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The Perfect Religion, II. 
(By Prof. M. Ataur Rahman, M. A.) 

The ultimate test of a religious belief, to a practical man, 
is always its results. The ground of his final estimate of a 
religion is ''moral helpfulness.'' After debating the abstruse 
questions of religion, its metaphysical implications, and the 
philosophic propositions which it involves, one is still left free 
to ask the question-what appreciable difference does such and 

such truth make to us in our conduct and action, in our life? 
''By their fruits ye shall know them, not by their roots.'' This 
is certainly the empiricist criterion, but it is also the chief 
criterion for all those who aspire to live a religion rather than 
chop logic and weave an intellectual cobweb all their life. 
While the scholarly mind is busy with hair-splitting arguments 
and subtle metaphysical distinctions, the virtuous mind ennobles 
itsPlf by a ceaseless contemplation of the supreme source of 
all good. vVhile the scholastic philosopher exhausts all his 
ingenuity in ascertaining the metaphysical attributes of God, 
the religious man feels in him the presence of God Himself, and 
makes a heaven of this earth by hourly conversing with the 

Unseen Divine. Mr. Charles Sanders Peirce, an eminent 

philosopher of America, has styled the systematic theologians 
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''the closet-naturalists of the Deity." ''\Vhat is their deduction 
of metaphysical attributes," says he, ''but a shufiling and 
matching of pedantic dictionary-adjectives, alo'.)f :from morals, 
aloof from human needs, something that might be worked out 
from the mere word 'God' by one of those logical machines of 
wood and brass which recent ingenuity has contrived as well as 

by a man of flesh and blood. They have the trail of the serpent 
over them. One feels that in the theologian's hands, they 
are only a set of titles obtained by a mechanical manipulation 
of synonyms; verbality has stepped into the place of vision, 
professionalism into that of Life. Instead of bread we have a 
stone; instead of a fish, a serpent." 

When we read carefully the Islamic scriptures, we find 
that Islam professes to be a vital religion, a religion to live 
and the God to whom Islam directs the world is not a ''meta• 
physical monster'' but a living God, not a dumb silent invention 
of the scholarly mind but a God with a mind and a will, whom 
we can love, and with whom -rve can hope to converse. Every
where in the teachings of the founder of Islamism, may God's 
peace and blessing l)e upon him, we find it pressed closel), 

upon our attention that man will be judged by his actions 
and not by his professions. In the early days of Islam, they 
cared little for the suhtle distinctions of the scholastic mind and 
the ingenious marshalling of arguments, but, simple as they 

were in their life and habits, the one dominating principle Of 
their life was to be good and to do good. Silent practice of 

virtue was the only philosophy with which they were familiar. 
Abstract definitions and theoretical dissertations were of no 
moment to them. These were later accretions; and, very often, 
speculative men found themselves hopelessly enta.ngled in the 
meshes of their own reasoning. 'While going to find a way 
out of a self-created difficulty, they lost themselves in a 
•·wandering maze." And in their writings one perceives more 
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of scholarly pedantry than religious fire. All is hollow 
bombast, sound and fury signifying nothing. We look there 
in vain for some noble principle of action, some edifying truth 
that may enrich the blood of our soul. We are there confronted 
with intellectual dilemmas that only bewilder our inquiring 
mind, and certain scholastic quibbles manipulated with 
characteristic legerdemain. These 'intellect-mongers' fail to 
appease the hunger 0£ our soul. They give us no rule 0£ conduct, 
no recipe of life. They do not help us to live. In utter 
disappointment, then, do we turn to those companions of the 
Prophet who were the first fruits of the vineyard of Islam-a 
glorious set of people, sturdy and bold, but artless and simple, 
who were never trammelled by the so-called Sphinx-questions, 
who knew their mind, and the work that lay before them, "Work! 
Work ! Work ! and leave idle speculations to dreamers''
that was their watchword; and subsequent history proved to 
the world what potentialities had lain hidden in that rugged 
race. 11hese Bedouins of the desert, too, when trained and 
disciplined, could ''work'' and "produce,'' even in the sense of 
the sage of Chelsea. Wherein, then, lay the secret of their 
power?-we may as well ask this question in this enlightened 
twentieth century. They could act, because they belimJed. 
They were not swayed by doubts and misgivings. They knew 
their mission. '£he choice had indeed come to them as it 
comes to us even to-day-the choice between the higher but 
colourless lif"', and the lower that glows with warmth and 
colour. But they had made their choice, once and for all. 
Their minds were set at rest, perhaps £or ever. So they were 
able to work wonders and conquer continents. 

Action, it must be remembered, is the natural consequence 
of Belief. If we mean to Uve religion and not merely philoso
phise, we must believe. 'rrue belief will bear the fruit of action 
as naturally as a living rose-plant brings forth blossoming 

roses. "Thought in movement has for its only conceivable 
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mot.ive the attainment of belief, or thought at rest. Only when 
our thought about a subject has found its rest in belief can our 
action on the Ruhjert firmly and safely begin. Beliefs, in short, 
are rules of action; and the whole function of thinking is but 
one step in the production of active habits'' (Peirce). So long as 
a man wavers between doubt and faith, we can not expect him to 
act firmly and safely. Doubt implies indecision; and indecision 
is more or less inaction. When we read the Holy Quran between 
the lines, we see how bea,utifully the close relation between 
Belief and Action has been brought out. Everywhere in the 
Holy Book we find virtuous Actions (11.s:d t,., J L .. .c l} eternally 

linked with Belief (\!J t ... ~ I .) We read, for instance-

i..r _, ~ _jJ J ~i~ r•J ~j 11 ~s--1..aJ J I _,l ... .c _, J _,ito J ~~ J.J J t.:.J J 

11 _,&:.. l41.c t.:.J _,i~-! }) 4~; ~~ l,)J L;. ll )j 

"Verily, those that have believed and done virtuous deeds shall 

be entertained in the gardens of paradise, wherein they shall 
remain for ever; nor shall they wish for any change." It is 
clear from this verse that true belief is followed1 or accompanied, 
by action. Belie£, in fact, is the soul of action. Let a man 

be good in the true sense of the term, we ordinarily expect 
nothing but good out 0£ him. "\\! ell-being is at once the safe· 
guard and the prophecy of well-doing. "Virtue or excellence 
of character," says Prof. James Seth His approved, as the sure 
guarantee of excellent activity; vice or baseness of character 
is condemned, as the sure prophecy of base activity. xxx. The 
courageous and the honest man is seen to be the man to whom 
a cowardly or a dishonest deed is unnatural and impossible.' 
And the juxtaposition of Belief and Action in so many different 
places in the Holy Quran1 only points to the correspondence 
that must exist between the internal and the external, the 
spiritual and the moral, the being and the doing. The man 
who finds rest in genuine belief turns his lifo into a long course 
of vfrtuous deeds, and is ever prepared to lay down his 
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possessions, his ta1ents, and, if need be, his life, for the service 
of the great cause with which he associates himself. 

Here we come to sacrifice, which is mdeed a v-eritable 
touch stone 0£ belief. Blessed are they who stand this difficult 
test. It is by this that sheep and goats are divided,-the grain is 
sifted from the husk. To him who believes truly the impossible 

becomes possible, and the difficult easy. He undergoes precious 
sacrifices day by day, hour by hour. "To act is so easy, to 
think so difficult," so the great German thinker, Goethe, used 
to say. vVith equal truth one might say, "To embrace a faith 
is so easy, to believe is so difficult." For belie£, true and 

genuine belief, requires of us great sacrifice, which it is not 
for everybody to make. The following verses from the Quran 
beautifully bring out the true significance of Belief. I would 

quote the verses, for it is good for us to pause here and reflect :-

l.J) ll.i.k 1 J _,J :J' ~.CJ_, J .,1"" 'Jj rJ J; k ll,,. I y l;.c lJ 1 w.-1 t,;· 

rfHt J a.J ,- ; _, J.lJ l J ,Jll~b:; \:.J J _, .b l-: )H 1..i \:.J l.o.t lt J J.~ ~!. 

~ jJ I \:.J ,1'° J"'J I t~; l • r~.\':>. J J _,i2.i 4.lJ l \:.J J k tit~ r.(J {,o..C J 1.:.1'° 

r•-ij l _, r•J l )"° t~ I _, ~4, l~ , l ,~ G J~ rJ r' ,d ,-J _, ill l~ 1 ,1 • \ 

\:.J :i i>.aJ l rst. i...J.!J _, I .b 41J J ~.w , .. ,si 
''The Arabs of the desert say, 'we have believed;' say thou 
(to them)-'you have by no means believed, but say, 'we have 
(on1y) become converts to Islam,' for, belief has not entered into 
your hearts; and, if ye obey God and His .Apostle, then He 
will detract nothing from your Actions, Verily God is forgiving 

and compassionate. For sooth, believers are they who believed 

in God and His Apostle, and then entertained no doubts, and 
fought with their pos,:;essions and lives in the way of God; it 
is they who are true and sincere.'' 

