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THE TEACHINCS OF ISLAM 
Is an English translation of the paper writ.ten by the late 

Mirza Ghnlam Ahmad, the Promised Messiah, for the Great 
Religious Conference held at Lahore in December 1896. lt 
contains t,wo hundred pages of learned disquisitions on the 
following five subjects from a Mnslim's point of view, viz., (1) 
the physical, moral and spiritual conditions of man; (2) the state 
of man in the life after death; (3) the real object of man's 
existence and the means of its at,tainment; ( 4) the tffect of actions 
in the present life and the life to come; and (5) t,he sources of 
Divine knowledge. 

The paper contains an exposition of Islam, such as is not 
met with in any book hitherto publishe,d on Islam in any 
language. Even among t,he books writ,ten by the Promised 
.Messiah, '''Phe Teaching:,;; of Islam'' occupies a nniquA position. 
It is in fact a comprehensive commentary of the Holy Quran, 
throwing on its teachings and doctrines a light such as was 
never shed before. Late Count 'l'olstoy expressed the following 
opinion of one of its parts :-•";l approved very mnch two articles. 
4 flow to get rid of Sin' and •t,he Life to come.' The idea is 
very profound and very true." N ::> Jj}uglish knowing Mussal
man should be without a copy of this valuable book. The 
price of the book is Re. 1-4 or ls. 6rl. net, anrl it can h,• had 
from the Manag-er, "'Reoiew of Religi,1n.g,'' (~a.dian, lrniia., or 
Messrs. Luzac and Co .• 46, Great Russell Street;, Loudon, \V. C. 

TH B M AN AG Ji~ R, 
Revieu: of Rel:igions, (}ndia rl, 

NOTICE. 
The next number of the Ueviete of Religions will be sem 

per,. V.P,P. to those subscriber:-\ whose snbscrip:ions expire 
with:Deceinber lHl 1. Gentlemen not prepared to receive tlH· 
December i:-;sue per V.P.P. are requested to jntimate thP faet 
to the office also stating when they intend to pay their subs· 
criptions so that the office may be spared unnecessary loss 
which it has to hear owing to refnsed V .P.P.S. It must be 
uoted that as a rule the st~bscription to the Review is strictly 
pay a ble in advance, 
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God Save the King! 
December next is to be a memorable month in the annals 

of India. His Most Graciot:s Majesty the King-Emperor graces 
the Indian soil with his royal presence. It is a happy sign 
of the times that the King-Emperor has, in the fitness of things, 
thought proper to hold his Coronation in this country. It ia 
surely a proud occasion for the people of India. A few days more 
andour dearly loved Emperor will· be in our midst with his royal 
consort. As a matter of course, the pulpit and platform will 
be thundering forth platitudes full of loud demonstrations of 

joy and loyalty, but it is very seldom that some active steps 
are taken in this direction. On the occasion of His Majesty 
King :bldward's Coronation, Mirza Gbulam Ahmad of Qadian 
made a proposal for the absolute extinction of J ehad in 
the memory of that auspicious occasion, He appealed to the 

Government for so kindly lending him a help,ng hand by 
ordering the publication of a book: containing an authoritative 
and authenticated refutation of this pernicious doctrine, The 
proposal rnns thus :-

'•Over half a century has passed since the ad vent of the 
British in the Punjab and from this long experience we can 
say that the British Government is an invaluable blessing to 
the people of this country in general and to the Muhammadans 

in particular. Under its peaceful rule the Muhammadans bav<:J 
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made a great advance in learning. Their honour, property 

and lives are safe under its protection, and peace has been 
established in the country in such a manner that we can hardly 
conceive any improvement upon it. But what have over 
theologians done in return for the deep debt of gratitude 
which they owe to this beneficent rule ? In spite of its 
innumerable blessings and favours upon the Muhammadans, 
the Government is so often involved in difficulties on account of 
the savage frontier tribes who profess the religion of Islam, 
and the duty lies upon the :Muhammadan theologians of this 

country to take active measures for uprooting this evil as soon 

as possib!e. The cause of these difficulties is plain enough and 

known to all. The mischief is caused by the frontier Mullas 

who are constantly representing J ehad with unbelievers as the 
first duty of all true Muhammadans and as the key of paradise. 

Nothing but the united efforts of the Ma1.1,lvies and the Mu.ftie,'i 
can bring to naught the evil which has thus been produced by the 

Mullaa, for as the origiuators of the evil are the Muhammadan 

theologians, they must also be its destroyers. Our theologians 

can not assert \7ith any show of reason that they are un?.ble 

to couuteract the evil which has been bronght into existeuce 
by some of their own body. J.Jven if their efforts a.re not 

immediately successful, they are sure at least to lessen the 

e,•il by degrees ancl make it extinct at last. ~l.'he Government 

has, no doubt., power to punish the evil doers and subjugate 
them by force, but such a measure wou 1d involve a heavy Joss 
of life while the desired object can be attaiued by more peaceful 
means. 

"'fhese means consh;t in the publication of a book attested 
with the seals and signatures ,,f the leading Muhammadan 
theologians of the whole of India and containing n clear, full, 
aud detailed exposition of the doctrine of Jeliad. In this 
volume it sbonld be clearly set fortb ljlrn,t the Holy Qure,n anc\ 
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authentic tradiGions declare it to be strictly illegal to carry on 
Jehad with such a Government as this, which really supports 

the cause of Islam by the admirable principles of love of justice 

and truth which it holds, and the numerous measures which 

it has adopted for the welfare of its subjects. It may also be 
shown therein thab in comparison with the rule of the 
Muhammadan monarchs of India, the Muhammadans are far 
more advanced in learning and enjoy a far greater tiecurity 
and liberty under the peaceful laws of the British Government 
which are, as it appears on a deepe1• consideration, clearing 
the way of the obstacles that have hitherto hindered the spread 

and progresf:l of Islam. With these clear and forcible arguments, 

it would not be difficult to convince any sensible person of the 
reasonableness of the views contained in the proposed volume 
and of the illegality of oppo&ition or disobedience to this 
Government. 'l,he book when prepared should be translated 
into the Pushto, Persian, and Arabic languages aod circulated 

vastly in this country as well as among the frontier tribes. For 
the defrayal of the expenses of its publica.tion, l am willing , to 
contribute a sum to the amount of Rs. 10,000." 

rrhcse arc the blessed words in which the loyalest subject 

of His Majesty penned bis most useful proposal, but unfortu
nately the Government, without whose aid he could not bring 
his proposal into effect, could not, for some reasons see their 
Wt~Y to take in ha:1d the undertaking. Perhaps the Governmout 
was a bit too cautious in declining to turn a favourable ear 
to this proposal. '11hey might have looked upon it as a step 
interfering with the freedom and liberty of their Muhammadan 
subjects and an undue imposition on the activities of the Muslim 
theologians. Ii, in refusing to take up the matter the Govern
meut was actuated by thei;e considerations, it is only rigb~ to 

say that the Government was a trifle too prudent in letting 

slip the unique opportunity for the promotion of peace and 
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welfare of the country. The borderland is surely a tinder-box 

which even the merest spark is likely to ignite; the incendiary 
preachings of the doctrine of Jehad and inflammatory writings 
of the Mullas of the old ignorant school serve to keep alive 
the combustion of fanaticism in the emotional hearts of the 
blind zealots. Such a. volume as was proposed by :the founder 
of the Anmadiyya movemenb was the one thing needful for 
bringing the frontier tribes to a, peaceful frame of mind. 

This can not fail to show beyond the least vestige of 
doubt that the mind of the proposer was swayed by truest 
loyalty and most sincere fidelity with most upright probity. He 
died, but succeeded in infusing a spirit of deep-rooted and 

Binoerest loyalty into not less than four lakhs of human beings, 
who consider ib an article of their faith to side with the 

Government through thick and thin, and indignantly look down 

upon anything likely to subvert the peaceful policy of the 
benign government. Let me state one fact, out of many, in 
proof of my statement. Of late there have here and there 
occurred strikes in colleges, but Ahmadee students have 
characterised themselves by their aloofness from everything 
in any way connected with the strikes, and sometimes they had 
to be subjected to most insulting and disgraceful affronts and 
even threats, but they did not swerve even a hair's breadth 
from their respectful and loyal attitude and remained every 
inch true and faithful adherents to their steadfast honesty, 

sincerity of purpose and spirit of loyalty. 

This attitude of the Ahmadees becomes all the more 
binding when they bring to bear upon their loyal mode of 
life, not only the teachings of their leader which are a perfect 
embodiment of true Muslim ways shorn of all fungi of later 
growth taking root in ignorance and blind zeal, but also the 

inevitable injunctions of the Holy Quran which condemns in 
clear words all opposition to Government, and enjoins upon its 
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adherents true and sincere loyalty and faithfulness to those 
who rule over them in peace and justice. It says : 

t'i,.. J,. lJ I 1.) _, I_, J -""'} I I _,.,.~b I _, 6.iJ 11 _,.,e~ I 
•~obey God, and obey the apostle and thuse invested with 

authority among you.'' (iv, 62). A Muslim is bound to show 

implicit obedience to his rulers. The words of the Prophet 

(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) are not 
less forcible in this behalf. He is reported to have said, 

41J J u-4.c ~,; uj l..a.c l.!I"' _, 6.lJ J C. l.6 J ~i; ul.c: l.b J l.!I,. 

