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Some Critics and their 
Criticisms. 

We are told repeatedly by Christians that Christianity 

civilized Europe, also many other good things it is asserted to 
have accomplished: things which make up our present social 
system. Leaving the smaller items aside, let us deal with 
the main issue. Did Christianity civilize Europe? Unbiassed 
historians have long ago answered the question with an 

emphatic '' no," but then Christians in general are not in the 
habit of reading unbiassed historians, with the possible excep
tion of Gibbon; the demonstration is, therefore, practically losb 
on them, 

What happened was, that Europe comp.lox, racially, soci
ally, practically civilized Christianity. Note the point, it was 
complex Europe that civilized Christianity. Its very complexity, 
the antagonism of nations and races with their incessant politi
cal strife, and numerous ambitions provided a medium for cul
ture contacts, wherein thought and ideals absorbed from the 
surrounding environment had room to develop, to percolate 
and grow. 

But where were the principal culture forces and their con
tacts to be found; where in the surroundings was enlightenment 
to come from ? The answer is obvious ; from Islam : from 
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the schools of Cordova, Sevillo, Granada, Toledo, Saragossa, 
Fez, Cairo and Baghtl::i.cl ; from tho :-;cioncc, ar~, and literature 
of the Muslim. 

vVhen Constantine raised Christianity to the status of a state 
religion and gave it the support of imperia,l authority, he 
placed it in a position to crush the other cults of the empire. 
For a time JVIithraism held out, there being a slight revival 
under Julian, but paganism at la.st received its death-blow 
when the edicts of Theodosius placed the revenues of paganism 

in the hands of the new religion. 'l1his was the reason that 
Christianity conquered Jove and Juno, and Jmw, and Mithra, 
not of any superior spirit within itself; its learning, its 

ethics and its morality wcro all inferior. 'J'hc result was a 

sheer moral loss to Roman European civilisation in general, a 
lowering of the whole social system and corrnption of state 

through ecclesiastical domineering. 'l1hc dark ages were upon 

Europe. 

The cultnro nf Greece and the manhood of Rome were gone. 
Geneseric the Vandal swept the degradation from the streets of 
Christian Carthage with the swords of his soldiers. The light 
flickered slightly for a time when Theodoric the barbarian Goth 

held rule in Italy, and then stagnation, debauchery and prosti

tution, until the Clnll'ch had no higher duty than debating how 

many men ~t woman could receive without losing her virginity; 
one casuist put the number at 23,000. 

Christianity was in its tidal flood. Saxons, Poles and 

Scandinavians were converted by fire and sword and baptised in 
droves. Britons, Pranks and Span1:n·ds at the behest of their 
rulers were baptised in such numbers, th,1t, the rite became a 

farce. Europe seething with rival rulers each striving to win 

the sympathy and support of: Rome was converted wholesale 
and as conversion spread, wh:.i.t had once been the Roman empire 
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hastcnccl down the slope to the I>it of filth, ignorance and 
dcgmdation. 

The light came. In Arabia a voice was heard crying in the 
wilderness ; the voico was heard, and in the fulness of time the 

Ara,b issncd from his home amid the driftmg sand and swept 

like a whirlwind over the nations, clearing in his career the 

1\.ugcau sta,blcs of Zoroas~rism in Persia and of Christianity in 
byri(\, Palestine, Egypt, Northern Africa and Spain. From the 
archives of the Orient the manuscripts of the scientists and 
philo::;ophers of llollas were unearthed and read and studied and 
commented upon. The bmp of learning kindled at the Asian 

shrines wn.s canied through Egypt and Africa into Spain. The 

cul tnre of Greece was restored and a.cl vanced upon. From 

Cordova and Seville a.nd Granada and the schools of Sicily, 
borne by the Muslim and the Jew it spread its beneficent rays 

over the darkest of Europe and here and there amid the dark-
11c1.,s au eye rocogoiscd its beauty and a voice proclaimed its 
truth. 

Europe awoke from the uight and the darkness, and the 
cu!Lure and science of t;he pagr.m Greek and the now science and 
philosophy and literature and poetry of the 1,1:uslim came in 
with the dawn and the day and the Renascence burst upon 

Christendom and the power of Catholicism wa.s broken for ever 
• 

H ::;trugglcd no doubt; and tho struggle was a fierce and deadly 

one, a.s that of a wild beast in its death agony. The Albigenses 

were overwhelmed in a torrent of fire and steel, and the black

robed blood hounds of the Inquisition ·stalked through the land, 

aull on their trail th;; ushes of their victims cried for vengeance; 

a.ml vengeance camr:: 1;low but sure, for the power passed from 

11.orne for over, until to-da,y only ,t few million ignorant peasants 
pay tribnto to t.( St. Peter's Apostolic chair.'' The struggle 
still continues but it is feeble now ; there is still a sound of the 
conflict amid the Courts and Governments of Europe, the blasj 
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was heard a few months ago in Portugal, and it will be heard 

again elsewhere. Day by day ecclesiasticism retreats before the 

forces of progress, the day-dawn brightens and the night-star 

wanes, Truth will yet emerge triumphant. 

Protestantism was therefore, as we have seen, the result of 
European contact with the learning of the Muslim at least in its 
principal features. Europe absorbed the science, literature, 

philosophy and ideas current in the Islamic schools and with that 
knowledge the emancipation began and the civilization of the 
prcscntJ becamo possible, progress having been steady ever 
since, even in the face of clerical opposition. But tha new 
Christianity as it was then did not become M11slim ; it took over 

the science and the philosophy, and its education and its ethic 

softened some of the grosser features of the Catholicism it broke 
away from, but itstill retained part of the Mithraic l'itual and 
re-stated various myths of the sun-god cult, turning for example 
the intelligible doctrine of transubstantiation into the un
intelligible doctrine of consubstantiation. 

There was another movement in the system which also 
played a part in the energizing of the body politic, although ib 

also was stimulated by Muslim contact and might otherwise 

have been crushed out in its infancy had ill not been for the 
support of Islamic influences. I refer to the Manichean doc-

trines current in the system. In the early centuries there 
were two branches of Gnostics. One branch attached the name 

of Christos and a salvation by grace to a general theosophy; the 

other represented Jesus as a superior human being. The Gnos
tics gave to Christianity its first literary habits resulting in the 
multiplication of documents, they were the first to introduce a 

touch of letters and art into the cult. Their spirit shaped the 
fourth Gospel and gave Christianity the only philosophic ele

men ta it evor possessed. 
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The Gospel mentioned is redolent with the Manichean 
doctrine "Jesus hangs on every tree,'' taken from the cult of 
Dionysius, God of the vine in particular but of all vegetation 
besides. The use of amulet'3 and the worship of angels which 
began to flourish among Catholics in the fourth century is also 
a reflex of their teachings. They had a president representing 

Christi ; twelve masters representing the apostles and seventy

two bishops representing the seventy-two apostles of the third 

Gospel or the seventy-two travelling collectors of the Jewish 

patriarchate. 

Manicheanism was strong in Northern Africa and its 
followers aided the Vandals during their conquests only to be 
persecuted by them afterwards. Revised in western Armenia 
their doctrines were propagated during the eighth and ninth 
centuries by the sect of the Paulicians; 1,ubjected to severe per
secutions a colony was planted by the Greek Emperor in 

Bulgaria, from which point they silently propagated their 

teachings over Western Christendom. In France and Germany 
we hear of colonies under the names of Picards, Catharista, 
etc. In the first half of the eleventh century there was a com

munity ab Orleans and another in the castle of Montforte near 
Asti in Lombardy where they were attacked by the orthodox and 

burned alive. Many were hanged in Goslar in Germany 
m 1052. 

Their activity and presence must have greatly furthered the 
decimation of Muslim learning and hastened the crusade against 
the Albigenses who had adopted many of their doct1·ines. The 

whole culminated in the founding of the Inquisition by the 
Church in an attempt to drive heresy so-called oub of 
Christendom. 

Although Protestantism owes its very existence to Islamic 
civilization and although the best elements of its earlier pro
paganda were due to Muslim contacb and the adoption of 
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enlightened teachings current in the fala,mic schools, few of its 

devotees a.re willing to give to the Faith of the Muslim the 
credit that is its cL1e or even in the least part to acknowledge 
any indebtedness. For even though it borrowed its progressive 
and energetic spirit from the eastern civilization it still retained 
many reactionary and degrading features of the older Catholicism. 

At the pre1mnt t,ime many of its t::pholdcrs seem anxious to con
vert tho :Muslim to thoir own phase of Christfo,nity; to me 

their n1ethod of doing so is not only unscientific but it re-acts 
and tells principn,lly againsb thch1;:dvcs and lihoir creed. With 

that method I now propose to deal, employing in my argument 

only the same methods as they employ, bnt employing them as 

arrainst Christianitv, so a'3 to show the hollowness and hypocrisy 
C, .J 

of tl.teir arguments and that th;:isc sa,me arguments used against 
their own creed completely undermine it. 

