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THE TEACHINCS OF ISLAM 
Is an English t,ranslation of the paper written by the late 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the Promised Messiah, for the Great 

Religious Conference held at Lahore in Decem her 1896. It 
oontains two hundred pages of learned disquiRitions on the 

following five subjects from a Mn.;lim's point of view, viz., (1) 
the physical, moral and spiritual conditions of man; (2) the state 

Qf man in the life after death; (3) the real object of man's 

existence and the mnrns of its attainment; ( 4) the effect of actions 

in the present life and the life to come; and (5) the sources of 

Divine knowledge. 

'l'he paper contains an expo,;i•ion of Islam, !luch l\'- is noli 
met with in any book Litherto publislwd on Islam in any 
language. F~ven among the bouk,. writ,t,en by the Promised 

Messiah, •'The Teacliiugs of hdam" occupies a unique position. 

It is in fact a comprehensive commentary of the Holy Quran, 
throwing on its teachings and doctrines a light such as Wl-1.8 

never shed before. Late Couut Tolstoy expressed the followiug 

opinion of one of its parts:-•• I approved very much two article,,, 

How to get rid of '::iin' and •the Life to come.' The idea is 
very profound and very true." No ~~ugli:,;h knowing Mussa I

man shonld be without a copy of this valuable book. The 

price of the book is Re. 1-4 or ls. 6d. net, and it can b<l had 

from the Manager, ''Review of Reliyiun.-;,'' <..),adiau, India, or 

Mes;;rs. Luzac and Co., 46, Great Rns~ell St,reet, London, W. 0. 

THF. MANAGlm, 

Review of Religio,u-i, Qadian. 

NOTICE. 
Subscribers are req11ested to quote their Serial No. in all 

their c,lmmunications, otherwise auy delay in complyiug with 
their orders should be excused. 
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Six Stages of the Spiritual and 
Physical Development of Man. 

(A Proof of the Miraculousness of the 
Holy Quran.) 

Wherein lies the mirn.cnlousnoss of the Holy Qurau, is a 
question often put by inquirers. Those not conversant with 
Arabic are unable to appreciate the snpcrnatural elegance of 
the Quranic style, bn t even those whose knowledge of Arabic 

enables them to rPcognise the divine beaut,y of the Quranic 
verses can not be said to he perfectly stmsible of the supernatural 

character of the Holy Quran, for it is not in sty le alone that 
consists the miracle of the Holy Quran. It being the ·word of 
God, it is impossible to define all the phases of its superhuman 

character, but a carefol perusal of the following- rendering of a 

dissertation frorn the' peu of the Promised Messiah will, I hope, 

enable all classes of readers to realise in part in what lies the 

miraculousness of the Holy Qnran. 'l'he discourse will also 
show that the verses of the Holy Qnran are not tbrown together 

without any order, as is often alleged by Ohri8 tian writers, but 
that they are so wisely pe1t togd,her that, their very lirrrmgement 

is an evidence of their divine oriRin. 

In December L£03, the P1omised Messiah published a 
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revelation of bis to the effect: 5°:Ai J Is' ;l) jJ) "A shock of earth• 
quake'' This was followed by another revelation in May 1904, 

which ran thus : le• lsi"' _, lvl="' J l!. <>J l -:.:,,..iJ: '' '.Phe abodes of 
men, both temporary and permanent, shall be razed to the 
ground," The first of these two revelations foretold the 
occurrence of an earthquake in the near future while the second 
described its severity. Not only an earthquake was to occur 
in this country, but it was to be so severe that it was to level 
buildings with the ground. 'l'his prophecy was fulfilled on the 
memorable day of April 4th, 1905, when a terrible earthquake 
turned t-be beautiful valley of Kangra (Punjab) into a wilderness 
of ruins. Certain Mussalmans raised an objection against the 
revelation foretellin~ the destruction of the abodes of men on the 

ground that its wording was identical with a well known line of 
a famous Arabic poem by a poet of the days of ignorance. 
According to them the Word of God should not be like the 
word of man, and therefore the said revelation could not be the 
Word of God. That the words of the revelation were the words 
of the mouth of God was proved beyond question by the fact 
that the prophecy contained therein was literally fulfilled. 
The fulfilment of the prediction was an incontestible proof of 
the fact that the words of the revelation were not borrowed 
from the world-famous Mwillaqa, but that they were the Words 
of Him who knows all the secr,"tr, of the fntnre. 

In reply to the question whether there was any precedent 
to show that the Word of God might coincide with the words of 
a mortal, the Promised Messiah says :-

It is not necessary for us to search the revelations of 
other prophets for such a precedent. The Word of God revealed 
to the Holy Prophet himself sometimes contained the very 

words which had already been uttered by mortal8, A well 
known instance is the concluding portion of the fonrtPEmt,h verse 

of Chapter xxiii, which nms thus:-



1912.) SIX STAGES Oli' THE SPIRITUAL AND P.llYSI01L 
DEVELOPMENT OJ!' MAN. 

267 

,, Blessed, therefore, be God the most excellent of Makers." 
These words were first uttered by Abdullah bin Abi Sarh, and 
then the same words were revealed to the Holy Prophet (m11,y 
peace and the ble8sings of God be upon him) as parb of the Holy 
Quran. The author of the Tafsir Kabeer relates the following 
tradition on good authority :-1

' Abdullah bin Abi Sarh was an 
amanuensis of the Holy Prophet who wrote down the verses of 
the Holy Quran as they were dictated to him by the Holy 
Prophet (on whom be peace and the blessings of God). When 
the verse which ends in the words ;i:.. l lsil..i.. 'yet another make ' 

was dictated to him, he, being struck with wonder, exclaimed : 
1.:J!;u ~J J l.:J.-,,._ I .tl) I JJ t~1; ''Blessed therefore be God, the 

most excellent of Makers." The Holy Prophet (may peace and 
the blessings of God be upon him) asked him to write down the 
words which he had uttered, for they had also been revealed 
bv God. Abdullah became doubtful. He could not understand 
h~w it was possible that God .-,hould have spoken the very 
words which he had spoken and said to himself: " If Muham
mad (may peaee and the blessings of God be upon him) is true 
in his claims, then I too receive the same revelation which be 
does. But if he is false, then there is no good in his faith". 
Then he fled to Mecca, and ac:iording-to soma he died an 
apostate, but according to others he re-accepted Islam on the 
day of the conquest of Mecca.'' 