~; l..a.c ~,ii; )~,. » , V",.~ I.!),,, , 1...51.c lb , ~,ii; 1 ~,,, » , cb~ I.!/,,, ., 

"Whoever obeys me obeys God, whoever disobeys me disobeys 
God, whoever obeys the ruler, obeys me, and whoever fails to 
obey his ruler fails to obey me'' (Sahih Bukharee). Thus it is 
that God and Ilia Prophet both in clear and unmistakeable 
terms enjoin unquestioning obedience to the rulers. The 
example of the Prophet and his blessed disciples only serves 

to lend a stimulus to the spirit of obedience and loyalty inculca
ted by the teachings of God and His Prophet (may peace and 
the blessings of God be upon him). When there was no 
shelter left in Mecca, a band of apostles was asked by the 
Prophet to migrate to Egypt. ''Yonder," pointing to the 
west, the Prophet of God said, ''lieth a country, where no one 
is wronged :-a land of righteousness; depart thither; and 

remain until it please the Lord to open your way before you." 
This was a Christian country and was much noted for her 
righteousness and love of justice. 

Thus ever since the very inception of Islam there have 
existed very cordial and friendly relations between Christians 
and Muslims, and they have mutually reciprocated loving 
attitude. There have no doubt been occasional undesirable 

episodes to embitter the cordiality, but they have proved too 
meagre to detract much from the happy understanding that 
characterises the mutual dealings of the Christians and Muslims. 
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We the Ahmadees, have special reasons to be thankful to our 

beingn Government. But for the religious liberty allowed by it 
to its subjects, we would never have been able to promulgate our 

cardinal doctrine which at once iuvol ves a wholesale rejection of 

the Chrisbian fundamental principle, the Godhead of Christ, and 
the long-standing belief of the Muslim, the ascension of Christ 

to the second heaven. Neutral attitude of the Government 

combined with perfect freedom of religion is the greatest 

possible boon that can ever be conferred on a subjecn people. 

Thanks to the even-handed justice of the good Government, 
even the opposition of the Christian Missionaries and the 
hostile attitude of other nationalities could do no harm to the 

proga.ganda. It is a truth to say that we owe the benign 

Government a deep debt of gratitude for the most excellent 

favour of religious liberty which we, the Ahmadees, owing 1io 

a certain amount of newness which marks our principles and 

practices-the revival of the long-forgotten things looks a 

novelty-would never have enjoyed elsewhere, not even in 

Muhammadan countries. i.:J l-... lJ 1 » ) -.:.J l-.a. lJ 1 :,, 1 )-="" J• 
''The return for good is nothing but good" (lv). So lays 

down the Holy Writ a golden rule as the guiding star for 

every Muslim under the sun. Our holy leader laid special 

stress on true loyalty and sincere fidelity towards the Gov
ernment, beca11se Muslims, as such, a.re bound to return 

good for good. We, Muslims and particularly Ahmadees, 
receive nothing but good at the hands of the Government, it is 

but fair and human to reciprocate the good. He repaid part 
of the debt, he and his followers owed to the Government, by 
sbriking at the root of the doctrine of Jehad which is the 

fermenting-ground for re-action against a non-Muslim rule. 

He eradicated the id ea, root and branch, by repudiating the 

false expectation of a. bloody Mahdi, an idea long cherished by all 

orthodo~ MusliUls. Renee witb ~ single stroke of mas\erly 
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genius swayed entirely by peaceful and loyal feelings, he swept 
off the nefarious notion of a bloody Mahdi and boldly proclaimed 
on the authority of most reliable and trustworthy credentials, 
the illegality of Jehad not only for the present, but for all times 
to come. He succeeded in winning a following numbering several 
lakhs, deeply indebted to Government and ready to stand by 
the Government with unflinching honesty of purpose, unshrinking 
loyalty and unswerving fidelity. 

With such loyal feelings and loving sentiments reigning 
supreme in our heart of hearts, we can not but feel an irresistable 
impluse of love and a strong upheaval of affection rise in our 
breast with all the force of a tidal wave which must force its 
way out and find an expression. Words are but too feeble a 
vehicle for the expression of the feeling and regard we entertain 
for our soverign on his being in our midst, yet words couplea 
with actions are the only means at our command. Mosb 
sincerely do we on behalf the Muslimri of India in general and 
the Ahmadees in particular take this opportunity to accord our 
most loyal and sincere welcome to His most Gracious Majesty 
King George the Emperor and his Royal Consort and earnestly 
pray that God in His mercy may pour on them His choice,, 
gifts and nicest blessings and favours. Amen! 
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The British Government 
AND 

Jehad. 
(By the Promised Messiah.'1") 

THE true significance 0£ the doctrine of J ehad is euch a 
subtle point and its solution surrounded with so many difficulties 
that its misconception has led to deplorable mistakes in our 
own day as well as in the Middle Ages. It must be ack
nowledged, although with a sense of shame, that the sad 
consequences of this misapprehension have given our enemies 
an opportunity to cast a slur on the pure and beautiful face of 
the holy faith of Islam which is the very image of the law of 
nature and a manifestation of the glory of the Living God. 

It should be borne in mind that the word .> l\'~ tJehad) 
is derived from vf~ (J uhcl) meaning to try hard, and it has 
been applied metaphorically to religious wars. 'J.1he Sanskrit 
word , v~ (Yuddh) meaning war seems to be a corruption of 
the same word. Arabic being the mother ef all languages, 
most foriegn words can be traced to an Arabic origin and there 
is no doubt that the Sanskrit word• ~~ (Yuddh) is ~\'~ (Juhd) 

or ~ l\'~ (Jehad) in a modified form, I.J having taken the place 
of l:: in the altered form of the word. 

Let us now consider what Jehad 1s and what were the 
circumstances which called for this measure in Islam. Every 
body knows that at it!i birth Islam bad to contend ,vith 
peculiarly adverse circumstaoces and all sects and tribes were 
up in arms against the new-born faith. Hatred and ill-will, 

•The original i11 in Urdu and wa1 first published on 22nd May, 1~. Ed. 
R,R, 
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as a rule, springs up in the hearts of all nations against the 

followers of a prophet or reformer who is raised by God for the 
reformation of the world as soon as the converts to his opinion 

form into a righteous, efficient and progressive sect. The Ulamd, 

and the Sajjd,da-nashins (,i.e., the clergy and the monks) in all 
religious systems have special cause for grudge against a 
reformer, for h~ is looked upon as ~n intruder whose presence 

lowers their position in the eyes of the laity and effects a 
diminution in their religious earnings. On finding the new 
claimant to be the source of all intellectual, moral and spiritual 

excellences, the disciples fall away one by one from their old 
masters, and thus the circle of their admirers is narrowed day 
by day. The more prudent and clear-sighted among the 
public soon begin to see that they ill deserve the respect and 
reverence in which they were but lately held on account of their 
learning, piety and righteousness, and that the high-sounding 
titles of Na.jm-ul-Ummat (star of the nation), Shams-ul-Ummaf; 
(sun of the nation), Sbaikh-ul-Mashaikh (the most venerated), 
etc., no more become their names which have lot-'t all inward 
glory. All sensible persons, therefore, turn their backs upQn 
them, for they know it full well that to follow in their footsteps 
any more would result in the loss of faith. rl'his sect of Ulamd, 

being in fact unsound and almost devoid of the light of truth 
has always viewed the apostles of God with a jealous eye, for 
the presence of the latter exposes their superficial learning. 
Their malignity against t,hc righteous is bai:md upon the low 
motives of sati .. fying gross passions and their persecutions and 
outrages against them have their root in the gratification of 
their own desires. They often feel that they have brought down 
the wrath of the Lord U})On themselves by doing mischief to 
His apostle. 'l1he deods perpetrated by them to carry out their 
evil designs tell them of the guilty state of their minds, but 

the violent storm of jealousy fans the fire of their enmity and 
mad dons them to furious rago. 
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These were the causes which not only made the Jews, 
Christians and Idolaters of Arabia turn a deaf ear to the 
preaching of Islam but also ma.de them its bitterest foes. They 

united all their efforts to stamp out every trace of the new 

religion from the face of the ea.rth. The little band of the early 
Muslims met with the cruellest treatment at the hands of their 
opponents whose superiority in numbers, wealth, and position 

puffed them up with vanity, and they expected soon to see an 

end of the new faith. They could not bear the tender heavenly 

plant of Islam taking its root and acquiriug strength before 

their eyes, and did all they could to cut it up root and branch. 
They left no stone unturned to make short work of those pious 

lives and spared no method of persecution. They feared that 
if once Islam gained a footing in their midst, it would ultimately 
bring n1in and disaster upon them and their creeds. This idea 

so terrified them that they gave vent to it in the form of the 

most horrible and cruel deeds. Their inhuman persecutions 

were carried on unintermittingly for a period of no less than 
thirteen years. Many ne,v converts were tortured to death. 

Many righteous person1:1, the flowers of humanity, were ruthlessly 
butchered and cut into pieces by those savage tyrants. Father
less children and helpless women were murdered in cold blood 
in streets. Still the Muslims were commanded to sufter 

pa.t,icntly and forbear retaliation. Calmly they faced these 

hardships and admirably obeyed the commandments of their 
Lord. Streots tlowed with their blood but they uttered not a, 

cry. ':I.1hcy were slaughtered like sheep but they heaYed not a 

Bigh. No~ only were the companions subjected to these shocking 
persecutions hut the Holy Prophet himself was often seriously 
wounded with stones, but constant as the Northern Star and 

steady as time he bore all with an open heart and true love. On 
the other lmnd the patience and forbearance shown by the 
Muslims made their cruel persecutors the more arrogan~ and 
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gave them hopes of soon striking the death-knell of Islam 

Long and painful were their suflerings but God who does nof.l 

like Lhat iujul:itice o.nd tyranny should outstep all limits, 

remembered His chosen people and Ris wrath was kindled 

against the wicked. He informed the persecuted in His holy 
words of the Qura.n tlmt He had soen all their i!!Ufferings and 

w&s moved to compassion for them, that He gave them permis
sion of self-defence and that the powerful Lord would not leave 

the unjust unpunished. This command was termed Jchail and 
it was given in the following words of the Holy Quran :-

u-1~ i.l) 1 i.:J l , J )'°'u; r•; 4 i.:J _,11 t.ii~ i.:.1~ .>-lJ i.:J j 1 

"_.A. J!:~ rib ; t~ ~ \:I~ 1 ,:;- .1i:,. , \:I~· ->-J 1 Jt ~.iiJ rib .1..a; 

(Usina lillazind yuqatdluna biannahurn z11lim,u wa inn-alldhd 
'ala nasr-i-him la-qadir, allazina ukh1.,iju min diyar--i-him 
bigair-i-haqq.) '·Permission is granted unto those against whom 
tho unbelievers have taken up arms (that taey may defend 
themselves), for they have been unjustly persecuted by them 

(i.e., the unbelievers) and have been turned out of their 
habitations injuriously, and God is certainly able to assist them." 

