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Christianity and Slavery. 
By Khalid Sheldrake Effendi, 

llonora1•y A~s·istant Secretary "The I~lamic Society," London. 

Often have I heard from the mouths of ignorant or fanatical 
Christians that Islam is responsible for and upholds slavery. 
This reveals to the impartial student that their knowledge of 
the real facts of the case is remarkably peculiar. I, as an 
English Muslim, am constantly being lectured upon this point 
by well-meaning but hopelessly misguided persons. Really 
the pains that people take to try and persuade me that I am 

a candidate for Hell, and that, because I have in all seriousness 
accepted the Holy l!,aith of Islam after patient study and 
careful thought, God will punish me most severely for my 
rejection of" Salvation in the Blood of Christ " are very amus• 
ing; why is it that these people intelligent and earnest are 
content to travel in the narrow paths of Christian orthodoxy, 
instead of living under the bright sun of Islamic broadminded
ness and toleration ? Unconsciously their minds are warped 
by dogma, and, with characteristic charity, they consign all 
humanity, who refuse their own particular kind of Christianity, 
to the domain of eternal. torment. 

I will not hurc take the trou blc to q uotc the uoblo aaymge 
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of our Holy Prophet and His noble example, or take the patient 

reader through all the irrefutable evidence which clearly proves 
up to the hilt that the slaves owe their emancipation and kind 
treatment not to the Bible and Christianity, but to our Holy 
Prophet and Islsm, but I will simply allow myself to quote one 

saying of Muhammad (may peace and the blessings of God 

be upon him) " Feed your slaves with food which ye eat, clothe 

them with such clothing as ye wear, and command them not 

to do that which they are unab.le.'' Many writers have proved 
that Islam does not countenance slavery but rather favour& 
emancipation and that the treatment of slaves by Muslims was 
as of their own flesh and blood, and I will novr devote my time 
to judging Christianity in its relation to slavery. 

First of all Christians say t,hat Christ preached against 
slavery. I deny this; and challenge any clergyman or missionary 

to produce a single saying of Jesus against slavery. On my 

part I contend> that as some Christians argue that the Old 

'l'estameut is superseded by the New, confining myself to the 
latter, I will prove that Christ himself c1,nd his apostles permitted 

shwcry and ordered punishment for the slaves. f will quote a. 
few t.extii-

,. That, servant which knew his lord's will, and prepared 

not himself, nei~her did accor<ling to his ivill, shall be beaten 

with ruaiuy stripes." Luke xii, :17. 

H Servantfl be obedient to them that are your masters 
according to the flesh, with fear and trembling in singlensl:i of 

your heart, as unto Christ.'' Eph. vi, 5. 

"Servants, be 511 bject to your mast.ors with all fear ; not 
only to t,ho good and gentle, but also to the froward.'' I. 

Peter ii, 18. 

" Let as many servauts a~ n,ro ucdcr the yoke count their 
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own masters worthy of all honour." 1 'fim. vi. I. Let these 
few quotations suffice, " Ah! '' I hear some Christian say 

triumphantly '' the word is ~ servant ' not slave." True 
enough it is p·l'inted such, but the New Testc2,ment claims to be 
" translated '' out of the '' original tongues,'' so let us turn to 
the original tongnes. Now how unfortunate for our misguided 
friend the Christian apologist that this word is rendered from 

the Greek by all Hellenic lexicographers from Schleusner to 
Scott and Liddell as " slave " and that for "hired-servants" quite 
distinct words are found in Greek, so we can smile at this 

ineffectual objection standing on the rock of unassailable correct
ness in our rendering the word ~, servus '' as a " slave.'' 

Now let us, a15 dealing most directly with England, st.udy 
slavery as applied to that country. It is remarlrn,ble that 
although slavery was an institution of the land and although 
the ~• Church of Christ'' itself was one of the greatest slave
holders, no effort was made by auy one to emancipate the 
slaves until after the introduction of Islamic cul tnre through 
the Arabs in Spain ; in fact the Archbishop of York forbade the 
Abbots to free slaves and called "such a franchise impious." 

The first English slave expedition was commanded by 
John Hawkins in 1562, after the Reformation remember, and 
organised by P1•otestants and-1)erhaps Mnssalmans will see 
bow incongruous it was, Christians see nothing amisi; however
three of the ships were named respectively-" Jesus,'' '' John 
the Baptist" and " Solomon," and in 1837 a slave-ship, 
honoured by being referred to in a Royal Commission, was 
landing 700 slaves at Ponta Negra whose name was 
'' Jehovali." Oh! Christianity bow blushes most suffuse 
thy check-not content with buying and selling slaves and 
raiding Africa stealing her sons and despoiling them of their 

freedom whilst holding the Bible in your hand-bnt you must 
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actually name a slave-ship of the 17th century and another 
of the 19th century respectively "Jesus" and '' Jehovah,'' thus 
sanctifying what you now so hypocritically condemn. In 
1713 England deprived France " of the monopoly of transporting 
slaves to America'' and in her speech to Parliament Queen 
Anne boasted of her success in securing to Englishmen Ha new 
ma.rkeb for slaves." Then again and aga.in the poor Scotch 
Covenanters and Dissenters in England were sold as slaves and 
shipped to America to toil as beasts of burden under the cruel 
lash of the American purchaser. Yes t though Englishmen 
and Christians now shut their eyes to these terrible facts
Englishmen were sold as slaves by Englishmen, Christians by 
Christians, and this continued until the 19th century. Christian 
England deny it if you can. I will quote just one instance alone. 
Only 200 years ago in the time of the Georges at the Battle of 

Bothwell Brig the royal forces defeated, or rather massacred 
the Covenanters; hundreds died singing psalms but many 
were taken prisoners and were driven into Grey Friars Church
yard (mark you their prison) at Edinburgh. There, in the open 
air, they remained for well-nigh five months, "the slightest 
attempt at escape being met with a volley of musketry." Some 
went l'aving mad, some were shot, but although death, through 
wounds and disease, had taken toll, yet 257 yet remained 
alive-living skeletons. Now mark you well. '' They were 
bargained over to a holy man, vVilliam Paterson, a merchanb 

of Leith. Paterson had a ship yclept the 'Crown' and with 
this sl1ip he essayed to transport his countrymen to America 
to be so!d as slaves." This ship, the " Crown" had barely 
enough accomodation for 100; but into her hold were crushed 
these poor 257 who were taken fighting for Christ and their 
sect. So severe was the :wea,ther that after leaving Leith 
a fortnight only saw them off the Orkney Islands. Just imagine 
their sufferings-no light, no comforu, the decencies of life 
impossible, very little food and plenty of dirt and the weather 
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piercingly cold and snow and ice abounding. Then in the night 

the people oi Orkney saw this vessel dashed to pieces on the 

jagged rocks of the coast. The poor sbvE•s battened down in 

the hold raised their voices in a pslam and calmly met death 

thus. Oh! Christianity, rememberest thou the beam in thine 

one eye? 

Now I will qnotc one or two adverti~ernenls from the 

Quarterly Review of lSG-5-

~~ To be sold, a ncgro boy, aged 11 ycar:5, Euguire Virginia 

Coffee House in Threaduccdlc Street (London).'' 

"A black boy, au ln,.lian, abont 13 yearn old rnn away on 

the 8th instant from Pntncy, with a collar about; his neck, 

with this inscript,ion: ~ The Lady BromfielcPs black rn Lin
coln's Inn Fields.' \Vhoever bring him back to ~ir Edward 

Bromfield's at Putney, shall have a guinea reward.'' 

Now gentle reader, I fear that I must, conclude, bnt I ask 

you this question: '\Vas it Christianity that emancipated the 

slaves? Let the mis1-,i011a.ry reply as evasively as he will, I 

wi!"!h all Muslims to rPpi y in n. voicE: of thun<lcr an emphatic 

''No!'' Christianity has supported slavery throughout all time 
and the slaves owe their fr.?erlom to men who were better 

than their creed. J could fill pa.Jes with the terrible at.rocit,ics 
perpetrated npon helpless slarcs in Americ:1.-not by ''infidels" 

but by men who have '' fonnd Chri:'lt," Baptists, \Yesleyans, 

and Episcopalians, bnt l ha.\'C confined myself to Engbud alone. 