During the past few years Missionary Conferences have been 
held annually and papers have been read dealmg with the con-

dition of the peoples amid whom their propaganda is being 

carried on. '11he idea. is to show that the condition of the people 

is due to their religion, that tho condition fo socially on a low 

scale and that their conven,ion or acceptance of Protestnutism 
would make them civilized and mot'ally perfoct. 

So far as tho Muhammadan world is concerned, the papers 
no matter what part of that world they refer to are in general 
couched in the same strain and contain the same assertions. I 
do not say the same falsehoods neither do I say the same truths 
because so far as I am aL present cor~cerued, it does not matter 
whether the statements ,1rc true or faise. A criticism of the 
main points of 01.1e would Le a criticism of the main points 

of all, so closely do they follow lines of similar tendency. 

Now the important quc&tion to be dealt with is, if the same 

assertion can be made against Christianity and be substantia• 
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tcd with even more force, what then ? Should Christianity be 
thrown overboard and Islam accepted ? A cursory glance at 
the va.rious pa,pers will show that the principal indictments 

brought ag::i,inst the :Muhammadan world socially are, 

Polygamy, lm1norality and Divorce. 

~rho Rev. H. H. Jossup, D.D., speaks of'' the evils of poly-

gamy ...... facility of divorce." The Rev. A. Watson, D.D., 
speaks of divorce and says '' the cause may be anything,'' what
ever anyLhin~ may mean, I suppose it is only u. missionary's way 

of making things clear. Other writers follow in the same strain, 
there is 110 need Lo rnnlt,iply or lengthen quotations. ':l.1he 

writers arc Protestants, and if their arguments or rather state

ments arc to be of value they must mean that divorce and 

immorality arc more p1·cvn.lcnt among Mulrnmmadan<:1 than 

nmong Protestants, they must a.lso mean more than that, namely 
tlrnt t,hc religiou within whoso body politic divorce is rarest is 011• 

their O'.rn 1:,howing the best religion, for divorce is posited as an 
ovil, also that this is the case with Protestantism. Now what 

arc the facts so far as divorce is concerned ? Is it even rare 

amo:cg Protestants ? Is it extensive in Islam ? 

All the writors insist on i~s prevalence in the Muslim 

world, but not a. single one brings forward any evidence to prove 

that; it is so ; nnd uo attempt; is made to compare it with even 

one Protestant country. \'Vhy ? I leave them to answer the 

question. 

Every reader of the newspapers will be aware of the vast 

nnmbcr of divorce cases broughb before the courts every year 

in this conntry. In. 1907 in Englrrnd alone 601 decrees nisi 
wore gr::rntod io Prnti~s!:.ant;:; and 7 to Roman Catholics ; and 

in mos, 695 were granted to Protestants and 9 to Roman 
Catholics. Amongst the Protestants of America. the yearly total 
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is enormous. Father Bernard Vaughan in an interview with the 
Central News correspondent put the number down ab 70,000 
divorces yearly. 

The Ohio Divorce League bas published statistics showing 
that over 2,000 divorces are granted annually in that state. 

'' The divorce evil seems to be a much greater one than 
the mosb inveterate enemies of polygamy could ever .. 
make that appear. The latest census enumerate 
114,677 divorced women in the United States, and 
it is admitted that the list was not nearly complete, 
as many of the divorcees described themselves as 
sing\e''-Daily Paper·. 

''68,499 homes were brokenup in the United States in 
1903 by divorces,"-A. M. Musser in ''Race Suicide.'' 

Can the missionary critics of Islam point to anything in the 
Muhammadan world to equal the above ? If these are nob 
enough to covince them that Islam gains by the contrast, I shall 
be pleased at anytime to supply more evidence, a thing they 
have never done. 

We have to remember though thab this does not deal with 

Christianity as a whole, of which Protestantism is only a part. 
When we turn to Roman Catholicism, we find that Church 
setting its face against divorce on any issue; this of course does 
not dispose nor oppose the fact that the Popes have time and 
again granted divorces to suit their political policy or thab the 
members living in a Protestant country can obtain divorce under 
that country's laws. Yet, if the quality of a religion is to be 
judged by the rarity of divorce amongst its members, Catholicism 

can give Protestantism points and win easily. 

Jessup, Watson, Miller, Zwemer and company ought, there
fore, according to the value of their own statements, join the 
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Roman Catholic Church. As I will show later this difficulty to 
obtain divorce in Roman Catholic countries leads to other 
acknowledged evils. 

At present in Britain the laws relating to divorce have been 
found to be a failure and an injustice to the greater part of the 
community, and a Royal Commission is at present collecting 
evidence obtaining expert opinion and considering the whole 
question so as to report and make suggestions for the revision 
and betterment of the laws. What about the infallibility and 
omnipotence of the Bible here ? As year after year passes the 

Jaws of England relating to divorce and marriage draw nearer 
and nearer to the laws of Islam on the same issues, The law 
as it stands at present is unjust to the poorer classes treating 
them with more severity and unjust to the woman, treating her 

as the property and leaving her practically at the mercy of the 
male. 

Before the Royal Commission Dr. May Thorne said:-

,, That i£ divorce was necessary, it should be able to be 
obtained equally by both sexes and by rich n.nd poor. 

The causes of misconduct ought to be invested. If' 
Polygamy was necessary to man, then the present 
marriage system was insufficient for his needs. Ii 
Polygamy was not necessary, then misconduct could 
not be too strongly condemned.'' 

The final sentence in the above extract is unnecessary because 
if misconduct occurs, condemning it will not better matters ; 
the fact of its occurring proves that in that case polygamy was 
the only remedy. Miss Helen Webb says:-

,, The continuance of any marriage which was physically 
and morally injurious to the offspring was a menace 
to society and ca11ed for greater facility for divorce 
iu all classes.'' 
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Dr. Ethel Bentham gave interesting evidence ; her views 

may be summed up as follows :-that reasonable facilities for 

divorce should be placed within the reach of all classes: that the 
same grounds should entitle husband and wife to divorce: that 

prolonged and malicious desertion should be a ground for divorce 

measures should be taken to prevent the continuance of marital 

relations with a person suffering from recurring insanity : that 

marriage should be a civil contract. 

One thing is evident, that is, that the laws of Protestant 
countries including Britain have broken down all along the line 
and we have reached the boundary mark where drastic measures 
are necessary, we are at the rubicon where Islam and Christianity 

come in contact, shall the west on this issue join hands with the 
east or meantime only approach nearer still to the laws of Islam. 
The laws of Christendom relating to marriage and divorce are an 
injustice especially to the woman ; based on New Testament 

teaching, with the exception of the Marean passage (Mark x, 12j 
the right of divorce granted to man is implicity denied to 
woman in all the related passages. 

Portugal is now taking steps to revise its divorce laws : the 
new Government propose to make laws on the following bases : 

divorce to be granted on account of adultery: ten years' 

desertion: insanity if pronounced incurable after ton years : 

imprisonment for a long term: by mutual c:mscnt after two 
years' married life if the applicants are over twenty-five years 
of age, divoree in such a case uot to be made absolute until 
~fter one year's trial and on the application of both parties. 

On the face of it of what value are statements made by the 
reverend essayists of the various Missionary Conferences ? 

Immorality. 
Immorality is, I am afraid, rather a vague term and may, 

unless we clear the air as it were, be subject to misconstruction. 

Very few ever take upon themselves the labour of reasoning 
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out rationally what they actually mean by the term. Different 

nations, tribes and races have different customs and some of the 

customs and habits of one will appear immoral to the others. 
Some people seeing this are driven into the position of describing 

tho customs they disagree with as unnatura.l or immoral, fogetting 
that all occurrences in nature are natural, and some other 
standard than our personal likes and dislikes, than our own 

customs and characteristics as opposed to others, must be taken 

as the measuring line of morality. True, taking civilized peoples 

as a whole there arc certain acts which by general consent are 
agreed upon as immoral and to be discouraged. There are also 
points of agreement between civilised and uncivilized peoples. 

But thore are difference8 and even during the historical period, 

the general laws have undergone revision and modification and 
it is those very differences wo must meet in any scientific 
investigation of the subject. 

Scientifically, morality is the measurmg line of conduct, 
of human conduct in relation to the world-order as a whole; 
principally our differences lie in disagreement on certain lines 
of conduct to pursue under given circumstances. When Deza 
and 1.1orquemada burned heretics, when Calvin and Luther 
botrn.ycd and burned Michael Servetus, they thought they were 

acting morally, to me their actions were immoral. The average 

Protestant ,vill without any hesitation condemn Deza and 
Forqucmada, but the same persons will steadily uphold Calvin 
and Luther thinking they are acting rightly, to me they are 

immoral in conduct. When the Roman Cat.holies and Protestants 
of old drowned and burned witches, they thought they were 

obeying the laws of God a.nu saw nothing immoral in so doing, 
but the education of the world now condemns them. 

