hardship is more enjoyable than, 

joy itself, for in the fomer he sees the will of the Beloved being 
fulfilled through him. He is decidedly the happier for the hard

ship he encounters for God's sake in as much as God looks upon 
him with far greater favour and receives him much more in 
His kindness and mercy after he has patiently and with manly 
fortitude borne the God sent suffering. 'l'here is no doubt 
that if there is any body happy under the sun in the true 

sense of the term, he is the prophet and his true follower. All 

long for this one object. The materialist looked upon the matter 
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as the only source of happiness, the hypnotist the spirit as the 

only fountain-head of happ,iness. Dut to them happine38 
remained as a, desire unfulfilled, an ideal unrealised. The 
prophet looked up to God and got his end. The first-named 
only reposed their trust in the earthly resources and signally 

failed, the last-named resigned himself to God and his 
success was thorough. 

The hypnotist sought happiness by dint of his enhanced 
powers, but failed completely to attain to happiness; the 

prophet renounced his desires, and lrnppincss was his lot. 
Some shallow thinkers have not the clearness of moral 
vision to discriminate between a prophet a.ud a hypnotist. 

'J1hc two arc ccrta.inly poles as1mder, diametrically opposed to 
each othor. One leads a strictly godly life, the other a, 

positively wordly one. rrhe hypnotist dies grovelling in 
despair and utter disa.ppointmcut, the prophet leaves the world 
in perfect satisfaction and peace of mind. rrhe former cha.Ike 
ont a ruinous course for himself ~tnd ot,hers who may have the 

ill-luck to join the losing game he plays; the latter prepares a 
way for his own happiness a,nd the happiness of those who may 
have the good fortune to muste1~ round him. This is because 
the former has no other mainstay than his own limited powers 
which even at their highest are too feeble to meet our endless 
dosircs and wishes, and the latter clings to Him who is All• 
powerful, All-knowing, All-wise, and most Gracious and Com
passicnate. Most attractive is indeed the way the prophets 
have followed, and it has from the beginning been revealed 

to every prophet of every land till at last it was finally 
consummated in the Holy Book of Islam for all ages to como 
and all men to be born. 



254 'fti~ El\1IIW OJ BELIGIO!iS. (June 

Christian Miracles. 
A drowning man catches at a straw. The same is the case 

wit11 the Christia.us. Having strayed away from the right path, 
they have severed their connection with the Divine Being and 
therefore they are unable to show those signs which only tba 
righteous can show. But as they affect to be righteous, they 
are always on the look-out for something which they may ca.11 
a miracle. Reference has been made to one great modern 
miracle of Christianity in the columns of the Epiphany, a 
Christian weekly edited by the Members of the Oxford Mission 
and published from Calcutta. A Christian correspondent of 

the paper speaks boastfully of the ' real miracles' that aro 
being wrought now-a-days at Lourdes in France in the form 
of roligioua healing and the Editor adds a long corroboratory 
note to the letter of his correspondent, in the course of which he 
remarks:-

,, Such restorations of sick people found incurable by 
ordinary medical means continually are taking place and have 
taken place. They are not confined to any particular spot but 
aro in different parts of the Christian Church and we believe 
thom to b~ the fulfilment of the promise of our Lord Jesua 

Christ recorded in S. Mark xvi, 18." 

In order to show the nature of those so-called miracles of 

Christianity I cannot do better than quote from an article on 
' Christian Science and Disease' in the April number of the 
London Qua,rterly Review. The editor of this Review, like 
the editor of the Ep·iphany is a Revd. Gentleman (The Rev. 
John Telford B. A.) The contributor of the article in q ueation 
is a man of science, Edward Walker, M. D. 

Referring to the so-called real miracles that are said to bo 
taking place at Lourdes and elsewhere he says :--
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" And in modern times faith healing has been rampant, 
especially in America, though the methods have not been quite 
the same. The most remarkable instance in the present gene

ration is undoubtedly that of Lourdes. To tha.t shrine many 
thousands of sufferers flock every year, and although the per
ct.ntage of eures obtained is very Bmall indeed, there can be no 

hesitn.tion in saying that some of them are as remarkable as any 
recorded elsewhere.'' Should we then call them Christian 

miracles and a ' fulfilment of the promise of our Lord Jesus 
Christ recorded in Ma.rk xvi, 18.'? The writer of the article 
in question, however, deals a death-blow to these ' Christian' 
miracles by saying that'' this way of treating disease is no new 
thing." " It has been used '' says he, Hfrom times immemorial, 
and the reality of the cures produced by it has never been 
questioned . . . . • Instances of its success have been recorded 

from the dawn of history. Sir Clifford Allbutt says. 'At no 

time in hi~tory -were sueh miraculous eurea more frequent than 
in the temples of Aeseulapiur1 and of Berapis.' '' According to 
the writer in the London Quarterly Review, Christianity has 
nothing to do with this way of treating disease. It is perfectly 

explainable scientifically. 