(Alqaran, Chapter XXII). But this permission was granted 

under special circumstances and did not extend over the whole 
future of Islam. It was limited in point of duration al'.!d related 
to t,he days whC'n converts to Islam were butchered more 

mercilessly thnn sheep. But it grieves UI'. to note that after 
the lapse of the time of prophethoo<l. and early caliphate, serious 
mistakes prevailed on account of the misconception of the 
doctrine of Jchad which was originally based on the verse 0£ 
the Qura.n quoted above, and to put innocent creatures of God 
to the edge of the sword wns looked upon a'i! a deed of righteons
neH. 

A wonderful though sad coincidence may be noted here, 
viz., that the Muslims fell into an error respecting their follow

beings 11ud the Christians into one regarding their attitude 
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towards the Creator. The Christian religion made encroachments 

upon the sacred domains of the mighty and powerful God 
whose like is neither in earth nor in heaven by deifying a, 

weak man, and the Muslims did violence to humanity by unjust

ly drawing the sword upon their fellow-beings uud·er the g11ise 
of J ehad. Th us the Muslims took one road of violation and 

the Christians took the othe1·. Unfortunately the majority of 
both nations look upon these infringements as equitable and 
each party regards the way it has chalked out for itself as the 
right road to heaven and all other ways as leading away from 

the goal. Although presumption towards the Creator is the 

worst of sins, yet it does not fall within the scope of our subjeclJ 

and we therefore refrain from making any remarks on the 

dangerous error into which the Christians have fallen. Our 

object here is to warn the Muslims of their breach of duty 
towards their fellow-beings. 

It should be remembered that the doctrine of J ehad as it 

is understood and presented before the public by the Muslims 
is altogether unknown to Islam. The way in which they explain 
it serves only to generate savage qualities in the ignorant 

masses and blot out all noble qualities of humanity. This has 

actually happeoed in our own time at.1d it is beyond the shadow 

of a doubt that in all the 'inhuman murders committed by 
ignorant fanatics, who are totally unaware of the circumstances 

which forced the early Muslims to take up the sword, the real 

fault lies at the door of the Moulvies who privately inculcate 

do1trines resuhing in such bloody deeds. When they are in 

the presence of the authorities they fawn upon them and 
prostrate themselves in salaaming them, but within their own 
circles they persistently preach Jehad as the duty of all Muslims 
and give this country the name of Ddr·ul-harb (or the place of 

war). This belief in the doctrine of Jehad in a sense totally 

opposed to the Quran and Traditions is so deeply rooted in their 
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hearts that they heap all evil names and abhorred epithe-ts upo.n 

any body who refutes this belief, calling him an Anti-Christ 

and declaring him as deserving to be murdered, For these 

very reasons I have been subjected to such Fatwaa for a long 

l,imo. I have been pronounced by some Moulvies as a. Kafir. 
and Dajjal, ,1ud regardless even of the Penal laws of the 
Government they have published a Fatwa that I deserve to be 

murdered and that the taking away of my property and. women 
by unlawful means is a deed of merit. The cause of this savage 
hatred towards me is not far to seek. The fact of my being 

the Promised Messiah and preaching against their doctrine of 

Jehad and blasting all their hopes of plunder and nn~told 
treasures of wealth by falsifying the cuming of any bloody Mahdi 
or Messiah, has kindled the fire of their rage against me. B11tJ 

they should bear in mind that their conception of Jehad is 
simply absurd and its immediate consequence is that it deals p. 

death-blow to all moral and social l:i.ws and lays the a;x:e to the 
root of all kind-heartedness and fe1low-feeling. They ate 
mistaken in supposing that Jchad being allowed in the ea1ly 
days of Islam, cannot be prohibited afterwards. This reasoning 
falls to the ground in two ways. In the first place, OU•r Propheb 

(peace be with him) did not take up the sword except against. 

thosei who took the initiative in the matter and who, regardless of 
all ties of kinship and humanity, murdered holy and innocenb 
men and helpless women and children so barbarously and with such 
tortures that the bare mention of them even now is sufficient to 
melt the hardest heart. In the second place, even supposing that 
Jehad in the sense in which these Moulvies take it was allowed 
in early Islam, the permission cannot be availed of now, for it 
is written that religious wars and Jehad with the sword shall 

come to an end on the appearance of the Pormised Messiah~ 
'rI1e Messiah, we are told, shall no~ take the sword in hand, nor 
shall he have recourse to any other earthly materiala of war. 
Prayer shall be his• on~y implement and resolutiion shall be his 
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sword. He shall lay the foundation of peace so that the wolf and 
the Iamb shall feed together. His time shall be the time of 
pea.co, good-will and fello,v-feeling. Alas! that these people 
cannot understand these simple truths. Thirteen hundred years 
ago, the worde y ;Sl.l 1 r:_~ (Y a.za-u.l•ha,·b) i. c., he will put 
an end to war, were uttered by the Prophet regarding the 
Promised Messic1b. In these words he meant to convey that 
when the Messiah would appear he would put an end to religious 

wars. The Quranic verse l•) I )J 1 Y J:s:J 1 r:,"'" u'la.. (hatta taza.' ul 
1iarb•o-auzar-a-ha) i.e., until war shall have laid down its arms, 
points to the same period and commands the Muslims not to 
indulge any more in religious wars when the Messiah makes 
his appearance. The Quran and the Bukhari which in authority 
is second only to the Quran, both support this view. Moulvie1 
and learned sons of Islam! listen to my words; I tell you truly 
that the days of Jehad are gone. Do not disobey the Holy 
Prophet of God. The Messiah, the Promised one, has come 
and he commands you to refrain from religious wars and 
shedding blood for the sake of religion. If still you do not 
abstain from such blood-thirsty deeds and hold your tongues 
from such preachings, you shall be deemed to have turned 
your backs upon Islam. He who accepts me not only keeps 

back from such preaching but regards it as a damnablu doing 

which is sure to bring down the wrath of God. 

We regret to remark here that as on one hand the ignorant 
Moul vies, ignorant of the real excellence of Islam, drawing a veil 

on the true significance of Jehad, teach the maBSes under this 
name the plunder and murder of innocent human being,, the 
Christian Missionaries, on the other, are to blame for a similar 
misrepresentation. The latter have published thousands of 
pamphlets and handbills in Urdu, Pllshto and other languages 
and circulated them in different parts of India., the Punjab and 
\he Fron~ier, to the etrect that Isla~ waa 1pread by the 1worcl 
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and thab its first principle is murder. The consequence ha.a 
been that the ignorant masses finding t.vo witnesses for Jt1had, 
viz., the Moulvies and the Christian Missionaries, became more 
,Tild in their savage excitement. I think it is of the utmost 
importance that the Government should prohibit the Mission
aries from such dangerous fabrications which result in spreading 
rebellion and lead to a breach of peace in the country. It 
being impossible that the Muslims should give up their faith of 
Islam on account of these misstatements of the Missionaries, 
the evidenb cons':lq uence of it would be that such misrepresenta
tions would bring back to their minds the almost forgotten 

doctrine of Jehad, and rouse them to wild agitation after they 
had fallen into a state of complete passiveness. 

In brief, now that the Promised Messiah has ma.de his 
appearance, it is the duty of every true Muslim to hold back 

from J eh,id. Had I nob come, the error ,voald, to some extent, 
have been pardonable. But now that I have come and the 

promises of old have been fulfilled, those who take up the sword 
under the pretence of the support of religion, have no excuse 
for thefr conduct, and they shall be called to account before 

their Lord. Those who a.re keen-sighted and have an accurate 
knowledge of the Quran and Traditions know full well that the 
Jeliad which the Moulvies teach is far from being the Islamic 
Jehad. These lawless movements, now so prevalent among the 

Muslims, are the result of an outburst of inordinate d-esire or a 
false han.cering after Paradise. 