It should be remembered, in those hard days when Islam 
had to contend against overwhelming odds, hordes of Arabs 
joined the Prophet, but all of them were not necessarily true 
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believers. There was no want of hypocrites, too, in the camp, 
so many wolves in the sheep-fold; but these were subsequently 
unmasked by the same golden test of Action and Sacrifice; and 
the verse quoted above alludes to these hppocrites. While 
the believers sacrificed their uttermost all for the sake of God, 
these '·wasps in the hive" tell their frieuds-•'Spend nothing 
on those that live with the Prophet of God until they bJcoroe 

scattered (on earth)" --

) ;..a~l~ . ._,1~ 4-lJ J J :,"" J vie 1.:1/#J 1_/~ l ;Z.Af; ll ~ ;J ;.ii~. 1.:1~ jJ J r• 
Evidently they could not stand the ordeal and proved by their 

reluctance to act that they were not true in their professions. So 
it is that the Lord calls the believers 'true' (\:J ;; v,aJ 1 r• ~J.J _,J) 
and the hypocrites 'false' C.:J ;~ j.(J l.:J~iiAl.o.J ) \:J )) 

Let us take anothe1· verse: -

J~~{ J-?- l 1tJ 1 ;siSl.j J _, 1.(;.-o 1 _,1... i d,. 0J t_; 

''Then, for those of you that have believed and have spent there 
is a large measure of reward. 

Again-

[ 6.lJ I J{ j ~s: l i) 1l _, , iJ ., r'J , ),. 1 r.("1:i J , )1.-0 l 1,:/~ jJ , t•~ ~ 
~ _, J-.sd I i'ib 01J; I; 0J J 0 J.,.~ 1,:J'° j 

'·0 ye, Believers, let not your possessions or your children 
divert you from remembrance of the Lord, for, whosoever doth 
this, they are surely losers," 

By a close study of the above verses we arrive at this 
conclusion that belief, true and genuine belief, is a powerful 
incentive to virtuous deeds. It often leads, as I have said 
above, to deeds involving great sacrifice-of dearest interests, 
of the most precious earthly possessions, of life itself. As 

sacrifice is the test of belief, it is also that which increases, 
deeper:..s, and perfects belief; £or, belief, too, like other things, 
is capable of increase and development, ( U l .. ~ J r~ ..> I) ) 
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And as belie£ becomes deeper and stronger, our power of 
endurance, devotion and sacrifice increases. This marks a 
moral and spiritual progress which is to be unceasingly carried 
on in our life on earth. But this journey is by no means easy. 
Broad is the way that leads to hell, while the path of virtue is 
narrow, and full of thorns. At every step we take we meet 
with temptations that call for all the strength of which human 
nat'ure is capable, Many are the snares that the Fiend has set 
in our way, and we have to advance with the cautious timidity 
of a blind man. Truly has the poet sung-

J~l? _, J t::.. o,:J 4..: 1 J 5:j o,:J ); l~ c!. J'<~l-
~ t!..o o,:J t\_j o,:J t.--?- L- J.l'<~ l.:l~sb u'<1~~ i!5 ~ 

(Cautiously take off thy legs, 0 Bulbul, from thy nest; £or, the 
fowler has set snares here, there, and everywhere). We have, 
indeed, to wage a life-long struggle, and to win conquest after 
conquest. One land conquered and possessed ushers us into 
another and a fairer land. That conquered, more lands, hitherto 
unexplored come within sight, and even there, Columbus-like. 
we unfurl our standard. Thus it is that we advance step 
by step, rise from precedent to precedent, until we gain a 
serene spiritual eminence above the "smoke and stir" of this 
earth where we breathe but pure air laden with divine fragrance. 
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An Address to the Educated 
Muhammadans. 

(A continuation of the lecture published in 
our last.) 

0 children of the readers of the Holy Quran, is it not you 
whom the Holy Quran addresses first of all? Have you not 
read in the Holy Quran that it is only through knowledge that 
Man can win the homage of the angels, that the legacy which 
Adam has left £or us is knowledge, and that the chief object 
of our creation is to acquire knowledge? But let me know 
whether you have fulfilled the purpose £or which God brought 
you into existence. Have you made yourselves the vicegerents 
of God upon Earth by acquiring knowledge? It is true, 
however, that you have fulfilled the expectations of the angels 
regarding man, though you have not fulfilled the purpose for 
which God created you. When Adam was made, two different 
things were expected from him. If God made Man so that he 
might win the homage of the angels as His vicegerent on Earth, 
the angels expected that he would cause disturbances and blood 
shed. But we, instead of fulfilling the purpose for which God 
had made man, are doing exactly the things which the angels had 
expected from us. How was it possible that the expectations of 
such beings as the angels should have turned out to be false? Is 
there any disturbance which we do not create or any mischief 
which we do not make? 'What reform is there against which we 
do not raise our stan<lard of opposition. We are daily sinking 
into the depths of degrarlation. vVe have no aversion to a life 
of ignorance. Our morals are corrupt, and our social relations 
are unsatisfactory. Evil and vice are rampant. Our estates are 
brought to the hammer. We are over head and ears in debt, 
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We neither dread poverty nor aspire after greatness. It is 
we that fill the watchhouses and inhabit the dungeons. 
You may say in reply to these charges that they apply to such 
of you as are not adorned with the ornament of knowledge. 
I hope you will excuse me when I say that even the educated 
are at war with one another? Are we not, for our selfish ends, 
stirring up strife in our societies, associations and Anjumans? 
Are we~ not experts in bringing charges against one another? 
If any of us ever take upon himself the task of furthering 
the public good, are we not too prone to attribute selfish 
motives to it? We ourselves shirk public duties and throw 
obstacles in the way of those who undertake such duties, let it 
be supposed, out of selfish motives. When any of us comes to the 
front through the grace of God, and becomes the recipient of 
royal favours, does not the fire of our jealousy blaze into 
a :flame and do we not do our best to heap dirt upon him. Do 
we not often seek official favour at the expense of our friends, 
our community and our religion? No doubt, our intellects are 
sharpened, and we also very often found Anjumans and start 
Associations, but pray, let me know whether we found these 
Anjumans for the public good, or to add another feather to the 
high plume that nodds o'er our head. Our object in starting 
such associauons is more often than not to win the distinction 
of being called the President or Secretary of an Anjuman. 
When we fail to secure an office of distinction in an Association, 
do we not start new ones with the express object of doing 
harm to those that already exist? Have we not too often 
sacrificed public interests at the unholy altar of personal gain? 
Who is there among us who sought to advance the public 
interests banishing from his mind all desire to wear an honour 
on the breast or to make some noise in the world. We indeed 
make some money by getting ourselves educated, and we and 
our relations lead happy lives, but our community has no share 
in eur income, 'Ne are very proud of our degrees and of our 
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high education, but if our education be judged by the standard 
of useful work, it can not stand test. Havv many Nur·ud Dins,• 
how many Ismaeel Shaheeds,t how many Syed Ahmads,t how 
many Nazeer Ahmads,§ how many Mahdee Alis, il and how 
many Mushtaq Husains1 have been p:wduced by the so-called 
high education of the present day? It is too much to expect 
that the educated class of Indian Muhammadans will furnish 
men of this type. ,v e can not even maintain the spirit of 
enthusiasm which sometimes our leaders breathe into us. Only 
recently when Sir A.gha Khan made a tour in some parts of 
India in connection with the Muslim University Scheme, there 
seemed to roll over the length and breadth of this country a 
sea of enthusiasm the magnitude of whose waves struck the 
world with wonder, and which made many a man exclaim that 
the Muslims ·were yet a living nation. But do you find any 
trace of that enthusiasm now? It was only a momentary 
enthusiasm which sank like a bubble. Its place is now taken 
by our usnal indifference and apathy. vVhy is it so? It is because 
we lack resolution and perseverance. "\Ve have no will and no 
determination. vVe have no faith in the maxim, Where there 
is a will, there is a way. \Ve do not keep our promises and 
are strangers to benevolence and generosity. vVe have no self
denial and no disposition to recognise the worth that is 
possessed by others. vVe are wanting in courage and in 
patience. \Ve pay little heed to our religious and moral duties. 
What I have said is true of most of us; the exceptions are few 
and far between. To sum up, we do not possess what Islam 
calls taqwa or fear of God. These are the qualities which 

make a nation, but alas, they are not found 1n us. vVhy is 

* Preseut head of the Ahmadiyya Movement. 
tA l\luslim reformer of the last century. 
fli'ounder of the .Aligarh College. 
§A living Muslim author and orator. 
UFirst succe:.sor to Syed Ahmad. 
1Present Secretary to the Board of Truetees, .Aligarh College, 
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it that we lack these qualities? It is because we have neglected 
to acquire that knowledge which was essential to the acquisition 
of these virtues. It is because we have turned our backs on 
the Holy Book which was sent into this world to make us 
human beings in the fullest sense of the word. Have the 
affairs in Morocco, Tripoli and Persia done any great harm to 