To me men who are insincere, or who break the law 0£ 
reciprocity or who allow their personal, national, racial or 

religious bias 01· feelings to control or influence their eayinga, 
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actions or writings about others, are immoral even though they 
are missionaries or agents paid for doing that work. 

In the present case, I take it that the word immorality is 
used in the narrow sense of the term; that in which churchmen 
generally use it, in reference to certain forms of sexual inter
course with which they do not agree. Even on this point opinions 

vary as to what actions constitute a breach of ethics. It is also 
evident thab the writers, whose writings we are considering, 
look upon Polygamy as immoral, this point we leave meantime 

thus reducing the investigation to adultery and prostitution. 

I have no desire to dip my pen in filth and paint pictures 
of the social history of Christianity from the time of its inception 
to the present. 'l'he picture would not be a. nice one and would 
represent one of the most degraded periods of human society 
when simple morals were at their lowest ebb, Tables of illegiti
mate births of the modern period, I will not give, they only 
show a very small proportion of the actual "illegal'' intercourse 

between the sexes. The following quotations show the result 

principally brought about by the want of proper faciliiies of 
divorce in Roman Catholic countries:--

1'There are 60,000 illegitimate children born in Christian 
France every year; and there are now about 
4,000,000 of these unfortunates in thab country"
Musser ·in ~Race Suicide.' 

"One-half of the children born in Vienna the capital of 
Christian Austria, are illegitimate''-ibid. 

This is only one aspect of the question, there are many 
others. Dr. May Thorne pointed out to the Royal Commission 
that "the home life of many couples was ruined by the 
husband's early indulgences." The misery thus brought about> 
is no doubt great, but tbo worsb fact is that through lapse 
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of time it lias led to a weakening of the whole moral fibre or 
tone, habitual contact with such cases has led to such ''mis
conduct" on the part 0£ the man being excused or thought little 
aboub, with the result that a lower standard of morals is expected 
from the man than from the woman. Adultery on the part of 
the male is practically condoned and looked upon as an offence 
so trivial that the wife ought to tolerate it. In fact in the 
majority of cases the wife does tolerate it. While the standard 
of morals demanded by one man from another is entirely 

dobascd. 

The Christian church during her centuries of existence has 
done nothing to alleviate the system; women were freer in pagan 
Rome and Egypt. Most of the energies of the church have been 
directed into channels that maintain the system, while she herself 
has always been an instrument in the hands of the man to 
condone his own "immoralities ;" especially where privilege was 
concerned. Now that the power of the Church in such matters 
has dwindled and her anger lost its sting, now thab rationalistic 
effort and procedure is making itself felt on such issues, steps 
are being taken as evidenced by the Commission to find a more 
scientific basis for legislation on the question. In all the great 
cities of Christendom thousands of women live upon the money 
obtained by their dishonour maintained by prostitution and 
every year hundreds of young and innocet girls join the ranks 
of the outcasts. All over the world wherever the European has 
gone he has taken his brothels with him. Pale-faced, dark-eyed 
French girls will be found living on the lust money of the 
''White'' man from the Atlas ,vestern ranges ~o the Nile and in 
the cities of the East and Western continents. Dublin is ab 

present holding meetings and suggesting remedies for the laxity 
of the morals of its own people, the same tale is being told all 
over. Prostitution, openly displayed is only one side, the hidden 
prostitution is oven greater and its results more detrimental 
to the well-being of humanity. 
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Dr, Ramond of Boston says :-•~75 per cent. of his female 
patients seek his professional advice for relief 

from incipient maternity or disorders pertaining 
to unlawful commerce,'' 

Dr. Napheys of Philadelphia says;-''Marriages now-a-days 
are legalized rapes. Abortion is fearfully prevalent, 

Hundreds of persons in every one of the large 

cities are devoted to its perpetration. Those 
who submit to their treatment are generally 
married women, respectable Christian matrons, 

members of church, and walking in the better class 

of society • • . . . Immoralities, indecencies, and 

crimes as ever cursed a nation are of daily and 
hourly occurrence. Adultery, divorce, polyandry, 
promiscuity of the sexes, infanticide, abject and 
disgusting egotism and gross sensualism, have 
passed into our manners." 

''The sin 0£ infanticide, which is one of the most cowardly 
as well as atrocious of crimes against God, the state 
and humanity, is supplemented by its companion 

horror, foeticide. These are distinctively ~ohri8-
tian ' vices. That is to say they abound most 

among 'Christian' peoples. But they are seldom 
referred to by 'Christian' divines.'' 

No such tale of horror and degradation can be called from 

the annals of the Muhammadan world of the present even by 
missionaries. It seems to me that thorn critics of the morals 

of another religion would do well to confine their work to the 
purifying of their own, Take the beam out of thy eye brother 
before looking for the mote in the eye of another. 
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Polygamy and Monogamy. 
No problem is more varied in its forms and diverse 

in its laws than the forms and regulations governing the 
marital relations of the various peoples that make up the sum 
total of humanity; and no problem has received less investi• 
gation considering its importance in the civilized world. 
Scarce1y any two individuals, least of all two nations or races or 
religions, but who differ more or less in their laws, customs and 
opinions regarding the relations o£ the sexes. 

The mature maidens of the Bengeulas of the Congo are led 
about by their parents for hire, until tihey are chosen in marriage. 
Among the Mexican tribes ib is a custom for the poorer girls to 
hire themselves out, so as to obtain a marriage portion; while 
many of the tribes consider it as disgrace to ma.rry a pure 
maiden, because she can not have inspired men with love or 
affection. Yet those same women give an example that the 
more civilized nations of Christendom would do well to follow, 
they remain strictly faithful to their husbands. The Teekurs 
and the Fuegians are promiscuous in their sexual relations. 
Some peoples only take wives for a limited time; the Tahitans 
belong to this class. The Assa.nyeh a.re said to take wives 
only for certain days of the week, while the Sancerota take 
them for a lunar rnvolution. vVith some tribes it is customary 
to lend wives to guests us an act of courtesy. With the 
Adamanese a wife only remains as such until the child is 
weaned. Bushmen and Tuskis, if they conceive a liking for 
another man's wife, go out and fight him for her. Marriage 
of blood relations, such as aunt and nephew, sister and brother, 
etc., takes place among the Kareens of Tenasserine ; the 
Chippewayans and the Kadeaks in Asia and America, while 
the Kings of Cape Gonzales, Ga.loon and the Incas of Peru; the 
Polynesians and the Pharaohs of ancient Egypt do or did marry 
their blood relations, kings, marrying their sisters or eldestJ 
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daughters and queens the eldesb sons. 

In the leading civilized nations of to-day two distinct systems 
arc in vogue. The monogamous, where a man is only allowed 
to marry one woman and can not take another wife during her 
lifetime unless he has received a legal divorce; and the polyga
mous, where a man is allowed to marry one or more women at 
the same time. 'rhe first system is practised in general in those 
nations called Christian and principally among western peoples, 
Europeans or their descendants. 'I1he second or polygamous, 

generally in the east among peoples belonging to the religions of 
Islam and Hinduism, also in Africa and amongst pagan tribes 
and by one sect of Christians called Mormons. The ordinary 

attitude of the people amongst whom monogamy is the rule is to 
look upon all the other systems as immoral and their own as the 
only pure one. Is this attitude correct? I do not think so? Even 
of the leading sociologists in the west who are not Christians 
some seem to take it for granted that monogamy is moral and the 

others immoral; allihough I do not remember ever having seen 
any substantial arguments founded on facts brought forward to 

prove the case, Various eastern writers have written defences 
of polygamy and some western writers have pointed out circums• 
tances under which they maintain it is allowable, and I have no 
desire to tread paths on this occasion that have been trod by 
others before me. 

I take it as a £act that the present polygamous nations are 
more moral sexually than the monogamous. Of this I have no 
doubt, so far as Islam is concerned; of Hinduism I can not speak 
dogmatically as I have never given their social life the same 

study, but there are plenty of Hindus quite competent! to deal 
with the matter themselves. 

What I wish to point out here is, that neither of the systems 
are in themselves immoral, but tb~t both systems may preaen~ 
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examples of immorality in their midst, through the action or 
actions of members of the system. When a polygamous nation 
like the Athoniaus ma.do their wives transferable or subject to 
sale the system became degraded and immoral, and when the 
same thing occurs in a monogamous system, as i1J did in early 
Rome, it has sunk to immorality. It is also as well to remember 
thab Christianity has no primary claim on the monogamous 
system, it did not introduce it, it only adopted it long after it 
became the principal religion of Europe, the first Christians were 
polygamists although like polygamy at the present only the 
ruling classes could afford to carry it out. 