I have already stated that our Prophet (peace bo with him) 
did not take the initiative in th~ early Islamic wars. He 
suffered persecution at the bands of the unbelievers for a long 
time and showed extraordinary forbearance under these trials. 
His companions also trod in h.ia footsteps and showed auch 
fortitude and patience as they had been commanded to abow 
under the severest pains. They were trampled under fee\ and 
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submitted with calmness. Their children were torn into pieces 
and they were tortured with fire and hot water, but they bore 
with pa,tience and refrained from retaliation as if they were 

innocent children. One would in vain turn the pages of history 
to 'find a. similar instance of forbearance and withdrawal from 
resistance notwinhtsanding power of revengf', and all this in 
obedience to the commandment of the Lord. 11he followers of 
no other prophet can stand a comparison in this respect with 
the companions of onr Prophet. Where shall we seek for a 
people, who in spite of being a body posses<,ing strength, energy, 
the power of retaliation and all the accomplishments of 
soldiership, bore with calmness the exquisite tortures and 
atrocities of a ferocious enemy? It should not be imagined that 

the forbearance shown by our Master and his companions in 
bearing these hardships was due to any weakness or cowardice. 
Nay, at the time of these persecutions the faithful companions 
of the Prophet possessed the same strong hand whose iron grip 

was, after the permission of J ehad, so severely felt by their 
enemies. Not seldom did a thousand of the Muslims put to 
flight a hundred thousand warriors of the enemy. These feats 
of strength sufficient,ly indicn.te that the forbearance shown by 
the Muslims in Mecca was not the result of any langour or want 
of courage, but that in obediencP. to the Lord's mandate they 
offered themselves to be slaughtered like sheep. !fhe tran

quility, the calmness of mind and the self-control shown here is 

unparalleled in the history of any other prophet and the lives of 
his followers. Whenever we are told of the forbearance of any 
of the early sages, the attendant circumstances at once lead us 

to SlJ.Spect that the real cause of the patience was to all 

probability nothing but cowardice and want of means for 
retaliation. But the fact that a body of strong and stout men 
well versed in the arts of war, s'hould be thus tormented, its 
innoconb children mercilessly butchered and its members put to 
the rack and that, with an these excesses on the part of the 
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enemy, it should still refrain from doing any evil in return, is 
without a paralled in the history of the world. The admirable 
quality of manly courage and fortitude shown by our Prophet 
and his companions for the long period of thirteen years in 

which they had to face severe hardships at every step, is 
undoubtedly unique ; and if any one doubts this statement, let 
him produce any similar instance from the history of the past 

great men. 

It is also worth remembering that when persecuted, the 
Prophet did not exercise his own judgment to devise some 

plan of deliverance but repen.tedly advised his companions to 
show forbearance. If ever a proposal was made for resistance it 
was reject,ed on the ground that the Divine command was 
for patience. Thus did they submit themselves_ to every sort 
of violence until permission for self-defence and retaliation 
came from heaven. Ransack the pages of history, dive deep 

into the lives of all eminaut men, and produce if p1)Sjible another 

such instance of forbearance and fortitude from among the 

followers of Moses or the apostles of Jesus. 

In short, the people mnst be extremely short-sighted and 
unfortunate who, with a mvdel of such uusurp:1issed moral 

excellence, self-control and total avoidance from every sort of 

mischief before their eyes, should be led astray to savage deeds 

by ignorant and selfish leaders. The Moulvies (God have 

mercy on them) have duped the ignorant masses into the belief 

that such heinous deeds, so totally opposed to justice, mercy 
and other noble and manly qualities, a.re the key to paradise. 
Can it be justified by any law, human or divine, that we should 
blow out the brains of a person who quite unaware of the attack 

is going on his business and whom we have seen perhaps for the 
first time. If this i:{ piety, the wild beasts of the fot·est are far 

superior to mankind in righteousness. Alas! those saintly and 

seraphic souls are no more beings of this world, who, when they 
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at Mecca received the command of God to forbear all resistance 

though they should be cut down to pbces, became harmless as 

doves, and resigned foemselves to God's will, as if they were 
weaklings or innocent children deprived of all strength. Some 

of them were put to death in vioient ways. 'fhe legs of the victims 

were tied fast to two camelH which were made to run in opposite 
directions and thus the poor creature was torn into pieces in an 
an inst~nt. But the Muslims of our day and the Moulvies 
osi)e1ially have shut their eyes to these painful stories of 
persecution and now they think that the whole world is their 
prey. The Moulvio::; may be likened to a hunter who steals 

along in a forest in 11ursuit of the deer and no sooner he finds 
the animal within reach than he fires at it. 'ro brobherly love 
and kind-heartedness they are quite strangers, and to take 
away the life of an innocent human being is with them true 

Islam (submission to God's will). There are not those among 

them who like the companions 0£ the Prophet can submit 
to injuries and persecutions. Can it be a Divine command that 

we should shoot dead or put to the sword an innocent per'3on 
unknown to us and even un::nvare of our purpose? Can such 
faith have a Divine origin as teaches its adherents the murder 

of faultless human beings quite ignorant of its doctrines and 
excellences and then regards these inhuman deeds as leading 
to paradise? What a shameful and ignominious deed thab we 
should shed the blood of a guiltless being who is neither at 
enmity with us, nor is he known to us and who is perhaps at the 
time buyin~ something for his children at a merchant's, or is 
engaged in some other business of his own ! With one cursed 
stroke we have changed a cheerful scene into a sorrowful one, 
screams of joy into wails of woe, and merry children into 
orphans with tears in their eyes. vVhat vei·se of the Quran or 

tradition of the Prophet incnlcates this horrible doctrine ? ls 
there a Moul vie in the length and breatlth of the count1·y who 

can answer this question ? Fanatics hllve heard the name o £ 
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Jchad and under this pretence they gratify sensual desires or 
led by delusion perpotrate bloody deod'I. 

I have alredy stated at length that Islam did nob take the 
sword in hand in the tim@ of our Prophet in obedience to 
the command of God until many a convert being deprived of 
life by the unbelievers was consigned to the grave and Muslim 

blood was spilt like water. At length the jealousy of God came 
into motion and those who had committed excesses with the 

sword were punished likewise. God is gracious, compassionate and 
forbearing but withal He is jealous for His righteous servants. 
I am at a loss to understand what reason do the Muslims a.ssign 

for the murder of innocent human beings when they themselves 
are not put to death or even persecuted for the sake of religion. 
Why do not their .Moulvies ke(lp them within bonnds and 

restrain them from such ignominious deeds as bring disgrace 
upon Islam? How peaceful and blessed is the rule under 
which we live! Many of those who have seen the days of the 
Sikh rule-more properly the Sikh anarchy-must be still alive 
and they can compare the state of Islam and the Muslims under 
the Sikhs with their present state. In the time of the Sikhi.; a 

necessary ceremony in Islamic worship, viz., the ca,11 to prayers, 

was regarded as a heinous offence, and a,ny one who called a lo11d 

for prayers was snre to fall a victim to Sikh daggers and spears. 

Is it not time to offer thllnks to the A lmi~hty who delivered us 
from the hands of the Sikh tyrants and brought us under the 
shelter of the peaceful British rule ? Casting a glance over the 
oppressions of the Sikhs when Islam was trampled under feet, 
one is convinced that Islam in the P•rnjab was granted a new 
lease of life on the advent of the Rritish. As benefits should 
be rewarded by doing good in return, we should not depreciate 
ihii:; blessing of God which has been granted to us after long 

years of prayers in lieu of the Sikh Government. 

Here I tako the opportunity to addreos my followcra 1n 
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particular who believe in me as the Promised Messiah and 
enjoin upon them that they should always refrain from all 
virulent habits. I have been sent as the Promised Massiah and 

come in the spirit of Jesus Christ, therefore I warn you to avoid 

mischief and to show sympathy to mankind as best as you can. 

Purge your hearts of hostility and malice that you may become 
angels. Impure and abominable is the faith that does not teach 

sympathy for mankind, and foul is the path which is full of 

sensual passion. But you who have answered my call, should 
keep aloof from such paths. Consider for a moment what the 
aim of religion is. Is it the outrage to humanity? Certainly 

not : the object of religion is the attainment of a life of purity to 
be led in God alone. That obj'ect has never been attained nor 
can it be attained by any one unless godly qualities predominate 
in him. Show mercy to God's creatures that mercy may be 
shown to you. Attend to my words for I show you a 

path which if you walk in, your light shall eclipse all other 
lights. That is the Lord's path and to walk in it you must 
give up base animosities and envy, be a true well-wisher 
of mankind, forsake all carnal passions and desires and make 
your connection with God as pure as possible. Thus 

being purified of all earthly drosses, yon shall sho,v signs to the 

world, your prayers sha,H be accepted and angels shall descend 

from the heavens for your help. But you can not reach the goal 

in a day ; press onwards and you are sure to attain it. Look 
at the washerrnao, he foments the dirty clothes in the oven until 
the heat of the fire separates the filth from the clothes. Then 
he rises early in the morning and reaches the river side. He 
wets the clothes in water, then strikes them on the board and 
gives them blow after blow until the dross which had become 
a part and parcel of the clothes, begins to be severed from theIP, 

partly owing to the heat of t,he fire and partly to the blows of the 
w::1;sherman, and clothes are as clean as when newly ma.de. The 

purity of tho soul upon which salvation depends must be attain-
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ed in the same way. Thus the Holy Quran says: l.s' j 1:/,. fiJ ll~ 

qad aflaha man zakf~d,hd,) i.e., ''He is happy who bath purged 

his soul of all uncleanliness." Listen to me for I bave come 
to deliver to you the command of God that Jehad with the sword 

is now at an end but the real Jehad yet remains and much must 
still be done for the purification of the soul. I do not speak 
these words myself but such is the Will of God. Consider the 

words y J,s,.J J ~ spoken of the Promised .Messiah in the 
Sahih Bakhari, i.e., the Messiah shall put an end to religious 

war. I, therefore, give the word that those who follow me should 
withhold themselves from such deeds. Let them cleanse their 
hearts of all moral defilement and advance in fellow-feeling and 
sympathy for the oppressed. 