Islam? I will say, no. If the Rum (the Oonstantinopolitan 
empire) has once more been defeated "in a land hard by,'' 
we also expect that, to quote again the words o:f divine 
revelation, "after their defeat they will again be victorious." 
It is not any power in Europe that has exposed Islam to any 
serious danger. It is the educated class of the Muslims that 
constitutes the real danger to Islam. I£ any :BJuropean power 
has robbed our brethren of a part of their dominions, it does 

not matter much. "VVe alternate these days 0£ successes and 
reverses among men" (iii, 134). But we the educated 
Muhammadans bid fair to rob our brethren even 0£ their 
faith. lt is we to whom the nation looks up as the future 

guides of its destiny. Our deeds and our ,vords are exerting 
an influence on those that are joined to ns by many ties. As 
soon as Viqar-ul- ~I u1k and the fevv otlif'r gray-hafred leaders 
of ours pass away from our midst, the ·whole nation will take 

pattern by us. H is therefore time to see whether our lives 
are modelled after the teachings 0£ Islam. Is it to Ka'aba or 

to any heathen temple that we are journeying? If the European 
nations Jtave no sympathy for Islam, are we sympathising 

with it? If Islam is what our actions represent it to be, it 
cannot endure for any long time. The Cunirade was only 
too true when it said the other day that Islam was more in 
danger from the educated Muhammadans than from any 
European power. Our Islam is only nominal. It is supposed 
to consist in such name-suffixes as Bakhsh and Din, but if 
such suffixes to our names were alone sufficient to entitle us to 
be called Muslims, those Hindus who bear the names of .Devi 
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Bakhsh and Ganga Din would be equally entitled to be reated 
as Muslims. '\Ve have turned our backs on the Holy Quran; 
we have forsaken the tenets of our faith; we pay no regard to 
the example of our Illustrious Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him). If we persist in the course 
which we are now following, we must soon taint our holy 
faith. One of the distinguishing ordinances of Islam was the 
observance of the five daily prayers. But how many of us 

keep this ordinance of Islam? Is Salat (1\fuslim prayer) a 
remnant of the superstition of the dark ages which the 
sooner we do away with the better, or is it an eminently wise 
institution prescribed by that fountain of wisdom and genius, 
viz., the Holy Prophet Muhammad, (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) :for some great good of our own? The 
ordinance of Salat is not based merely on some tradition so 

that we may dispense with it by rejecting the tradition as 
fabricated or untrustworthy. It is based on the explicit 
injunctions 0£ the Holy Quran which has been handed down 
to us intact in accordance with the divine promise: "'lt is We 
that have sent down this Remembrance and \Ve are its 
guardians.'' It is the very prayer which could not be abandoned 
whether one were living at home or travelling abroad, and 
which was to be performed even in the din 0£ battle, and 
amid the clash of arms, in accordance with the directions 
embodied in the Holy Quran. But alas, so degraded is our 
condition to-day that ,ve are neglecting even these prayers. We 
have no reason to complain of the piracy 0£ Italy when we 

ourselves are sapping the very foundation of Islam. Why are 
we so negligent of our religi.)us duties? It is because of our 
inattention to the Holy Quran. 

Dear friends! the Quran and its sacred words are to-day 
the same as they were in the time of the Holy Prophet. If 
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it worked a miracle in the time of the Holy Companions, it 
can work a miracle even to-day. ''Thou shalt find no change 
in the ways of God'' says the Holy Quran. Pray, tum over 
the pages of history. Was there ever a nation more ignorant 
and more corrupt than the Arabs of the "Days of Ignorance?" 
But do you find any parallel to the way in which the Holy 
Qur.an raised this nation from the lowest depths of degradation 
to the highest pinnacle of honour and glory. What makes the 
wonderful progress of our fathers particularly unique in 
the history of the world is the amazingly brief space of time 
in which they rose to the zenith of power and greatness. Not 
only the glory to which they attained by following the precepts 
of the Holy Quran is without a parallel in the annals of mankind 
but the amazing swiftness with which they reached their goal 
has itself no precedent in history nor is it likely to have any 
sequel. But dear brethren, you have certain advantages which 
the Arabs of the days of ignorance did not possess. You are 
educated, while they were uneducated. You are now adorned 
with the ornament of knowledge, while they were not so before 
they were given the Holy Quran. Your intellects are now 
sharpened and your wits are whetted. But such was not the 
case with the people who received the message of the Holy 
Quran first of a.11. If in spite of these disadvantages they made 
such advancement through the Holy Quran, what can not be 
performed by you in these days of light and learning? Dear 
brethren, I tell you on the basis of my experience that no one 
can appreciate the Holy Quran so well as the educated among 
us can do, If there is any body to-day who possesses the 
aptitude to discover and value the deep truths embodied in the 
Holy Quran, it is you. If any body can dive into the depths of 
this boundless ocean of wisdom and knowledge to bring out 
the peerless pearls that are to be found there in great abundance, 
it i$ you. If you but remove the veil from the face of this 
paragon of beauty, you can not but fall a prey to its resistless 
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charms. You will then discover that hundreds of Newtons, 
thousands of Hegels, myriads of Lockes and millions of Spencers 
are nothing compared with the treasures of wisdom and 
knowL3dge that are embedded in the Holy Quran. What right 
had Renan to describe the Holy Quran as a check to the 
advancement of science when it says :-"He hath subjected 
to you all that is in the heavens and in the Earth"? 
European writers have no right to attack Islam by saying 
that it hindered the progress of Greek and Roman 
philosophy and learning for centuries, when it says : "He 
taught Adam the names (i.e., the properties) of all objects.'' 
But they are not to be blamed for it. We ourselves are ignorant 
of the truths which the Holy Quran teaches, Who should then 
inform others of these truths ? 0 ye that deserve to be the true 
servants of the Holy Quran, be up and doing. If the nations of 
Europe are conquering different lands in fulfilment of the pro• 
phecy: "They shall hasten from every high land'' (xxi, 96), let 
us conquer their hearts by means of the great truths, the deep 
wisdom, and the strong spiritual and moral power, of which the 
Holy Quran furnishes an inexhaustible supply. Conquer their 
religion, conquer their Church and lastly conquer their Univer
sities, And bear in mind that these conquests have now been 
ordained by God and they must come to pass. Bear in mind 
that God does not depend on your efforts; if He calls upon you 
to exert yourselves in the cause of Islam, it is for your own good. 
Islam, however, shall prevail at all events, for the promised 
time of its prevalence has come. 

European society is governed by a number of principles 
the sum of which is known as Rationalism, I£ you consider 
these principles you will find them all in the Holy Quran, 
either in the very form in which they are known to the vV estern 
people, or in a much better form. These principles did not 
exist in the world before the sixth century of the Christian era. 
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The Western savants tell us that they are the result of the 
research of the last one century or two. Go and tell them that 
the source of these principles came into the world more than 
1300 years ago and they will regard it an honour to sit at your 
feet. Indeed the angels are bowing down before them, but 
they are not to be much envied for this reason. The angels 
which are bowing down before them belong to the lower world 
while our fathers ruled the higher regions. If the angels of 
water, fire, air and electricity are to some extent engaged in 
their service, you should subject to yourselves the angels whose 
functions relate to spiritual and moral matters. These are 
things of which Westren people have little share. The recent 
piracy of Italy and the connivance of the powers of Europe 
thereat have dragged down to earth the huge idol of Western 
civilization from its high pedestal. And it is well that it has 
been so, £or it has removed from our minds the high regard in 
which the Western civilization was formerly held by us. An re
member it is a fact established by history that if a people 
acquire high morals, the things that belong to the lower sphere 
must necessarily follow in the wake. 1£ the angels of the 
higher sphere will begin to bow down before you, the angels 
of the lower sphere will necessarily submit to your authority. 
It was this secret of progress which was taken advantage of 
by your fore-fathers. 

0 educated young men, Islam demands from you a sacri
fice and by the grace of God you are qualified to offer it. The 
sacrifice consists in this that you· should devote to the service of 
Islam a portion of your improved mental powers, your cultiva• 
ted brain and your polished intellects, The God of Islam, the 
God of Muhammad (may place and the blessings of God be 
upon him,) and the God of the Holy Quran requires you to serve 
the Holy Quran. You can render this service only when you 
y,mrselves hold fast to the Holy Book, when you observe the 
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ordinances of Islam, when your heads lie prostrate before the 
Lord in worship, when your lips become parched by keeping 
fasts and when you devote to the service of God a portion of your 
time, of your money and of your powers. Prepare yourselves for 
sacrifice in the way of the Lord just as you sacrifice your ani
mals. Slaughter your passions, your aspirations, your thoughts, 
your comforts, and the love of your homes and of your children 
in the way of the Lord, in the service of your people, and for 
the glory of your religion, just as you slaughter your animals, 
for this is the meaning of the sacrifices which you offer. 

To sum up, be Muslims, and then it is impossible that God 
should not open to you the door of His assistance. 
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An American Doctor on Islam. 

Dr. A. Gao. Baker of Philadelphia has very kindly sent u1 

a copy of his lecture on ••Muhammad, the founder of an Empire, 
and of a Religion which is still spreading," whi-~h he delivered 
in October last at the Cooper Literary Institute of Philadelphia. 
We give below almost the whole of this lecture, containing as it 
does the Tiews of an impartial critic regarding the life and 
character of our Holy Prophei, on w horn be peace and the 

bles&i:n gs of God. 

The leoiurer said:-
If the question be asked as to who ' was Muhammad,' the 

a.nswer given in so-called Christian countries will be that he was 
an impostor, and just started the religion of Islam to help him 
to become a civil ruler. 

Let us inquire into the facts of the case. If we consult 
Christian authorities, we shall only find misrepresentations of 
facts as they are, and in not a few cases absolute lies. No Chris
tian could write and do Muhammad justice, or for that matter 
do justice to any other great man of history, such as Confucius or 
Laos-te of China, Buddha of India or Zoroaster of Persia. Nor 
could nor vould any Roman Catholic do justice to Luther. They 
will toll you that he loved his Kate, and in order to be enabled 

io ma1ry her he left his monastery and broke away from the 
Church of Rome and started the Protestant religion. But those 

of us who have read history know th,1t this is a. lie. 

When a young man, I once read a life of Christ which 

was written by a Jew. rrhc book: was intend~d for the instrue .. 
tion of young Hebrews. It was loaned to me by a Jewish Rabbi. 

In this book every thing bad wa.~ said about Christ and his 
mother. He wa.s ctt1led a pretender, an impostor, a deceiver, and 

hia mother was called a bad woman, etc. It is a.bont in thtt 
same spirit thab Christians have written about Muhammad. 
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Sir William Muir, and others who have copied him, 

have just acted in this way. The first author in modern times 

who had the courage to speak and write the truth about Muham
mad was Gibbon, in his Decline and Fall of the Roman Empir~. 
The second was Thomas Carlyle. His essay on Muhammad 
astonished the whole English speaking world. The next was 

Bosworth Smith, and Emmanuel Deutch a young English Jew. 
There have been many since who have spoken and written the 
truth favorable to Muhammad and many converts ha.ve been 
made of Englishmen and Frenchmen and Germane to the religion 
of Islam which Muhammad preached, in the last twenty-five 

years of his life. 