Christianity and its treatment of follow creatures and fellow 

countrymen is far below the excellent and humane regulations 

of our Holy Prophet (on whom be peace) and instead of Chris

tian missionaril'S citrryin~ on :L propag:rnda in l\I uslim lands, 

horrible rnnrdt:·r~ :rnd atro(~ities unmentionable could have 

been avoided in Engbud if only Muslim preachers conld have 
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taught here in London the doctrine of mercy and brotherhood 
of our Holy Faith. Soon the London Mosque will rear its 

tapering minarets to the sky, and the sweet sound of the 

muezzin's call will resound and cleave the clouds of ignorance 
with the sunshine of invitation to worship the H One God-the 

Eternal God, the Compassionate One of Islam.'' 
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Communion with God, I. 
(By M. Sadr-ud-Din, B. A., B. T.) 

tt:; ., ... J.A~ LI°) ll I 6-~ l~.Qo,, t; A..- ' l.,._J ) ~,. J y ) &lJ ) ' 

'ii J~"J i lJlj ll ) ~i i!J l.:J I -' • o,!J ,,..... ..... ~, i )siJ :i~ ll ~ j , .. i l.:J 1 

~~~ r"1J li,4 t.., l...:iJ l:.. l,4J r J _, 6 } ~~? ~,. 11; )h~ , .. _i {..,,.. i!*i-; 

t:;)) -' J ;!AN fi.,. 1.:./ -' jS\:iJ y lie ~ ) _, J~S\lJ ) ~ ) .J"'j ~'° -' 

J.S\.iJ J 
1 
_ _,J I J.~ J u.o. _, I _, • 1.:./ ,1si,._~ 1 ;siJ ~~. ll J.J j u; l.:J J ll-.0. 

ul{ i'j I.:) ,::. JA~. lo,. ., ;~;1.J ) ~,. ., t:;. ft.~ J 4-~J ) ~,.. l.5' jS\j 1 I.:) 1 

"':" I 1 ::, tt; ,h~ 1.:./,. [ )si,?, llJ j J.~ J J~.... u!l .... t,; ~ ) y1,!J fJ J.( ~,.. 
1.:J _, 

1
!Sl.l,?, i _,siJ ~,?, ll J.J j u; 1.:J , i...r lHJ , li~ &t; &j , )J 1 ulls,.,. 

u~:;. I.:) )"1.j ~ l' t\''° , I.:) ,h~ ~'° l:-· .1:,,, , &1J , ., • • • • • • • • • 

( J.$;) l.:J _, /-.:1.'j ,-!l,._J a J.1; ll I_, J La~ ll / _, to-J J 1$:J J.~ _, 

"And God sendeth down water from Heaven, and by it 
giveth life to the Earth after it bath been dead ; 

verily, in this is a sign to those who hearken. 

"And lo, ye have teaching from the cattle. ·we give you 

drink of the pure milk, between drege and blood, 
which is in their bellies; the pleasant beverage 

of them that quaff it. 

''And among fruits ye have the palm and the vine, from 
which ye get wine and healthful nutriment, m 
this verily are signs for those who reflect. 

''And thy Lord hath taught the bee :-'Provide thee 

hourns in the mountains, ~ind in the trees, and in 
the h,ives which men build thct ; 
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"Feed moreover on every kind of fruit, and walk the 
easy paths of thy Lord.' From its belly cometh 

forth a fluid of varying hues, which yieldeth 

medicine to man. Verily in this is a sign for 
those who consider.'' 

''And God bath brought you out of your mothers' wombs 

devoid of all knowledge; but hath given you 
hearing, and sight, and heart : haply ye will 
render thanks.'' (xvi, 67-71, 80.) 

I can do nothing better than distrust my own intellect and 
seek help from quarters divine for writing this paper; for I 

look upon it as derogatory to Ji,lamic faith to throw the Islamic 

scripture in the back-ground and work up doctrines out of 
human resources. 'J.1his is why I have graced the beginning 
of my article with a few of those verses of the Holy-Book that 
deal with the question •Of revelation. In these verses God sets 
forth the necessity of Di vine revelation, The first of these 
refers to the divine gift of rain which serves to meet a human 

necessity. No living orga,nism on this earth including man 

can live without water and water is therefore supplied. Buth 
the animal and veget,able kingdoms are so constituted thc1,t it 
is impossible for them to subsist without this fluid. Though 

water is indispensable, yet it is at the same time destructive if 

we arc ma.de to live in it. Providence has therefore placed it 
at a respectful distance from us and made necessary arrange
ments for its cou veyance to animals as well as plants. It would 
baffle the ingenuity of an expert engin0er to construct reservoirs 
and acqueducts for transporting this precious fluid to all the 
parts of this planet, much less to each and every particle of its 
crust that so badly requires it. Providence has invested the 
elements with so wonderfully great and useful properties that 
nothing is wanting. The sun heats the soil and consequently 

the air in contact with it, and thus makes the atmospheric 
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pressure fall. The same sun that brings about a fall in the 

pressure overland turns by evaporation millions over millions 

of tons of water of the sea into vapour which being lighter than 

the air is held up by it and conveyed even to the tops of the 

mountains where no human skill would have been able to carry 
it. Think of the frail wings of the air which bear an amazingly 

enormous burden of so valuable a fluid, which in its original 

state, is heavier than all gases, not to speak of the light hub 

fleet and st,rong gas that it rides. But for the presence of 

mountains no human power eould snatch this treasure from the 
air that holds it in the gaseous invisible form, as expressed in 

the following verse :-''Dost thou not see that God gently 
drivcth forward the clouds, and gathereth them together, 
ancl then layeth them on heaps? 'fhon also seest the rain 

which falleth from the midst thereof; and God sendeth down 
rain from clouds, frorr1 the mountains, wherein is hail." 

(xxi v, 43). ':Phe vu.pour-bearing winds strike against the moun
tain ramparts and ascend up a.ud in so doing lose their heat, 

which results in re-converting vapour to its previous form
water. The Holy Qurnn refers to the process by which every 

atom of the soil receives this life-infusing fluid. Blank, dull and 

dead wastes are converted into delightful tracts of land covered 
with luxuriant verdure inlaid with beau t.iful and variegated 

flowers and a variety of delicious fruits by virtue of the life-in

spiring showers that descend from above J.{ s- l.,.J l i.:/~ ll.l.~7""-' 

uA l.!s~,:;:,.. "And by means of water, we gave life to every thing." 

(xxi, 31). Earth which was devoid of verdure, wanting even the 
vestige of vegetahle life, becomes draped in luxuriant verdure 

interspered with myriads of insects and worms. For all that we 
e::i.b, drink and wear, we depend on this very fluid. This fluid 

is serviceable, not; only to the present generation~ but also to the 

generations to come, for the seeds of the future generations a.re 
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exi1ting in the present generation and are being tended every 
moment by means of this fluid. This reminds us of the grace 
of God who, through His infinite mercy, proTides for us even 
before we are born. 

It is gratifying to observe that the next verse J, fJ ~ J, 

LJ t.;. U~J f" ~ _, 6 ;i d,.? i:/" ~ _,b~ ~ to.,.. /~j i~ r liJ ll 1 
i:J!~ J,Z1J liJ l.w assures us that we are not abandoned after life 
has been conferred upon us. On the contrary we fintl apposite 
arrangements made beforehand for our sustenance, growth 

and development. Milk is for instance the most wholesome 
food for human species, especially for children, and for the 
manufacture of this liquid God, who is all-sustaining, has 
created cattle, which supply us with milk. God commands us 
to study nature. He directs us that the study of lower 
nnimals should lead us to aim at something higher and nobler, 
as implied in the word 1 y..c which meanis going across or 
passing from one side to another. No human power can design 
for us such a machine as may analyse fodder into dung, blood 
and milk. No chemist will be able to extract milk out of fodder, 

which gets dissolved in the stoma.eh of an animal and from which 
is separated this white delicious milk so well suited for food. 

But man also needs more nourishing and substantial food 
than milk. Ponder over the grace of the benign Providence, 

who so bountifully gratifies the cravings of mankind, by 
providing them with edible vegetables, cereals and fruits on 
the one hand, and endowing them, on the other, with teeth and 
other necessaries required for the digestion and assimilation of 
the same. It is quite natural for man to feel grateful to 
his benefactor, and therefore we can not help feeling grateful 
to God, who is the most beneficent of all. Can we not place 

full confidence in such a benefactor and can we not be sure of 
Bis guidance. This is a brief and meagre description of ,r ha, 
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these verses are meant to convey. But our readers will not fail 
to see tha.b a string of logical sequel runs t,hrough these verses, 

which shine with vividness of convincing proofs. They compri9e 
familiar facts and phenomena, proceeding from the known to 

the unknown, and driving home to the reader the necessity of 
divine help in matters spiritual. God does not leave it for 

us to conclude that He who has furnished us on au enormous 

scale means for the growth and development of the physical 
pa.rt of man must not have withheld His bounties from him 
for the far more important side of bis nature, that is, the 
spiritual side. He deals direct with this important phase 
of the problem, as one of the verses given above shows, which 
may be repeated here : ''And God bath brought you out ot 
your mothers' wombs devoid of all knowledge; but bath given 
you hearing, and sight, and heart : haply ye will render thanks." 

(xvi, 80). In this verse it is explained that God has endowed 

man with organs and senses, which are knowu as the 'gateways' 
of knowledge or the 'channels' for the activity of the mind or 

the 'ego' or the 'soul.' Does it not follow that the Divine 

Benefactor must have also arranged for the development 
of the soul, side by side with the keeping up of the animal? 
The deeper we study human mechanism the more we are 

convinced of the perpetual and the beueficent ea.re of AU 
the Sustaining Being. We find on one hand a soul 
fortified in the skull and seated in the softest cushion of the 

pulpy brain, which is the primary organ and instrument of 
its 111anifestation and unintermittent activity. We know on 
the other hand thab it badly requires external environments other 

than the brain itself, for ilis growth and development. The 
Providence connects the seat of the soul with the external world 
by bridging the gulf with a. delicllto labyrinth of nervous system. 
Otherwise the soul is utterly unable to perform any of its 
functions without the help of the senses. I can not conceive of a 
soul discharging its functions independently of the organs, which 

arc its inst1·uments. The Holy Quran appeals to the septiments 
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when it says J t~ 11 J _, t"'...,J J l"-'J J,._-?- J i.e., ·'He furnished you 
with the ear and tho eyes" without which the so-called in

dependent soul is rendered helpless and becomes dead in course 
of time. If !;he soul can safely do without the semes and 

work independently of them, it can as well do without revelation 

or divine guidance. The major par'!\ of the development of the 
soul depends upon the ear and the eye; as is given in the above 