In polygamous countries in general adultery and divorce 
are less than in monogamous, adultery especially so. In Algeria 
sexual immorality was a non-entity until monogamous France 
int-roduced its taverns and brothels and Llie same may be said 
of other nations in the east. Of the corruptness of the whole 
social system of monogamy there can be only one opinion. An 
eminent physician of Ohio says:-

"Not all nor any of the numerous essays and monographs, 
remonstrances and addresses put forth on the 
subject convey anything like an adequate idea of 
the enormous prevalence of child murder often 
practiced, alas! by persons conspic.ious for many 
Christian virtues and veritable church autihorities 
••.•• Infanticide, foeticide, and desertion of 
infants prevails as large, or perhaps more largely 

than ever and yet nothing appears to be done by 

the authorities to check these enormous and 

growing crimes. Dead infants are picked up 
almost every day in out-of-the-way places, yet no 
arrests are made. So far as foeticide is concerned, 
abortionists ply their calling without let or 
hindrance." 
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According to Mr. Dyke, a member of the Divorce Reform 
League, ''6,000 women d.,ie yearly in the United States from 
attempts to destroy unborn children.'' During the past twenty 
years the birth-rate has declined according to the following 

per centagc:-

In Scandinavia 4 per cent. 
,, France 14 ,, ,, 
,, British Empire 15 ,, ,, 
,, England and Wales 17 ,, ,, 

,, Australia 30 ,, ,, 

I have said enough. One thing is certain, Christian Mission
aries like the Rev. J.C. Young, M.D., when writing of Islam in 

Arabia should be careful of rash statements like the following : • ~ 
'~Monogamy would, to a large extent, do away with prostitution, 
and that more unnatural vice so common." Such statements 
are not confirmed by facts; they are sheer nonsense. Lady Cook 
in her works practically affirms that all men are polygamous 
while Dr. Knight says:-

"I give it as my conscientious opinion that the majority 
of the people are polygamists in desire or practice. 
Any one who is not faithful to the marriage vow 
is a polygamist. And guided by this definition, I 
doubt not that of all married people now under 
40 years of age, four out of every five are poly
gamists.'' 

Without committing ourselves in full to those statements 
we may sum in general terms as follows that.-

(1.) Mankind may be divided into two classes: those 
with a tendency or desire for polygamy and those 
with a tendency or desire for monogamy. 
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(2.) Neither of the above classes can be confined to any 

religion or religions but are spread over a.11. 

(3.) '\Vhere monogamy is in force immorality is more 
prevalent and that to alleviate some of its 
evils greater facilities for divorce are in demand. 

(4.) That in a great number of case.:; the leading factors 
and in others minor factors of a system are not 
due to the religion now held by the people, bub 
to customs and traditions of an earlier time and 
creed. 

(5.) That the present religion held has in some cases 

modified the earlier customs and in a few 
completely changed the form. 

(6.) That the monogamous system has failed to dr.ive oub 
or restrain the polygamous desire and has intensi~ 
fied various recognised evils even w hero a fair 
facility for divorce is given as in the case of the 
monogamous United States. 

(7 .) That the immorality is less in polygamous countries 
even where men having more than one wife are 
a small proportion of the population and that 

illegitimate children are rare or unknown. 

(8·.) ':I.1hat illegitimacy is not only greater in the mono
gamous system, but that the hardsllips of the 
illegitimate are more severe and t,hat in the sect 
and nations where divorce is difficult to obtain 
illegitimacy reaches its highesb figures. 

YEHYA-EN-NASR PARKINSON. 
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The Pounder of the Arya 
Samaj. 

The editor of tho A.rya Pat,rilrn speaking of the teachings 
of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him) says: "One ugly feature of the great propheb 
Muhammad's teaching is his insistence on intolerance." We 
have read the Holy Quran from beginning to end many times, 
but we have not come across even a single verse which may be 
said to teach intolerance. On the other hand, we meet with 
many verses which bid the Muslims to be tolerant. As the 
editor of the Arya Patrika does not seem to have studied the 

Holy Quran for himself, at least in an impartial spirit, and brings 
forward this objection only because he has heard it often re
peated by the Christian missionary, we deem it advisable to 
enlighten him on this subject by giving here a few of the many 
verses which command the Muslims to be tolerant. The Holy 
Quran says:-

( a.) 4
' Let there be no compulsion in religion; for the 

right way has been distinguished from the wrong." 
(ii, 257). 

(b.) 4
' Verily, this is a memorial and whoso will, let him 

take unto his Lord a way.'' (l:xxiii, 18 ; lxxvi, 39). 

(c.) "But say, 'this is the truth from your Lord, so let 
him who will believe, and let him who will diB
believe.' " (xviii, 30). 

(d.} '' I am bidden to recite the Quran, and he who is 
guided, he is only guided for himself; and he who errs 
-say, 'I am only of those who warn.'" (xxvii, 94.) 

{e.) "Say7 '_verily, ~od do I serve, being sincere in my 
rehg~on to him, serve then what ye will beside Him.' '' 
(xx:x:1x1 14), 
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(f.) 44 Say, 0 ye people, there has come to you the truth 
from your Lord; and he who is guided, h:is 9uid
ancc is only for his soul; and he who errs, errs 
only against it ; and I am not a gu:i.rdian ove1· 
you." (x, H)S.) 

(:J.) H We know what they say about thee, (0 Prophet), 
and thou art not over them one to comzJ<!,l.'' (l, 44.) 

(h.) "But if they turn aside, We have not sent th~e to 
them as a guardian ; thou hast only thy message 
to preach.'' ( xlii, 4 7.) 

(i.) "0 Believers, take care of your souls. He who crreth 
shall not hurt you, while yo arc rightly directed.'' 
(v, 104.) 

(j.) "The duty of the Prophet is only to preach." (v 99.) 

It is not safe for the Arya Samajists to take every objection 
of the Christian missionaries against Islam as true. The latter 
1:.iproad many erroneous ideas about Islam among their co
religionists in order to prejudice their minds against the Muslim 
faith. No religion has been so cruelly misrepresented as Islam. 

But truth can not be concealed. The world has begun to sec 
tho trnth of Islam in spite of the efforts of the Christian 
misHionary to hide it, and most of the objections have been 
discarded by intelligent people as foolish. The charge that 
the teachings of the Holy Prophet ( may peace and the 

blessings of God be upon him) were characterised by intolerance 
is also one of the untruths ,v.hich the Christian missionary 
has been at pains to spread about our faith. This charge 
has been fully refuted in these pages and the passages alleged 
to inculcate intolerance have been exhaustively discussed. 
Before the editor of the Arya Patrika again takes up his pen to 
jot duwn his views about the so-called intolerance of Islam, he 
will do well to read our answer to these objections, which he 
will find, among other numbers, in the Review of Religiona for 
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February U)09, April 1910, March and April 1911. That the 
Christian missionaries spread false views about Islam is now 
admitted even by the Christians. Mark what Rev. W. H. rr. 
Gairdner of Caire says in a recent issue of the Moslem W01·ld, 
a Christian Review published from London. 

"We earnestly hope'' says Rev. Gairdner, Hthat the Christian 
public of the West will adjust its ideas to reality, and vigorously 
direct its life of effort and prayer towards actualities and not 
legends-even. those unfortunately consecrated by their dissemi
nation through missionaries in ill-informed days.'' 

The editor of the Patrika does not seem to be aware that 
of all the books claiming to be revealed, the Holy Quran is the 
only book which recognised the truth of the founders of all 
the great religions of the world. It does not regard revelation 
as confined to one country, one people or one age. There is 
not a people, says the Holy Quran, but there has appeared 
among them a warner. (xxxv, 22). Again it says: ,~ And We 
have already sent apostles before thee: of some We have told 
thee, and of others We have told thee nothing.'' (xl, 78). 
Hence, according to the teaching of the Holy Quran, we are bound 
to recognise the founders of all the great religions of the world 
as true prophets. All these great personages who are revered 
as divine messengers by large sections of the human raco are als 
recognised as such by the followers of the Holy Quran. Ib is 
for this reason that we honour not only Moses, David, Solomon, 
Jesus and other teachers of the house of Israel as the prophets of 
God, but also Zoroaster, Buddha, Krishna, Ra.ma and Confucius 
as divine messengers. A Jew, for instance, can not embrace 
Islam unless he believes in Jesus, for, according tio Islam, in is as 
essential to believe in Jesus and other prophets of God as in the 
Holy Prophet. Similarly, if a Hindu adopts the Muslim faith,he 
is called upon to believe not only in the Holy Prophet of Arabia 

(may pence and the blessings of God be upon him) but also in 
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all the prophets of the world. He is required to give up the 
narrow idea that revelation was confined to Arya Va,rta and has 
to believe that there was not a people but a warner was sent to 
them. This teaching of the Holy Quran lays the foundation 
of peace and good-will and cuts at the root of intolerance. The 
Holy Quran teaches thab there is truth in all religious systems 
for all were originally revealed. And of all the books claiming 
to be revealed, the Holy Quran is the only book which recog
nises truth in aU the great religions of the world and requires 
its followers to revere the founders of the great religions as 
prophets of God. The editor of the Pat1·ika can not point to 
any other revealed book which gives this teaching and therefore 
of all the books claiming to be revealed, the Holy Quran alone 
can be said to have laid the foundation of peace and toleration. 
For itself, it claims perfection, al'1d freedom from errors which 
have crept into other religious systems through lapse of time. 
The pity is that the book which lays the foundation of peace 
and good-will is charged with intolerance and narrowness. 