" lb is not necessary,'' says the same writer '' to go outside 
ordinary medical practice to find examples of faith healing. 
Every doctor meets with them in the course of his every day 
work, and every well equipped hospital can point to countless 
instances of the same kind. In the British Medical Journal of 

June 18, 1910, Professor Osler aud Mr. Butlin give many illus

trative cases, and the list might be indefinitely extended. 
Indeed the power of faith is essential to the work of every 
doctor. It is ' the most precious asset in his stock-in-trade.' 

If his patients lost faith in him, he would soon be powerless to 
cure them. There is nothing wonderful in this action of the 

mind on the body. We see the effects of it every day of our lives. 
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Every one is familiar with the changes produced by fear and 

hope, by anger and depression. In joy the whole bearing of a 

man shows his condition. The body is erect, the step firm, the 

eyes bright, the face flushed. There is a general aspect of 
alertness and freshness. On the receipt of bad news the body 
is limp, the step heavy, the face dull and downcast. Every 

emotion expresses itself in the human frame. In anger the 

eyes are bright and fiery, the pupils contracted, the brow wrin

kled, the movements quick and threatening. We know well 

the blush of modesty and the pallor of infamy. In common 
speech, we speak of the heart rising with hope or sinking within 

us from fear. Through the influence of the emotions on th.e 
pneumoga.stric nerve, the various organs of the body arc acted 

on, Lungs, heart, stomach, intestines, liver, kidneys, all have 

their functions disturbed. We breathe more easily when anxiety 

is relieved. Excitement makes the heart beat faster. Bad 
news affects the appetite and upsets the stomach. The excite
ment of an examination will frequontly increase the activity 
of the kidneys. All these are physiological changes. But 
pathological effects are equally common. Shock may camie 
insomnia, insanity, even death. And conversely, shock 
often cures disease. There are many inotances in which 

bedridden, paralysed men and women have jumped out of bed 

a.nd run out of the house on a cry of' fire.' Shock may so act 

on the thyroid gland as to cause exophthalmic goitre. Anxiety 

is a well recognised cause of jaundice aud diabetes. Fright is 
one of the commonest causes of St. Vitus' dance. Anger will 
bring on or cure an attack of gout. Probably the most impor
tant action of emotion is on the glands of the body, such as the 

thyroid pituitary body, ovary, the glands of the stomach and 
intestines. ThP-se are intima,tely a'isocia.ted with the nutrition, 
the tone, the very coustitu tion of the tissues, and hence it is 

easy to see that mental influences mu(it have a profound action 
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on the actual structure of the body. Obviously, then, they 

must have a far reaching effect on the course of disease. They 
may prevent its on-coming, increase its progress, or diminish 

its ravages, As might be expected, their power ia moab notice
able in affections in which no structural changes are to be found, 
but they also come into play in other conditions. Even in 

diseases due to bacteria they are not to be disregarded. Pro

bably they do not act on the germs theruselves, but they do 

change the condition of the soil, the food which nourishes the 
invaders, and in this way they markedly diminish or increase 

their numbers and vitality. They also stimulate or depress the 
cells on which we rely to repel the enemy. Indeed it is not un
scientific to say that there is n.J disease which may not be influ
enced either for good or ill by mental emotions and hence by 
faith. Even ordinary emotions will have pronounced effects. 