Here some may ask the question, If the words spoken by 
God may coincide with the words of man, then what; criterion 
is there to distinguish the Word of God from the word of man. 
Our first answer to this question is that, as the Holy Quran 

itself says, in order to establish a criterion, it is necessary that 
the word of man which is to be compared with the Word of God 

l 
should be equal at least to any Sura of the Holy Quran, for the 

Holy Book says: "And if ye be in doubt as to which We have 
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sent down to our Servant, then produce a Sura like unto it, and 

summon your witnesses beside God, if ye are men of truth.'' 

The Holy Quran challenges its adversaries to produce, not an 
ayat (verse) or a Kalima (word) like unto it, but a Sura. It is 

indeed true that the Words of God taken separately wera the 

same that were daily used even by the unbelievers, bnt those very 
words when strung together by the divina hand became a miracle 
on account of their stylistic elegance and other characteristics. 
It is the words of God taken together that make a miracle, nay, 

even the short sentences that are spoken by God are quite 

superior to the words of man for the profound truths that are 
embedded in them. We may not sometimes be able to 

appreciate the deep wisdom em bodied in tl::e Words of God, but 
they are certainly full of wisdom. Tako the verso referred to 

above, viz., "Blessed therefore is God, the best of Makers.'' 

Its unique character at once appears when it is considered along 

with the preceding verses. The whole passage of which the 
verse in question forms the concluding portion is so replete with 
wisdom and truth that no human composition can possibly 
match it. This, I hope, will be admitted by all reasonable men 
after they have perused the following comments on the passsagc. 

It runs thus :-

" Saved are the believers, (1) who humble themselves in 

their prayer, (2) and who keep aloof from that which is vain, (3) 
and who are the doers of alms-deeds, (4) and who re<itrain their 
appetites, (save with their wives, or those whom their right 
hands possess : for in that case verily they shall be free from 
blame: but they whose desires reach further than this,-theso ! 
transgressors they !), (5) and who tend well their trusts and their 

covenants, (6) and who keep strictly to their prayers: these 
shall be the heritors, who shall inherit the paradise, to abide 

therein for ever. 

'-And verily of parLiclcs of clay (protoplasm) did We create 
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man; then (1) We placed him, a. nutja (impregnated ovum) in a 
safe abode; (2) then made We the nutfa a clot of blood; (3) then 
made the clotted blood into a lump of flesh (i.e., a flesh-like subs
tance; (4) then We made in the lump of flesh bones; (5) and We 

clothed the bones with flesh; (6) then We caused it to grow into 
another creation-Blessed therefore be God, the most excellent 
of Makers.'' (xxiii, 1-14.) 

In the foregoing verses, God describes the six stages 
through which man pasrns before he attains perfection both 
physically and spiritually. Both these kinds of development 
have been divided by God into 1oix grades, the sixth grade 
being the last stage in which man attains to the highest limit 
of physical and spiritual development. This correspondence 
between the different stages of physical and spiritual advance
ment has been shown in such an extraordinary way that never 
since man was created had this idea occurred to any mortal. If 
any person had ever before pointed out this wonderful 
agreement between the varions stages of the physical and the 
spiritual development of man, let such a person be named. But no 
one will be able to name such a person. It is the Holy Quran 
alone which brings to light the remarkable parallelism existing 
between the spiritual and bodily development of man which 
shows that both the outer and the inner formatiqn of man is the 
work of one and the same hand, i.e., the hand of God, and the 
mention of this virgin truth by the Holy Quran is a proof of its 
miraculousness. 

The objection has sometimes been raised that the different 
stages of embryonic development described in the Holy Quran do 
not harmonise with the results of modem physiological investi
gation. But this objection is based on a misconception of the 
Quranic passages. 'l'he Holy Quran does not mean to say that God 

fully creates and develops one part of the body in the womb, and 

that having finished this, He begins to create another. Such 
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is not the import of the verses of the Holy Quran. The Divine 
Creator, on the other hand, forms both the external and internal 
organs of man simultaneously. No organs can be said to be made 
before others. But the fact is that at first the whole body of man 
has the appearance of congealed blood ; "then the whole of it 
becomes at one time like a lump of flesh ; then some parts of it 
form into bones; and t,hen the whole becomes invested with 
muscles and skin. It is this covering which makes the human 
body appear comely. At this stage the formation of the human 
frame is completed and it is then that life is breathed into it. 
All these different conditions of the foetus are such as may be 
observed by the external eye and we have seen them with our 

own eyes. 
(Modern investigators have not discovered anything which 

may be said to be opposed to the description given in the Holy 
Quran. The Holy Quran gives the description in a language 
which may oe understood by all. It leaves out technicalities. 
The following statement will help the scientific people to under
stand the text of the Roly Quran :-

The impregnated OVl1ID (nutfa) on its arrival m the cavity 
of the womb by mutual attraction chooses a place for its abode 

in the inner wall of the womb and there it is attached and does 
not flow out with the discharges. It now erodes this spot, and 
produces bleeding, thus making its way into the layers of the 
decidua. It now becomes more and more covered up with 

maternal blood; and blood-vessels forming within this ovum, a 
connection is established between it and ths maternal blood. An 
observer will find it now looking like a mass of congealed blood 
and therefore the Holy Quran calls it alaqa. The word alaqa 
not only means congealed blood but it also signifies an attach
ment or connection with somet,hing else. From the above 
description it will be seen how beautifully the single word alaqa 
describes this stage of the ovum, i.e., its attractions, connections 
and the formatior. of the blood-vessels in it. Next the ovuu .. 
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becomes a blastoderm, which reprctients the next stage called 
muzgha in the Holy Quran, Now this blastoderm, as all 

scientific men know, has three layers, from which all the organs 
of the foetus are developed. The Holy Quran now describes the 
transformation of the layers of the blastoderm by saying that 
He creates bones out of 1nuzgha (mesoblast) and then He covers 
the bones with flesh and skin and other organs (epiblast) and 
then He perfects its creation internally (hypoblast). At this time 
life is breathed into the foetus and t,he mother feels its move
ments in her womb. This occnrs a.bont the fourth month of 
pregnancy. "Blessed is therefore God, the most excellent of 
Creators." See investigations by Peters, Leopold, Spee and 
Reichert. Editor R.R.) 