verse, which goes even so far as to point out, which of the two 

organs is needed most and is the first sense that serves the 

soul. It settles the question by dint of its wise arrangement 
wherein it gives precedence of position to the ear. The Prophet 
of Islam too who instinctively acted in accordance with and 
upto the directions of the Iloly Qurnn settled the controversy 

by establishing the practice of sending the first message to the 
soul of the child at the time of its birth through the auditory 

channel, which is the only available channel then, in the form 

of the formula &.lJ J ll J &J ) }J \!Jl..)t..:;:, J J~{) &.1J J J~{) 4.lJJ which means 
that there is but ono Omnipotent God, who is all-sustaining 

and who is the fountain-head of all bounties, all powers, all 
knowledge a11d all perfection::; that can be conferred upon any 
of His creatures. 

'r his has been to some extent a digression. I must again 
ta.kc up the thread of argument. He whose grace and benefaction 
prvvided the soul wi~h its instruments, which l'l,re absolutely 
necessary for it to communicate wie,h the external world, created 

means of comm1mication too. Prior to the creation of the ear 
was brought inl,o existence t,he necessary medium, viz., the air. 

The ear, for its development, stood in need of a sound-emitting 

body, a medium for the transmission of sound waves, and a 
mechanism for their reception, all of which have been supplied, 
en.eh and every one of them bespeaking excellent workmanship 

and ingenuity. Likewise the eye before it opens, finds re.ady for 
it-1:l development, means most adequately fitted to serve the 
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purpose for which it is made. Those who have the opportunity 
of dissecting an eye-ball must deeply be affected with the belief 
of the infinitely great powers of the Omnipotent and Merciful 

God. How skilfully has He set the ball in the socket keeping 

therein secretary parts to emit lubricating fluid to facilitate 
the accommodation of the eyes. How scientifically lenses are fixed 

in the eye which principle has been made use of in the con
struction of machines like the microscope and the telescope, 

and with what adjustable powers ha.s the iris or the pupil been 
invested and what a wonderful d'Clicacy of excitability has been 
given to the retina behind which there is a yellow spot that 
affords no small amount of interest to the physiologist as wel 1 
as the psychologist. Above all there is the optic nerve through 
which messages are cabled to the brain. Anterior to the 
consti'uctin of this intricate and elaborated organ, there had 

been created what was indispensable for its action and develop

ment. '11hc sun that gives light aud warmth and lights 
up among others this planet of ours, the other without which 
the transmission of light waves is considered to be an impossi

bility, and the objects of observation together with their 
variegated colours, all pronounce very clearly that it· is incom• 

patiblc with the grace and mercy of the Omnipotent God to 
neglect and ignore the soul when He has provided the physical 

part with provisions and resources on a very very extensive 
scale. '\7Vhen we :.Lll kuow tha,t it is tbo ::;oul that makes man man, 
and that it is th,1 soul that distinguishes him from all other 
creatures, and that it is the soul that Pxalts him above every thing 
else, it will then be the height of absurdi~y on our part to deny 
the development of, and Divmc guidance to, the most precious 
part 0£ man in the face of immensely gr,~at arrangements for the 
carnal parts which are trivial when compared with the soul, 
and all of which play a sub1ierviellli part to the paramount 

nuthoriLy, -i.e., the spirit. God says in His Holy Book '1.J "'""·sd } 
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CJt4)hJ ) y; which means that all praise is due to the All

powerful and Omniscient God, who sustains and develops 

all the spheres and all the kingdoms of His creation, who 
creates suitable means for the sustenance and development 

of each and every atom of the universe. The spiritual kingdom 
is but a part of His creation, which could not, therefore, be 
thrown at the mercy of chance uncared for. When He created 
the skies set with luminaries, the space, the ether, the gaseous 
transparent envelope round about our planet, the earth, together 

with its numberless kingdoms of creation, in short the whole 

universe for the sole service of man, how can He be supposed 
to have left the most valuable part of man, viz., the soul, 

entirely out of consideration. In short, if we study even the 

immediate object, that is, our self, we shall come to know that 
not a particle of our body has been left uncared for ; rather the 
minutest atom of it has been so liberally and graciously tended 
that we can not but feel impressed with a deep sense of gratitude 
for His grace and love towards mankind. In a word, ·correa· 
ponding to each and every de;,;ire or appetite that has been 
implanted in us, we find adequate means already provided for 

the gratification thereof. The mind which was vouchsafed 
to man with very great capabilities and aspirations finds its 

ei,sential food provided 011 an infinitely large scale in the 
construction and arrangement of the different parts of the 
universal frame, which affords inexhaustible treasures of 
science. It is unive1·sally admitted that the soul involuntarily 

yearns to ascertain the great cause, or the great controlling power 
over the forces of nature or " God.'' lt is eager to have a 
glimpse of Him, to know of His qualities and favours, and to 
hold communion with Him. lie who implanted the seed of 
Divine love in Hii, choicest creature, He who endowed the soul 
with immensely great capabilities must have and surely has 
arranged to confer requisite bounties and favours on it. It is 
idle to surmise that frail human intellect is self-sufficient for 
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the attainment of knowledge. Let us consider how far hum
anity is capable of bearing itself through the temporal, not to 
speak of spiritual affairs. From the very time the child sees 

the light of day. it has to entrust itself to the charge of its 
relatives and forces of nature and circumstances over which it 
bas no control whatsover. The environments in which the child 
is placed determine largely what the child will develop into ; 
in a word, the circumstances will mould the fate of the child. 
Place a baby born of the most civilized parents among the 
negroes of Central Africa and you will find him most ·probably 
asb attached to cannibalism. Likewise a baby of the rudest 

extraction will most likely evince signs of good breeding, 
comparatively refined taste, intelligance and seemly manners, 

if it is bred in an enlightened and cultured household. Instances 
may be multiplied to bear out what is mentioned above. 
Bub I need not do so, for it is universally admitted that man 
is a bundle of habits, and habits are fostered by imitation. Nor 
should I dwell upon the details of human failings, whi :,h have 
similarly become proverbial. •~ Man is fallible" is a well-known 

saying. Our own failings, drawbacks, weaknesses and extreme 
helplessness are so obvious that we do not stand in need of 

any external evidences, 

From childhood let us now pass on to the subsequent stages 

0£ human life. Whichever stage and period of man's life we may 
lay before us for study with a view to ascertain the alleged 
self-sufficiency of the intellect and the spirit of man, we shall 

be quite disappointed. The subject of study being immediately 
close to us, we must attend to it a.t some time or other. The 

result of such a. study and intro~pection will in all casef amount 
to our ackno,vledging the thorough weakness and he. llessnes1.1 
of man. We require guidance even in our ways and .iaodes of 

living. We are bound to follow others in dressing ourselves 

a.nd oven the preparation of our meals. So long as we are 
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alone, we may be indifferent; to any form, bnt whenever we have 

to move in a society., mual as it is with us to do, we must pay 
close attention to decorum and etiquette. 'ro bear ourselves 

successfully through the affairs of life, we must make ourselves 
acquainted with the necessary manners, forms and ceremonies 

and acqnire a knowledge and experience of things. 

To acquire all this we can not but have recourse to teachers. 

Whatever is not regularly obtained is neither learnt, nor 
retained. However experienced nod learned a person may be, 

he is sure to feel puzded when asked to make, say, a biscuit 
to sew a pair of trousers, to make lamp for himself and so on. 
Can a chemist or druggist prop:::,re a pudding which is so 

expeditiously prepared by his cook ? Can a sc: cm tist venture to 

take in hand the construct.ion of n. locomotive engine ? ·wm 
he mako so bold as to put his might,y know lcrlge to the practi

cal test in the construction of a bicycle which he rides and with 

which he, is so familiar? Is each and eve1•y oue of us so skilful 
as to construct an aeroplane ? I a.m sure, 11inety cases out of 

hundred, if not, cent per cent. wi11 prove to be utter failures. 

In short the weakness and hclplcssneHs of man at every stage and 

period o!~ his development arc too rnanifm;t to need pointing 

out. I <l.o not intend to unduly influence the independent 

decision of the reader. Every man is conscious of his fallibility 

and weakness. Even if ,.,,·e do not consider the cases ad vei·ted 

to and content ourselves with the study of nature for the 

attainme it of our knowledge in the process of mental develop

ment, it will become tangible that frnil humanity does require 

Divine help and guidance in spiritual affairs too. Man's 

knowledge is changeable, ho believing a certain doctrine at one 

time and disbelieving it at another. He may not change the 

religion that he professes, but his conception of God is modified 

according :1.s he advances in his spiritual knowledge. During 

the c~~rse of our mental career some three or four stages of 

trans1t1on or transformation a.re quite prominent and known 
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to every thoughtful pertion. I, for instance, know full well that 
though my identity has not changed, yet I am not what I was 
ten years before. I feel changed in a very large measure. An 

imperceptible change has crept upon me, which tells me that 
my views are not what they were. My sentiments, my aspira
tions, my feelings, my relations to the universe a:5 well as to its 

Creator are to all intents and purposes quite changed. lb 
stands to reason that my future life will also be subject to 

changes. Scientists hold that tissues of man arc quite renewed 

in a few years. Likewise t,he psychologist bears testimony 

to the fact that mind too does change or make development in 
conformity to the circumstances to which it is subjected and 
the stage and period of its progress. Can such a changeable, 
uncertain mind then become a guide for us to the blissfu 1 
presence of the Mightiest Lord of the Universe. It may not 