They should exerb themselves to spread peace over the 
earth, for thus would they propagate their faith. In what 
manner shall this glorious reformation be brought about is no 
matter of wonder. As Almighty God has caused the elements 
and other things of this world to render a service to the physical 
necessities of humanity through the agency of modern scientific 
inventions and without the instrumentality of the known sources, 
and as He has made the train run faster than the horse, so shall 
He now employ the angels of heaven for the spiritual necessities 
of mankind to the exclusion of all human intervention. 
Magnificent heavenly signs shall appear and the brilliancy of the 
light that shall shine upon the earth, shall brighten many a dull 
eye. Then shall the men of this world come to know that they 
had fallen into hopeless errors by setting up with God men and 
other things. Wait patiently, for God is more jealous of Hia 
un5.ty than you, and pray day and night that you may not be 
counted among those who disobey God's commanda. Listen to 
me, O seekers after truth ! these are the days which had been 
promised of old and the hour is not far when you will see every 
word fulfilled. As you have seen the lantern of a light-hom1e 
which casts its light far and wide and the flash of lightning 
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which appears on one sic!,e of the sky and in the twinkling of an 

eye reaches the other, even so shall it happen in these days. 
The powerful Lord of heavens, to fulfil His word given of old 
that the mission of the Messiah would spread in the world with the 
swiftness of lightning and would illumine distant corners like the 
powerful light of a light-house, has brought in existence various 
materials on earth. Railways, teleg-raph, steamers, post offices 

and so many other convenient mediums of communication and 
travel a.re means to the same end. All these things have been 

created in this age that the prophetic words might be fulfilled 
that the Mcssiah's invitation would illumine the corners of the 
world with the rapidity of lightning. rrhe same reality underlies 

the Minaret of the Messiah spoken of in the traditions of our Holy 
Prophet, viz., that the light to which the Messiah shall invite 
and the word which he shall speak to the people, shall resemble 

the light kindled and the words uttered on the top of a high 
minaret which reach distant places in an instant. Thus it had 

been prophesied that the mission of the Messiah shall fly on the 

wings of the wind and therefore all the easy mediums of com

munication and travel, telegraph, post-offices, railways, steamers, 
etc., are a sign of the Messiah's arrival foretold by many eminent 
prophets. The Quran also refers to it and says u:..-,1.bc J ~.,J J ) ~ 1., 
(wa iz-alishdr u'ttilat) ''when the camels shall be neglected,'' 
i.e., The P11omised Messiah,• shall come and offer Islam to the 
whole world when the use of camels shaH be dispensed with. 

In other words, some such new mode of carriage shall come into 
existence that camels shall no longer be needed for this purpose. 
The holy tradition contains similar words and referring to this 

• I have cxprcasly stated in various places that the Promised McsBised is not 
the lllraclite prophet, Jesuli Christ, but one who was to come iu his spirit anll after 
hill manner, In the Old Te1tame11t our Prophet bas been spokon of a.a the like of 
:M:011ea and it was therefore necessary that like the Messiah that came for the 

revival of Mosca' religion, a Me&siah should have appeared for the revival of 
Jil111lim faith; 
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period says ; t•~L.c u"-~. lH V" llsi.J J J Jil i.e., the camels shall be 
neglected and so they shall no more be employed to ride on. 
This was the sign by which the time of the Messiah was to be 
distinguished from the times of other prophets. Offer thanks to 
God that on heaven preparations are being made for spreading 

light and the earth is shining with the blessings it has yielded .. 

Conveniences which your fathers had never witne3sed, have been 
brought to your doors. The world is transformed and a. new 
}caf has been turned over in its history. Fruits out of season 
may be had at any time of the yen.r. Six months' journey may 
be performed in a few days. New3 from placeo thousands 

of miles distant can be had in hours. Machines are ready for 
facility in every sort of business. One may travel by railway 

a.s conveniently as if sitting at ease in an orchard. lidos not a 

thorough change swept over the face of the earth ? And since a 
marvellous revolution has taken place 011 the earth's surface, 
Almighty God has willed that the heavens (i. e., spiritual 
phenomena) should also undergo a miraculous transformation. 
Both these extraordinary changes are signs of the Meesfah's time 

and reference to them is contained in one of my revelations 

published in my work " The Barahin-i-Ahmadiyya '' twenty 
years since. 'fhe revelation is in the following words :-

l.,.twii; Uu J t:.U ff uc J )) ) _, o J _,.,._J l i:J J inn-assamawdti 
wal-arz·a ldnatcl 1•atqan f afataqnahumcl. It means that 
the heavens and the earth were solid masses and their merits 
were concealed from man's eye ; we unfastened both these 
packages in the Messiah's time and brought to light their best 
virtues•. 

•Noone can deny that the solid mass of earth has been cloven asunder in 
such a manner that numerous discoveries in science and in the properties of 
uatural objects and countless inventions of machines aud engines have come into 
existence. Why should theu the solid masf' of heavens remain impenetrable f 
Regarding this the anciimt prophets had prophesied that even women and children 
would receive the inspiration of God and that that would be the Heniah'a fime. 
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lt should also be noted that as I have stated above in 
e-:ctenso, the practice now so current among the Muslims by 
which homicide is committed under the mask of· Jehad, simply 

on the ground of a difference in faith is not the Islamic J ehad. 
On the other hand, it is diametrically opposed to the command 
of the Lord and His Apostle and is a violation of the law. Yet 
notwithstanding its plain contradiction to the Islamic principles 
it is so inveterate that to attempt to eradicate it is to swim' 
against the stream. One may easily guess that the followers 

of this opinion would breathe revenge against any one who migh5 
undertake the suppression of the evil and he stands the pro
bable chance of falling the first victim to their fanatic rage. 
One method, however, seems to me to be more effective than 
any other. His Highness the Amir of Cabul• who exercises over 
the Afghan tribes an influence unparalleled in the history of his 
p1•edecessors, should convene a meeting of the learned Mullas 

of his country to discuss the doctrine of J ehad and through 
them warn the ignorant masses of the errors into which they 
have fallen. His Highness should also get pamphlets written 
in Pushto by the Moulvies of this country and ho,ve them 
circulated on the frontier. These steps shall no doubt be con

ducive to great good and the savage excitement produced by 

the preachings of the ignorant Mullas shall gradually lessen. 
Indeed what greater misfortune can befall the subjects of the 
Amir if His Highness is not inclined to bring •c:1,bout such an 
important reformation. rhe result of the omission shall be 
that the government which shuts its eyes to such dangerous 
fatwas of the Mullas and does not take any action against 
them, shall ultimately find itself plunged into a sea of troubles. 
For, it should be borne in mind that our Mullas and Maulviea 
decla.re,a person or sect as Kafir on very minute and secondary 
points of difference in matters of faith, and all their fatwaa of 
,fehad, &c., have the same force against the supposed kafira as 
against the real unbelievers. rrl1e Amir is not, therefore, quite 

•of course, the reference here i■ to the late Ameer Abdur Rahman, but the 
course suggested here may be adopted with equal advantage by tbe preaeni 
Ameer, llld. R. B, 
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out of the meshes of the snares of Mullas hub like others he 
is exposed to the danger of being declared a lcafir on the 
slightest disagreement ,vith their doctrines and of having the 

fatwa of Jehad enforced against him as against the non-Muslims. 

There is no doubt, then, that people who have the sole right of 
declaring any body a believer or unbeliever and of writing the 
fatwa of Jehad against him, are fraught with danger to the 
peace of the society and His Highness the Amir cannot keep 
hie head above water. These are the people who are the source 
of rebellion under every government. The masses are mere 
puppets in their hands whom they lead by the nose and 
may incite to rebellion in an instant. It would be conferring 
a boon on humanity if' the masses are freed from their control 
and the real significance of the docrine of Jehad is explained to 
them with mildness. Islam does not teach the Muslims to lead 
lives of robbers and dacoits and gratify their base desire under 
the pretence of Jehad. Moreover as Jehad in Islam is unlawful 
except under the orders of a ruler and this fact is known to 
every body, it is feared that people who do not go deep into the 
matters may accuse the Amir of being at the bottom of all the 
murders committed under the pretence of J ehad. It is, there
fore, incumbent upon His Highness the Amir to use his utmost 
endeavour to put a stop to such fatwas of Jehad. The measure 

would not only make it as clear as the sun at noonday that the 
Amir had no hand, direct or indirect, in those fatwaa or 

murders, but for this virtuous deed he would also be entitled 
to a reward from Heaven; for, it must be admitted that of our 
duties towards mankind none is more commendable than 
liberating the innocent and oppressed from the cruel attacks of 

the oppressor{\. Moreover, as the perpetrators of such deeds 
and the so-called ghaziB are mostly Afghans who live in con
siderable numbers in the Amir's territories, His Highness has 
got a most fitting opportunity of leaving behind him in the 
annals of his reign a glorious deed that shall hand down hie 
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name to po8terity. If the Amir takes pains to eradicate from 
among the Afghans these savage habits which reflect disgrace 

upon Islam, it will be for his own good. If not, the time of the 

Promised Messiah has come, and Almighty God will bring into 
existence such circumst;ances that peace, justice and good-will 

shall reign in earth in place of the oppression and injustice of 
which it was hitherto full. Blessed are the rulers and monarchs. 

who share in bringing about this glorious reformation. 

In the end, I beg particularly to invite the attention of the 
Government t,o certain measures. I know that our Government 

is wise and far-sighted, but at the same time I regard it as 

my bounden duty to bring into its notice any measure which, 
in my opiniou is adapted to promote the welfare of the Govern

ment and the public. So far as I can think it is a plain matter 
of fact and beyond all dispute th·:1.t the savage habits met with in 
the frontier Afghaus and the murder of innocent human beings 
which we hear of every now and then, are due to two causes as 
I have already stated. 