My chief authorities for · what I shall have to sa.y are 
Muhammad Bakar in his ''Hyat-ul-Kuloob, a most extensive and 
voluminous writer, and Al-Badawy, an Egyptian Bishop, and 
the only Christian that I know of who spoke and wrote \he 
truth about Muhammad. Gibbon in bis Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Enipfre largaly relies upon him in quotations from his 

writings. In the Hyab~ul-Kuloob we have the £ull and periect 
geneology of Muhammad the apostle of God to Ismael and 
Ibrahim, and from them down to Adam. He tells us who were 
his imrnediate ancestors and their station in the government o{ 

Mecca, his birth and their birth, names of pa.rents, both father 
and mother. 

One of the most renowned, his great grandfather wa! Ha.
shim. He married a noble lady of .Medina by name of Salima. 

He went to Sham (Damascus) aud sold his merchandise, and 
bought other goods to ta,rn back home with him. Hashim was 
taken sick in the small town of Arba outside of Sham, and on the 
second day perceived that his end was near. He asked for paper 

to write his will, and give special directions to Salima. his wife 

ir... regard to his future son, whom Salima named Shayba.h., and 
to Muttalib his brother, who was to bring up the boy in Mecca 
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near the holy Cabba. Hashim. was buried at Arba. near Sharn 

where he diAd. This :!On was taken to Mecca when about six. 

years old by Mutts.lib his uncle, and brought up by him. When 
he reached manhood, he came into his own which was the care 

of the Holy Temple. 

This Abd-ul-Muttalib had ten sons and three daughters; 

Abutalib, Muhammad's uncle and Abdullah his father were both 

of one mother. Abdullah the youngest son of A bd-ul-Muttalib wai 
married to a lady named Amina of Mecca, who was of good family, 
and who,se father's name WM Wahab, and whose mother's name 
was Berah. Abd-ul-Muttalib himself asked for Amina.'s hand 
for his son and made the arrangements for the wedding. This 
family too, belonged to the Koreish and were cousins or 
Hashim ihe grandfather of Abdullah. There were no 
Jews living in Mecca as that city was always reserved for 
the Arabs alone and is so to this day. Yet a Christian Minister 

in a. lecture recently delivered on the subject of Muhammad and 

his religion, says, Muhammad's mother was of Jewish birth. 
This shows that these Christian Gospellers certainly do not care 
much about the truth when they lecture on Muhammad. Muham

mad's father, Abdullah, was a mo3t beautiful and modest Arabian 
youth. He died and was buriid at .Medina before Muhammad 
was born. 

When Muhammad was born in 570 A. D., a nurse from a 
neighbouring tribe of the Benee Sad-bin Bakr whose name was 
Haleemah was, according to the custom prevailing among the 
better class of people at Mecca, engaged, and with her he stayed 
five years and two days. Of course the nurse brought little 
Muhammad to Mecca now and then for his mother and grand

father to see him. The nurse was well paid, and the blessing of 

Allah was with her. When she took the boy she had only 30 

sheep. When she returned him they had grown rich, for she 

\hen owned 1000 shiep and 30 camels. When he was six yeara 
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old his mother took him to Medina to visit his father's grave 
and also to see his relatives there. They stayed two months and 

returned to Mecca. On the wa.y home his mother was taken 
ill and died, and was buried where she died, about half way bet
ween Mecca. and Medina. rrhe servant who was with them told 

the story of her death to Abdul l\futtalib. He was very sad. 
He took little Muhammad to live with him, and took him \o 

the Cabba every day. When M11hammad was eight years old 
bis grandfather died. He e::itrusted the little orphan child to 

his uncle Abutalib and he faithfully cared for and stood by 
Muhammad iill his dying day. 

Abutalib was not so well off, and little Muhammad took 

care of a flock of sheep for some people of Mecca in the neigh
bouring valleys. When Muhammad was about 12, Abutalib went 
with a Kafilah to Sham. Muhammad begged that he might 

lake him along, and he did. They safely returned. Again he 
pastured the sheep. vVhen he was about 24, his uncle suggested 

\o offer his services to Khadeejah a rich and princely widow of 
Mecca who was about to send a Kafilah to Sham. She gladly 
engaged him. He disposed of the merchandise vrith great 

profi1, and bought other goods on return. This was a profitable 
trip and Khadeejah was well pleased, not only with bis wisdom 

of buying and selling but with his beauty and modesty, and fell 

in love with him. It wa,s ::;he who suggested the marriage, 
which soon after was celebrated. K hadeejah's father highly 
approved of it. She had been married twice before. Her hus
bands were dead and she had one son and two daughters by her 
former husbands. 'rhe marriage was one of the most happy, 
although Khadeejah was 40 and Muhammad only 25 years of age. 

They had six children, two boys who died in infancy, and four 
girls who grew up to womunhood and were married. The most 

noted of these is Fatemah, who was afterwards married bo 

Muhammad's cousin Aly bin Abutalib, 
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After Muhammad's marriage to the richesi woman in Mecca 
he superintended her business, etc., bnt this left him 1ome 
leisure to attend to his meditations. He used to retire into the 
wilderness, and spent days and weeks together in prayer and 
meditation, and during the night retire to a cave in 
Mount Hera. Sometimes Khadeejah would join him in these 
retirem~nts. His conduct with his neighbours was such that 
all the people of Mecca called him the A.meen, the faithful or 
truthful, and owing to this fact Muhammad was one of, if not, 
the most respected citizen of Mecca. When Aly was seven he 
came to live with Muhammad. Aly was always by his side 
after this. Muhammad was 40 when the Angel Gabriel appeared 
to him and he was invested with the prophetic office. 

Khadeejah was his first converi, next came Aly hl1 cousin, 
and Zaid his adopted son, and his friend and successor Abu 
Bakr. Aly was ordered to prepare a little feast at Abutalib's to 
which a number of his relatives were invited. Muhammad 
announced to them his divine commission, but they believed 
not and retired in silence. 

For three years Muhammad \aught quietly the new 
doctrine of the worship of the One God, but made very little 
progress. At the end of that time an open call was made to the 

Koreish at large. 

One day he went to the Cabba and stood on the stone of 
Ismael and preached openly the unity of God, and his commis

sion as His apostle. He now began to gather converts around 
him one by one. At the end of five years the Koreisb began to 
be alarmed and began to persecute him and threaten him with 
death, and beat his disciples. The apostle of God advised a. 
number of them to flee to Abyssinia for refuge. Here they 
were well received by the King, Nejashy, who himself became a 
Musulman aud refused to restore the refugees to the delegation 
which the Koreish had seub after them, so ,hat they might be 
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brought back and punished for their belief in One God a.nd His 

Apostle. 

As the Kereish idolaters saw that Islam was spreading on 

all sides, even among the tribes of the desert, and that Hamzah 

one of Muhammad's uncles had embraced the faith and that 
Abutalib and most of the sons of Hashim were defending 

Muhammad, the fire of hatred and of idolatry blazed afresh in 
their bosoms. They had an a.'lsembly, and entered in•o a 
covenant that they would not eat, drink, speak, trade or in• 
termarry with the Benee Hashim, till they were reduced to the 

necessity ef delivering up Muhammad to death, and they resol
ved moreover that the prophet should be killed whenever an 
opporbur.ity should present itself. Muhammad with Abutalib 

and some 40 of the Benee Hashim then retired to a. defile, 

called the defile of Abutalib. Here he stationed guards day 
and night at the paeses leading to this retreat, in order to 
protect Muhammad from all harm. As time advanced they 
suffered hunger in this defile. No Arab coming to Mecca would 
venture to sell them anything, £or if he did, his property 
was plundered by the Koreish. They were confined in 

this defile three years. Only at the time of the pilgrimage, 

Muhammad would Tenture out to preach. At thab time 
it wa1 unlawful to kill any one, and Islam kept on growing 

and spreading. At last the parchment on which they had 

written the covenant, and on which they had vowed Muham

mad's destruction wn.s brour,ht from the Ca.bba, and it was 
all worm-eaten, and all the writing on it had disappeared 

except the name of Allah. Two months after this Abutalib fell 

sick and died and shortly after tha.b Khadeejah died, and Muham

mad was more exposed to the fierce wrath of the Koreish, hi1 
enemies, than ever. Ha had entered into a league with the 

pilgrims from Medina, and iihey had promised that they would 

be only too glad if he would flee to them for refuge, and thai 
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they would defend him with their lives and property. So 
shortly after these last events he fled, and. Abu Bakr, his ever 

faithful friend, accompanied him. He fled from Mecca in the 
evening, and Aly agreed to lie in his place. Those who had 

agreed to kill him came with their clubs and lances, and finding 

that it was Aly did not do him any harm, but they wanted to 
know where Muhammad was. He answered, HYou have not 
committed him to me. You wanted him to go and he is gone.'' 
On the third day two camels were brought to the cave, one for 
the Prophet and the guide and the other for Abu Bakr and his 
servant. 