lead us astray, we may safely repose confidence in it, but still 
it fails to help us beyond its scope. 

A word or two now as to th0 possibility of Divine Revela
tion. Though a brid sentence will satisfy a Brahmo or one 
who does not believe in divine revelation, yet I may att,empt to 

expound the phenomenon. To convince a Brahmo, I 8hall beg 

leave to remind him that when be himself can soar so high 
as to get a glimpse of Divine affairs and teachings, why should 

not God Himself be able to communicate His wishos to His 

people. For the sake of the people in genera], I may give 
illustrations that may answer the purpose. Mau himself haa 
exercised his intelligence in contriving such means of transmitt
ing messages as can not be explained by a large number of 
people, edu ~ated class inclusive. "\Ve do not meet with many 
people thau can explain how a thin wire held up by posts 
can convey a message to a place thousands of miles distant. If 
transmission of the rays of Ghe E1un that wa,rms our planet from 
a distance of over nine crores of miles can be explained by 
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believing the existence of ether through which the heated light 
waves pass a.t the rate of 1,86,000 miles a second, if man can 
devise wireless telegraphy for himself, why should not God 

Himself be able to construct a wireless telegraphy of His own. 
The instrument that is capable of receiving the message explains 
many other things. It teaches us that the power and faculty 
of receptability arc absolutely necessary for being capable of 

receiving messages. Those that polish their hearts by acting in 
obedience to the wishes of the Lord of the world, those that 
cherish foar of God, those that never suffer their hearts to be 
stained with sin are given that power of receptability. Such 
people hear the voice of God though their companions may hear 
none at all. They deny Divine communion through ignorance 
and inexperience, as a dumb person will deny the existence 
of sound and a blind man the existence of colours. 
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The Present Condition of Chris= 
tendont calls for a Prophet. 
It is a notorious fact that the present-day Christians are 

not following in the footsteps of Christ. The Christianity that 
is taught and practised to-day is little like the Christianity of 

the time of the apostles. This is borne out by the picture which 
ar American paper draws of the present-day Christians. 

"The picture of Christ's return to the earth,'' says a San 
Diego paper "and his thoughts and comments on the conditions 

of every-day life has been drawn so many times, and as 
speedily forgotten, that it conveys but little idea of the wide 
divergence of present day opinion on his teachings from the 

opinion held at the dawn of the Christian era in•·the old world . 
• • • . • • . • vVe are as intolerant of the sinuer as ever. We 

understand better how to draw the line, and the gulf is as wide 

and as insurmountable as it was in the 'confess-or-be-damned' 
period. 

''Picture one of the aristocratic congregations of any 

American city receiving the lame, halt, blind, beggared people 

of the slums, into their magnificent edifices of 'public' 

worship. Would any of the ushers and door-tenders of 
such churches escort the women of the slums to a seat where 

they could hear the message Christ brought to the people of 

this world? More likely they would summon the police and 
turn the unwelcome visitors over to the minions of tho law 
with a deprecatory shrug of the shoulders. 

"We have grown so used to the idea 0£ fitness of things 

that we have created classes. We believe the people of the 
slums and the tenderloins should seek the consolation of the 
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Master in the missions ani! chapels erected in their midst and 

so leave the costly churches of the rich for those who are 
numbered among their congregations. If one of society's 
outcasts should find his way into such a church, should enlist 
himself actively in the work of saving souls and restoring the 
faith of the people to its pristine glory, he would be practically 
ostracised even while he was tolerated. Outside the church 
he would be no-body. The milk of huma.n kindness would 
cease flowing once the threshold of lihe church was passed and 
he emerged into the outer air.'' 

"We arc living too much for ourselves and too little for 

our neighbours and will doubtless continue to a.o so so long as the 

'upper strata' of society is an example that all persons in lessGr 

walks of life follow and so long as commercialism is the breath 
of life.'' 

The editor deplores this lamentable state of things prevailing 

in America, but he does not seem to be aware that this dis

tinction is strictly observed even in lands where the Christian 

Missionary goes to deliver the Message of Christ to the 'heathen.' 
In India, there are separate churches for the native Christians 

and the :"Duropcans and the black are not to seek the consolation 
of their Master in the same house where the white do. We are 
told that if a woman of the slums should venture to go to the 
Church where the rich offer up their prayer to the Lord, she 
is likely to be turned out by the cluizn·asi. What should happen 

if the Lord himself should come back to this world, and go to one 

of these magnificent edifices of public worship? He is not likely 
to appear as a rich man, seeing that he deuounced the rich, and 
therefore most probably he will receive the same treatment from 
the usher that will be accorded to a wornan of the slums• 
'11hat he will appear in glory is only a delusion. The J ew-s 

also expected ttat their Messiah would come as a king and that 

thus his ad vent would be a glorious one. The actual Messiah, 
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however, turned out to be a poor man, a son of a woman that 

was married to a carpenter and all the hopes of the Jews that 

were based on prophecies turned out to be false. The Christians 

ought to take a lesson from this. 'fhey should not think that 

their own picture of tho coming back of Jesus would be realised. 

On the other hand, it plainly appears from the words of Jesus 
that the PromiRcd Messiah would hail from a quarter where 

he was least expected. He likens the coming of the son of man 

to the coming of a thief (Matt. xxiv, 43), but the thief docs not 

come in broad day light. He comes in disguise and at an hour 

which the owner of the house knows not. Such was to be the 

advent of the Promised Messiah. He was to come in disguise 
and not to descend from heaven in clouds. The solf-sarne Jesus 

could not come back, for he is dead and the denid never return 

to this earth. vVhat did then the prophecy of his second 

advent mean? It meant exactly what the prophecy of the 
second advent of Elijah meant. 'I1he latter proph0cy was 

interpreted by Jesus himself as meaning the appearance of 
another person in the spirit and character of Elij[l,h, Thus 

we have a precedent in the prophecy of the second advent of 

Elijah and in interpreting this prophecy we have only ·~o follow 

this precedent. '11hat prophecy has already been fulfilled by 
the appearance of Mirz~1 Ghul&m Ahmad of Qadian, who made 

good his claim by powerful heavenly signs. "'I'hc picture of 

Christ's return to the earth" says the Christian editor of the 

aforesaid paper, ''has been drawn so many times, and as 
speedily forgotten." 'I1he reason why the picture of Christ's 

return to the earth is so speedily forgotten is that Christians 

have almost despaired of his return. Most of them have 

now ceased to look for his coming back ; they have losb 
all hope of his return. Not long ago, books were written and 

pamphlets published proclaiming that the advent of the Messiah 

was at hand aud even dates were fixed for his appearance 
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These calculations were based on Biblical prophecies. The 
promised one came, but as his appearance did not conform with 
the pictures the Christian preachers used to draw from their 
pulpits, thoy did not accept him, as the Jews of old did not 

accept Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus himself, however, is not 

going to grace this earth again with his presence for those 

that die do not come back to this earth. ''Behind them'' 
says the Holy Qura.n, ''is a barrier, until the day when they 
shall be raised again.'' (xxiii, 102). The hope that Jesus himself 

will come back is as delusive a dream as the Jewieh hope of the 

coming back of Elijah. 

That the present age was the high time for the appearance 
of the Messiah is borne testimony to by the editor of the said 

paper. He says that Christian Society has strayed so far away 

from the right path that only one who possesses the spirit 
and power of Christ can reform the existing evils. It is beyond 

the power of any other mort,al to undertake this stupendous task. 

"To change such conditions,'' says he, ''to make all persons 

equal in God's temples would ffil~an the practical reconstruction 
of the social fabric, and that is· a task few people have the 

courage to undertake and which no one has ever completed. To 
do it one would have to have the courage a.nd faith of the 
Redeemer, because he would have to stir to life in the breast of 

each member of the congregations the crushed and dormant 

spirit of forgiveness and brotherly love. Caste is the greatest 
enemy of Christianity to-day and it is useless to argue that 
those who go regularly to Church and do what they consider 
the Church's work are in spirit and reality Christians as the 
Saviour would have them. To live as Christ did is impossible 
for almost every person to-day." 

The editor speaks only of one out of many evils that are 

now corrupting the Christian society. The evil of which he 

complains is not the greatest evil which calls for reform. He 
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complains of the absence of brother\y love among perso11s that 
go to the church, and according to him, even this class of people 
can not be reformed unless there be one with the courage and 
faith of Christ to breathe a new life into their dead souls. But 
the church going people form only an insignificant minority. 
'rho vast majority of Christians keep away from the church. 
If a person with the power of Christ is needed to infuse life 
into the church going minority, one greater than Christ must 
be needed to breathe life into the numberless millions that 
stay away from the church. The Chl'istian editor does not 
make a proper diagnosis of the disease. He speaks only of the 
evils that are visible on the surface and leaves out of consideration 
the roob cause of this and other evils that are so rampant in 
the whole of Christendom. If one wants to know the real 
disease that is at the bottom of all the evils of Christendom, 
he need only note what a Minnesota Professor incidentally 
remarked in the course of an address to teachers. Speaking 
of the need of religious training of boys in schools, the Professor 
said. "It is not exactly religious teaching that is needed, but 