Firstly, the Maul·vies by whom it is regarded as a doctrine 

of their faith that the murder of non-Muslims, especially of 
Christians, r➔ntitles the murderer to glorious reward and opens 
the door to those immortal blessings which cannot be atiained 
by prayers, pilgrimage, alms or other deeds of virtue. Such 
sermons are preached secretly day and night by the Maulviea 
to the mobs who are not much above savages. 11he result is 
that the last remuants of mercy in them are consumed and like 
the wile. beasts of the forest they destroy human life in such 
terrible ways that make one tremble all over. Although such 
lifaulvies are met with in large numbers on the ~.,rontier and 
withi'J the Afghan territories, yet to my knowledge, the Punjab 
and India am nut quite free from tho pestilence. If the 
Government ha::; arrived at the conclusion that the Maulvica of 
ludia. arc uot given to such ideas, the re1mlt undoubtedly 
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requires to be revised. For, a large majority of the Maulvie8 

regard it as an essential point of their belief in the faith of Islam 

that the Mahdi shall appear to cause general slaughter among 

the heathen and especially the Christians. This is regarded by 

them as the greatest J ehad and it is vain to expect that they 
should reform their ideas ahont Jchad in the wrong sense so 

long as they expect the appearance o[ a reformer who without 

preaching his own faith shall commit a wholesale murder of 
mankind. For, why should not an act be meritorious if com

mitted by individuals when the same is 1·egarded as the most 

glorious and noble deed of the great reformer, the Promised 

Mahdi. So long, therefore, as these M auZ.Vies do not renounce 

their own belief in the appearance of a bloody Mahdi, they 
C1'nnot preach against the doctrine of Jehad. True it is that 

many fanatic Miillas who sit and preach in mosques to the 
ignorant masses still cling to these base ideas. Had such opinions 
been based on the holy Word of God they would to some extent 
have been justifiable, £or one may be excused in strict md.tters 

of faith. But the fact is that as, on the one hand, the holders 

of these opinions are wanting in gratit,ude and guilty of secret 
hatred towards this Government, they are, on the other, dis
obedient to the commands of Go,l; for, as I have stat,ed above 
at full length, the Holy Quran condemns the action of those who 
shed guiltless blood, and he who holds any doctrine agaimt the 

tenets of the Quran turns his back upon Islam. 

(2.) No less than the lliaulvies are the Christian mission

aries to be bla.med for the bloody deeds committed under the 
guise of ghaziism, They laid undue stress on the point that 
Jehad is obligatory in Islam and that the mnrder of the f:>llowers 
of other creeds is for t,he Muslims a meritorious deed. They 
reminded the frontier tribes of the doctrine of Jehacl who were 

perhaps to a great extent un1:1.ware of it before. In support of 
this view I may state that so long as the missionaries did not 

circulate their malicious writings aud pamphlets among these 
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people, fanatic murders were very little heard of. On th~. other 
hand when the Sikh rule came to an end and the Br1t1sh set 
foot 'on the soil, the pleasure of the Muslim public knew no 
bounds and the ]1rontier tribes shared in these rejoiojngs. About; 
the same time Revd. Pfender wrote his Mizan-ul-Haq in 1849 
and circulated it throughout India, the Punjab and the Frontier 
tlistricts. In this ill-advised work he not only spoke of Islam 
and the Prophet in the most abusive and contemptuous terms 
but also gave out to the world that in Islam the murder of 

non-Muslims was not only lawful but meritorious. The mis
statement excited the frontier savages, who were quite ignorant 
of their own faith, to action and made them certain that the 
murder of unbelievers was really a deed of m.erit in Islam. I 
have considered the matter carefully and think it beyond all 
question that the frantic murders on the frontier and the head
strong enmity of that people are due to the writings in which 
the Christian missionaries outstepped all limits in the harshness 
of their language and the frequent mention of Jehad. The wide 
circulation of the Mizan-ul-Haq had a poisonous effect which at 
last compelled the Government to enact The Fanatic Act 
No. XXIII of 1867 to put a stop to ghazi-ism, The law was 
passed for six frontier tribes and it was expected that the rigour 
of the law shall strfae an awe into the hearts of lihe people and 
thus fanatic murders shall come to an end. But unfortunately 
for the Government and the country, the harsh and contumelious 

writings of Revd. lmad-ud-Din and others of his stamp 
published soon after dealt a serious blow to the peace of the 
society, and similar writings given to the public from time to 
time by other Christian missionaries sowed the seed of enmity 
in hearts that bad hitherto lived on terms of love and sympathy. 
Thus did they become a stumbling-block in the way of the 
Government measures. Here the Government adopted another 
wise and admirable policy, i. e., it did not put any restraint 

upon the Muslims in refuting bhe Christian attacks. Harsh 
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words were thus to some extent used by Muslim refuters and 
bore witness to the non-interfering policy of the Government. 
In this way excitement which was sure to cause disturbance 
was suppressed by the even-handed justice dealt by the Govern
ment to both parties. 

Thus, on the one hand, we acknowledge with great regret 
that the Mullas of Islam, following a wrong principle, taught 
the ignorant frontier people to imbrue their hands in the blood 
of their benefactors, the respectable officers of the Government, 

and cause embarrassment to it. Bub, on the other hand, we are 
equally sorry for the conduct of the European Mullas-1 mean 
the Christian missionaries-who with their uncalled for harsh 
and inaccurate writings excited the ignorant masses, and by 
frequently calling their attention to the doctrine of J ehad by 
way of objection at last made them firm in the belief that in 

Islam Jehad was the shortest road to paradise. Had their 
objections been based on good wishes, they ought to have 
compared the religious wars of our Prophet with those of Moses 
and JoRhua and held their tongues on being convinced of the 
injustice of objecting to Islamic Jehad. Even supposing that 
the Maulviea first kindled the fire of this agitation, justice 
compels us to remark that the Christian missionaries have, with 
their scurrilous writings which have frequently given the 

Muslims occasion of complaint to executive authority, largely 
contributed to fan that fire into a flame, 

For the solution of these difficulties, the best plan, so far 
as I see, is that adopted by the Turkish Government, That 
plan may at present be resorted to on trial only for several 
years. Acting upon it the followers of different creeds should 
be strictly forbidden to speak of any other religion, directly or 
indirectly, in writings or in speeches. Every one should, how
evei:, be at liberty to set forth the beauties of his own faith. 
In this way new seed of hostility shall not be sown and old 



TllE RETii:W or B:tLtGIO:N8. (November 

enmities shall sink into oblivion and thus the way shall be 
prepared for peace and fellow-feeling. When the savage popu
lation of the Frontier comes to know of the mutual sympathy and 
kind-heartedness between divided nations, they shall also come 

under their influence and sympathise with the Christians as a 

Muslim does with his Muslim brother. Another effective plan 
by which the evil can be remedied is as follows. The Maulvies of 
the Punjab and India if they are really opposed to the doctrine 
of Jehad, should write pamphlets oo that subject and get them 

translated into Pushto and circulated amongst the Frontier 
tribes. Such writings shall undoubtedly have a very wholesome 

effect. But there is one very important condition, viz., in 
practically adopting this plan, the work should be done with a 
sincere and zealous heart and not with hypocrisy. And peace 
be upon those who follow the right path. 

QADU.N; I 
?-

22nd May 1900. ) 

MIRZA GHULAM AHMAD, 

The Promised Messiah. 
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Is the Holy Quran the Word 
of Man? 

We have more than once come across the objection that 

the verses of the Holy Quran gained in force with the growing 
po,ver of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him), and this alleged development in tihe style of 
the Holy Quran is referred to as an evidence of its being not 
the Word of God, but that of man. The Holy Propheb (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him), it is asserted, was 
weak and helpless at Mecca, but after his flight to Medina he 
rose to power and glory, and hence his revelations at the latter 
city are characterised by grea.,ter force and vigour than 
at the former, particularly those that relate to the unbelievers. 
If it be true that the verses published in the "arly Meccan 
period are couched in a language expressive of weakness and 
submissiveness, and only the )ater Medina Surahs contain forcible 
and th1·eatening language, b will indeed follow that the Holy 
Quran is the word, not of the powerful Creator of Heavens and 
Earth, hub of the Holy Prophet himself. But when we peruse 
the Meccan Surahs in order to test the correctness of the 
objection stated above, we find that it has not an atom of 
foundation. We find no trace of fear or timorousness in the 
Surahs of the Meccan period. Idolatry is denounced in the 
most forcible language. The heathen deities and their 
worshippe1·s are represented as the fuel of the hell-fire. The 
false god9 of ~he Quraish are spoken of as utterly 
powerless and unable to do the slightest harm to the 
6:oly Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
hun). Most tel'rible punishment both m this world and 
hereafter are said to be in store for the ruthless persecutors of 
Islam. When we compare the Medina Suraha with the 
Mecoan ones, we hardly notice any development iu the vigour 
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and power of the style of the Holy Quran. The only difference 
that we notice in the Surahs of these two periods is that the 

latter Surahs describe the fulfilment of the threats that 
were published in the earlier chapters. The Meccan 
revelations predict severe punishment for the enemies of the 
Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him), while the Surahs published at Medina show how 
that punishment fell on those that were threatened with 
it. If one carefully and impartially weighs the language 
of the early chapters of the Holy Quran, he is convinced that 
the language used therein can not be the language of a mortal. 
It is clearly the language of one who has as perfect knowledge 
of the unseen as of the seen and wbo has power to humiliate the 
proud and bhe haughty. I give below a few quotations from 
some of the Suraha of the Meccan period so that the reader 
may see for himself how powerful and startling is the language 
in which the early Meccan revelations are expressed.-

Chapter VI, 5, 6-"And now, after it bath reached them, 
have they treated the truth itself as a lie. But they 
soon shall taste the fruit of that which they have 
mocked at. See they not how many generation:; 
have We destroyed before them ?!' 

Chapter VI, 10, 11-"Apostles before thee have been 
laughed to scorn but that which they laughed to 
scorn encompassed the mockers among them! Say, 
Go through the land, then see whab bath been the 
end of those who treated them as liars." 

Chapter VI, 39-"They who have gainsayed our signs 
are deaf, and dumb, in darkness.'' 

Chapter VI, 65-"Say : He bath po\Ver to send on you 
a punishment from above you, or from beneath your 
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feet, or to clothe you with discord, and to make 
some of you to taste the violence of others !'' 

Chapter VI, 112-"Evcn thus have We given an enemy 
to every prophet-Satans among men and Jinn.'' 