:rt is curious that those who are loudest in accusing Islam 
of narrow-minded intolerance are men who have themselves 
displayed bigotry of the worst type. It is needless to speak 
here of the bigotry displayed by the Christians; the editor of the 
Patrika being an Arya Samajist, I will confine myself to the 
example set by the founder of the Arya Samaj and his followers. 
Everybody bewails the intolerant spirit displayed by Pundit 
Daya Nanda and the members of his sect, but the editor of the 
Patrika may declare the testimony of a Muslim, a Sikh, a 
Christian or a follower of any of the different sects of Hinduism 
as exaggerated and untrustworthy, therefore I will content 
myself with the testimony of one who is himself an Arya Samajist, 
but whose good sense bas revolted at the gross abuse indulged 
in by his fellow-Samajists. His indignant condemnation of the 
conduct of his co-religionists, we quoted at length in the Review 
of Religions for Ocbober, 1!)09.1 and therefore we will give here 
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only a few lines from his testimony. In the course of an article 

which he contributed to the Vedic Magazine, he said, "Oar 
name is identified not only by our foes, but also by many of 
our friends with all that is dogmatic, intolerant and arrogant 

. . . • . . Our speakers love nothing more than to satirise the 

beliefs of the followers of other religions in highly objectionable 
and often vulgar language . • . . • A 11 our wit and humour 

consists in holding up other faiths to ridicule. Even our writers 

of whom we should expect better things debase themselves 

by pandering to the low tastes of the massfls. The same defect 
which mars our speeches is present in our literature." 

rrhe editor of the Pat1-ilca may rejoin by saying that Pundit 

Daya ~rand:1, the founder of the Samaj, can not be blamed for 

the conduct of his followers, and that if the Arya Samajists 
indnlgo in the abuse of other religions and their sacred leaders, 

the blame cannot ho laid a.t the door of the Pandit. vVe would 

have gladly accepted this apology, if the Pundit himself bad 
set a noble example in this respect. But when we read the 

Satyaratha Pralcasha of Pundit Daya Nanda, we learn to our 

astonishment that far from speaking respectfully of the sacred 
personages of other religions, he indulges in abusive language 
of the worst type. Mark what Mr. Harrison, District Judge, 
Allahabad, says of the language used by Pundit Daya Nanda with 
reference to the Holy Prophet and Jesus Christ (may peace 

and the blessings of God be upon them both) and the sacred 
personages of other religions. In the course of his judgment 
in a case against Ala Ram the learned judge says:-

''Although he must say, Swami Ala Ram's notices and 
placards were in bad taste, there was noLhing improper about 
them in as much as the writings of the Arya Samajists about 
Hindu religion were not conceived in betber taste and language. 
(2) Tho defence produced a large number of books written and 
published by Swami Daya Nand and men of his school in which 
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there occurred passages attacking the Hindu gods and goddesses, 
the prophet of Islam and the prophet of Ohristianity in language 
not fit to be published or read out in open court, and (3) Mr. 
Satya Chandra Mukerjee said that before he was engaged in this 
case he always used to think well of Swami Daya Nanda and his 
doctrines. He thought that it was the object of the Arya 
Samaj to bring the Hindus to the pure and primitive worship 
of the Vedas, but since he had an opportunity of looking into the 
writings of the Founder of the Arya Samaj and men of his 
school, his opinions had undergone considerable modifications. 
It had been a perfect revelation to him to notice the filthy and 
vile language used by Swami Daya N and and his followers abouu 
persons and things held sacred by large sections of the human 
race and in different parts of the globe, and he, for one would 
never read an Arya Samaj publication in future unless he had 
to do so professionally.'' 

The editor of the Patrika tries to prove the tolerance of 

the Pundit by giving a lengthy quotation from the Pundit's 
Introduction to Chapter XIV of the Satyaratha Pralcasha 
which he says "strikes in the nostrils of bigoted Mullahs." 
Therein the Pundit professes that his criticism of other religions 
"is designed to diminish bigotry, obstinacy, jealousy, malice 
hatred and useless wrangling and not to promote them. These 
words indeed contain a very good idea, bub the question is 
whether bis criticisms of other religions and their sacred leaders 
arc actually calculated to diminish bigotry, malice and hatred or 
whether they are adapted to promote them. If his criticisms 
are really designed to promoto good-feeling and 'eradicate 
bigotry,' all honour to Pundit Daya, Nanda, but if such is not 
the case, and if on the other hand his so-called criticism is an 
unbroken string of foul language, filthy abuse and shameless 
derision, his profession that his object in criticising other 
religions is only to eradicate bigotry and hatred must be eeb 

down as only hypocritical. The sinner who affects to be pious 
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is much worse than the man who makes no attempt to disguise 
his sinfulness under the mask of piety. I give below a. few 
quotations from the so-called criticisms of the 8atyartha 
ParkatJh and leave it for the Patrika to decide whether they 
are ''designed to diminish bigotry, obstinacy, jealousy, malice, 
hatred and useless wrangling,'' or whether they arc calculated 

lo promote them. 

(a.) "The God of the Christians is the very devil of 
devils" (page 483, English translation by Durga 
Prashad). 

(b.) Hlt is evident that Christ preached n. religion to 
entrap people as fishes in a. net to obtain his object.'' 
page 472), 

(c.) "Well, if he (Jesus) had a little share of knowledge, 
why should he have uttered so entirely barbar~:ms 
a gibber.'' (page 476). 

(d.) ''He (Jesus) behaved like a man of barbarous 
lmbits." (page 477) "An ignorant barbarian.'' 
(page 478). 

(c.) "Now think how Sarah conceived aftor his (God's) 
visiting her. Is there any other cause of preg
nancy than Sarah and God ? It appears tha.t 
Sarah conceived by the grace of God.'' (page 
461). What does the Patrika think of this 
passage? Does it become a gentleman to indulge 
in such obscene language, and uhat in a book 
which is meant to be a guidance and light for 
the people of .A.rua V arta? What will be the 
moral effect of such passages on thoeie who read 
them? Can we place such a book in the hands 

of ladies ? And the pity is that this is not 

the only passage the gross obscenity of which 
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sends a shudder through the reader. It seems 
as if indulgence in obscene and disgusting language 
bad a particular attraction for the Swami. Mark 
the indecency of the following passages. 

''What a great doctor is he (God of the Christiana)! 
What were the instruments and medicines to open 
the wombs of women which he employed? 
(page 463). 

'
1Since tho G-od of the Christians was a wrestler of 
the cock-pit, he showed his grace by giving sons 
to Sarah and Rakhel (page 464 ). 

(h.) "Hollo, Christ got a nice wife in beaTen. He musb 
be enjoying conjugal pleasures." (page 490). 

(i.) ''God may fall in love with the women.'' (page 497). 

Is it possible for one to use more impure language than that 
employed by the revered author of the "Light of Truth"? 
What aggravates the odiousness of the Swami's offensive 
language is the fact that it has been used of holy men and holy 
women and even of God. Now I ask the learned editor of the 
Patrilca whether the language employed by Swami Daya Nanda 
is calculated to eradicate bigotry, malice and hatred? 

The foregoing quotations pertained mostly to Christians, 
thongh they are equally adapted to cut the hearts of the 
Muslims; for what is held sacred by the former is also held as 
sacred by the latter. I may add here a few of the Swami's 
sweet words with regard to the God of Islam.-

(a.) "Arrogant." (page 495). 

(b.) HA Procurer.'' (page 505). 

(e.) "A great Devil." (page 508}. 

(d,J "The Satan of Satana'' (page 510). 
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(e.) HHe is not a God bun a jockey." (page 513), 

(f.) ''An idiot." (page 514). 

(g.) ''He has become despised in the eyes of the wise 
and virtuous." (page 514). 

(h.) ''Illiterate sot.'' (page 527). 

(i.) ''Wicked'' (Page 524.) 

(j.) "Hearken to the l1obblc-de hoy's tittle tattle.'' 

(page 527). 

(k.) ''The major domo and factotum of Muhammad's 
house." (page 532). 