What, then, may not such supreme states of spiritual exaltation 
as the ecstasies of St. Francis and St. Theresa do ? Soldiers, 
in the din of b&ttle, do not feel their wounds. Mart,yrs at t-he 

stake appear to he insensible to tortures the mere recital of 

which makes the strongest man quake. The love of the mother 
will make her insensible to fatigue when the life of her child is 
in danger. 'rhe weak frame will be endowed with superhuman 

strength and endurance and will bear a strain under which, in 

ordinary circumstances, it would inAvitably fail. Faith will 

make the sick man forget his pain and discomforts, and will 
turn his thoughts to things pleasant and help him to dwell on 
the bright side of his troubles. Faith will draw the attention of 
the hysterical woman from her disagreeable symptoms and from 
herself, and will help her to lose sight of what are, in reality, 

small and petty distresses. It will enable her to forget her bodily 
pains and disturbances and fix. her mind on better and healthier 
considerations. She will see things in their true perspective. 
]faith banishes fear and brings to the sick-bed the hopefulness 

which is such a powerful adjuvant to medical treatment.'' 
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The foregoing explanation cuts at the root of the theory 

that the restoration of sick persons to health without resorting 

to medicine is a proof of the truth of Christianity. Such rea
torations had taken place even before Christ was born. 'rhis 
method of treating diseases has not been confined to Christians 
bnt bas also been followed with success by Muhammadans and 

Hindoos. Hence it is absurd to refer to it as a miracle of Chris
tianity. It is the miracle of no religion, it is only a natural 
way of curing certain diseases which may be followed by any 

person no matter to what religion or country he or she belongs. 
Even in Christian countrieaJ all those who practise the a.rb of men

tal treatment do not profess to have borrowed that power from 
iheir Lord Jesus Christ. Nay, there are among them those who 
even defy his authority and setl themselves up as bi1 rivals. 
Such, for instance, was the late Mrs. Eddy, founder of aa extra
ordinary movement known as " Christian science.' Of ~bis 
movement the same writer says: "' It gives it~elf out to be a 
God inspired religion which has been revealed in these latter 
days to supersede and replace traditional Christianity.'' This 
movement has a text-book of its own, which they call Scienee 
and Health and which Mrs. Eddy asserted to be as fully in
spired as the Bible. She claimed to heal by the same power as 
that used by Jesus Christ. Nay, in her work Seienee and 
HealthJ "she asserts that she can do more than Jesus. His was 

only a partial revelation. The complete revelation was made 
only to her. Had Jesua been privileged to have her fuller light 
be would never have suffered, neTer have died the death of the 

crons. Bad he had her knowledge, he would not have foretold 
his own death and so have hastened or caused its fulfilment.'' 
Speaking of the progress the movement has made, the same 
writer says : " A generation ago Christian science was un• 
heard of. To-day it numbers its adherents by hundreds of 
thousands. It has branches all over the United States ; it bas 
spread into every city and hamlet in Canada ..• Considerably 
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more than a million followers are reported to ha.ve joined its 
ra.nks, and more than a thousand Churches arc scattered over 
tho United States. Probably these numbers are exaggerated, 
but no one can doubt its rapid spread • • . . It has floudahed 
like Jona.h's gourd. It has sprung up in a night, and already 
covers with its shade a multitude of disciples who have become 
weary of the old religions and discontented with the ancienb 
messages. Time alone will show whether it contains 
the elements of continued life or whether it will wither away 
with the suddenness than marked its rise.'' Thongh the 

writer in the London Quarterly Review has a very un• 
favourable opinion about this movement, yet he is com• 
polled to admit that cures were actually wrought by Mrs. 
Eddy and her disciples. "Christian science" says he, "has mets 

with some success.'' Again, " It has been most successful in 
what are known as' functional diseases.'" This shows that the 
Christian Scientists do cure certain diseases without resorting 
to ordinary methods of treatment. "\Vill the editor of the 
Epiphany regard these cures as miracles of Christianity ? I 
believe he will not, for the founder of this new system set her• 
self up as a rival of Jesus and claimed to possess greater powers 
tba.n he. 

Again the Editor of the Epipha.ny refers to the restorations 
to health that have taken place at Lourdes as miracles of 
Christianity, but be does not tell his readers that the miracle 
fails in most cases. He purposely omits to mention that the 
percentage of cures obtained is very small. The question now 
is, why is it that the promise of the Lord fails in the case of 
most patients. The truth is that the so-called religious healing 
is not a miracle but an art and the more prac~ised a man is the 
greater is the success which he achieves in bis profeasion. It 
is ridiculous to refer to them as miracles. Such a reference only 
ahowa that the Christians have no real miracles to chow and 
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t~at when they arc pressed to show signs of the truth of their 
religion, they try to cover their helplessness by referring to these 
pseudo-Miracles. These cures in fact, far from establishing the 
truth of Christianity, only lead one to suspect the miracles of 
healing alleged to have been wrought by Jesus. Thet1e miracles 

a.re in the first place unauthenticated, but even if sup

posed to be true, they may be held to have been wrought by a 
power similar to that which has been employed with some suc
cess by Mrs. Eddy of America in modern times. 