In due time they arrived safely at Medina a.nd the people 
ran out in crowds to meet the Prophet. He was now delivered 
of the cruelties of the Koreish of Mecca. Word was sent to Abys
sinia and the refugees came to Medina. The prophet bought a 
large plot of ground on which his camel had stopped, which 
belonged to two orphan boys, and paid for it. On this plot was 
built a great mosque, and around it the cottages for the Prophe.t, 
Abu Bakr, Aly, Hamza a.nd Omar. He was entertained by one 
of the faithful whose house adjoined this plot. From this flight 
the Muhammadan era is dated. As he married several women, 
each one had a cottage built alongside of the other. All the 

women Muhammad married were widows, except Ayesha and 
Mary the servant who had been presented to him by the King 
of Egypt, and who also bore him Ibrahim, a son, who died in 
infancy. I said all his wives were widows, the husbands of 
some of whom had died for the glory of Islam, and one widow 
was a Jewiss whom he redeemed from being sent into slavery, 
and who in part suggested the union. 

Modern Christians seem to imagine that the 6th century 

and the twentieth were just alike in customs and usages. This 
only proves the utter stupidity of these Christian writers. The 
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first woman Muhammad married after the death of Khadeejah 
was Sauda, whose husband had died after his return from Abys
smta. She appealed to Muhammad, and he out of pity married 

her. So with many of the others. Their husbands had sacrificed 
their lives for the glory of Islam, in the battle of Badr and 
Ohod, etc. It was necessary in those days, at least in Arabia. 
that the woman should have a home, and be married. Here 
with us in America a. woman does not need a home. She can 
live in a boarding house, or walk the streets at night. There 
were then no trades and occupations at which a woman could 

work, as there are with us. There she could not be a saleslady, 
or forelady in a store or factory, or work in a mill, or run a R. R. 

train or a steam boat as some of our women here do to-day. In 
Christian countries the single woman could go into a convent, 
which, however, in those days were not always institutions of 
virtue. M:any of these widow ladies were rather a burden to 
him than a. help. He was advancing in age and living frugally 
and not drinking any liquors, aud therefore could not feel as 
sensual as a man in a modern Christian co1mtry, where he eats 
rich victuals, largely consisting of beef, and drinks wine, beer and 
whisky all day to heat his imagination and fire his soul with 

lusb. The prophet also had many care~ and worries, besides the 
revelations as recorded in the Koran. It stands to reason tha.tJ 
such a man could not be sensual, and least of all care to sleep 
with a new woman every night. Ayesha was eleven when he 
married her, as soon as the cottage was built for her at Medina. 
Christians seem to be entirely-ignorant of the law of England, as 
given by Chitty in his Medical Jurisprudence. A boy of 14 and 
a girl of 12 can be married in England and in some of our states, 

and their marriage is legal. A boy of ~ and a girl of 5 could be 

married in England before the Reformation, and such were 
called ecclesiastical marriages. Of course it does not follow that 

such children were fit for husbandhood or wifehood at that age. 

Christians are for ever talking about the child marriages of India. 
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They had better study up their own history on the subject or 
keep quiet. About plural marriages, let them read Gibbon's 

account of the great Christian Emperor Valentinian. He was 
married to the granddaughter of Constantine the Great. He 
also married a second wife Justina by name. He by a public 
edict extended to all the subjects of the Empire the same 
privilege. He also used the ancient permission of divorce. 
Each of his wives had a son. The first had Gratianwho wae 

invested with the purple when 16; the second wife, Justina, 

bore him Valentinian the 8econd who was invested with the 
purple and proclaimed emperor by the army whe11 h e was 

but 3 years of age. The law of the Moslem world as laid down 

in the Koran IV, 3, is as follows:-

'~Ye may marry 2, d or 4, but. no more, and if ye shall not 

be able to treat them all equally and alike, Ye shall marry but 
one." So you see the fully developed law of Islam is monogamy• 
HYe shall marry but one." 

"Our friend Mr. Studdard, rn his travels around the world 
while in Constantiuople met an old friend of his, a Frenchman, 

who was a private tutor to a Pasha's son. He wanted to know 
whether he would not introduce him to the Pasha. The tutor 

promised. On the day appointed they met and went together to 
the Pashas' house. Studdard wanted to be shown into the Harem. 

He thought like a great many other Christian simpletons 
that in a Harem, there must al ways be some doz.en women who 

are the wives or ladies of pleasure to the one who keeps it. Mr. 
Studdard's erroneous notions on this point were very soon correct• 
ed by the French tutor. 'I1hey were shown into the Salam•Lick, 

and here they met the Pasha's son. 

The Harem was on the other side of the house, He was 

told that Harem simply means a sanctuary, a holy place, and 
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every thing imp11re and unholy must be forever excluded from it. 
In that Harem was the Pasha's wife as its head, a governess for 

the younger children, a few maids, the wife's mother and tha 

Pasha's mother. After the boy is 17 he leaves the Harem, and 

after that can never enter except by requesting his mother~ nor 

ca.n the Pasha himqelf enter here without the express permission 
of his wife, or at her request. No strange man can ever enter 
there. In the meantime the Passha came and Studdard was 
introduced to him as a friend of the tutor's who was visiting the 
city. Cofee and the pipe were served at once to the visitor, and 
after a little conversation the tutor and Studdard departed. 
This whole thing was a puzzle to the American globe-trotter, who 
h1id imagined a Harem to be a. very different thing from what it 
really is. He was also informed that if the Pasha wished he might 
have four wives, but the houses of each would have to be the 
same as those of the others, with like furniture and servants and 
that there were but few people rich enough to be able to have 
more than one. Studdard asked his friend if he knew any one 
in Stambul who had more than one wife. The tutor was weli 
acquainted here, owing to his position. His answer w11-s yes. But 
he added, I am sorry to say the man who has them is neither a 

Turk nor an Arab but like myself a Frenchman and a Christian. 

An English sea Captain not long ago was going about the 

streets of Constantinople late at night trying to find some woman 
with whom he might spend a night of pleasure. After much 

walking he found what he sought, but to hi, surprise she was an 
Englishwoman. 'rurkish women do not run the sheets at night to 
hunt for men as women do in our Christian cities, in Europe and 

America. It must also be noted that Muhammadan women 

have far more rights than do her Christian sisters in Europe and 

America. They inherit equally at law with the men. They 
keep their property in their own name, and their husbands can 

not squander or spend a cent of it, as they ca.n in England where 
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women have but very few rights, and where the woman is simp
ly a slave to the whims of her often most brutal husband. But 

the law there does not allow her to complain, and is altogether 
only in favor of her husband. Onr American women have much 
more of onr law in their favor. They can hold property, and do 

business in their own name. This a married English woman can 
not do. In the Moslem world ,vhen a man marries, the prospective 
husband has to give her a dowry. This belongs then to her and 

he can not aftewards touch it. If he divorces his wife, the dowry 

remains her own. She can sue and be sued, and she does not 

need either husband or father to represent her at law as she does 

in Enghnd. W bile divorces are permitted where necessary by 
the Koran, they very seldom occur. From 1885 to 1905 we had 

in these Christian United States just one million of divorces. I 
venture to say that they have nob had a.s many in all the Moslem 
world in the lasb thousand years. There are other important 
things of which I have no time to speak. 

We now find Muhammad in Medina., where it is said he 
began to found his Empire. Yes! When Muhammad first preached 
the truth of God, he did not have the remotest i!'.ltention to fight 
for his religion, as you have seen. He endured the insults of the 
Koreish for years with a patience that was most marvelous, ai; wdl 

as their beatings. Now he had fled from them and was out 
of their reach, but this excited them more than ever. So they 
decided to raise an army, and go to Medina, and kill him and. 

his follower1:1 and be done with t,hern. Muhammad heard the report, 

raised a band of 300 and went forth to meet them. They engaged 

in battle at Badr, and Muhammad prevailed against them. 
Now here we have the great cry of the Christian hypocrites and 

fanatics that from this on the religion of Islam became the re
ligion of the sword. All that Muhammad did in this and in all 
his subsequent wars was for simple self-defence. Of course, if 
Muhammad had now lain down, and had allowed his enemies to 
kill him and his faithful ba.nd, it is quite likely that Christians 
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would have been well pleased, and would have chanted a Te 
Deum. But Muhammad was not made that way. He would not 
allow his enemies to make a door-mat out of him and wipe their 

feet on him, &S they evidently intended to do. He had endured 
enough of their persecution at Mecca, and so he rose against 
his enemies and defeated them whenever and wherever they 
attacked him, and he was always victorious over them by the 
help of God which he gratefully acknowledged, until at last 
Mecca submittAd, and the idols were destroyed, and all Arabia 

was united, and became as one man for God and his Apostle. 
When all Arabia had embraced the religion of Islam, there 
were still several Nasrani (Christian) tribes in Nejran. These 
had an assembly and sent a deputation to Muhammad, and 
after due deliberation it was agreed that they could retain their 

religion and pay a smaH tribute for the protection they 
enjoyed. They were allowed to reside in Arabia without the 
leaat molestatfon until the time of Omar, when they were 
requested to remove to Syria, which then also belonged to the 
Muhammadan Empire, as the Arabian peninsult. was to be 
reserved for the religion of Islam and for no other. 

Ail hypocritial Christian writers just fairly glory because 
they say, on account of the battle of Badr, that now the reli• 
gion of Muhammad became the religion of the sword. These 
gentlemen evidently are ignoraut of their New Testa'!Ilemt, and 

of the history of Christianity from that day to this. Let us see 
what Ghrist says about the sword in connection with his religion. 
Matt. 10: 34. ~'Think not that I come to send peace on earth. I 
came not to send peace, but a. sword." And again Luke, 12: 49, "I 
am come to send fire upon the earth, and what will I if it be al
ready kindled." Verse 51, Suppose ye that I am come to give peace 
on earth? I tell you, nay; but rather division." In Luke, 14: 26, 
we read : "1£ any man come to me, and hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren and sisters, yea; 
aud his own life also, he ca.n nob be my disciple.'' In Luke 22: 
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36, we read, '~Then said he unto them, But now ..••.. he that bath 
no sworJ, let him sail his garment and buy one," And verse 88, 

,'And they said, Lord, behold, here are two swords, and he said 

unto them, it is enough." 