Chapter VI, 123-~•Even so have We placed in every city 
its greatest sinners that they may scheme therein: 
but only against themselves do they scheme I and 
they know it not." 

Chnpt.or VI, 124--''Disgrnco with Ood, and a vehement 
punishment shall come on transgressors for their 
plottings." 

Chapter VI, 134--136-'"Verily that which is threatened 
you shall surely come to pass, neither shall ye 
frustrate it. Say, 0 my people! Act as best ye 
can: I verily will act my part, and hereafter shall 
ye know whose will be the victory in the end! 

verily the ungodly shall not prosper.'' 

Chapter VI, 148-''His severity shall not be turned 
aside from the wicked." 

Chapter VII, 1;!.6: ''Yonr Lord will destroy your enemy, 
and will make you his successors in the land." 

Chapters VII, 195, 196-"Say: Call on these joint gods 
of yours; then make your plot against me, a.nd put 

me not off with delay. Verily, my protector is God, 
who hath sent down 'tha Book'; and Re protecteth 

the righteous." 

Chapter X, 14-And of old destroyed We generations 
before you, 0 Meccans, when they had acted 
wickedly, and their apostles had come to them with 

clear tokens of their mission, and they would not 
believe ;-thus punish We the wicked,'' 
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Chapter X, 40, 41-"So those who were before them 
broughb charges of imposture. But see what was 
the end of the unjust.'' 

Chapter X, 51, 52-"Say, How think ye? if God's punish
ment come on you by night or by day, wh!'t 
portion of it will the wicked desire to hasten on? 
When it falleth on you, will ye believe ib then?'' 

Chapter X, 72-''If O my people! My abode with you and 
my reminding you of the signs of God be grievous 
to you, yet in God is my trust, muster therefore 
your designs, and your false gods, and let not your 
design be carried on by you in the dark : then 
come to some decision about me, and delay me not.'' 

Chapter X, 102-"What then can they expect but the 
like of such days of fflrath as befell those who 
flourished before them? Say: Wait; I too will be 
with you among those who wait." 

Chapter XI, 3-''But if you turn away, then verily, 
I fear for you the chastisement of a great day.'' 

Chapter XI, 11-" And if We defer their chastisement 
to some definite time, they will assuredly exclaim, 
'What keepeth it back ?' What! will it not come 
upon them on a. day when it can not be averted 
from them? And that at which they scoffed shall 
inclose them in on every side.'' 

Chapter XI, 58-''Conspire then against me altogether 
and delay me not." 

Chapter XI, 60-"My Lord will put another people in 
your place.'' 
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Chapter XI, 95, 96-"0 my people! Act with what 

power ye can for my destruction. I verily will 
act; and ye shall know on whom shall light a punish
ment that shall disgrace him, and who is the liar, 
Await ye; verily I will await with you.'' 

Chapter XI, 122-'' And say to those who believe not, 
'Act as ye may and can: We truly will act our 
parb : and wait ye; We verily waiLing." 

Chapter XIII, 31, 32 :-'' And misfortune shall not cease 
to light on the unbelievers for what they ha.ve 
done, or to take up its abode hard by their dwellings, 
until the threat of God come to pass. Verily God 
will not fail His plighted word. Before thee indeed 
hu.ve apostles been mocked at-and I bore long with 
the unbelievers; then I chastised thcm;-and how 
severe was my punishment.'' 

Chapter Xlll, 34 :-"Chastisement awaiteth them in this 
present life, and assuredly more grievous shall be 
the chastisement of the next : and none shall screen 

them from God.'' 

Chapter XIV, 16, 17 :-''We will certainly destroy the 
wicked doers, and we shall certainly cause you to 
dwell in the land after them. This, for him who 
dreadeth my judgment seat and who dreadeth my 
menace," 

Chapter XIV, 33-35-"Ha.st thou not beholden those 
who have exchanged the grace of God for infidelity, 
and sink their people into the abode of perdition
Bell-therein shall they be burned; and writched 
the abode! They set up compeers with God in 
order to misler,d from His Way. Say, Enjoy 
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yourselves yet a while, but assuredly, your journey 
hence shall be into the Fire.'' -

Chapter XIV, 43-~'And think thou not thab God is 
regardless of the deeds of the wicked. He only 
respiteth them to the day on which all eyes shall 
stare up with terror.'' 

Chapter XIV, 48-Think not that God will fail His 
promise to His apostles: aye! God is mighty, and 
Vengeance is His." 

Chapter XVII, 84-"And say : Truth is come, and falde• 
hood is vanished. Verily, falsehood is a thing that 
vanisheth. '' 

Chapter XVIII, 57, 58-''The gracious one, full of 
compassion, is thy Lord ! Had He willed to chastise 
them for their demerits, He would doubtless have 
hastened their chastisement. But they have a time 
fixed for the aeeo1nplishment of our menaces : a.nd 
beside God they shall find nu refuge. And those 

cities did We destroy when they became impious; 
and of their coming destruction, We gave them 
warning.'' 

Chapter XXI, 18-"Nay, We will casb the truth over 
falsehood., antl it shall smite it and lo, it vanisheth I 
But woe to you for what you utter.'' 

Chapter XXI, 98-''Verily, ye, and what ye worship 
beside God, shall be fuel for hell; ye shall go down 
iuto it." 

Chapter XXI, 105-"My servants, the righteous, shall 
inherit the earth,'' 
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Chapter XXV, 39-"A grievons chastisement have We 
prepared for the wicked." 

Chapter XXV, 44-'~They shall know, when they see 
the punishment, who ha.th most strayed from the 
path." 

Chapter XXVI, 201-204-''They will not believe it till they 
see the grievous chastisement. And it shall come 
upon them on a sudden when they look not for it: 

and they will say, 'Can we be respited?' Will they 

then seek to hasten on our chastisement?'' 

Chapter XXIX, 53-" And they challenge thee to hasten 
the punishment, but had there not been a season 
fixed for it, that punishment had already come upon 
them. But it shall surely overtake them suddenly 
when they look not for it.'' 

Chapter XXX, 8, 9-" Have they never journeyed 
through the land, and seen what hath been the end 
of those who were before them. Mightier were they 

than these in strength; and they broke up the land, 
and cultivated it more than these cultivated it; and 
their apostles came to them with proofs of their 
llllSSlOil • • • • • • Then evil was the end or the 
evil-doors." 

Chapter XXXIV, 25-29-''Say, Our Lord will bring 
us together-then will He decide between ua in 

justice; for He is the judge, the knowing •.••••• 
And they say, 'When will this threat come to pass? 
Tell UB, if yo be men of liruth.' Say, ye ar 
menaced with a day, which nob for an hour can je 

retard or hasten on," 
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This prophecy was f~llfilled on the day of Badr, when God 
brought together both the Muslims and the idolaters of Mecca 
and then decided between them by giving victory to the 
righteous and destroying the wicked-doers. 

Chapter XL, 54-57-"Verily, in this present life will 
We assuredly succour our apostles and tbo9e who 
have believed, and on the day when the witnesses 
shall stand forth. • • • • • Therefore be thou patient; 
true verily is the promise of God.'' 

Chapter XLI, 12-''But if they turn a.way, then say, I 
warn you of a tempest, like the tempest of Ad end 
Thamood !" 

Chapter XLIV, 9, 10-'~Wait till the day when the 
Heaven shall give out a palpable smoke, which shall 

enshroud the people: this, an afflictive torment." 

This prophecy was fulfilled by a severe famine. When 
the famine-stricken people looked towards heaven, they saw 
mist before their eyes on account of hunger. It was then that 
they re-called the words of the Holy Quran and Abu Sufian 
even wenb to Medina to request the Holy Prophet (may peace 

and the blessings of God be upon him) to P!ay to God for the 
removal of the afflictive torment.'' 

Chapter L, 85-•'But how many generations have We 
destroyed ere the days of these {Meccans), mightier 
than they in strength ! Search ye then the. land
was there any escape?'' 

Chapter LI, 59, 60-~'Therefore, of a truth, to the 
transgressors shall be a. fate like the fate of their 
fellows of old-Let them not then challenge Me to 
hasten it; and woe to the infidels, because of their 

threatened day.'' 
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Chapter LIV, 41-''To the people of Pharaoh also came 
the threatenings; all our mb:acles did they treat as 
impostures; therefore punished We them as He only 

can punish, who is the Mighty, the Strong. Are 
your infidels, 0 MeccanB, better men than these ? 
Is there an exemption for you in the sacred books P 
Will they say, 'We are a host that can defend itself'? 
The host shall be routed, and they shall turn the 
back." 

This prophecy was fulfilled in the battlefield of Badr. 

Chapter LXVII, 17-28-''Are ye sure that He who is 
in heaven will not send against you a stone-charged 
whirlwind? Then shall ye know all that My 
warning meant, And of a surety, those who flourished 
before them treated their prophets as liars and 
how grievous My wrath! Behold they noi the 
birds over their heads, outstretching and drawing 
in their wings? None, save the God of Mercy is 
upholding them. (This is an Arabian mode of 
saying that many of the enemies shall be killed in 
battle so that the birds of air will prey upon their 
dead bodies) .•...••• Who is he that can be as 
an army to you, to succour you, except the Merciful? 
Truly the unbelievers are in the merest delusion 
••..••• But they say, 'When shall this tbrea, 
be put in force, if ye speak the truth?' •••. When 
they shall see it nigh, sad shall wax the countenances 
of the unbelievers: and it shall be said, 'This is 
what ye called for. Say, what think ye? Whether 
God destroy me and those who follow me, or whether 
He have mercy on us, yet who will protecb the u~, 
believers from n woeful torment." 
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Chapter LX VIII, 10-11-"They desire thee to deal 

smoothly with them : then would they deal smoothly 
with thee: But yield not to every man of oaths, des

picable, defamer, going about with slander, hinderer 

of good, transgressor, criminal, harsh,-besides this, 
impure of birth, though a man of riches and with 
sons; who, when our wondrous verses are recited to 
him, saith-'Fables of the ancients,--On the nostrils 
will We brand him.'' ('rhese verses are said to refer 

to a partict1lar unbeliever who was among the leaders 
of the Quraish, and a bitter enemy of Islam). 