As 1 have said already, the passage qnoted above describes 
the six stages of the physical and spiritual development of man. 
The initial stage of the spiritual advancement of man is described 

in the words: "who humble themselves in their prayer," i.e., who 
assume an attitude of humility and submission while offering 
their prayers and supplications to God. The stage of physical 
development corresponding- to the first stage of spiritual progress 
is mentioned in the verso "'fhen '\"Ve placPd him, in the form of 
an impregnated ovum, in n. safo abode," i.e., t,he inn<'r wall of 
the womb. Thns the first, stage in the physical creat,ion of man, 
after the creation of Adam, is, according t-,o the description of the 
Holy Quran, nutfa, or the impregnated ovum. It is apparent 

that nutfa is a seed which combines in itself on a miniature scale 
all the faculties, properties, external and internal organs, and all 
features that become apparent on a large scale in the fifth 
stage of physical development and which receive a finishing touch 
in the sixth stage. (For these stages vide the passages quoted 
above). But in spite of t,his, the nutfa is more exposed to 
danger than the embryo in its more advanced stages. It is only 

like a seed which hn,s just been cast into the ground and which 
has yet formed no connection with its environments. The 
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attraction of the worn b has not yet given it a proper place of 

development, and it, is liable to flow ont and be destroyed in the 

passages of the organs of generation like a S8ed that falls on 
rocky ground, The ovum may be deficient in vitality and have no 

capability for attraction by the wall of the womb. It may be like a 
dead thing which is devoid of all life. It may be like a worm-eaten 

seed which can not grow even when it is cast in a fertile soil. In 
short, there are many ca11ses, too many to be mentioned here 

which may prevent the ovnm from finding a nidus in the uterus 

and from being bennfitted by its attraction and nutriment. 

Its case is in every re~ pect like thi, se12d of plants which is 
sometimes t.rnmpled under foot, is picked np by birds or is 

destroyed owing to any other accident. 

What is true of the germ of life which forms the initial 

stage in the physical development of man is equally true of the 

first stage iu our spiritual progress. 'l'he first stage in the 

spiritual journey of man iR that condition of humility, tenderness 

and lowliness in which n. believer prnys to Ood. His heart is 

melted, his son1 is hnm blrd, rmrl he offers his supplications to 

God most fervent,ly with trars in hi:s o_vcc;. Overnwe<l with the 

Majesty of God, hi.;; her1rt t,nrns to its Creator with great humi
lity. It is to this state t,h,1t, the firsr. Vc'r.se of the above passage 

refers. It,; says: '' Saved arc th,; believers that humble 

themselves in their praye,." '!'his st.atc of the son! which has 

been described above, is !,he first milestone iu the spiritual 
journey of a believer. In other wt1rds it j,i the seed which is 

cast in the soul of man and it comprises in an undeveloped form 

all the features whi'.!h reveal themselves in the most attractive 

form in the last two stages of spiritual advancement. As the 

nutfa is the first stage in the physical development of man, so 

humility in prayer is the initial r;tage in the spiritual journey. 

It is for this reason that the Holy Qnmn, while describing the 

various characteristics of a believer gives hnmility iu prayer 



1912.) SIX STAGES OF TRE SPIRITUAL AND PHYSICAL 
DEVELOPMENT OF MAN, 

278 

the first place in the list; and similarly it puts the verse "We 
placed him, a nutf a, in a safe abode'' in the beginning of 

the verses describing the various degrees of embryonic deve• 

lopment. This it does to draw the attention of the reader to 

the fact that humility in prayer bears the same relation to the 
development of the spiritual side of man which the impregnated 

ovum does to the growth of the embryo. Just as the nutfa 

marks the beginning of the formation of the foetus, so with 

humility in prayer commences the forward journey of a 

spiritual wayfarer. The very arrangement of the verses suggests 
the fact that humility in prayer is like a seed out of which is 
developed the spiritual aspect of man, and that there are hidden 
in it all the spiritual powers, attributes and characteristics that 
become apparent in the perfect man. And just as the nutfa 
iR in a prec.uious condition nnt,il it forms connection with 

rihrn (womb), similarly humility in prayer is exposed to 
constant risk until the man forms spiritual connection with 

Rahim or the Merciful. In the formula which stands at the 

head of every Sm•a of the Holy Quran, God names two attributes 
of His, viz., Rahman and Rahim. The favours of God which 

we receive without h,wing done anything to deserve them are 
due to the Rah1naniyyat of Goel. 'l'hc makiug of heavens and 

earth for instance, which are of such sel'vice to mankind, and 

even the making of man are the manifestations of Rahmaniyyat, 
But the good which we receive in return for any action or 
exertion on our part is to be a8cribed to the Rahimiyyat of 

God. Such iR the law of God with regard to man. 1'hus when 

a man humbles himself in prayer, he makes himself capable of 
receiving the favours of the Rahim or Merciful God. Just as the 
ovum needs the attrn.ct,ion of ·J'ihm (womb), similarly, humility in 

prayer stands in need of the ::it.traction of t,lw Rahi1n or Merciful. 
And just as the uvum is liable to he de➔troyed befoi·e it fot·ms 

connection with the womb, Rimilarly the first state of the 
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spiritual man is liable to pass away before he is drawn to God. 
lb is our daily observation that many men at first cry in their 
prayers, fall into a flt of religious frenzy, utter loud cries • 
display wild excitement in their love of God, and act like 
distracted lovers, but as they form no real connection with that 

Gracious Being whose name is Merciful, and as they are not 
drawn towards Him by the attraction of His special manifesta
tion, hence all their excitement and frenzy is transitory, and it 
is nob unoften that their foot slips and their last state is worse 

than the first. The analogy between the ovum which is the first 

stage in the development of the physical frame, and the state of 
humility which is the initial step in spiritual advancement is 
very inter1o1sting indeed. A8 the former is of no account unless 

the attraction of ril1m (womb) cnmes to its assistanne, 
similarly the fatter is of no use unless the attraction of the 
Rahim (Merciful God) take the spiritual wayfarer by the hand, 
Therefore you will find thousands of men who once felt a pleasure 
in prayer and the rcmembranr.c of God, offered their supplica• 
tions with tears in their eyes and witih land cryin[{, but afoerwards 

such a curse overtook their souls t,hat t,hey at once sank into 
worldliness and gave themselves np to r.arnal pnrsuits, completely 
destroying their original 'ltatP of mind, A man in the first stage 

of spiritual advanf'emrnt is in a preenion9 r.ondit,ion, for the 
condition of humility which characterises the first, stage is liable 
to pass away before he i,; drawn by the mercy of God, Just 
as thousands of Rpcrma arc dest,royBd wit,ho1.1t forming connection 

with rihrn (womb), similarly there are thousands of men who are 
humble in their prayers, bnt they have no connection with the 
rahi1n or Merciful God and their humility comes to nothing. 
Some ignorant perHons are so deceived by a few days of weeping 
and crying and falling into fits of religious frenzy and by their 
humility in prayers th11t they begin to count themselves amonggt 
the elent. of God, while in rr;nlity they are yet as far from 
att.ainiug spiritual perfe~tion 11s t,he ovqm is from a fully 
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developed human body. It is pity that a world has been ruined 