It must not be supposed that Christians did never make use 
of the sword, as modern missionaries would try to make the world 
believe. Oh! no? Cyril who was the Patriarch of Alexandria in 
380 A.D. ha.d 40,000 Jews killed in one night who refused to be 
converted to Christianity. Remember from 325 A.D. to this day 
the Chiristian sword has been making converts. The oceans of 
blood which have been shed by tha Christian sword would float 

the largest navy of the world, and the end is not yet. It has 
been the most cruel religion upon the face of the earth since the 
world began and it would act as cruelly to-day as it has acted in 
the past, if Muhan:mad had never come to check its cursed 
violence. Christians find fault with the Moslem conqueror 
becau,;;e he allowed three choices by which a man could become 
reconciled to Islam. He could become a Moslem, and be at 
once accepted into the brotherhood of Islam ; or he could pay 
tribnte and retain his religion; or he could fight. 

These stupid Christians do not seem to have evet' heard of 
the method by which Charlemagne converted their forefathers 
to the Christian faith. He allowed but two choi'ces, baptism or 
the sword. The heads of 4000 of his Saxons who refused to be 
baptised were chopped off in one day, and millions more besides 
them in Germany. Charlemgne was the greatest Christian 
missionary prince that ever lived, and with his sword made far 
more converts to that faith than have all the Christian mission .. 
aries from that day to this. Among the Muhammadans there 
never was an Inquisition, and no witches were ever burnt at the 
stake. This crime and cruelty was committed solely by the 
Christian Church. And yet these ignorant Christian scribblers 
a.baut Muhammad ca.11 his religion the religion of the sword? 



74 Tlfll: ltETIEW OF ltlLIIIOlfl. (February 

The religion of fire and the sword as history most clearly proves 
is Christianity and no other. The religion of hatred and 
division as history shows is Christianity. 

Muhammad was an Arab, a descendant of Abraham and 
Ismael, and therefore his mental make up differed from thab of a 
Roman or Greek. He also was an intense patriot, like our 

George Washington, and one of his chief objects was to unite all 
the Arabs into one solid nation £or ever. Arabia with its many 

tribes could never have been united if they had become Christ,. 

ians, as they did under the religion of Islam, the faith which 
)1uha.mmad preached. The Arabs and the Moslems all over the 
world believe in Christ as a prophet and messenger of God, and 
revere him as they do Moses and David and all the prophets. 

He like all the rest taught the unity of God, and salvation by 
good works. The parable of Chapter 25 of Matthew shows and 
prove that, and this is just what Muhammad taught, and besides 
this the true brotherhood of all who hold the faith of Islam. 
The whole life of Muhammad from his birth to his death is 
known to all his followers. In the life of Christ there are 
many gaps of years of which absolutely nothing is known. Christ 

never wrote a single word of his so called Gospels, and 150 

years passed before any of them appeared in writing, and the 
oldest ma.nnscript of them now in existence was not written 
before the 11th century and many copyists altered and added 
many things, so that the Gospels as we have them to-day a.re not 

as Christ delivered them; and although they bear the name of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, yet no modern higher critic 
would swear that these men are or were the authors. 

The Koran is the only religious book in the world a.bout 
which there is no doubt, and every sentence written there was 
written or dictated by Muhammad himself, and was edited in 

full by the first caliph Abu Bakr, a year after the prophet's 

death. Muhammad, the unitarian revivalist, was inspired, like 
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the Quakers of modern times, by a. purely religious zeal; and a 
hundred years after his death, the civilization of Islam riTalled 
the culture of Greece and Rome. Local option among us is really 
a move in the direction of Islam. 

Horatius Bonar, a noted Scotch divine and hymn-writer, 

travellin~ in Egypt and Palestine some yeare ago has tbi1 to say 

about the religion of Islam : '•We have seen more than one 

mosque inside and out, all of iihem simple, unlike the churches 

East and West. In a mosque there is no object of idolatry, 
picture, sbatue or wafer. Muhammadanism was the reaction 

produced by the worse than pagan idolatries of Christauity 

in the 5bh and 6th centuries. It was the reform of eastern 
Christianity, a. reaction from vile polytheism, which the worship 
of the saints a.nd of Mary had produced . • . . • • • • • It 
(Islam} was a great improvement upon the system which it 
supplanted. A Moslem hates idolatry, and can not bear to 
enter a Greek or Latin Church, because of the idolatries which 
defile every nook and stone. He would not b.>w before an image, 

nor kiss the foot of a statue, nor burn incense to a picture." The 
Pasha of Jerusalem said to Bonar, "He could not bear idol wor
ship of which he is often compelled to be a spectator when called 
to act as the preserver of peace in the Church of the Holy sepul
chre, when Latin, Greek, Copt and•Arminian clamor and fight and 
riot, with their wafer-god in their mouths, and their idols look .... 
ing down with corn placency on the warfare.'' ''It is really a 
relief to pass from one of these Christian idol shrines into the stern 
simplicity of a mosque.'' See also Studdard in his lecture on Jeru• 
salem. Muhammadanism has a most vital centre of truth, the 
highest truth, which heathenism did not know, and Christianity 
in the oriont bad smothered. It is the doctrine of the unity of 
God, the truth which Abraham, Moses, David, and Christ all 

taught. "Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord." And this 

is what Muhammad taught. It was nothing new and the fact, ia 
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tha the was the apostle of thig one God to all the wor Id. The same 

impression of God which Muhammad stamped on the Arabian 
mind is found to-day among all the disciples of the Koran from 
the Congo to the Ganges and the Yangtse and seems embodied 

even in all the Moslem architecture the world over. It is this 
sincerity of the faith in onOl God, the consciousness of having the 

solid truth, combined with reverence for Muhammad us a hJ.ter 

teacher and apostle than Christ, that makes it almost impossible 
to convert a Mussulman to the C!::!ristian faith. Islam has had a. 
great providential mission already, and so long as large sections 
of Christianity present even the appearance of polytheism and 

idolatry, Muhammadanism will be an impenetrable bulwark 

against the sQbjection of the world by these lower types 
of Christianity. There is no doubt a great providential 

mission yet reserved for Ismael, and Ismael's greatest son. 
It is entirely impossible, I emphatically repeat, for the Roman 
Church, with its deification of Mary as the mother of God, and 
with its other varieties of semi-idolatries, ever to conquer the 

globe so long as the religion of Islam, with its pure teachings and 
the spirituality of God, and its stern monotheism, obstructs the 
way. The religion of Islam has neither priests nor clergy in the 
Christian sense of the words. No one professing it can worship 
God by proxy. He must do that himself. Therefore every true 

believer in his own priest, and worships the one true God five 
times a day. They have no bells on their mosques. The 
Muezzin with his living voice calls the faithful to pnyer. Those 
who can, go to the mosque, those who can not go pray where 
they a.re, in the market, the street, the field or anywhere where 

they may happen to be. They are never ashamed to pray out
side, or to be seen by others to pray as Chri8tians generally are, 

and wherever there is a mosque there is also a school for child• 
ren, and you never find a Mussulma,n who can not read and write 
at least. I have never found one, and I have come in contact with 

thousands of them, They have also many colleges or madrassas, 
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and some Universities, the largest in the world which is at Cairo, 

Egypt, and which alone has 12,000 students from all parts of 

the Moslem world. Our ex-Pres~ident Roosevelt recently spoke 
before this University of Cairo while on his way home from South 
Africa. This University too existed long before Oxford and 
Heidelberg, and the others at Cordova and Damascus with 
their large libraries, when Christendom was sleeping the sleep 
of the dark ages, and when neither Christian kings, nor Bishops, 
nor priests could write their own names. Muhammadanism is 
spreading more rapidly to-day than ever before. The millions 

which we spend annually for Christian missions and the thousands 
of well-paid preachers in the Mission fields such as India. and 
China and Africa are making but little progress as to converting 

the heathen there to their religion. Take the capital of China, 
Pekin, to-day. It ha::, 25 large mosques, and over 100,000 

Moslems. 'rhe results of Christian missions are most discourag
ing. In India alone where there are over 2,000 Christian 
missionaries, all well paid, they only made about 900 converts 
among the lo'-Vest castes last year. The Mussulmans in India made 
over 5,000,000 during the last 10 years, and all without paid 
missionaries. I might say much more, but much of what I have 
said in this lecture is no doubt new to most of you. You may 
think over it seriously when you go home. And sometimes in the 
future I promise to give you another lecture on the history and 
progress of Islam in India. If you will remember just part of 
whab I ha.ve said, I shall feel well repaid and convinced tha\ 
my effort has not been in vain. 
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Notes and Comments. 
The Birth-throes of Mary. 

The Holy Quran describing the birth of Jesus, whom 
Christians believe to be the son of God come down to Earth to 
redeem mankind from the sin which Adam and Eve are ea.id 
to have brought in this world by eating of the forbidden fruit, 
sa.ys:-

''And she conceived him, and (in due time) retired with 
him to a far-off place. And the throes urged her to the trunk 
of a palm. She said : Oh, would that I bad died ere this, and 
been a. thing forgotten, forgotten quite." (xix, 22, 23.) 

Here the Holy Quran speaks of the pangs which Mary, 
mother of Jesus, suffered ah the time of his birth. They were 
80 severe that she had to say, ''Oh, would that I had died ere 
this, and been a thing forgotten, forgotten quite.'' Do you 
think that this description is an unnecessary detail which serves 
no useful purpose and which might as well be omitted? But it 
is not so. The reference to the birth~throes of Mary, Jesus' 
mother, serves a great purpose. It deals a blow to the Christian 
doctrine of atonemeut. In order to realise the force -0f flhie 
blow one need only look at the passage of Genesis which speaks 
of the consequences of the transgression of Eve to her descedants 
of the human race. 