Is this language, I once more ask the editor of the Patrilca, 

designed to eradicate bigotry ? Doe'3 it become a gentleman 
to use such language ? I wonder why the Arya Samaj has 
allowed such filthy passages to disgrace so long the pages of a 
book which they call the Light of Truth. The pity is that 
whenever the attention of the Arya Samajists is drawn to the 
scurrilous language indulged in by their leader, they, instead 
of lending a sympathetic ear to such complaints, accuse the 
complainants of bringing false ~ccusations against their master 
whom they call the prince of peace and "the greatest foe of 
bigotry in his age." Thus, to our complaint in a recent issue 
of the Review, that Pundit Daya Naud " abuses Islam and its 

holy founder outright in his Satyartha Prakasha," the Patrika 
give., the curt answer " This is the characteristic of all Muslim 
writers," as if our complaint was utterly unfounded and the 
Pundit was perfectly justified in using the language which he 
employed with reference to Islam. Thus even the enlightened 
editor of the Patrika sees nothing offensive in the language 
employed by the founder of the Arya Samaj and regards 
Daya Nand's a.buse of Islam as appropriate a,pd justified, The 
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offensive passages might be omitted in the English translation, 
but as the followers of the Pundit saw nothing amiss in them, 
they have felt no scruples in 1·endering them into the English 

language. 

Some may think that though Pundit Daya Nanda indulges 
in vile and filthy language, yet his criticism might be deep 
and profound. One who indulges in such coarse language 
can not be an astute critic, yet in order to disillusion those who 
might be disposed to take him for a profound thinker, I will 

give below his full comments on a passage of the Bible. Com
menting on Rev. xix:, 7 (''Lotus rejoice; for the marriage of 
the Lamb is come and his wife hath made herself ready''), 
he says: '' Now listen, marriages are celebrated in the heaven 
of the Christians, For, the marriage of Christ was performed 
there by God. (The Pundit can not see that the passage is not. 
meant to be interpreted literally, (Jilditor Review of Religions). 
It may be asked who his father-in-law, mother-in-law, brother
in-law and other relatives were. How many children were 
born to him? (Note that in what follows the learned 
Pundit again gives way to his natural weakness to indulge in 
coarse and obscene language). The loss of energy decreaseth 
strength, understanding, valour, life and other qualities. There
fore Christ must have left his decayed t>ody there by this 
time. For an object produced from the union of others must 
undergo disunion. (This is a covert attack on the birth of 
Jesus). The Christians are deluded in their belief in him up to 
present; and it is not known how long they will remain in 
delusion.'' (page 489). 

Is the criticism of this type, I ask the editor of the Patrika, 
calculated to diminish bigotry and hatred or is in designed 

to promot~ them. Far from producing any wholesome in
fluence on those whose religion he criticises, his criticisms 
have naturally engendered a highly intoleranb spirit among 
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his own followers. His style was not adapted to better the 
morals of those who wou~d copy it, it has only made them fond 
of using vulgar and offensive language in their disputations, and 
their chief business is to make scurrilous attacks on the sacred 
leaders of other religions. Here is a testimony of an Arya 
Samajist. Mehta Radha Krishna, a distinguished Arya Samajist 
of Lahore, thus accounts for the slow progress of the Samaj in 
his work entitled the Tarikh-i-.Arya Samaj published in 1903. 
''The reason 0£ this is the absence of practical examples in the 
Samnj. For a long time after the foundation of the Arya Samaj, 
the Samajists had been fond only of disputations. For many 
years they did not attend to the purification of their lives'' 

(page 84). 

Let not the reader think that it was only the holy founder 
of Christianity and the Illustrious Prophet of Islam (may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon them) that have been subjected 
to foul abuse by the founder of the Arya Samaj. He has spoken 
most disrespectfully even of other persons revered as holy by 
the followers of other creeds, though the Prophet of Islam and 
Jesus the Christ have had the largest share of vulgar and 
obscene abuse. 

The readers will learn with astonishment that Pundit 
Daya Nanda not only himself set an example of intolerance for 
his followers, but also inculcated hatred of all non-Aryas in 
express words. Hatred of all those who were not believers in 
the Vedas was so firmly implanted in his nature that he could 
not even brook their existence. It is visible not only in his 
attacks on other religions but also in his precepts and his 
teachings. Nay, his very prayers breathe 0£ burning hatred. 
How intensely he hated the Muslims may be gathered 
from his following observation :-''It is a great astonishment 
how such a great calamity (i. e., Islam) destructive of peace 
and grievous to mankind has got up in the world in the 
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shape of a religion with such a god and such a prophet and such 
a book as under review! Had such a religion not been prevalent, 
the world would have been in ease and felicity." (page 518}. 
Such was his scorn for the followers of Islam that he contemp· 
tuously classes them with "slum population'' on page 377 and 
elsewhere and gives them the flattering epithet of 'barbarians' 
on page 534. 'l1hosc who put faith in the truth of the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) are 
described as "mentally purblind'' (page 525). His contempt 
for Christians was not less bitter, as may be seen from a perusal 
of his chapter against Christianity. 

According to hirn, every one who did not believe in the 
teachings of the Vedas was an atheist. Thus he says :-"He 
is an atheist and a slanderer of the Vedas, who disparages their 
teachings as well as the writings of true teachers in conformity 
with the Vedas." (page 56, Translation by Dr. Ohiranjiva). 
According to this teaching, the Christians, the Muslims and the 

followers of other faiths who find fault with the teachings of 
the Vedas are atheists. Nay, even those who depreciate such 
books as the Satyartha Prakash which is believed to give 
teachings in conformity with the Vedas and whose author is 
spoken of as the World-Redeemer are atheists. Thus the 
Christians, the Muslims, the Sikhs, the Sanatan Dharma Hindus 
and others who have ventured to find fault with this Gospel 
of the Arya Sama.j are downright atheists, according to the 
verdict of the Swami. This innocent epithet, however, would 
have done us no harm, if the Pundit had been content only with 
conferring upon us this honorable title. Bub, unfortunately for 
us, he does not stop short there. He proceeds to prescribe 
punishment for these atheists. ''He (the atheist) should be 

excluded from good society, aye, even expelled out of the country. 
What a light punishment for disparaging the Vedas or a book 
like the Satyartha Prakash! The unfortunate atheist is nob 
only to be ostracised but also to be turned oub of the land. 



340 THE RElIEW OF RFL1GIONS, (August 

Indeed tolerance saw its consummation in the teachings of 
Swami Dayananda. Muslims and Christians have written 
against the Vedas. Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism, accord
ing to the Swami, was also a disparager of the Vedas. Jains and 
certain other sects of Hinduism are also guilty of disparaging 
the Vedas. The Satyartha Prakasha, a book in conformity with 
the Vedas, has been criticised by Christians, Sikhs, Muslims 
Deva Dharmists, Sanatan Dharmists and others. Hence all 
these people are atheists and deserve not only to be ostracised 
hub also to be expelled from the country. Such are the teachings 
of him whom the Arya, Patrika describes as ''the greatest foo 

of bigotry in his age.'' It is very fortunate for us that this 
prince of peace was born at a time when India was being ruled 
by a Government under which his peaceful teachings could not 
be carried into practice, and we pray God that this edict of 
mercy may never be put into force. One of the translators of 
the Satyartha Prakasha tries to mitigate the unspeakable 
severity of this law by adding the words 'if necessary' within 
brackets after the words "expelled out of the country/' There 
is, however, nothing in the original corresponding to this quali
fying clause, but if a qualifying clause is to be added at all, it 
should be, 'if possible,' i.e., the disparagers of the Vedas and 
of books like the Satyartha Prakasha should be expelled from 
the country if it is possible for the Arya Sama.jists to do so, 
but if it be beyond their power to expel bhem, they should at 
least exclude them from theit· company as a token of their 
hatred for them. It was well that this teacher did not possess 
the power to carry his edicts into execution, but the hatred 
which he harboured in his heart found expression in his cutting 
criticism of other people's creeds. 
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Higher Criticism and Christian 
Difficulties. 