by such vain imaginations. It should be remembered that 
humility in prayers, which is the first stage in spiritual advance
ment is like the ovum liable to perish through various causes. 
One of these causes is its inherent unsoundness. For instance 

that humility may have a mixture of idolatry, innovation or 
vanity. The person may be under the dominion of carnal 
passions and impure worldly desires. Humility in prayer when 
accompanied by such impurities can not bring a person into 

touch with the Merciful God. It is for this reason that the 
humility of the Hindu Yogi and the meekness of the Christian 
priest does them no good. They may carry their penance to 
such length that their bodies are reduced to skeletons, still the 
Merciful God forms no connection with them, for their humility 
has an inherent unsoundness in it. There are many dervishes 
in Islam who abandon the teachings of the Holy Quran and get 
involved in many un-Is)amic practices, so much so that they 

think it no disgrace to use Indian hemp drugs and even wine 
and freely indulge in other vices. As their condition bas no 

relation with the Merciful God, but i8 obnoxious to liim, therefore 
in spite of their working themselves into a state of trance and 

notwithstanding their dances and songs, &c., they enjoy no 
connection with the Merciful. Their condition is like that of 
the ovum that has lost its vitality as a result of syphilis, 
leprosy, &c., and has no aptitude for forming connection with the 

rihm (womb). In short the laws governing the formation of 
connection with the rihm (womb) and the Rahim (Merciful God) 
are similar, only they are physical in the once case and spiritual 

in the other. Just as the ovum is no longer capable of forming 
connection with rihm (womb) and of being attracted by it 
owing to some inherent unAotmdneAs, similarly the state of 
humility when tainted with such impurities as vanity, conceit 
love of display, or some form of error or idolatry is unworthy 
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of union with the Rahim (or Merciful God). The whole 
excellence of humility (which is the first stage in spiritual 
advancement) depends on connection with the Rahim (Merciful 
God) just as the whole excellence of the ovum depends on its 
connection with the rihm (or womb). 

It should ever be borne in mind that the bliss or pleasure 
which one sometimes feels in his prayer is no sure evidence of 
the fact that the person who feels the pleasure really enjoys 
close connection with God, just as the pleasure which one feels 
when making love to one's wife is no evidance of the ovum 
having formed connection with the rihm (or womb). True, even 
the idolaters feel a sort of satisfaction when adoring their false 
gods, but the pleasure which they feel in so doing is liirn the 

pleasure experienced by a fornicator. 

We have now pointed out the similarity between the 

SECOND STAGE, 
condition of humility and lowliness in 
prayer, which is the initial stage in the 

spiritual growth of man, and the ovum which is the first 
stage in the formation of the human body. Similarly the 
second stage in the spiritual journey bears a remarkable 
t'esemblauce to the second step in the formation of the human 
frame. As we have already said, the second rung in the 
spiritual ladder ls that to which reference is made in the verse : 
,, And who keep aloof from that which is vain." (xxiii, 3). The 
verse means that true believers are those who avoid vain W()rds 
vain deeds, vain company, and vain relations. Corresponding 

to this, the second step in the development of the human body 

is what the Holy Quran speaks of as alaq_a (a clot of blood). The 
verse runs thus:-" Then made We the ovum a clot of blood'' 

i.e., We preserved in from being destroyed and it formed blood 
connections with the womb and was turned into au alaqa. 
Before this, it was in a precarious condition and it was not known 

whether it would develop into a foetus or come to nought. But 
af~er it formed blood connections with the womb and became au 
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alaqa it was preserved from being destroyed. It now under

went a change, i. e., it assumed the form of congealed blood and 
became of thicker consistency. Its connection (ilaqa) with the 

womb was established, hence it was called alaqa (a word coming 

from a root signifying connection or relation). In this stage 

only can a woman be called pregnant. The womb now takes 

over the preservation and development of this ovum, but the 

latter is still surrounded with blood, and is not yet purified. 

Only it has been preserved from destruction owing to its 

connection with the womb, and unlike other seminal fluids which 
uselessly flow out and pollute the clothes, it has been saved from 
coming to naught. But it was yet like a clotJ of blood stil I 
infected with slight impurity, and had it not been for its 
connection with uterus, it :night have flowed out of the organs 

of generation. The special preserving power, however, of uterus 

bas by its blood connections saved it from destruction. On account 
of this connection it is called alaqa, a word which originally 

signifies connection. The uterus had no special connection with 
it before, but it is now protected ; its original instability has 

been taken away from it, and it has become of thicker 

consistency. 

Corresponding to alaqa which is the second stage in the 
development of the foetus is that spiritual condition which has 

been described in the verse : "And who keep aloof from that 
which is vain," i. e., saved are those believers who avoid vain 
actions, vain words, vain company, vain relations and vain 

passions. Their faith now becomes sufficiently strong to enable 

them to shun these things. There ii an improvement in their spiri
tual condition so that they have some connection with the Rahim 
(Merciful God), just as the impregnated ovum establishes some 

connection with the uterus when it reaches the alaqa stage. In 
this second stage of spiritual advancement, the connection which 

a person has with God is like the connection which the ovum 
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establishes with the uterus on reaching the second stage. Just 
as it is impossible to get rid of vain relations and vain pursuits 
until one reaches the second stage of spiritual advancement, 

mere humility and lowliness being liable to failure, similarly 
the ovum may come to naught before it is formed into alaqa. 
The second stage in the spiritual journey, i.e., keeping aloof 
from all vain words, deeds, relations and passions, is attained 
only when man forms connection with the Rahirn (Merciful), 
for it is this connection only which enables a person to sever 
other connections and saves him from ruin. A person may 
humble himself in his prayers, but this humility cannot make 
him proof against vain words and deeds, until he forms con• 
nection with God, which is the second step in lihe course of 
spiritual progress. 

Thus, the verse •• And who keep aloof from that which is 
vain'' means only this that true believers are those who cut 
asunder all vain relations, for to sever vain connections leads one 
to form connection with God. Those who turn their minds away 
from the vain things of this world must naturally turn their 
minds to God. Man has been made to eternally adore God; 
the love of God bas been implanted in his very nature, hence 
his soul bas an eternal connection with its Maker. It is to this 
connection that the iloly Quran refers when it says: God 
said (to the souls) "Am I not your Lord"? They ~mid," We 
witness it." The connection which one makes with the Merciful 

by me1ms of prayer and worship aud which enables him to 
shun vain deeds and vain company is no new connection. It 
is but an expression of the innate connection which the soul 
of man has with God. 