Besides, the sign which Jesus fixed for the true believers is 

instantaneous recovery brought about by the mere touch of the 
hand. " And these signs,'' says he, '' shall follow them that 
believe : In my name they shall cast out devils : they shall 

spca.k with new tongues. ~I.1hey shall take up serpents ; and if 
they shall drink of auy deadly thing, it shall not hurt them : 

they shall lay their llands upon the sick, and they shall recover.'' 
If the restorations to health that arc said to be taking place at 

Lourdes and elsewhere are a fulfilment of the promise given in 
the above verses, they ought to take place instantaneom;Jy and 
merely with the touch of the hand. Such restorations how

ever, have taken place nowhere, not even at. Lourdes. The 

Editor also does uot tell us why these sigus should be limited to 
particular spots. If the words of Jesus are true and if the 
Editor is a true believer, he himself should he able to show the 
signs. Nay, these signs should accompany, according to the 
words of J esus,-every Christian :Misaionary. Either the words 
of Jesus a.re false, or there is no true Christian in the whole 
world. 

Moreover, Jesus does not speak only of one sign. He names 
4 other signs which must accompany ' them that believe.' 1 
'" They '' sa.yl:l he, '" shall cast out devils." 2. ''They shall 

speak with new tongueti." 3. " They shall take up scrpcnta.' 
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4. ' 4 If they sha.11 drink of any deadly thing, it shall not hurt; 
them.'' 1'he Editor does not explain why it is that of the five 

promises of Jesus only the fifth has seen its fulfilment, while 
the other four remain unfulfilled. But the pity is that even the 
one promise which the Editor says is being fulfilled in these 
d,l.ys is not confined to believers in Christ. Unfortunately per
sons of the type of Mrs· Eddy; who set themselves up as rivals 

of .Jesus, share this promise of the Lord, while the most devo

ted followers of his have been deprived of this blessed gift. It 

is a, riddlo which no Christian can solve. 

It may be :1rgued that the other promises of the Lord were 

f'ulfilled in the days of the apostles. But this argument is far 
from satisfactory. In the first place, there is nothing in the 
context to show that these promises concerned the apostles 
only. They clearly apply to all that believe in Jesus the Christ. 
]Joreovm·, the assertion that the fifth promise of the Lord viz., 
that relating to the healing of the sick, is bJing ful~lled in these 

d;,Lys evidently implies that the sn.id promises were common to 

all believers of all times and were not confined to the apostles 

only. Besides, why should we not reject the stories of the 

miracles said to have been wrought by the apostles as mere 

fables, when we do not come across similar examples ~mong the 
devoted followers of Christ in these days ? 

1'hc truth is that Christianity is now a dead religion and 

;:;o is every other religion except Islam. It may s~und as a 

boast, but it is a fact, There have always appeared in Is1am 
men upon whom God showered His blessings as He showered 
them upon the prophets of old. These men were the living 
witnes~es to the truth of Ishm, and their presence was a proof 
of the fact that Islam war; the only living religion. But we 

need not refer to the past. Even among the Muslims of the 
prcscn t age God raised a person and He spoke to Him as He: 
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spoke to the prophets of yore. This was Mirza. Ghulam 
Ahmad of Qadian. He showed thousands of signs and chal
lenged the followers of all other religions to prove the truth 
of their respective religions by contesting with him in heavenly 
signs. The signs which he showed were nob of the class in 

which persons of the type of Mrs. Eddy could also claim a 
aha.re. The miracles which he showed were mostly in the form 
of powerful prophecies and their fulfilment showed that they 
were the words of Him who kno~s the secrets of heavens and 

the Earth. Among the revelations which he published there 
are many prophecies which still await fulfilment. They do not 
pertain to only one counbry or one continent, bnt include all 
ths countries of the world, so that the whole world may witness 
their fulfilment and thus bear witness to the truth. of the pro
mised messenger of the latter days. He was the promised 
Messiah. Hundreds of thousands of people recognised him in 
his lifetime, many are recognising him even now and the day 
is not far distaLt when the people of different parts of the 
world will see bis truth, and say '' 0 Friend of God, alas, we 
did not recognise thee earlier.'' 
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Notes and Comments. 
The Ethics of Islam. 