In a recent issue of the ' Epiphany, ' the high priest o 
Christian jingoism, a writer gives the non-Christian world 
to understand that the Old Testament contains mythical 
element and can not therefore be accredited with the 
credence and credibility of the New Testament which is 
every bit an absolute truth, although doubts have, now and 
then, been expressed as to tenability of the Gospel narra 
tives as well. The writer is honeslJ enough to make mention of 
the doubts that, to his knowledge, have often been entertained 
against the New Testament, but is too sentimental to attach 
to them the importance they deserve. In his reverence for 
the New Testament he (I crave pardon for my plain-spokennesa) 
has, perhaps unwillingly, looked askance the principles that 
govern the ways of historical research and determine the 
comparative value of evidence. The writer of the leaderette 
in the Epiphany seems to hold thab the entire fabric o:f Christian 
faith rests on the New Testament, which he believes to be free 
from error, and docs not therefore suffer in any way from the 
untrustworthy character of the Old Testament. Here again 
the writer has been irreconcilably inconsistent with his logical 
tendency, because we have been wont to hear from our Christian 
friends who, if not better able, are decidedly as able to speak 
on the Christian faith as the writer himself, that the New 
T~stament is nothing but a continuation of the old one or, 
according to the modern school of thought, contains much that 
is confirmatory of the Old Testament statements or is in fulfil
ment of the Old Testament prophecies. Thus if the Old Testa
ment be shorn of all reliability and at once declared to be a 
mas:s of quackery and fatuity, the New Testament will forthwith 
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lose all retrospective effect and divested of all extrinsic support 
will crumble to the ground with even a puff of argument. It is 
not unoften that some one or other of Christian writers 
struts forth with all the airs of a scholar in the columns of any 
one of the Christian periodicals promulgating new theories and 
exploding or explaining away old ones, and thus the tottering 

edifice of Christian faith is kept in constant repairs against the 

wear and tear of rolling years. It is a pity that even in this 

age of enlightenment when a scientific era has fairly set in and 

the dn.wn of tho Radical's Millennium has begun to illumine_ the 
wesb, there are still some conservatives who are for pushing 
forward their rotten and time-worn theory. I may be denounced 

as a fanatic or Muslim bigot, but for all that I can not help 

telling the little truth that the times are too for in advance of 

the Atonement and the Resurrection theories. The rise of science 

according to Froude, has always meant the decline of Chris
tiani•ty. The two are poles apart. Human mind revolts at 

these theories and it is impossible to drive them home even 

with a world of historical evidences. 

However as the writer assures us that the New Testament 

is all in all an incontestable fact and forms the only source and 
fountain-bead whence Christian faith has emanated in all its 
fu lness, I feel inclined to notice it. There are in the article 

three possible points worth consideration from a Muslim point 

of view:-

(1.) The Old Testament contains mythical element. 

(2.) The New Testament with the existence here and 
there of certain doubts is nevertheless an entire 
truth. 

(3.) Christian faith rests on the evidence deducible from 
the New Testament and is none the worse for the 

incredible character of the Old Testament, 
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I am at one with the writer of the article in holding that 
the Old Testament exhibits signs of perversion and is not in 
our hand in its original purity, but I am sorry I am unable to 
agree with him in asserting that the New Tastament is out 
and out a truth. 'l.10 me the New Testament is quite as incredible 
as the old one. If the existence of discrepancies and the presence 

of historical inaccuracies do not detract any thing from the 

credibility of a book, the Gospehi can be in fairness pronounced 
to be a truth. But unfortunately for the Gospels the case is 

quito tho reverse and New Testament can not rise above the 

level of the Old Testament and other scriptures whose incredi
bility is now among settled facts. I shall let the "Encyclopaedia. 
Biblica" speak for me on this subject. Speaking of the Chrono

logical framework of the Gospels, the Encyclopaedia says:
"'The chronological framework must be classed among the 
most untrustworthy elements in the gospels. Not only are the 
data often quite vague-a defect for which we could not blame 
the evangelists if they had no precise information; often also 
it is impossible to have any confidence, when Matt. so frequently 
says 'then,' 'on that day' or the like, or when Mk. says, 
'straightway,' that the event really followed on what immediately 
precedes it in the narrative. "\Vere we to take the evangelists 
literally, an enormous number of events would have to be 
compressed within the limits of certain days (:M:t. 12: 15, 13: 52) 
and thero would be only a very moderate number of days of 
the public ministry of Jesus with regard to which any events 

are recorded at all. Of the six time determinations in Lk, 3-
manifcstly brought together with great care-only the first 
three can be regarded as free from exception." 

After thoroughly demonstra.ting the incredibility o! the 
Gospels, the learned editors of the 'Encyclopaedia Biblica' aay:-

''The foregoing sections may have sometimes eeemed to 
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raise a doubt whether any credible elements were to be found 
in the Gospels at all; aU the more emphatically therefore must 
stress be laid on the existence of passages of the kind indicated 
in Section 131. Reference has already been made to Mark x, 
17 f. ('Why callest thou me good? None is good save God only,') 
as also to Mat. xii, 31 f (that blasphemy against the son of man 

can be forgiven), and to Mark iii, 21 (that his relations held 
him to be beside himself). To these two others may now be 
added, Mark xii, 21 ('of that day and of that hour knoweth 
no one, not oven the angels in heaven, neither the Son but the 
Father;' the words 'neither the Son' are absent from Matt, in 
many MSS, and the whole verso from Luke); and Mark xv, 34, 
Mat. xvii, 46 ('my God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
an utterance which Luke has wholly omitted). These five passages 
along with the four ,Thich will be spoken of in Section 140, 
might be called the foundation pillars for a. truly scientific life 
of Jesus. Should the idea suggest itself that they have been 
sought out with partial intent, as proofs of the human as against 

the divine character of Jesus, the fact at all events can not be 
set asid'J that they exist in the Bible and demar~d our attention. 
In ro~lity, however, they prove not only that in the person of 
Jesus we ha.ve to deal with a completely human being, and that 
the divine is to be sought in him only in. the form in which it 
is c1,pable of being found in a man; they also prove that he 
really did exist, and that the Gospels contain at least some 
absolutely trustworthy facts concerning him. If passages of 
this kind were wholly wanting in them, it would be impossible 
to prove to a sceptic that any historical value whatever was to 
be assigned to the Gospels; he would be in a position to declare 
the picture of Jesus contained in them to be purely a work 0£ 
phantasy, and could remove the person of Jesus from history,
all the more when the meagreness of the historical tesbimony 
regarding him, whether in canonical writings outside of the 
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Gospels, 01· in profane writers such as Josephus, Tacit,1s, 
Suetonius, and Pliny, is considered.'' 

Thus ibis evident that the New Testament can not stand 

criticism, and it is only right to say that the historicity of the 

Now Testament is far more untrustworthy than the Old Testa
ment. The only point in favour of the New Testament is that 
it is more recent than the Old Testament, but this is, after 
all, too feeble a support for the New Testament. 

The New Testament again can not be cut adrift from the Old 
Testament without undermining the reliability of the New 
'fcstamcnt because, to all intents and purposes, the New Testa
ment can not stand independently of the Old Testament. The 
former has to fall back upon the latter for authority. It is 
only on the authority of the Old Testament than the New 

Testament can claim a certain amount of credibility. Apart 
from the Old Testament the new one falls down to the ground. 

I fail to make out whether there is any sense in the state
ment that the Christian faith rests on the evidence of the New 
Testament only and receives no help from the stories of Old 

Testament. The wish of the writer in the Epiphany seems to 
have been father to his thought. He wished to do away 
with the weak points of the Bible and can not do otherwise than 

demand elimination of the untrustwor~hy portion from the 

Bible for the purposes of Christianity. But if the Christian 
faith is what is known to the world after the name of its founder, 
it is a. moot point without the Old Testament and can scarcely 
be expected to be set at rest without the Old Testament. To 
begin with, how are we to accept the promised advent and 1lhe 
foretold personality of Jesus, if tha Old Testament is mixed 
with miths. The claim of J 011us, whatever may it be, can not be 
demonstrated if recourse be not taken to the Old Testament. 
I do nob think whether any Christian will dare deny the fact. 
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I£ the Old Testament is pregnant with matter of doubtful 
accuracy, the more so is the New Testament. The falsification 
of the Old is the downright refutation of the Tew Testament. 

To be clearer, if the prophecy concerning the appearance of 
Messiah as contained in the Old Testament is doubtfn}, it is 
impossible to accept Jesus as such on the strengh of the Old 
Testament prophecy as our Christian friends too often do. 

In short, there ought to be no difficulty in arriving at the 
conclusion that much of the fabric of Christianity hangs on the 

Old Testament and the rejection of the one will mean tho 
rejection of the other. Should it be held that the New Testa
ment is entirely independent of the Old 'l'estament and the 
mythical character of the latter does not in any way affect the 

former, it will be impossible to allow that the Atonement bad 
anything like a backward effect, and the struggling millions 
who had lived and died before the Christian faith took its 
birth were doomed to eternal damnation in the absence of 

any dependable guidance. Such a view is by no means 
sane. Yet we are told to-day by our Christian friend 

that the Old rrestamcnt is only a foreign body in the frame
work of Christianity and can easily be denounced with the 

worst of appellation without detriment to the Christian faith. 
All this sounds very plausible, but facts must be taken as they 
a.re. Jesus is nobody unless, of course, backed up by Old Testa
ment predictions and the New 'l'estament can not be classed 
above th.e level of the apocryphal writings if it is not borne out 
by the prophecies of the Old Testament. But if (Jld Testament 
is at once declared 1lo be mixed with myths, Now Testament 

can not fare betber. 