I have already said that the state of humility and lowliness 
is by no means a sure indication of a person's connection with 
God. Sometimes even wicked men become humble by wifi. 
nessing some sign of the wrath of God, though they have no 
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connection with Him. When, for instance, the disastrous earth
quake of April 4th, 1905, occurred, millions of men became so 
humble at that time that they did nothing but weep and utter 
the name of God as long as the earthquake lasted. Even the 

atheists forgot their doctrines then. But when the earthquake 
ended and the earth became quiet, the state of humility 

vanished, and I have heard that the atheists who had begun 
to call upon God during the earthquake, insolently remarked 
afterwards that really there was no God and that they had 
called upon Hi.m by mistake, being overawed by the earth
quake, In short, the state of humility may be attended by 
many impurities. It is indeed like a seed for all fntnre per

fections but to take this st,ate for perfection itself ir,; a delusion. 
There is another stage after it which a believer must earnestly 
seek and he should not stop nor languish until he attains it. 
This stage has been thus described by the Holy Quran : 
"And who keep aloof from all that is vain." Thus believers are 

those who not only humble themselves in prayer but also avoid 
every vain word and deed. They do not allow their humility 
to be destroyed by indnlging in idle deeds and light talk, 
but feel an avernion for t,hern. This aversion of !,heirs is a sign 
of t,he faet, t,hal, f,hey have formed eonnection wit,ll God, for a 

per,mn ca11 turn his lmr:k on one si1le only when Im has some 

relations with the other side. But the conn0ction which a 

person has with God in the second stage and which makes him 
shun vain things and fruitless pursuits is only a slight connec
tion, for in this stage though he severs his connection with vain 

things, yet his mind is still bent on the necessaries as well as 
the comforts of life, and therefore, he is not totally free from 
all taint of impurity. Hence God compares this state to alaqa, 
which is still tainted with the impurity of blood. The defect in 

the second stag0, of spiritual advaneoment is that the persons 
in this stage are not completely possessed wit,h the fear of God 
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and the majesty and glory of God do not fully inspire their 

minds with awe. Hence they are able to forsake only vain 
things, and that is all. Having formed a slight connection 
with God they abandon what il:l useles~ and vain, but they 
can not for God's sake forsake those things which are the 
essential concomitants of a life of pleasure. This shows that the 
mere giving up of vain pursuits is not a thing which may be 
said to be highly commendable. It is only an inferior state of 
a believer, though it is higher than humility. 

Next comes the third stage in the journey of a spiritual 

THIRD STAGE, 
wayfarer, which corresponds to the third 
stage in the physical development of man. 

The latter has been thus described in the Holy Quran : "Then 
made We the alaqa into a flesh-like substance (i.e., Blastoderm). 
In this stage the physical frame of man is freed from impurity 
and it becomes pnrer and firmer in consistency. Similar is the 
condition of man in his t,hird stage of spiritual advancement. 
1'his stage is referred to in the verse, "And who are the doers 

of alms-deeds." i.e., a true believer not only shuns vain things 
but also goes beyond this and in order to cleanse himself of 

the impurity of miserliness which is to be found naturally in 
all human beings he gives alms, i.e., spends a portion of his 

property in the way of God. The word zakat (alms) literally 
signifies purification, and alms are called zalcat in Islam because 
they purify the almsgiver of the filth of miserliness. Everbody 
haR a natural love for his property, and when in obedience to 
divine commandment a person gives away a part of his property 
be becomes cleansed of the dross of parsimony and stinginess. 
When the filth of parsimoniousness is removed, he becoming 

purer acquires an affinity to God who is pure. 'l'his condition 
is not attained in the first two stages. Mere humility or 
abstention from vain words and v,tin actions may be found in 

a person who has st,ill the t,aint of miserliness in him. But 



1912.) SIX STAGES OF THE SPIRITUAL AND PHYSICAL 

DEVELOPMENT OF MAN, 
!81 

when a person for God's sake gives away his substance on which 
depends his very existence and which he had acquired with the 
sweat of the brow, then the impurity of miserlinelils is removed 

and at the same time there appears a solidity and firmness 
in his faith. The two preceding stages are not marked by such 
purity, but there is a hidden impurity in them. One who keeps 
aloof from vain pursuits practises only a negative virtue in as 
much as he merely abstains from an evil. Again than negative 
virtue also is not of a very high order, for the evil which he 
avoids is not such as may be rndispensable to his existence and 
he feels it no burden to abandon it. But to give one's substance 
which one has earned with the sweat of the brow, and that only 
to win the pleasure of God, is a positive virtue which washes 
away that greatest of impurities-miserliness. Thus this third 
stage of spiritual advancement is superior to the first two stages. 
and the stage of physical developmenb that correspondens to thi; 
stage has been called JJ1uzgha (Blastoderm) in the Holy Quran. 
The Muzgha stage, like the corresponding spiritual stage, is 
superior to the first two stages in the formation of the foetus, viz., 
nutfa and alaqa. The latter have slight impurity in them, but 
the former is free from impurity. It is in a more advanced and 
purer condition than niitfa and alaqa, is mo;-e strongly attached 
to the uterus and is marked by greater· consistency and solidity, 
Similar is the case of the third spiritual grade described in the 

verse, ''And who are the doers of alms-deeds.'' This 
spiritual stage also is marked by three characteristics which 
correspond to the three characteristics of the muzgha stage, 
In this stage a person, in order to rid himself of miserliness, 

voluntarily spends a portion of his property in the way of God 

and gives to others what he has earned with great labour, and 
therefore he is in a more aJvanced stage than one who merely 

keeps aloof from fruitless pursuits, and by so doing he clearly 

purifies himself of the filth of miserliness. Secondly, hie 
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connection with God becomes more firm, for it is more difficult 
to part with one's property than to abandon vain things and 
therefore as the spending of one's substance involves greater 
exertion, it brings a man nearer to God. Thirdly, the perfor
mance of a more difficult task is followed by greater firmnes~ 
and solidity in faith. 