a religious attitude. I once visited a certain university in the 
M,ississippi -valley and found to rny arnazement, that out of 
every hundred p1'of essors only one believed in the ,~mmortality 
of the soul.'' ( La Herald, December 24th, HHO). The words 

in italics afford a clue to the real disease that is at the root of 
all the evils of the Christian world. The root cause of the 
various evils prevailing in Europe, America and other Christian 
lands is the deplorable lack of spiritual belief. It will be 
absurd to suppose that this disease is confined to the par.ticular 
University in the Mississippi valley of which the Professor speaks• 
Nay the disease is wide spread. It is not confined to the 
educated but also prevails among the unlettered masses. Even 
those who profess to believe in God and in the immortality of 
the soul and the accouutability of man to God for his deede 



288 TIU1 REVIEW OF REL1GJON8, (Juiy 

done in this life have only a nominal faith. Their faith in 
God is not sufficiently :firm and far-reaching ; in is only a 
lip-belief that exercises no practical influence on their lives. 
But how is this disease to be remedied? How can living faith 

be breathed into men that are spiritually dead? Can the 
Christian Missionary perfo1·m this task? Certaily not. Ex
perienco belies such an assumption. He has been working both 
among the Christians and the 'heathen,' but in spite of all his 
exertions, the disease has been taking root deeper and deeper 

every d:1y. It has been spreading like a, virulent plague and 

all efforts of the Missionary have failed to check: its rapid 
progress. The helplessness of the Missionary is only too 
apparent. The truth is that he himself is devoid of real, 
living faith, and one who is himself dead can not breathe life 
into others. 

Who can then breathe life into this dead world of ours? 
Who can bring back to this earth the faith that has departed 
from it? The mere preaching of a book will not do. None 
but a prophet can regenerate this earth. Prophets have 
breathed 1.ife into dead humanity in the past and if the world 

is to be regenerated now, it must be regenerated by a prophet. 

That prophet has already appeared. It was Ahmad of Qadian. 

He showed thousands of signs, which brought conviction to 

those wl10 witnessed and pondered over them. But this is not 
all. Many of his powerful prophecies still await fulfilment. 

They arc prophecies whose fulfilment will be witnessed not by 
the peo1)lc of a single country, but by the inhabitants of all 

lands. When the world will study these prophecies and 
their ,vonderful fulfilment, and when it will ponder over the 
numerous heavenly signs which God showed in his favour, it 
will see God and the result will be that a transformation will 
be wrought in the beliefs and religious ideas of men and the 

outcome of all this will be the setting in of a millennium of 
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peace and righteousness on the earth. That millennium has 

already set in but only a keen eye can discern the moon of the 

first night. 

He came with anothei· weapon. The greatest evil to-day is 

the pernicious doctrine that the son of Mary is the Son of God 

or God Himself. A large portion of the human race holds this 
doctrine and strenuous efforts are being made to convert the 
whole 'paga.n' world to this belief. In short this setting up of the 
son of a woman as God is the most malignant cancer that is 
eating into the frame of the human race and it was to root out 
this cancer that the Promised Messiah came in to this world. 

He gave powerful arguments to show not only that Jesus did 
not die on tho cross, but was alive when he was taken down 
from the accursed tree, bu ~ that he died a natural death and 
lies buried in the Khan Yar Street, Srinagar. 'l111is is a truth 
which the world will soon recognise and then will be sounded 

the death-knell of ChristiUinity. 'fhese things may appear to 
be wonderful, but now God has willed that an end should be 
put to the worship of J esm; as God and nothing can thwarli the 
·will of God. It is impossible to reform Christendom as long 
as it holds to the belief that J esun was God or the Son of God. 
1'he purpose of Ahma.d's advent was to bring Jesus down 

to the level of ordinary mortals and he accomplished the object 
of his advent by pointing out the grave in which the supposed 

God of the Christians has In.in buried for the last 1900 years. 
God has ordained that the tomb of Jesus should also prove 

the grave of Christianity. The supposed death and the so
called resurrection of Jesus constitute the beam on which 

Christianity rests and it must fall as soon as the beam is 
removed. It can not survive the beam for a single day. L-et 

not the reader think that Christianity will take a long time 
to fall. It docs not take its stand on any solid ground. The 

whole fabric of Christianity, stupendous as it is, rests on a very 
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frail support, riz., tho supposed events of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. As soon as it is shown that Jesus was 

not dead when he was taken down from the cross and that he 

left his tomb bcca.usc he was alive when he was laid in it, 

Christi::mity will cease to exist. 'l1hose who will give even a 
sli<~ht considoro.tion to t;he evidence given in these pages from 

b 

tin~e to time will havo no hesitation in admitting that the 
so-called deu.th ::md resurrection of Jesus and his snbsequent 

ascent into the heavens arc only myths devoid of all truth and 

that the fact is that Jesus did not die on the cross. 

W hcu the world will sec the hollowness of the found~tion 

on which Christin,nit,y stands, it will at once renounce it and 

believing m the true, living God, the God of Islam, it will 
begin o follow the pnrc teachings of Islam. 'l'hen will be 

ushered an era of righteowmes8 and peace. The world that has 

so long adored the false dejty of the Christians will ·ea,gcrly 
·welcome the truth ::rnd will zealously follow it. 

In short, the present condition of Christendom called for a. 
3, prophot. The world was so sunk in error aud vice that none 
but a. prophet could regencra1ie it. Jt has ever been a law of 

God to raise a. prophet when vice and error have corrupted 

the worid and it was in accordance with that la,v that He raised 
Ahmad in tho vresant age. 'fhe very fact that the present 
age sorely needed a prophet, is an evidence of his truth. God 
spoke to him as He spoke to !;he prophets of old aud aided him 
in every u11dertaking n.s He aided His former messengers. He 
preached t-hn.t law had been completed in Islam and that all truths 

were embodied in the Holy Quran and that, therefore, every 
one who wished to follow the true ancl perfect faith should follow 
the religion of the Holy Prophet of Islam (may peace and the 

blessings of God be upon him). He taught that all the spiri

tual blessings could be obtained by following the Holy Quran, 
wbich was now the only book £or the guidance of mankind 
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a.nd offered himself as an example of how one could attain 
the highest spiritual blessings by following the teachings of 
the Holy Prophet of Islam (may peace and the blessings of 

God be upon him). Ho was a prophet because he, being inspired 

by God, published hundreds of prophecies which came out true 

and his revelations contain many more prophecies which pertain 
to both near and distant future so that even those who have 

not seen him may see his truth by witnessing the fulfilment 

of his mighty prophecies published bcforolmnd. He, by his 
advent, established the truth not only of the Holy Prophet of 

Islam {may peace aud the blessings of God be upon him) but 
also of all the prophets of the world. Many had begun to 
doubt the truth of all the prophets of God, so God raised a 

prophet in this age, so that by seeing the truth of his revelations, 

the world may also believ~ in the truth of the former prophets. 

Nay, God raised him to reveal His own hidden face to the 
world. If God spoke in the past, many had begun to ask them
selYes, why is it that His voice is not hNn·d to-day? So God 
spoke to him, revealed to him many secrets of the future and 
gave him many powerful prophecies, so tlmt the world, by 
seeing t,he fulfilment of these prophecies, may know tbat God 
docs exist and that He still speaks as He spoke in days gone 

by, to Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Zoroatitcr, Bnddha, Krishna 

Confucius, and lastly to Muhammad, the greatest })rophet that 
t,he world ever saw (may peace and the blessingf; of God be 
upon them a,11). God chose a follower of Islam to be the 

recipient of His new revelations so that the world may know 
that to-day the only religion by which one can attain ~,alvation 
is Islam. This prophet exposed the errors into which the 
followers of all religions, the :Muslims not excepted, hMl fallen 
and thus invited the world to accept t,he true faith of Islam. 
lfo has dealt blows to Christianity which it can not survive and 
the propaganda started by this prophet is, wit,h 1,hn gra,ce of 
God,.destined to make Islam victorious over n.11 ot,her :religions 
of the world. Let no body despise it on account of itt:l smallness, 
for are not all beginnings small? 
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Notes and Comments. 
--

Cl'imes among the Clergymen. 

Christians are wont to boasb of their tolerance and broad
mindedness, but the truth is that they are still as intolerant 

and narrow-minded as their forefathers have been ever since 
Christianity became possessed of power. If there is tolerance 

and religious freedom in lands governed by men of the British 

race, thanks are due to the state and not to the clergy. H 
should a1so be remembered that it is the tyranny of the intoler

ant clergy that has impressed the state with the value and 
importance of religious tolerance. If the Governments should 

withdraw their protecting hand from those who differ with the 

orthodo:r. Christiani iu their views, the fanaticism of the clergy 

is sure to burst forth with full vigour against all 'heretics.' 
Nay, even under the present; circumstances, the pent-up 

fanaticism of pious Christ;ians finds an outlet every now and 

then, thus showing that the old spirit of intolerance still lurks 

in their bosom. In order to know that in spite of their boasted 

tolerance, the Christians are still as intolerant as ever, one need 

only reacl the history of the Mormons. The following is a very 
condensed outline of their origin and progress in the words of 

Sir Hiram Ma,:x:im (vide the Truth-Seeker, New York, dated 
May 27th, Hill). 

"The sect was first started in the Eastern par._t of the 
United States, where they were very severely persecuted. They 

then moved into a We5tern state, where they were also 
persecuted, many of them murdered, and their property 
destroyed; but they were a brave and stout-hearted people. 
Finding that there was no resting place for them in civilization, 
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they emigrated to Salt Lake, placing a thousand miles between 