The Comade, Calcutta, has, in its issue of June 3rd, a 
valuable note on the so-ea.lied Contradictions of Islam, which we 
quote here in full:-

'THE opponents of Islam have often acc11sed it of appealing 
to the senses. It permits polygamy and di\•orce, and its 
paradise is alleged to be sensual. They have seldom taken 
the trouble to explain on this theory the ban that Islam has laid 
on intoxicants, on indiscriminate intercourse of the sexes and 
gamb1ing. A faith with leanings towards sensuality would 
have sanctioned, if not the orgies of Imperial Rome, at least 
the milder sensations of the present day ball-room. lt would 
have allowed a free use of a1coho1, if not ordained it as part of 
its religious ceremonials. It would have permitted betting, 
if not recommended it as a stimulant in its festivals. When 
this is considered, its opponents also can it a puritanical 
faith. But it abhors asceticism just as much as i!i forbids some 
of the gaieties permitted or commanded by other faiths. Is 
it then a mass of contradictions ? The enemy of Islam would 
say, '' Yes.'' But what does Reason say ? Is it not possible 
to discover in its ethics the via media for humanity ? Its own 
boast is that'' La yulr,allijullaho nafsan illa wus'aha." (God 
does not tax the appetite beyond its power.) Appetites that 
are natural and God-g.iven have nothing inherently ba.d lll 

them, and ''sensuality '' is not in itself a stigma.. And as 
Nature ca.n not be thwarted, natural appetites and natural feel
ings should only be regulated and not interdicted. Just as the 
natural feeling of revenge is the basis of criminal law and is 

only regulated in civilized States, in the same manner appetite 
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is only regulated in progressive religion by matrimonial laws 
and not banned by as1etic provisions. Monogamy can no more 

be a rio-id unalterable rule of life in all cases than the command· 
0 

ment '' 'rhou sha1t not kill" can aboli8h capital punishment and 
make all war a sin. Nor can marriage be a sacrament in the 
sense that those who are onco joined can under no circumstances 

be -pa,rted asunder. All human legif:du.tion recognizes th.e need 
of elasticity :md makes exceptions ; and divine law should notl 

be credited with the imperfection of hide-bonud rigidity, specially 

wbon it is bclicvc{i to be subject to no amendment and no repeal. 
But exceptions should be clei.1rly defined-as they havo been in 
Islam-and ~hould never be allowed to become the rule-as 

unfortunately they have to some extent become in the case of 
polygamy and divorce in Moslem 1.-.mds to-day. In the case of 
inturcourse between the sexes while the Conservative element 

' ' 
specially in Moslem India, adheres to an unwholesome rigidity 
dictated by local custom and recent usage, the lfadic,~l~ would 

rush in where at least angels do uot love to tread. 'l'he iutimate 

intercourse which Islam sanctions only between husband and 
wife or between those whose clos'i! relation'3hip is sufficient 
security, if made general or indiscriminate, would create 
temptations which may thwart the r£lgulation of a natural 
appetite through the institution of marriage, just as threats 
may lead to breach of the peace in a State in which private 
revenge is regulated by law. The absence of this regulation of 
socia.l iutercourse between the sexes. would,, according to Islam, 
lead to uu '• uuuatiura,l" cxcit,ernent in the sense that Art; is 
ma.u's Na.turi~ and consequently the institution of marriage is 
4

' nat.ural.'' But drinking and gambling are more obviously 
unoa.tural excitements, and while lsln.m only regulates uatural 
appeLites, it bans them altogether as unnatural and unwholesome. 
'J.'lus iH the only theory 011 which the pnritanism of Islam can be 
reconciled wiLh it8 alleged •· sem;uality ,1' ah(l the reconciliation is 
not iu the least strained i( two principles at·e kept in view, viz., 
that Na.turn must be regulat~d, not thwarted, and that for 
unnatural excitement tutal abstinence is the only effective 
tern pel'ance.' 
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