Next comes the fourt,h stage of spiritual progress, to which 

FouRTH STAGE. the Holy l'.~uran refers by saying, ''And who 
restrain their appetites" i.e., men who go 

beyond the third stage are those who refrain from self-indulgencjl 

and voluptuousness. A man who protects himself against carnal 
passions and illicit pleasure is better than the man in the third 
stage of spiritual advancement, for the latter only gives his 
substance which is very dear to him, in the way of God, while 
the former abandons his passions which are dearer to him than 
even his substance. Man so loves carnal pleasure that he pours 
forth his money like water in order to gratify his sensual 
appetites. l:ie squanders thousands of rupees for the satisfaction 
of his fleshly lust. lie docs not care a bit for his money ifhe can 
slake his carnal appetite. There are men who are so stingy that 
they will not give even a copper coin to a poor man but; they 
will give thousands of rupees to a woman of the town. From 
this it appears that the torrent of fleshly passions is so strong 
that it carries before it even the filth of miserliness. Thus it is 
apparent that the faith which enables one to withstand the 
storm of lustful passions is much stronger, more durable and 
better able to resist the devil than the faith which overcomes 
miserliness and enables a person to spend his substance in the 
way of God, for the former tramples under foot the old dragon, 
the disobedient soul. Miserliness disappears when one is under 
the sway of bis carnal passions; it also disappears on occasions 
of display and ostentation when one spends his money for show. 

But the storm of fleshly appetites is very terrible and long
euduring and only he can withstand it whom the mercy of God 
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takes by the hand. And just as the bone is the hardest and the 
the most long-lived of the body, similarly that faith which 

gives a believer power to hold his own against the violent storm 
of fleshly passions must be exceptionally strong and enduring 
so that it may successfully and steadfastly oppose such a 
powerful adversary. But faith, however strong, can stem the 

wild torrent of sensual passions only when it is aided by the 
mercy of God. The flood of carnal passions is such a terrible 
and havoc-working calamity that unless the mercy of God comei;i 
to one's assistance, one cannot but fall a victim to its depre
dations. It was for this reason that Prophet Joseph had to say : 
"Yet I do not absolve myself: verily the heart is prone to evil, 
llave those on which my Lord hath mercy." Almost identical are 
the words which the Holy Quran uses when speaking of the 
flood of the days of Noah, It says: "None shall be secure this 
day from the decree of God, save him on whom He shall have 
mercy.'' The use of almost identical words in both the verses is 
an indication of the fact, that the rising flood of carnal passions 
resembles the deluge of the days of Noah in horribleness and 

vehemence. 

Corresponding to this, the fourth stage of spiritual advance
ment, is that stage of embryonic development which the Holy 
Qurandescribes iu the following word~: "And in the Muzgha (i.e., 
Blastoderm) made We the bones." (of the Mcsoblast) It is evident 
that there is greater solidity iu the bones than in the Muzgha 
which is like a lurup of flesh. The bones are, besides, more 
enduring and their remains can last for thousands of years. 
Thus the similarity between the fourth stage of spiritual 
advancement and the fourth stage of embryonic development 
is apparent. For j nst as in the former, a believer is stronger 
and firmer in faith and has greater connection with God than 
in the third stage, similarly in the latter, the embroy att,ains 
greater solidity (bones beiug more solid than a piece of flesh) 
and its connection with the womb is also firmer than in the 
previous stage of fetal development,. To be continued. 
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Islam in England, 
BY KHALID SHELDRAKE EFFENDI 

' Hon. Vice-President, The Islamic Society, London. 
PART I. 

Up to the present no account has been written of the 
introduction of Islam into Great Britain, and many people 
imagine that here no Mussalman community, other than 
Oriental students and merchants, exists. Knowledge of Islam 
first reached England through French and Latin sources, the 
accounts being carefully misrepresented by the Romish 
ecclesiastics. First we find Muhammad referred to as a God, 
and a hymn was invented which Muslims were supposed to 
sing which was preserved by the historian Ordericus Vitalis 
and runs as follows :--''Praise be to Mahomet our God: sound 
the gla.d timbrels and offer him victims, that our terrible 
enemies may be overcome and perish.'' According to Roger of 

Wendover in ''Flowers of History," Vol. I, the abhorrence for pork 

is explained in this manner, the grossest blasphemy possible:
Muhammad being intoxicated with wine be fell on a dung heap 
and swine ate portions of his body. These were the stories 
which were scattered broadcast to poison the minds of English

men against Islam. Then we find that our Holy Prophet is 
referred to ai an idol named Mahound in which an evil spirit 
resided and was consulted as an oracle by the Saracenic armies. 

The historical confusion here is amusing; among others Caesar 
Augustus, Oaiaphas and Pilate were the ''zealous devotees of 
Mahound and Satan when in difficulties calls upon Mahound 

for help as follows:-"Owt ay ! herrowe ! help Mahound. Nowe 
wer I woode oute of my witte." Also Saracens were supposed 

to worship a trinity composed of ''l\fahound, A polyn and 
Termagant." It is stated that Muslims and "their prophet 
worshipped Venus for a goddess. Whence the Saracens hold 
friday in great honour." 'l'lwse fables and legends perpetuated 
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by the Roman Catholic Church were followed by the Reformers 
who placed Muhammad as a 'false prophet,' 'friend of the Pope' 

and Martin Luther in his wrath exclaims: ''Oh fie for shame, 
you horrid D.,vil you damned Mahomet!'' The Pope retaliated 
by accusing the Lutherans of accepting Islam, and Henry VIII 
of England and Martin Luther were named as Mos]ems. I 
must here quote a verse from a hymn written in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth by Robert Wisdom invoking aid againsb both 
Pope and Turk.-

"Preserve us Lord by thy dear word 
From Turk and Pope defend us Lord 
Which both would thrust out of his throne 
Ollr Lord Jesus Christ, thy dear son. 

John Bale (1495-1563) Bishop of Ossory says, speaking of 
the Pope and Muhammad, ''They murder men without measure, 
are the malignant ministers of Satan del'lying the Lord which 
hath redeemed them." Thus we can see the lamentable 
ignorance which was displayed by Englishmen and Europeans 
in general ab:mt Islam and our Holy Prophet. However, even 
in these days, we have record of men who, refusing to believe 
without personal investigation, studied Islam and became 
Muslims. I will quote from Luther's ''Alcoran" 1642, Chapter 
xxxi. One was "Bernardinns Ochinus, another Adam Neuserus the 
Pastor of Heidelberg with Andreas V olanus an eminent Protes
tant and many others." These conversions filled the LuLheran 
Church with apprehension and the vilest epithets were burled 
at Islam and the Turks. He is referred to as the Beast of the 
Revelations, Antichrist, Arabian Swine, and they translate his 
name to mean Indignation and Fury {Sir Walter Releigh 1637.) 