themselves and the nearest ciTilization.'' 

"The Mormons were out and out Bi b1e Christians; they 

followed the teachings of the Bible, not only in polygamy, but 

also in exterminating other tribes, after the manner of Joshua. 
On one occasion they killed one hundred and fifty emigrants 
that were pasiing through their territory. The followers of the 
Bible in this respect were called by them dm1troying angels."' 

The success attained by this sect has been, in the opinion 

of Sir Hiram Maxim, due to their temperate habits, the kind 

of life they live, and more than all, to the fact that they are 

a community of workers. Some of the elders of this sect are 
now proselyting in England and "the fierce intoleran cc of the 

English clergy, Protestant and Catholic'' towards them has 

elicited a letter of indignant protest from Sir Hiram Maxim, 
in which he compares the mornlity of the persecutiog Christians 
with that of the persecuted. That letter, we learn from the 

Truth Seeker, he has written to the London Da.ily Express. 
In course of the letter, he says:-

"I have wondered very much why the Rev. Father Bernard 
Vn11ghan and otlrnr holy men, who are now denouncing the 

Mormons in England, do not look up statiiitics, and ascertain 

if it is really true that the Mormons are worse than other 
people; if so, how much worse. As they have all overlooked 

this most im portanb factor in the question, I will enlighten 

them. 

''There is a concern in the United Sta,tes that has compiled 
a list of preachers who have committed crimes in the United 

States during the last few years, confining themselves altogether 

to those in which legal proceedings have been taken, and 

·the American police are of opinion that not more than one case 
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in sixteen is ever made public. Under these conditions, we have 

in divine criminals 4,592 Methodists, 2,784 Baptists, 1,824 

Catholics, 1,168 Presbyterians, 976 Congregationalists, 768 
Episcopa.lians, 7~6 Lutherans, 352 Christians, 224 Adventists, 
160 United Brethren, 112 Hebrews, 48 Universalista, 27 
Tunkers. There are no Unitarians, Spiritualists, or Mormons 
mentioned.'' 

Let no body think that it is only the clergy of the United 
States that are immoral. Those of the United Kingdont do 
not seem to fare better as far as mo1· ality is concemed. ''There 
is very Ii ttle difference,'' says Sir Ilira m Maxim, '"between the 
immorality of the parsons of England and those of the United 

States. According io the Pall Mall Gazette, in one year no 
less than 2.75 per cent of the English Ministry were in trouble 
with the I aw. This would mean 27. 50 per cent in ten years, 

or say 60 per cent for the whole term of their occupancy. On 
an av~rag~, there i8 ov,r twice as much crime among el~rgy,m~n 
as among other people.'' 

"It is un-neceesary to Ra.y'' continues Sir Hiram Maxim 
. ' 

''that the greater number 1)f those crimes, e,'lpecially among the 
orthodox religions, such as Methodists, Baptists, Catholics, 
Presbyterians, and Congregationalists, a,•e crimes against 

women, while bhe Universalists, uuit;arians, Tunk:ers, Spiritualists 
and Morm,ons see,n to be practically free from this kind of 
immorality.'' 

"These are facts," says Sir Maxim, "which are easily 
substantiated. In fact, I have the evidence in my possession. 
It will, therefore, be seen that it is much more dangerous for 
young women to emigrate to Englan d, or the thickly populated 
part of the United States than to go to Utah.'' 

The Christi"'n zealots of England a.re waging a regular war 
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againsb the Mormons. They are trying to excite the passions 
of the masses against Mormonism, by representing it as a great 
menace to England. The chief figure among the Roman 
Catholic persecutors of Mormonism is Father Vaughan. Sir 
Hiram Maxim has a suggestion for Father Vaughan. He asks 

him to read Prof. John Draper's 'History of Intellectual 

Development of Europe,' compare the lives of the Popes with 
those of the Mormon elders and the past history of the Roman 
Catholic Church with the past history of the Morman Church, 
and thon :1.sk himself which of the two is liable to do most 
damage to England. 

It is not difficult to see why among the mm1sters of the 
orthodox religions there is greater immorality thai:1 among 

other people. The r,mson is that the former have: greater 
faith in the atoning properties of the blood of Jesus than the 
latter. 'l1hey believe that Jesus ha~ died for their sins and 
that all their sins will be forgiven them, no matter however 

numerous and however heinous they may be. This Hmboldens 
them in the commission of crimes, especially those which pertain 
to t,he gratification of the appetites. 'rhe state, however, does 
not seem to share this view with them, for it regards tlleir 
licentiousness and other crimes bo be as punishable as those of 
other people. Had it not been for the restraint imposBd by the 
state, their licentiousnoss would have known no bounds. The 
lives of the Popes and the past history of the R'lman Catholic 
religion u0 which Sir Hiram Maxim refers, would not have 
been so black, had it not been for the belief that Jesus had 
borne on himself all the sins of his followers and that t ho latter 
were not going to be punished for their sins l!linca Jesus had 

a.lre..1,dy suffered the punishment in their stead by remaining in 
hell for three days. The state, however, as I have already 

said, does not seem to regard this theory as true, for it deals 
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out equal punishment to all, and does not pause to inquire 

whether the criminal is a believer in the doctrine of atonement 

or not. No law makes any exception in favour of those whose 

sins are said to have been borne by Jesus. All Governments 
acb upon ·ohe principle embodied in the following verse of the 
Holy Qu:ran, a J j 1 _, ) y:; lJ _, lttJ..c ll J V""'.ilj JS' ½-"-.G )) _, 
uJ::.. J ) ) ) ''No soul shall labour but for itself; and no burdened 

one shall bear another's burden.'' (vi, 164). And the la.w 
which prevails here will also prevail in the next world. No 

one can bear another man's burden either in this life or in the 

life to come, and the Christian belief that Jesus has borne all 
men's sins is only a delusion. This belie£ has worked immense 

mischief in the world and the awful immorality and crime that 
have ever characterised Christian people and especially Christian 

priests is the outcome of this erroneous doctrine. Even Luther, 

the founder of Protestantism encouraged sin by saying that one 

might commit as much sin as he would, the blood of Christ 

would wash away all. Mormonism is held out to-day by the. 
orthodox Christians as a great danger, but I think there is 

no danger greater than the belief that Jesus bas borne on 

himself all sins of his followers. 

An American paper on Islam. 
It is gratifying to obgorve that the fo.lse impressions 

produced by the misrepresentations of Islam by the Christian 
missionaries are now gradually disappearing and the world has 
begun to assume a more favourable attitude towards Islam. 

"One of the most significant features of the Coronation 
fel!tivibies in London in June," says the Indianapolis News, dated 

May 15th, 1911, '' would be the corner-stone laying for a great 

moBque-a Jama masjid •••• There should be an awakening 
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of the Christian people to the fact, that Muhammadans are purely 
monotheistic, reverencing Muhammad only as a prophet-the 

greatest, but not the only one, for Jesus and Moses a.re both 
recognised as lesser prophets. In our intolerance we have come 
near being as fanatical about the Muhammadan as he is abou a 
the Christian, still it must be remembered that of all religionists, 
he is, excepting the Jew, the only one who has never raised up 
an image or a picture to remind him of the great invisible God 

and the one God • • . . They do not need Christian missionaries 
to teach them of God •...• There is an awakening in the 

lands of Muhammadanism. New Turkey, constitutional and 
progressive, indicates that. In India there is a movement to 
found at Aligarh, a greati M11hammadan University. There is a 

demand that Muhammadanism be restored to something of that 
prestige in letters arid science and research which it occupied 
when theUniversity of Cordova was without peer, and when the 
great universities of Cairo and Damascus were among the mosb 
noted in the world." 

In our intolerance, says the Indianapolis News, we have come 

near being as fa.natica.l about the Muhammadan as he is about the 
Christian. It is true indeed that a Mul1ammadan can not tolerate 

for a moment the Christian doctrines of Trinity and the Divinity 

or Sonship of Jesus, son of Mary. He can not think of any parti

cipation in Godhead, nor can he take one who was born of a 

woman as God. Similarly he regards the idea. of God having 

a son as highly blasphemous. He also denounces ·the idea that 

Jesus who is supposed to be the Son of God died and deqcen<led 

into hell to bear upon himself the sins of all mankind and to 
suffer punishment in their stead. He regards Jesus as one of 
the holy prophets of God and he can not think for a moment 
that that righteous man was ever subjected to curse, for to 

become accursed is, with him, to become like Satan. In short 
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he denounces these doctrines of the Christians as highly bla!!~ 
phemous and such are his ideas of Godhead tha.t he can not 
do otherwise. "lb is only when the Christian and bhe Muhamma

dan meet in lands wh~re men bow to idols,'' sa.ys the Indianapolis 
Ntws," thab they find they a.re brothers.'' 1!1he editor is wrong 
here. His words imply thab the Muslim regards the Christian 
as monotiheietic like himself. But such is nob the case. The 
worship of the son of Mary is, to say the lea.sb, as heinous a sin 
in the eye of a Muslim as thab of an idol. Mark the words in 
which the Holy QLiran speaks of the Christian belief in the 

Sonship of Jesus. It says, ''Almost might the heavens be rent 
thereat, and the Earth cleave asunder, and the mountains fall 
down in fragments, that they ascribe a son to the Merciful when 
it become.th not the Merciful to have a son" (xii:, 92, 93). Hence 
a Muslim and a. Christian ca.n not feel as brebhren, as far as their 
conceptions of the Deity are concerned. 'fhe Christian editor 

of the Moslem, World, a quarterly Review recently started in 

England, knows the views of the Muslims on this point better 
than the learned editor of the Indianapolis. ''Islam" says the 
former, "is, in a sense, the only anti-Christian religion. Other 

creeds and philosophies are non-Christian or frankly un-Chris
tia.n. This world-wide faith joins issue with everything that is 

vital in the Christian religion, and stands or falls by its attiitude 
towards the Christ. In this respect all schools of Muslim thought 
are practically the same. They diff'tir in ritual and tradition. 
in interpretations broad or narrow, but • . . . . their position' 