''Unto the woman, He said, I will greatly multiply thy 
sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth 
children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall 
rule over thee. 

"And unto .A.dam He said, Because thou hast hearkened 
unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree of which 
I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it, cursed is 
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the ground for thy sake; in sorrows-halt thou eat of ib all the 
days of thy life. 

''Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and 
~hou shali eat the herb of the field. 

''In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou 
ret~rn t~nto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust 
thou art, and unto dust shalt th)u return." 

Here we are told that as a consequence of the sin of Eve, 
two kinds of punishments were inflicted on her and Adam. The 

woman was to bring forth children in sorrow and the man was 
to earn his bread with labour and toil. Their descendants are 
undergoing this punishment to this day as a consequence of 

the sin committed by Eve. Now Christians say that Jesus came 
into this world to deliver mankind from the punishment of sin. 
This boon, they say, is confined to those who believe in Jesus. 
But the question is, Has Jesus actually delivered his followers 
from the punishment of sin? Can Christians give a palpable 
proof of this deliverance? If a Christian corn mit theft, is he 
not sent to jail? Do not the Christian states punish such 
offenders as believe in the atoning power of the blood of Jesus? 

Do not even ecclesiastical authorities punish their subordinates 
for their offences? 

Even Nature makes no distinction between a true Christian 
and a. non-believer in inflicting punishment on those who sin 

against it. It punishes all alike. It metes out the same 
treatment to a pious Christian as to an unbelieving pagan. If 
a Christian, no matter however sincere his faith in Christ may 
be, drink a, cup of deadly poison, it will produce the same effect 
on him as on those whom the Christians style as 'infidels.' In 
this world, Christians can not boast of any special privilege 
which is enjoyed by them exclusively, so far as the punishment 

of sin is concerned. 
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That Christ is no redeemer is apparent from another 

consideration also. Christians believe that the children of Adam 

have inherited the sin of their first parents. If Christ was a 
redeemer, he ought to have redeemed the world from that 

inherited sin at least. God said to Adam : ' 4ln the sweat of 

thy face shalt thou eat bread.'' 'l'his was a penalty of the sin 
which Adam is said to have committed at the instigation of his 
wife and this penalty is still shared by his children. It is with 
toil and labour that ~hey eat their bread. If Jesus came into 

this world to redeem man from the penalty of sin, he ought to 
have first of all redeemed l1im from the penalty of earning bread 
with toil and la.hour. Bnt we find that though it is more than 
1900 years since Jesus came rnto this world., yet man has not been 
delivered from this penalty to this day. It is still in the sweat 

of his brow that man eats his bread. This is as true 0£ the 
Christians as of other nations of the Earth. Thus it is clear that 
the advent of Jesus has failed to deliver man from the penalty 
of sin which was inflicted on him as a consequence of the 
transgression of his mother Eve. 

Similarly, the Christian women whose faith in Christ is 
generally more sincere than that of the Christian men can not 

claim exemption from the penalty inflictGd on their sex as a 
result of the sin of the first woman. Christian ladies are as 

subject to the travails of child-birth as the women pu;fessing 
other creeds. 'l1heir faith in Lhe Godhead of Jesus has been of 

no avail to them as far as the pa,ngs of child-birth are concerned. 
They are undergoing this punishmeut like all other women in 
the world. Even the most pious of. them bear their children ''in 
aorrow." If Jesus had come into this world to deliver mankind 
and womank:iud from the punishment of sin, he ought to have 

delivered them first of all from th@ penalties of the sin of their 
first parents; but the whole world is a witness that he haa not 

done 10. Both man and woman are still undergoing the sentence 
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of punishment which was passed on them in the beginning and 
there has not been the slightest mitigation in that sentence. 
Le• alone others, even the mother of Jesus, the Virgin that bore 

the Son of God, shared \he common fate of her sex. ' 1Tbe 

throes," says the Holy Quran, ''urgod her to the trunk of a 
palm;'' So unbearable was the pain wdieh she felt at the time 
of giving birth to the promised Fedeemer, that she cried in 
agony : •'Oh, would that I had died ere this, and been a thing 
forgottten, forgotten quite.'' It is not in vain that the Holy 
Quran refers to the birth-throes of the mother of Jesus. Tha 
verse contains a hit on the Christian doctrine of atonement. It 
is useless to expect that Jesus will deliver his followers from 
punishment, when his own mother suffered the punishment 
of her inherited sin at the very time when she was giving 
birth to ihe World-Redeemer. The verse deals a death blow 
to the Christian iheory c,f Redemption from the Christian 
point of view. 

One of the consequences of the sin of Eve and Adam is said 
to be that the ground became cursed. God said to Adam that 
because he had hearkened to the voice of bis wife, and had 
eaten of the forbidden fruit, the ground was cursed for his sake, 
and that thenceforth it would bring forth thorns and thistles 

and that he would eat the herb of the field. These thorns 
and thistles still grow and it is still the herb of the field that; 
man eats. This shows that the ground is still as cursed as it 
was in the days of Adam and Eve and that the touch of the 

holy feet of the Redeemer has failed to remove the curse to 

which the Earth was subjected. 

It is evident that the Redeemer has failed to deliver man 
from the punishment of sin in this world. We do not possess 
the slightest evidence of the fact that the Advent of the 
Redeemer has done any good to man as far as deliverance from 
the dire consequences of sin is concerned, and those who think 
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that he will deliver men from punishment in the life to come are 
labouring under a delusion. He who has failed to deliver man 
from the consquences of sin in this life cannot be expected to 
deliver him from the punishment of sin in the next world. 

The Holy Quran has given the Christians a timely warning. 
He informi them that it was with great pain that Mary bore her 
child-thus showing, from the Christian standpoint, that the 
theory that Jesus came to deliver man from the consequences 
of sin is an empty dream and the sooner the Christians get red 
of this false notion the better. He came only to be an exemplar 
for the people of his race and to give them the glad tidings 

of a greater prophet that was to come after him. 

The object of Ahmad's Advent. 

In a manuscript note found in his papers after his death, 

the Promised Messiah thus describes the object of his advent :-

''In my statements one will not find even a single word 
against the British Government. We are grateful to this 
Government, for it has given us peace and security. As to my 
claim, I deem it necessary to state this much that I have not arro
gated to myself this office, but have been chosen by God so that 
I may remove errors and false impressions, clear up complicated 
problems, and reveal the light of Islam to other nations. It 
should be borne in mind that the disgusting picture of Islam 
which is being presented by our opponents is not the true picture 
of Islam. On the other hand, it is a brilliant diamond every 
corner of which ii. bright with lustre. It is like a big castle 
which is illuminated by a large number of lamps, so that each 
window reveals a different lamp. It is not only on one side 
that we see the heavenly light of Islam; its eternal lamps are 
visible on all sides. The teachings of Ii.lam are a lamp; its 
spiritual power is a lamp; the signs of divine assistance 
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accompanying ib are each a lamp, and the person that comes 
from God to show its truth is also a lamp. A great part of my 
life has been spent in the study of the scriptures of different 
people and I say truly that I have not found the teachings of 
any other religion on a par with those of Islam, whether those 
teachings pertain to the articles of belief, morals, domestic 

economy, political administrlltion, or virtuous deeds. I do not 
say this bt}cause I am a Muslim, but because truth compels me 
to bear this testimony. And this testimony of mine does not 

come too late, but it is given at a time when the different 

religions of the world are matched against one another in 
deadly contest. I am informed that this contest is destined to 

end in the victory of Islam. It is not the things of this Earth 
that I speak of, becaase I am non of this Earth. I say only 
what God has put in my mouth. The people of this Earth may 
be thinking that Christianity or Budd-hism will be the future 
religion of the world, but they a.re mistaken. It should be 
remembered that nothing happens on this Earth until it is 
decreed on heaven. So the God of heaven informs me that at 
last the religion of Islam will conquer the hearts. In this contes, 
of religions, I am commanded by God to sound a note of 
warning for all seekers after truth. I am like a man who gives 
notice of a band of raiders that intend to attack a village 
una.wares. He who hearkens to his v0ice saves his property 
from the ravages of the robbers, but he who turns a deaf ear to 
his warning is plundered. There are two classe of robbers in 
our time. There are some of them that attack: us from without, 
and there are others that attack us from within, but only he 

is robbed who does not put this property in a secure place. 
To.day the only place where one's property of faith will be safe 
from the hands of the robbers is a knowledge of the exiellences., 
the spiritual power and the living miracles of Islam and a 

recognition of the man that has been deputed to act as the 
shepherd of the flock of Islam. The old wolf is still liviDg, itl 
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is not dead, and it will certainly carry away the sheep which 

goes astray from the flock. 

''0 servants of God, you know that when rain does nob fall 

for a long time and a long draught sets in, the result is 

that even the wells begin to dry in the el.ld. So just as in the 
physical world rain from heaven stirs up the waters of the earth, 

similarly in the spiritnal world the heavenly water (viz,_1 divine 

revelation) refreshes the wits of man. And this age stood 

in urgent need of this spiritual water. 

"I have been sent by God just in the time of need, when 
many people of this age had become like the Jews of old. They 
have not only abandoned righteousness, but have, like the Jews 
of the days of Jesus, become the enemies of truth. Consequently 

God has correspondingly called me Messiah. It is not only 
I tb&:t call the people of this age towards me, but the age has 

also called me.'' 