So on through the following centuries until English people 
came to believe that Muhammad (on whom be peace) was a 

vile impostor. Only one book was written in defence of Islam 
and so great was the persecution and intolerance of the age 
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1673 that its author, Dr. Henry Stubhes, dared not publish his 
manuscript, This passed from one hand to another until last 
year it was published by the Islamic Society, being edited in a 
splendidly scholarly manner by Hafiz Mahmud Khan Shairani, 
the late Secretary of the Society, causing a sensation on its 
appearance, In later years many thousands of works have 
appeared on Islam and as they will be quite familiar to the 
reader, I will not quote more than one or two as all are prac
tically as biassed as the older works on the subject. Sir 
William Muir's " Life'' is quite well known for its bitter attack, 
but as a refreshing change we haYe Professor 'r. W. Arnold's 
"Preaching of Islam " which is a splendid book giving true 
historical facts-I wish that a cheaper edition might be issued. 
One of the best books for a student is Edwin Johnston's .. Rise 
of Christendom," The author never states that he was a Muslim, 
but on reading his monumental work one can only conclude that 
his investigations must have made him accept ' 1the Faith most 
excellent," I will here leave the subject of Islamic Literature 
in England and will turn my attention to the 19th century 
which saw the standard of Islam raised on high openly, never 
to be furled again, whilst English Muslims live to fight the 
battles of our Holy Faith." 

PART II. 

Although con versions to Islam have, in consequence of the 
gross misrepresentation, been few in days gone by yet the end 
of the last century saw the beginning of a ~reat cho.nge. Here 

and there writers cautiou'lly speak in favour of Islam and 
encourage its study and the re-action has led many to enquire 
more deeply with t,he result that many openly admitted their 
conversion. 'l'o have done so in days gone by meant death by 

a slow fire, or at the least to be placed under a social ban. The 
first organised Islamic community was founded at Liverpool 
by an English Solicitor (who had accepted Islam in Algeria) 
named W. H. Quilliam in 1881. He took the name of Abdullah 
and subseqnently was rec:C'ived often by the late Sqltf\n of 
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Turkey who decorated both his family and himself and conferred 
the title of Bey upon him. I knew Quilliam well, and as many 
people have spoken ill of him, I will endeavour to give you 
some idea of the struggles and hardships he underwent for 
Islam. He was a charming personality, full of wit and repartee, 
kind and patient-be was known in Liverpool as "The Poor 
Man's Solicitor" as on scores of occasions he fought cases for men 
who were penniless and charged no fee. He was a learned 
man, an emi:aent Geologist and linguist, and President of many 
Manx and Liverpool Guilds and Societies. His book on the 
Antiquities of the Isle of Man is a standard work. Aitihough, 
unfortunately, he is no longer with us, having committed a 

technical offence though not in any way a criminal one, and 
I who know the facts of the case consider him morally justified 
in his action which only showed very eloquently the superiority 
of the Islamic legal code over that in use in England at the 
present day which is far from reaching the standard laid down 
by our Holy Prophet 1300 years ago. He was the author of 
the "Faith of Islam,'' ''Footprints of the Past," ''The Religion 
of the Sword," "Studies in Islam" and many others. He edited 
the "Crescent'' and "The Islamic 'World'' which he kept up out 
of his own pocket. He opened the Mosque and Lecture Hall and 
contributions were sent from all parts of the Muslim world. For 
25 years he lectured and wrote for Islam. The mosque windows 
have been Emashed by stones week after week and he was 
insulted on every possible occasion. He boldly defended Islam 
when quite alone at the Liverpool Town Hall in 1903 in a most 
brilliant speech which was reported not only by English papers 
but Continental as well. His example was followed by many. 
The cause of Islam is still upheld in Liverpool by a devoted 
band under F. Djaffer Mortimore, aided by Prof. Stephen, Hasan 
Arculli and Resched P. Stanley {Late Mayor of Staleybridge). 
My readers will quickly recognise the name of Yehya-en-Nasr 
Parkinson, F. G. S., he was one of Sheikh Abdullah Quilliam's 
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converts and he is a great gain to Islam as his fluent pen is 
always active in its s~rvice and as a poet he emulates those well
known Arab poets whose works are the delight of the Muslims 

to-day. I am liappy to count him as a brother and friend. 
Islamic communities exist to-day in Edinburgh, Bristol, Glasgow, 
Oxford, Cambridge, Manchester, and Cardiff. A Christian paper 
estimates the total number of English Scotch Muslims at 2,000 
and the "Freethinker" commenting on this shows that this is 
more than all the conversions that have ever been made from 
Islam to Christianity, notwithstanding the fact that Christianity 
has spent millions on missions and Bibles, and have the whole 
weight of the European armies and navies behind them, whereas 

conversions to Islam are not owing to any aggressive propaganda 
but due to private zeal and independent study. Coming t~ 
London we have a semi-social body, 'The Islamic Society,' of 
which I have the honour to be Hon. Vice. President. This 
can hardly be called an English Society as its members are 
principally Indians, Egyptians, and Ottomans, but it does 

splendid social work by keeping the Muslim elements together 
and by providing a centre for the keeping of the fasts and 
festivals of our Holy Faith. It was founded by Dr. Abdullah 

Al Malllun Suhrawardy who was the first Muslim with whom 
I came into personal contact. He worked splendidly and edited 
that splendid little paper, ''Light of the World.'' He is to my 
mind a living example of Islam. Another great worker for 
Islam was S. B. Ahmad, B. A., of Hyderabad, Deccan, who by 
his prudence and wise counsel helped us through many a stormy 
passage. The late Secretary Hafiz Mahmud Shairani has worked 
for Islam very hard indeed and those who know him well 

appreciate his tasks. To fight almost alone in the very citadel 

of the enemy requires even the best moral courage, and Muslims 
who live in a Muslim land can never understand our enormous 
difficulties. The Library of .Mr. Shairani is catalogued with the 
great English collections, and he has spent a great deal to obtain 
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his valuable works which are of such great value to us. I, 
personally, can only speak but little of myself; but I try to 

live a true Muslim life at variance with my nearest and dearest 
relatives on account of my acceptance of Islam. I try to soften 
that displeasure by following the example of our Holy Prophet 

(on whom be peace). I speak on many public platforms in 
defence of Islam and often addrQsS the newspapers who cautiously 
accept a few of my articles. My friend and helper is a recent 
convert to Islam Mr. Omar Flight, another is Mr, Ahmad 
Browning also a convert. I was asked to assume the leadership 
of the English Muslims which I did after caNful thought, 

Such is the progress of Islam at the present day in England. 

We have an up-hill fight but we are not discouraged, Allah helps 
us through all our difficulties and trials, and we hope that soon, 
as well as the mosque at Woking, the London mosque will soon 
be built, a token that Islam has come to stay and that our cause 
is built on a solid foundation. I am very thankful to the 
Editor of the Review of Religions for so kindly sending me 
books and pamphlets to lend to enquirers. I think that this 

paper is doing useful work for Islam, and I thoroughly enjoy 
its perusal every month. I shall be happy to receive presents 
of Indian Journals in English on Islamic subjects; as they pass 
from hand to hand they bring a better knowledge of the ''Faith 

which is most excellent.'' 
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OPINIONS 
ON 

The Teachings on Islam. 