as regards the Atonement, the Incarnation and the Deity of 
Christ is practically the same.'' 

Though the Holy Quran strongly denounces the fundamental 

doctrines of the Christian faith, yet it does not assert that there 
is no good in Christians. On the other hand, it says -~ '!'he 
Jews say, 'The Christians a.re good for nothing.' ~ Good for 
uothing are the Jews,' say the Christiana. Yet both a.re readers of 
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the Book. So with like words say they who have no knowledge." 
(ii, 107).Agaiu it says, "Of aRmen thou wilt certainly find Jews 

and those who join other gods with God, to be the most intense in 
hatred of those who believe; and thou shalt certainly find those to 

be nearest in affection to them who say, 'We are Christians.' This 
because some of them are priests and monks, and because they 
are free from pride.'' 

In order to know what kind of attitude Muslims are required 
to hold towards the Christians one can not do better than read 
the Great Charter which the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 

blessings of God be upon him) granted to the Christians. "In 
the sixth year of the Hejira,'' say the editors of the Proceeding:1 

of the Convention of Religions in India, 1909, "the Prophet 
granted his famous charter to the Christians. It secured to the 
monks of St. Catherine near Mount Sinai and to all Chrisbiaos 
certain important privileges by which his followers were to 

guard them 'from all injuries, and to defend their churches, and 

the residences of their priests. They were not to be unfairly 

t,axed ; no bishop was to be driven out of the bishopric ; no 
Christian was to be forced to reject his religion; no monk was to 

be expelled from his monastery ; no pilgrim w·as to be de
t::.incd from his pilgrimage; nor were the Christian churches 
to be pn1led down for t.he sake of building mosques or houses for 
the Moslems. Christian women married to Moslems were to 

enjoy their own reli,gion and not to be subjected to compulsion 

or annoyance of auy kind on that account. If the Christians 
should stand in need of assistatice £or the repair of the churches 

or the monasteries oe any other matter pertaining to their 
religion, the Muslims; were to assist them.' Be it remembered 

here that these rights were not extorted from :Muhammad. They 
wore mercifully granted by him.'' (Introduction to the Proceed• 

ingB of the Convention of Religions in India, 1000, page xliv.) 
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Such is the example which the Holy E,ounder of Islam {may 

peace and the blessings of God be upon him) set for his followers 

to imitate. Nay, the high example of the Holy Prophet may 

well be held out as an ideal example worthy of imitation by the 

whole world. In short, though there can be no compromise 
between a Muslim and a Christian a.s far as the Christian doc

trines of the divinity of Jesus and Atonement are concerned, 
yet a Muslim is bidden to treat a Christian, and in fact every 

non-Muslim, with extreme toleration. '-Let there be no compulsion 

in religion," says a Medina Sura of the Holy Quran, "now is the 

right way made distinct from error.'' (ii, 257 ). 

It is strange that the Christians, in spite of worshipping 
the son of Mary as God, persist in calling themselves to be be
lievers in the One 'fruo God. A Muslim, however, can not see 
how a man can be a believer in One True God and take the son 
of a woman as God. Jesus is, in fact, the greatest idol ever set 
up by man for worship. We wonder how the civilised nations 
of Europe and America can take a Jew, a son of a Jewish woman, 

as God. Millions of civilized people may take Jesus for a God, 
but a Muslim's conception of the Unity of God is so pure and so 
clear that he can not oven for a moment be duped into the belief 
that the child that was born of a Jewish lady named Mary was 

God or the Son of God. The whole civilized world may take 

Jesus to be God, but a Muslim will always regard him as a mere 

man. It is gratifying, however, to observe that even the western 

world has now begun to recognise the absurdity of the belief 

that Jesus was God. There are now millions of men in Europe, 
America and other Christian lands who now regard Jesus only 

as a. man, as he really was. The deity of Christianity is being 

Bpeedily dissolved as salt is diHRolved in water, and the time is 

not far distant when the Christian deity will also be relegated 
to the same category to which the gods of the ancient heathen 

people belong. 
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An Appeal. 
Mr. A. S. Rafi.qi sends us from Rangoon an appeal on 

behalf of the Indian sailors and others visiting English ports. 
This appeal has been written by Mr. Yehya-en-Nasr Parkinson 
of Belfast and is addressed to the Indian Mussalmans. Tho 
vessels which carry the trade between England and India. are, 
we are told, principally manned by Indian sailors, most of whom 
are Mussalmans. A person visiting Liverpool or Birkenhead 

will be struck by the number of Indians walking about 
in the markets. But there is not a single place where they 
could spend a quiet evening. The Christians have indeed 
provided a Home for Asiatic sailors, but their object is to make 
converts. The sailors are provided with Christian literature in 
their own langu,age and have Christian doctrines expounded 
to them, especially on Sundays. Such an arrangement is more 

injurious than beneficial. Those who fall ill-and they are 
many-are taken to some hospital or to some poor house where 
they gradually succumb, amid men who are of a different race 
and creed and who do not understand the language of their 
patients. Whab is wanted is a Home in Liverpool in charge of 
an Indian Muslim conversant at least with English and 

Urdu, if not with other languages of the East. This is 
an tt.ppeal to which a hearty response should be made by the 
Indian Muslims. The work should be taken in hand by some 
responsible Muslim society in Great Britain. It does not 
require any high expenditure, and we believe there will be many 

in India. who will be only too glad to give their money for this 
pious purpose. The proposed ~Home' will serve a threefold 
purpose. It will be a means of helping the way-farer, which is 
described as a highly meritorious deed in the Holy Quran, 
(ii, 211; xxx, 88). It will be a pla.ce where the poor and the sick 
will be tended. It will prevent many from falling into the trap 
of the Missionary. Nay, if the person eotrused wibh tho charge 
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of the 'Home' is conversant with the tenets or the Islamic 
religion and is himself a pious Muslim, he may serve as a means 
of sowing Lhe seed of Islam in that land. vVe give below the 
full text of the appeal as written by Mr. Parkinson and hope 
that some representative Muslim body will give full consideration 

to this questivn and ta.kc some practical steps to help Muslim 
brethren in England.-

4' So mnch required to be done. Yet so much is being 
done and with so true and liberal a spirit that one feels diffident 

in approaching the Muslims at the present when they are busy; 
the University and other educational schemes being pushed 
forward with vigour, while the scheme for a Mosque in London 
also goes apace. Still in face of all this activity and enterprise, 
I think it is time their attention was directed to an important 

branch of Islamic work which touches principally our Indian 
follow-iiuslims, ancl lHis been, I am sorry to say, entirely neglec
ted by our .Muslim bi:ethrcn and especially by their numerous 
philauthropists in the past. This work has been too long 

ignored; in fact others have been doing a duty to Islam which 

it is obvious our Indians ought to have done, or at the very least 
assisted in doing, a duty they nover oven attempted to fulfil. 
Evcu after the work was done they neither recognised nor 

thanked the doers thereof. I trust this was because they were 
uuawarc of tho facts, I uow inteLHl to lay before them. True the 
doers thereof wanted neither mat,crial reward nor thanks for 
acting, they wrought for love of lshLm, and a sense of duty to the 
faith that was their sufficient reward; but a word of encourage
ment from the brethren would have been helpful to them in their 
labours. All of us like to know that our work given freely for 
the cause, is appreciated by the .Muslims, especially those 
directly interested. 

"The trade between England and India is enormous and the 

11hips which arc the carriers, both large and small, are manned 
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principally by Indian sailors of whe,rn the great majority are 
Mussalmans. The central port of call in Britain for ships 
trading with the Ea'lt is Li vcrpool. A person can not spend a 

Saturday or even any other evening in either Liverpool or Birken

head without being struck by the number of Indians walking 
about especially in the market~. Liverpool and Birkenhead 

are large cities with other large cities in the vicinity and the 

thought may sometimes occur, in that vast metropolis is there 
a single place where those sailors, very few of whom know 
English, could if they were so inclined spend a quiet evening. A 
place where they would be mad·c wolcomij? Have any of our 

brethren in India ever thought about this matter? If they 
have not, I trust they will do so now. The t,ime wn.s when there 
w:1s a Mosque, at least a building which servcJ. as a Mosq uc, in 

Liverpool, it gave them one place to go to, not perhaps as 
inTiting as it might have been made by good management and 
hearty support, but yet a place. Now the Mosque exists no 
longer, it lw.s been sold and is now in other handt>, The 
question of why it was sold is for others to answer. The same 
applies to why an att,3mpt was not made to keep ib. Of course 
the rniristians with their usual activity and energy for buildinrr 

0 

misi,ious and taking every opportunity for making co~1Verts have 
made provision for ARiatic sailors by providing a Horne. There 
the sailors may spend an evening, providocl with worldly 
comforts and also with mental recreation. They m3,y sit and 
read Chri8tiau Literature in thair own language and hear 
especially on the Sunday Christian dogmas and doctrines 
expounded. That is good possibly in a way and better than 
nothing. But is it advantageous or beneficial to Islam? Is it 
what we want? Is it even satisfying to the Muslim sailors who 
may at times take ad vantage of it? It can not be satisfying to 

the Indian Mussulmans that things are so, or that they should 
remnm. My brethren bestir yourselves on this question. What 
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is wanted is a small Home in charge of au Indian brother, versed 
both in English and Urdu, and also other Eastern languages if 

possible. The above is not the worst aspect of the case, 
brethren. .My ne::x:b point is one that will have to be dealt with 
sometime, gentlemen do it soon. There is I believe a small plot 
in a cemetry in Liverpool where many an Indian sailor lies 
sleeping bis long 1ast sleep, in an alien, Christian land. Also 