It is, in short, a dilemma which it is for our friend to solve. 
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A Memorial. 
We give below the text of the Memorial which Ha.zra.t 

Maulvi Noor-ud-Din, the present head of the Ahmadiyya 

sect, intends to submit to His Excellency the Viceroy and 

Governor-General of India. The religious liberty which the 

Muslims enjoy under the British rule is such as they can not 
enjoy even under any Muslim ruler, Yet there is one religious 
duty-and that a very important one-which a section of the 
Muslim subjects of the British Crown do not enjvy the liberty 
to perform. That duty is the attendance at Juma prayers. 
The greatest stress has been laid on the performance of this 
duty in the Holy Quran as well as in the sayings of the Holy 
I'rophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upou him), 
but as the time of the prayer falls within the time fixed for 

Government offices, schools and colleges, the Mussalmans that 
are in the service of the Government as well as Muslim students 

find themselves unable to perform this most> important duty. 
In the early nineties, the Holy l!,ounder of the Ahmadiyya 

movement, the late Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, dre,v up a memorial 
for submission to the Government of India, praying the Govern

ment to grant such of its Muslim subjects as were in Government 

service liberty to offer their J uma prayers in congregation, bub 
before ho could send up the memorial, a Mullah of a. neighbouring 
town offered to take the matter in his own hands. He promised 

to get the memorial signed by millions of Indian Mussalmans. 
The Promised Messiah, therefore, abandoned the matter, but 
alas! the Mullah accomplished nothing. lb is, however, grati
fying to note that the worthy ,successor of the Promised Messiah 
has made up his mind to fulfil the wish of his master. The aus
picious occasion of the Coronation of our august soverign at Dehli 

was a time bost suited for the presenbabion of this memorial. We 
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confidently hope that His Imperial Majesty will be graciously 
pleased to confer this inestimable boon on His Muslim subjects 
in India. That will be a consummation of the favours which 

the Muslim subjects of His Imperial Majesty enjoy under his 
benign rule. The memorial, we believe, will be strongly and 
unanimously supported by the whole Mussalman population of 
India.. 

The memorial contains n. rcferen'Je to a parallel case in 

Egypb. There the day officially recognised as a public holiday 
is Friday, but not only the Europeans are n.llowed to absent 
themselves from their office work on Sunday, but even the 
Copts in Government service are allowed time off to attend 
church on that day. Hence there is every reason to hope that 
the Muslims of India will not be denied a privilege which even 
the Copts enioy in Egypt. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

Your Excellency's humble memorialist begs most 
respectfully to approach Your Excellency, not only on behalf of 
the Ahmadiyya community of which he is the spiritual head and 
which claims numerous adherents in all parts of India, but also 
on behalf of the vast Muhammadan population of India, as the 
object prayed for in this humble petition is the common cause 
of the whole Muhammadan community undivided by any 
sectarian differences. 

2. Of all the numerous benefits and manifold blessings of 
the British rule in India, not the least appreciated by the 
teeming millions of the vast Indian population, is that relating 
to religious liberty, for to the Eastern mind, highly susceptible 
as it is to religious impressions, all benefits occupy only a 
secondary place to a religious favour; and to the Mhuammadan 
in particular, in whose practical life religion is the most 
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importa.nt factor, there is no tie of at~achment stronger than 
that of the religious liberty which he eojoys under the British 
rule. 

3. Since its advent in India, the British Government has 
very wisely refrained from interfering with the religious 
exercises of the diverse communities and sects of India so long 
as they do not clash with o\her interests, and has even afforded 
all kinds of facilities for the exercise 0£ religious duties, so much 
so that no people could enjoy greater freedom in the exercise 
of their religious obligations-while many would surely enjoy 
much less-under the rule of their own co-religionists. 

4. While gratefully acknowledging these precious blessings 
of the British rule, Your Excellency's humble memorialist 
begs most respectfully to poinb out that Muhammadans 
in public service and Muhammadan students attending schools 
and colleges are still being hampered in the free exercise of a 

very important religious obligation, and it is the earnest prayer 
of Your Excellency's humble memorialist and the sixty odd 
millions of the Muhammadan community that on the auspicious 
occasion of the Coronation of India's august ruler of the British 
race in the old capital of its Muhammadan emperors, Your 
Excclle::icy may be pleased to recommend to His Imperial 
Majesty the commemoration of this unique and memorable 
event by the removal of this obstacle in the exercise of an 
essentially important religious obligation of a vast portion of 
His Majest's loyal subjects. 

5. Friday is the Muhammadan Sabbath and has been 
observed as such in all Muhammdan countries ever siuce Islam 
took its rise, and hence it has regularly been observed as a 
holiday by the Muhammadans. The importance of Friday 
among the Muhammadans does not, however, arise from its 
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observance as a day of rest hub from the fact of its being a day 
of prayer, a day set apart for devotion to God. 

6. Of all the religious obligations of a Muhammadan the 

most important is prayer, and of all the prayers, none is so 
essential to be said in congregation as the Juma' or Friday 
prayer. The Holy Quran has laid the greatesb stress on 
attendance at the sermon and prayer on Friday. It commands 
the Muhammadans to quit all their worldly affairs when they 

are summoned to prayer on Friday, to assemble in mosques and 
t;o s:1.y prayers with due observance of all the requirements Of 
the law. The following verse is imperative:-''0 ye who 
believe! when the call to prayer- is made on Friday, then hasten 
to the remembrance of God and leave off all traffic" (62 :9). 
Thus according to the Holy Quran, attendance at the sermon 
and prayer on Friday is obligatory upon every Muhammadan. 
and no excuse whatever except sickness can exempt him from 
this important obligation. 

7. Your Excellency's humble memorialisb, however, begs 
respectfully to submit that the Muhammadans in public service 
and Muhammadan students in Government schools and colleges 

£.nd it impossible to perform this religious obligation under the 
present circumstances for the hours of the Juma' prayers fall 
within the office hours which are generally from 10 A..M. to 4 P,M,, 

the hours of the Juma' prayer being from 12-30 to 2-30 P. M. 

8. That he begs leave further to point out that only in 
very rare cases do the Muhammadan employees in public offices 

got permission to attend the sermon and prayers on Friday, 

and that such employees in the vast majority of cases and ilhe 
Muhammadan students in almost all cases are compelled to 
leave this most important religious obligation unperformed. 

~. ,vith Your Excellency's permission he begs also to 
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submit that in the Friday sermon the Holy Founder of Islam 
really laid the foundation of regular moral instruction for the 
masses in the very midst of their worldly engagements, and this 
moral training would prove of special value in the building up of 
the moral character of the Muhammadan youths for whom in 

the secular education of public schools and colleges it would 
prove an asset of great value and to a very large exent make up 
the deficiency due to the absence of arrangements for moral 
education based on religious sanction in Government schools 
and colleges. 

10. The British Government has already had to solve a 
similar difficulty in Egypt where Muh3.mmadaniem being 

regarded as state religion, Friday is a recognised holiday and 
therefore Sunday is a working day. But as some British officials 

objected to working on Sunday which is the Christian day of 
rest, they were allowed to be absent on Sunday, the deficiency 
being made up by working extra hours on week-days. 

11. But, it is humbly submitted, such a large concession is 
neither needed nor prayed for by His Majesty's Muhammadan 
subjects in India, because the object for which the concession is 
prayed for is essentially different. It is not because Muham .. 
mad::ms want rest on their Sabbath, for state exigencies would 
not allow that, but because they wish to be free in the exercise 

of one of their most importanb religious obligations that Your 
Excellency's humble memorialist begs leave to approach Your 
Excellency with t,his petition. 

12. The boon of religious freedom in the matter prayed 
for by Your Excelleney'a humble memorialist can be conferred 
on the Muhammadans by either closing all public offices and 
schools and colleges for two hours on Friday, i.e., from 12-30 to 
2-30 P.M., or by at least allowing the Muhammadans tio absent 
themselves from their places during those two hours in order to 
attend the sermon and prayers. 
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13. Should Your Excellency's Government consider that 
such permission would affect the interests of the work in public 
the Muhammadan employees may be required to work two hours 
later than the ordinary time of attendance at, or the closing of, 
the office. As regards school and colleges there would be a 
slight lO!~B only in the winter session which would not appreciably 
.affect the education of Muhammadan students. 

J.4. It is therefore humbly prayed that Your Excellency 
lay the Muhammadan subjects of His Majesty under a further 

deep debt of gratitude by granting them full liberty in t;he 
exercise of one of their most important religious obligations and 
make the memorable event of His Majesty the King-Emperor's 

Coronation in India doubly memorable by the grant of an 
important religious concession to the vast Muhammadan popula
tion of India. 

Yonr Excellency's humble memorialist 

has the honor to be 

Your Excellency's most humble servant, 
NUR-UD-DIN, 

Qadian, D-istrict Gurdaspnr. 
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