----
Islam in Japan. 

The December number of the lslarnic Fraternity, a monthly 
religious organ, edited by M. Barkat Ullah of Bhopal, India, 

and issued from Tokyo, Ja pan, brings us the giad tidiugs of 

conversion to Islam of a Japanese Baron, his daughter and his 
son-in-law on the third of December last. The names of the 

new brothers and sister in faith are Baron Ali Kentaro Hiki, 

Mrs. Fatimeh Y. Hatano and Mr. Hasan U. Hatano. The 

ceremony which took place in the house of Mr. Barkat Ullah 
was witnessed by a cosmopolitan assembly consist,ing of Major 
S. Tanaka of the Imperial army-the most travelled Japanese 
Officer; Mr. and Mrs. P. H. Dodge; Mis1t Lina Boegli of Swit• 

zerland-the world-famous authoress of beautiful letters that 
have been translated into 9 European languages; Mr. F. Schroeder 
-a veteran German journalist; Miss B. E. Lane of New York; 
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Mr. Louis Richard Ny kl-a Bohemian polyglot; Mr. Bora of 
Chittagong, Assam; Mr. Powar of Baroda, a Hindu philosopher; 
Mr. Shiva Ba.rt Lal Varma, a Sadhu of Lahore; Taufique 
Effendi; Hasan Fahrni Eftendi; Munir Ibraheem Effendi, and 

Mr. Ibraheem bin Ahmad-the Malay teacher in the School of 
Foreign Languages. Mr. Barkat Uilah gave a short address 
expounding the principles of Islam, and our new brothers and 
sister repeated the Muslim formula of faith. A flash-light 
photograph of the assembly was taken by the representative of 
the Ilochishimbum. Professor Philp Henry Dodge then 
sang his newly composed poem with the whole assembly joining 
him in chorus. 

The Editor of the Islamie Fraternity introduces this trio 
of believers to their brethren-in-faith in other parts of the 
world, in the following words:-

Baron Ali Kentaro Hiki is the lineal descendant of the famous 
lemon Hiki of the Japanese history, who was the first Lord of 
Ka.nagawa of the province of Okayama in the time of Toku
gawa Sbognate and who was considered as an ideal warrior, 
being at once wise and brave. Baron Hiki has established a. 

middle school at Kanagawa-his former domains-for the bene
fit of his retainers' children, whom he gives modern education. 
He takes personal interestl in the affairs of the school and main
tains the position of the directorsihp of the institution. He be
came interested in Islam through the interest his daughter and 
son-in-law took in it. He came to the conclusion that Islam was 
the religion best suited to the Japanese people in general and 
the Japanese soldiers in particular. His daughter, Fatimeh 
Yaau Ha.ta.no, is a highly educated and polished young lady. 
Mr. Hasan U. Ha.ta.no is a bright and upright young man with 
an intelligent expression, polishod manners and refined sentiments. 
He graduated in Japanese as well as Chinese classics, while he 
was only nineteen years of age. He possesses ample gifts or 
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head and heart. Hence his writings contain the feast of reason 
and the flow of soul. He bas written more than twenty books 
which have brought him not a little material reward along with a 
literary fame. He publishes a small monthly magazine ea lled 
''Gunjin--the warrior." Among his books "The .Military History" 
1s much appreciated. 

When we took the present house for our residence 3, little 
less than two years ago, Mr. Hatano, who is our neighbour, 

became acquainted with us. He rendered us all possible 

assistance in solving difficulties that arose from time to time 
through our want of Japanese language. On many occasions he 
acted as an interpreter, when we happened to address Japanese 
audience. Thus he began to study Islamic literature and to 
contribute at our request, articles on Islam to the "Great East,'' 
an organ of "the Japanese Asiatic Society." He was soon struck 
by the simplicity of the Islamic creed. The turning point, 
however, was only reached when be came to know that suicide 
was a rare thing among the followers of the Prophet of Arabia. 
He said : "this is the religion for me ; I will try my best to 
introduce it among my countrymen, to save the community from 
the curse of suicide, which claims thusands of victims annually 
from this, otherwise, happy land of the cherry-blossom and 
chrysanthemum." 

It is our earnest prayer that our new brothers and sister 

in faith may live as trne Muslims to the end of their lives, 
that God may reveal the truth of Islam to their fellow-country
men and that the sun of Islam may rise in full splendour on 
the Land of the Rising Sun. Amen I 

Girl Buried Alive. 
In pre-Islamic Arabia, as in Arya Varta, people were in 

the habit of burying their daughters alive. One word of the 
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Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
was sufficient to sweep away this inhuman bun deep-rooted 
practic~ from the soil of Arabia. In India however this 
revolting custom survives to this day. There have appeared 
quite a host of reformers in different parts of India who have 
preached against it. The Government has enacted law15 
forbidding it. The light of education has spread even to the 
remotest c.::.rners of India. But all these influences combined 
have not been able to accomplish what a single word from 
the mouth of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 

of God be upon him) effected at a time when the world was 
plunged in profound darkness. Every now and then we hear 
of innocent children having been murdered in cold blood by 
pious Hindus, and there must be many more cases which never 

come to lighb. 

The Sessions Judge of Mirzapur has only recently passed 
the sentence of death on one Raghunandan for the murder 
of a Hindu girl under peculiar circumstances. 

It appears that the deceased was gathering firewood with 
other girlo in a forest when the prisoner, after driving off the 
others, knocked the deceased down, took her up under his arms 
and carried her, screaming, to a pit which he had been digging. 
He put down the girl in the pit and called out three times '' Hail, 
Mahabir ! Hail, black goddess ! Hail, Bindachal ! I am offering 
you sacrifice." He then picked up two stones and threw one on 
on her back and one on her head as she was in the pit and 
covered her with earth. On getting information, the girl's 
mother with some other persons went to the place and found the 
appellant pressing down the earth with his feet. As they all 
approached he advanced towards them with a stick over his 
shoulders calling out very loudly ''Hail, black goddess! Hail 
Bindachal ! Hail Mahabir !" He raised the stick in his hand and 
moved to and fro, calling out "This is my sacred place; don't 
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approach.'' The murderer was then arrested. Ho seemed insane 
to the police, but when kept under observation was found 

thoroughly aware of all that he was doing. Re was tried and 
sentenced to death. 

To us the greatest good that the British Government has 

done to the natives of India. is the prohibition of the murder 

of innocent children, a. practice sanctiified by the sanction of 
the Hindu religion. It will interest the readers to learn that 
the prohibition of this 6.endi~h practice by the British Govern
ment has been referred to in the Holy Quran as one of the 
signs of the latter-days-the da.ys of the Promised Messiah. 
The verse occurs in Sura lxxxi, and runs thus:-

hAnd when the girl that is buried alive shall be 
questioned, For what crime was she put to death.'' 



ISLAM: 
Hl~R MORAL AND SPIRI1'UAL VALUE. 

ByM 
ARTHUR 

GLYN 

AMEER ALI 

says of thia 1·emarhable booh: 

LEON ARD. "Major Leonnrd has dealt with 
Author of this subject in the broadest of 

''The spirits, he h:1s grasped the real 
Lower Niger , spirit of Islnm, and has In.id the 

and its world of literature under a debt 

Price 
2-6 

Net, 
Post free 
With n 
st,riking 

Foreword by 
SYED 

AMEER AI l 
'I1r1·bes.'' b h. d . bi h y 1s a m1ra o monograp :u .A,, c.r. R, 

Price on 11, peculiarly important and A nthor of 
2•6 interesting snbject,.'' I ''The Spirit, 
Net. ____________ , of Isll\m." 

LUZAO & Co. have a lage stock of Orif1ntal lit,eratnrA, of 
which they issue periodically lists and catalogues, which aro sf'nt 
gratis on application. Latest catalogue issued. 

Bibliotheca Orientalis VII.-Being a cat:\logne of Books on 
the History, Geography, and Languages of British India, Rnrma, 
Ceylon, Persia and Afghanistan, etc. (3462 Nos.) 

LUZAC AND CO,, 
46, GREAT RUSSELL ST., LONDON, 

· ( Publishers to the India O.fficc.) 

THE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS. 
'l1HE REVIE\V OF RELIGIONS is published on the 20th 

of each month and undertakes to refute all objections against 
Islam. It. deals with important religious questions and offors a 
fair and impartial review of the prominent religions of the 
world. It is issued in English as well as Urdu. 

Rates of Subscription. 
Annual Subscription for India ... .. . Rs. 4 (Urdu, Rs. 2,) 

,, ., ,, other counti·ies, f>s. 
Single Copy . . • . . . . .. 6 nnnas or 6d 

Specimen Copy, 4 annas (Urdn, 2 annas.) 
All communications should be addressed to 

THE MANAGER, 
''Review of Religions," 

Qadian, Dist1·iet Gu1·dasp1.1r, India. 
P1·inted at the Artistic Printing \Vorks, Lahore, by M. Baksey 

& Sona, and Published by the Sadr Anjuman-i
Ahmadiyya, Qadian 


	Cover
	The Perfect Religion (Part 2) by Prof. M. Ata-ur-Rahman
	An Address to the Educated Muhammadans by Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din [Part 2 of a lecture delivered at the Muhammadan Educational Conference, Delhi, India, on 4th December 1911]
	An American Doctor of Islam [‘Muhammad, the Founder of an Empire, and of a Religion which is still spreading’ by Dr. A. George Baker — A lecture delivered at the Cooper Literary Institute, Philadelphia in October 1911]
	Notes and Comments:
	The Birth-throes of Mary
	The Object of Ahmad’s [Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad's] Advent
	Islam in Japan
	Girl buried Alive