here and there in the cemetries of Birkenhead and elsewhere in 
the diJtrict, unmarked and forgotten graves of Indians occur. 
Some, aye many of those Indian sailors fall ill and are hurried 
to the hospital, worse some to the poorhouse where they 
gradually succumb. Dying far from India and its palm trees and 
mighty rivers and great tracts of jungle. Jfar from friends and 
relations, alone in a foreign land. Dying amid strangers who, be 
they ever so kind, are of a different race and creed, and who 
know not the language of their patients. While the patients 
know not theirs. Why have yon forgotten and neglected those 
poor outcasts, gentlemen, brothers in adversity and in religion? 

Why have not our bret.hren in India and Londond one something, 
taken some measures to realise their dying moments? Will 
they try to do so now? Now, brethren, in the name of Islam 
and of our Holy Prophet (O.W.B.P.) who was ever tender, 
thoughtful and kind towards sufferers and to the dying. 

'' Is it not worthly of a Muslim to hold out the hand of help 

and brotherhood and to speak the word of kindness and of love, 
to cheer the fleeting soul in its passage across the harbour bar. 

How comforting it must be to the sufferer and educational to the 
reliever to sit by the bedside clasping the hand of a brother, yet 
a stranger, who will soon be gone, and to pour into his eager ear 
the words of good-will and encouragement spoken on the Mount 
at Mecca in the days of old, so that the night and the dawn 
might be peace. 

''In the past, gentlemen, this work has been done principally 
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by one of our British brothers, Bro. F. Djaffer :Mortimore of 
Birkenhead, all honour to him, for his labour and self-sacrifice 
in the cause. Quiet and unassuming, he has done it without 
asking and without complaint. Gone to the hospital, to the 
bedside of the dying to speak a word of comfort, cheer and hope 

and to show them that Islam was indeed a brotherhood, a 

brotherhood to him. Seeking no reward, he has never even 

received thanks save from the snfferers. None seem to have 
shown even appreciation of his work. His service was given 
freely and nngrndgingly to Islam, he laboured for the Faith. 
Yet a word of encouragement is a great stimulant, brethren, it 

elevates those who give as well as those who receive. True Bro. 
:Mortimore received assistance occasionally from other Muslims, 
principally I believe from Bro. Hassan Ali Arculli, but the most 
of the labour fell upon his shoulders, even to seeing them 
properly buried according to Islamic rites. For his devotion to 
Islam, he has suffered more than any will conceive unless they 
too are British Muslims living in the midst of Christians, but he 
has suffered as a Muslim should with fortitude, and patience• 
Is this as it should be brethren? To you I leave the answer and 
to you 1 appeal to act.'' 

Review. 
The Proceedings of the Convention of Religions 

in India, 1909. 
The Vivekananda Society, Calcutta, has published 

in a book form the various theses read at the first Con• 
vention of Religions in India, held at Calcutta :m 9th, 10th 
and 11th April, 1909. The book consists of two parts. The 
first part contains theses on Israelitism, Zoroastrianism, Buddh
ism, Brn.hmoism, Christianity, Islam and Sikhism. The 
second part consists of theses on the various sects of Hinduism, 
auch as the Visishtadwaita system of philosophy, Vaishnavism, 
Anubha.va.dvaita, the Veerasaiv:.\ religion, the Saiva religion, 
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8naktaism, 'l'heosophy, the Arya. Samaj, Deva. Dharma, Soura
U pasana etc. There is a separate Introduction to each of the 
two parts. The Introduction to the first part contains a short 
account of the religious up-heavals in India from the Vedic 
times and also of the conferences or conventions held from time to 
time. 'l1he Introduction to the second part includes an account 
of such up-heavals outside India. A few quotations from the 
introductory portions will be interest,ing. Speaking of. the 
authority of the New Testament, the editors says: ''The earliest 
fathers certainly believed the Old Testament books to be the 
divine aud infallible guide; bnt the New Testament was not so 
comndered till towards the close of the second century, when 
the conception of a Catholic Church was fornrnd. 'l1he collection 
of writings was not called scripture or even put on a par with 
the Old rrestament as sacred a.nd inspired till the time of 
'J'beophilus of Antioch about 180 A. D." The following remarks 
t hro-w sJme light on the way in which Christianity was spread 
and ·a.lso on the cruelties perpetra.ted by the Christians :-

'' More than a century after, we come to that notable figure, 
whose swo1·d did much to spread Christianity and under whose 
reign Christianity became a state-religion in 324' A. D. and 
the pagn,n temples were closed. . . . .. Such a bigot Christian 
hi:1toriau as Maunder calls him a nominal Cluistia.n. Thus 
writes he, •Under him (Constantine) Christianity began to flourish 
he received baptism; but although he was a nominal Christian, 
:many of his qualities were rt~pugnant to the principles of 
Christianity.' Under his direction was held the Church Council 
of Nice (325) in which the court sided against the Arians." 
Again, ''Omar has been blamed for acts which were really 
perpetrated by the Christians. lt is needless to say here thab 
the temple of Ser;.i.pis and the famons library in Alexandria 
were destroyed under the direct,i.ons of Bishop 'rheophilus. Says 
a grea,t historian, ''l'ho tern plH of the celestial Von us :..t Oartha~e> 
who:,;e sacred proc~ncts formed a ciroumference of two miles, 
wa,-1 jndicionsly converted int,o a Christian church" And again, 
'Bat, when a sentence of destruction against the idols of 
Alexandria was pronounced, the Christians set up a shout of 
joy and exultn,tion, whilst the unfortunate pagans whose fury 
had give11 way to cunsterna.t,ion retired with hasty and silent 
steps and eluded by their flight or obscurity, the resentment 
of their enemies ..... The valuable library of Alexandria 
wn.s pillaged or destroyed, and near twenty years afterwards the 
appearance of the empty shelves excited the regret and indig-
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nation of every spectator whose mind was not totally darkened 
by religious prejudice. 

"What is meant by the crusades? We have r.ot the space 
here to paint the horrors of war, rapine, cannibalism and crimes 
of worst forms practised by the Christians then. What is 
meant by the persistent persecutions d the .Jews? What is 
meant by t.he conqueror of Mexico calling out, 'Forward, soldiers, 
the Holy Cross is our banner and under that we shall conquer? 
'rrnly says the historian that in America, Christianity had 
been preached with 'the sword in one hand and the Bible in 
:,he other.' "What was the case even in India with the earliest 
Christ;i:1.n conq ucrors, when a whole city was asked either to 
i)ecome Christian within 24 hours or to prefer to be placed 
under the cannon ball !! '' 

Speaking of Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be npon him) the editors say, '"About the year 570 was 
born at Mecca that great personage, Muhammad, the first 
illiterate genius of the world, who in later times claimed to be 
the messen~er of God and who, as if by a magical wand, turned 
the fiorce Arabs into peaceful citizens ! Muhammad was, from 
his early boyhood, extremely sensitive to human sufferings, and 
his first step, perhaps, in his youth was to stop the infanticide 
prevn.leut among the Arabs then. . His preaching irritated the 
Quraisli, who planned to murder him. With the help of Abu 
Bakr he succeeded in taking a flight, known as the Hejira, at 
about G22 A.D., to Yathreb. His Ivieccan disciples and the 
people of Y:Lthrcb received him with great enthusiasm. His 
superb in tollect and almost miraculous power of organisation now 
began to be felt. He stopped all lawlessness and granted 
equal rights even to the Jews. No great man is to pass his 
time io eas0. 'l'he history of humanity proves it, and Muhammad 
was not to live in peace. Ho was driven into war. The 
~reachery of the Jews was unbounded and certaiuly unpardon
able. In the sixth year of the Hejira, the prophet granted his 
famous charter to the Christians. (rhis charter has been given 
elsewhere and therefore need not be reproduced here. Ed. R.R.) 
He it remembered that these rights were not extorted from 
:Muhammad. They were mercifully granted by him. Let 
those who hurl invectives against the Arnbian prophet in season 
and out of season brood over the nobleness, the magnanimity 
and the tolerant spirit of the man." The editors also speak in 
very favourable torms of the successors of the Holy Prophet. 
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Their views about the present day Christianity and its 
preachers may be gathered from thair following observations 
about the spiritual condition of Europe :-

''lnspite of her boasted civilization,'' say they, "she has 
failsd so harmonise between matter and spirit; she has failed to 
evolve a social system wherein matter and spirit may get their 
assigned places. We want to-day more than anything else 
perhaps, saints of the type we have mentioned, amongst us. 
\Ve want missionaries of Christ and not missionaries of church. 
We want Christianity to be preached and not Churchianity to 
ta.kc hold upon the people. We want Missionaries of love and 
not of forms. We want living examples and not mere frothy 
precepts.'' 

The Convention of Religions in India which has already 
met twice at Calcut.ta and Allahabad respectively, owes its 
origin really to the devoted disciples of Swami Vivekananda, 
who now constitute the Vivekananda Society of Calcutta. The 
members of this society in meeting assembled decided to 
celebrate the Birthday anniversary of their leader by holding 
a Parliament of Religions at Calcutta, in which the different 
sects of all the religions in India should be represented. They 
succeeded in securing the sympathy and co-operation of Mr. 
Sarada Charan Mitra who had a few days before retired from 
his office as a puisne judge of the Calcutta High Court. :Mr. 
Mitra took up the idea. in right earnest, gave every encourage• 
ment and agreed to take the lead. A representative Committee 
was soon formed with Mr. Mitra as the President. He took a, 

keen interest in the movement and it is to his untiring energy 
and hard and unselfish labour that the success of the convention 
is principally due. It is our fervent wish that the committee 
may enlarge its scope and bring into existence a Parliament 
of Religions which should not be confined to India, but should 
hold its meetings in all parts of the world. 

We recommend this volume to all students of comparative 
theology, and hope that it ,vill be soon followed by the Report 
of the Proceedings of the second Convention held at Allahabad 
in January 1911. 

lb can be had for four Rupees from the Secretary, 
Vivekananda Society, 1/4, Sankar Ghoae's Lane, Calcutta. 
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