Chapter LXVIII, 44-"Leave Me alone, therefore, 
with him who chargeth this revelation with imposture. 

We will lead them by degrees to their destruction 
by ways which they know not; yet will I bear long 
with them, for my plan is sure ...•• , Patiently 
then await the judgment of the Lord." 

Chapter LXX, 1-3-'' An inquirer inquired concerning 
the punishment that shall light on the infidels:
none can hinder God from inflicting it." 

Chapter LXXII, 25-"U ntil they see the vengeance 
with which they are threatened, they will continue 
perverse! but then shall they know who was the 
weakest in a protector and the fewest in number.'' 

Chapter LXXIII, 15-"Verily, We have sent you an 
apostle to bear witness to you, even as We sent an 
apostle to Pharaoh, but Pharaoh rebelled against 
the apostle, and We laid hold on him with a severe 
chastisement. Then how, if ye believe not, will 
ye screen yourselves from the day thab shall turn 
children grey-headed?" 

Chapter LXXIV, 11-29-''Leave Me alone to deal 
with him whom I have created. 
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And on whom I have bestowed vast riches, 
And sons dwelling before him, 
And for whom I have smoothed ail things amoothly;
y et desireth he that I should add more ! 
But no! Verily to our signs he is a foe-
I will lay grievous woes upon him. 
Lo ! he plotted and he planned l 
Then be he cursed ! How he planned ! 
Then looked he around him, 
Then frowned and scowled, 
Then turned his back and swelled with disdain, 
And said, 4'l'his is merely 11. tale of sorcery; 
Verily, it is but the word of man.' 
We will surely cast him into Hell-fire to be burned. 
And what shall teach thee what Hell-fire is? 
It leaveth naught and spareth naught, 
Blackening the skin of man." 
The above passage has special reference to Walid 

b. Moghira, a peri,on of note among the unbelieving Meccans. 
Chapter XCVI, 6-19-''Nay, verily, Man is most 

extravagant in wickedness. 
Because he seeth himself possessed of weatlb. 
Verily, unto the Lord is the return of all. 
What thiok:est thou of Him who forbiddeth 
A servant of God when he pr>1yeth ? 
What thinkest thou, if he hath treated the truth a a lies 

and turned. 
Doth be not know that God seeth? 
Nay, Verily, if he desist not, We will assuredly seize him 

by the forlelock, 
The lying sinful forelock ! 
Then let him summon his associates; 
We too will summon the guards of Hell: 
Nay! obey him not; but adore and draw nigh to God.'' 
The list might be swelled to an enormous extent, b11t I 

believe the verses quoted above will suffice to give the reader 
some idea of the power which characterises the early Meccan 
revelations. Some of these revelations are of a very ancient date, 
and Rodwell, who has made an attempt to arrange the Surabs 
of the Holy Quran in their chronological ordel' places them on 
the first pages of his Translation. Yet they breathe such power 
and might that one would in vain seek in the Surahs revealed 
last for passages surpassing them in force and vigour. Far 
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from being tinged with cowardliness or fearfulness, they are 
characterised by amazing vigour and astonishing boldness. If 
we carefully consider these. verses. we can not resist the conclusion 
that they can not be the words of a. mortal. Surely it was 
beyond the power of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him) to make such bold declarations 
as those embodied in the verses quoted above. But these are 
only a few of an overwhelmingly large number of Meccan 
verses of this class, in fact all the Meccan Surahs, particularly 
those of the early Meccan period, are marked by the same vigour 
which characterises the above verses. We find no development 
in their strength and force with the rising power of their deliverer. 
The verses promulgated at the time of weakness are as powerful 
as those published at the time when he attained to the height of 
his power. I have gone through the Medina Surahs, but I have 
not come across a single verse which may be said to excell 
the Meccan reve1ations in forcibleness and vigour. 'rhus, if we 
judge the origin of the Holy Quran by comparing the 
revelations of the early, with those of the later period, we find. 
that it is not the word of man, but the Word of God. 
Its verses did not increase in force as the Holy Prophet; 
rose from weakness to power; on the other hand, we find that 
that part of the Holy Quran which was revealed at Mecca is as 
powerful as the parts revealed towards the close of the Holy 
Prophet's career (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
hi!31), so much so that their very vigour bespeaks their divine 
origin. 

It has been said that the early Meccan Surahs
abound in expressions which speak of the Holy Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of G.od be upon him) as a Messenger 
of God whose duty was no more than to preach and who was. 
not sent to force men to accept Islam and that such expressions 
disappear in the Medinah Surahs, which, it is alleged, inculcate 
the propagation of religion at the point of sword. No allegation 
can be more unfounded than this. There is not a single verse 
in the whole of the Holy Quran which bids its followers to 
compel men to accept their religion. On the other hand, not 
only the Meccan Surahs, but also the Medina chapters expressly 
state that the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God 
be upon him) was only a Messenger of God whose duty was no 
more than to deliver his message and that he was not raised to 
force bis religion on the people. Let those who deny the 
existence of such verses in Medina Surahs, note the following 
.revelations which bdong to the Medina period:-
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Chapter II, 5-''Verily as to the unbelieYera it is all 
one to them whether thou warn them or whether 
thou warn them not,-they will not believe." 

Chapter II, 24-"Many doth He mislead by sucli 
parables and many guide, but none doth He mislead 
thereby except the wicked.'' 

Chapter Il, 113-"Verily, with the Truth have We 
sent thee, a bearer of good tidings and a warner: and concerning 
the inmates of Hell thou shalt not be questioned.'' 

Chapter 11, 131-133-" If, therefore, they believe the 
like of what ye believe, then have they true guid
ance; but if they turn back, then verily they are 
in a state of separation from. you ; and God will 
suffice to protect thee against them .....•. Say, 
. . .. we have our works and ye have your works." 

Chapter II, 257-" Let there be no compulsion in religion. 
Now is the right way made distinct from error." 

Chapter III, 123-" lf is none of thy concern whether He 
relent towards them in kindness or chastise them; 
for verily they are wrongful-doers.'' 

Chapter IV, 81-83-"We have sent thee to mankind as 
an apostle: and God is thy sufficing witness. Whoso 
obeyth the A post le, in so doing obeyeth God : and 
as to those who turn back from thee, we have not 
sent thee to be their keeper. • • • • . • Therefore, 
separate thyself from them, and put thou thy trust 
in God: ar.d God is a sufficient protector!'' 

Chapter IV, 66-" These are they the secrets of whose 
hearts God knoweth. Therefore, break off from 
them, and warn them, and speak to them words that 
may penetrate their souls." 

Chapter V, 16-"But forgive them and pass over their 
faults: verily God loveth those who act generously." 

Chapter V. 71-''0 Apostle ! proclaim all that hath been 
sent down to thee from thy Lord : for if thou do it 
not, th0u hast not proclaimed his message at all. 
And God will protect thee from evil men: Verily 
God guideth not the unbelievers.'' 

Chapter V, 93-" But if ye turn back, then know that the 
duty of our Apostle is only to deliver a plain 
announcement.'' 

Chapter V, 99-'' The apostle is only bound to preach: and 
God knoweth what ye bring to Jight, and w bat ye 
conceal." 
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Chapter V, 104,-" 0 Believers! take heed to yourselves. 
He who erreth shall not hurt yot1 when ye have the 
guidance, to God shall ye turn, and He will tell you 
of your deeds.'' 

Chapter XXIV, 53,-"Say, obey God and obey the Apostle. 
But if ye turn back, still the burden of his duty is 
011 him only, and the burden of your duty rests on 
you. And if ye obey him, ye shall have guidance: 
but plain preaching is all that devolves upon the 
Apostle.'' 

Chapter XXXIII, 47,-"Let alone their ill-treatment (of 
thee), and put thy trust in God, for God is a 
sufficient guardian." 

Chapter LXIV, 12-•~ Obey God then and obey the Apostle; 
but if ye turn away, yet is our Apostle only charged 
with open preaching." 

Chapter IX, 6,-" If any one of those who join gods with 
God a.c,k an asylum of thee ( during the prevalence 
of war), grant him an asylum, in order tha\ he hear 
the Word of God; then let him reach his place of 
safety. This for that they are people devoid of 
knowledge." 

The readers have now seen that not only the Meccan Sura.ha, 
but the Medinah Surahs as well inculcate perfect religious 
liberty. It has been plainly stated, not once or twice, but on 
several occasions in the Medina ch~pters that plain preaching 
constituted the sole duty of the Holy Prophet (may peace and 
the blessings of God be upon him) and that it formed no part of 
his or his followers' business to force men to enter the Muslim 
faith, If the Muslims were commanded to resort to the sword, 
it ,vas not to propagate the faith, but in self-defence and in 
01 der to restr:.i.in the hands of the oppressors from oppressing 
the Muslim converts. The verses relating to war have been 
fully discussed in these pages in previous articles and. therefore, 
I need not recur to that subject here. But I challenge the 
Christian polemics and other disputants to produce a single 
verse of the Holy Quran enjoining upon the Muslims to spread 
their faith by means of the sword. In support c.f their 
allegation the adversaries of Islam often refer to chapter ix, 
from which I have already quoted a ve1·se which stands last 
in the list given above. For a detailed exposition of that 
portion of t.he said chapter which the opponents of Islam are 
fond of quoting, I refer the reader to a previous article which 
appeared in the Review of Religions for April HHl. 
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