(July 

We are glad to note that highly favourable opinions have 
been expressed about our first book on Islam in the English 

language, both by the press, and the public. We give below some 
0£ the opiniona on the book :--

Theosophical Book Notes (March 1912) :-

"We have read with pleasure and profit a small volume 
entitled The Teachings of Islam, which bas been sent us from 

the office of The Review of Religions, Punjab, India. To us it 
seems the beet and most attractive presentation of the Faith of 
Muhammad which we have yet come across. It is the work of 
the late Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and has been most admirably 
translated from Urdu by Muhammad Ali of Qadian. Few are 
the passages to which the broad-minded Christian or Jew need 
take exception, and many are the stimulating thoughts and 
expositions which would find an echo in the he"rts or lovers of 
God in any religion. . • . . Admirably calculated tG appeal to 
the student of comparative religion, who will find exactly what 
he wants to know as to Muhammadan doctrines on souls and 
bodies, the three worlds, divine existence, moral law and 
much else.'' 

The Indian Spectator (October 28th, 1911) :-

11Most books on Islam which come to hand have a large 
proportion of their space devoted to the refutation of misstate
ments of critics and to the endeavour to prove that the tenets of 
Islam are not inferior to those of other religions w hicb on certain 
points claim a higher stand-point. 'fhe little book under notice 
on the other hand, is simply an expoiaition of the teachings of 
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the Koran; .••. there is nothing disputatious and nothing which 
is not drawn direct from the Koran. 'l'he author, who wrote 
the book originally in Urdu, was the founder of the Ahmadiyya 
movement, which is entirely a propagandist movemement for 
the dissemination of the uncorrupted doctrines of Islam; and 
he presents his tenets in a very attractive form. It is a very 
useful book both for the Faithful and for those who wish to get 
a fair idea of the intelligently orthodox among the followers 
of the Prophet." 

The English Mail (October 27th, 1911) .-

" A nicely got up little book, 'The 'feachings of Islam,' by 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad ofQadian, comes to hand for review. The 

author says, 'I deem it a matter of the first importance that 
every-body who believes in any sacred scriptnrt?s as the revealed 
Word of God, should so set limits to the advocacy of the religion 
he supports as not to go out of the holy book or depend upon 

arguments other than those which the book furnishes.' This 
is rather telling the Unbeliever not to read the book. It makes 

the book itself more interesting, however, since it gives a 
summary of really Islamic ideas, and does not, as the book11 of 
this sorll are very prone to do, twist the sense of the Qurau to 
make it agree with Christian teaching.'' 

Ths Indian Review (November and December 1911) .:

"We are glad that we have been afforded opportunity of 
perusing and commenting on this very interesting booklet. ~r. 

Mirza bears a wide reputation as an authoritative and powerful 
writer on religious subjects and the present production from his 

versatile pen has contributed rnateri~lly to the augmentation 
of his fame. He is one of that small band of Indian writers 
to whom the Urdn language is much indebted for the sublimity, 

elegance, and purity of their style. It is very satisfactory to 
find that the English rendering of the book is in keeping 
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with the literary merit of the original, and bears ample testimony 
to the ability and industry of those responsible for it. Mr. 
Muhammad Ali has been fortunate in securing the assistance 
of so chaste a writer as Mr. Muhammad Alexander Russel Webb 
in revising his translation which as it now stands is a very 
entertaining and pleasant reading. 

"The author has divided his subject into the physical, 
mental and spiritual conditions of man, and has also separate 
chapters on the existence and attributes of God, on the state 
of man in the after-life, and other allied subjects. He deals 
with these difficult and intricate problems in a lucid, compre
hensive and philosophical manner which evokes admiration .••• 
His ditmourse on the spiritual conditions of man is worthy of 
the writer, and deserves repeated perusal. 

'' We wish we had space at our c.isposal to quote freely from 
his writings but have to content ourselves with a few q notations 
from the Quran so as to give our readers some idea of the 
sublime teachings of Islam. The Mirza asserts that the Quran 
does not inculcate doctrines which are against the reason of man 
and which therefori:, one bas to follow against better judgment. 
The whole drift of the Holy Book and the pith of its teachings 
is the threefold reformation of man and all other directions are 
simply means to the end. As we see that in the treatment of 
bodily diseases the physician rocognises the necessity of dissecting 
or performing surgical operations on proper occasions or applying 
ointments to wounds, etc., so have the teachings of the Holy 
Quran also employed these means on fit occasions to serve the 
purpose when necessary and advisable. All its moral teachings 
have an all-pervading purpose beneath them which consists in 
transforming men from the physical sta.be which is imbued with 
a tinge of savageness into the moral state and from the moral 
into the boundless deep of the spiritu1l state.' One is inclined 
to agree with this assertion f.ifter reading the various quotations 
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from the Quran contained in the book-some of which we cite 
below ..•.. We need hardly remark that such teachings will 
do credit to any religion. The book deserves to be in the hands 
of every Muhammadan student and also in the libraries of those 
who wish to know something of Muhammadan religion.'' 

The Spiritual Journal, Boston, {April 1912) :-

"Through the courtesy of that ripe scholar and able editor, 
M. Sadiq of Qadian, India, this little volume bas been sent to 
us for review. It embodies the paper originally written by 
the late Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and read by one of his devotCJd 
votaries, at the great Religious Conference held at Lahore in 
December 1896. The paper discourses from a Moslem's point 
cf view, the five subjects selected for discussion by the 

Conference •.... These vital topics constitute a wide field 
for study, and arc calculated to fulfil their intention of diffusing 
the teachings of Islam in this Western World.'' 

The journal then proceeds to give the main subjects dis
cussed in the book and makes quotations from it. He finds in it 
only one point on which he expresses his dissent from ''this 
pure Gospel'' as he calls it, The reviewer {Mr. Sucie C. Clark) 
seems to be a believer in the doctrine of the Transmigration of 
souls and therefore he naturally takes exception to the passage 
wherein the body is described as the mother of the soul which 
grows from the body during gestation. For the same reason, 
he objects to another passage wherein it is stated that man does 
not enter the world or leave it as he chooses, that he is a creature, 
and the Creator who has brought him into existence and bestowed 
upon him higher and more excellent faculties than upon other 
animals has also assigned an object to his exiPtence. ''How 
much grander the philosophy,'' says be, "that holds the soul 
to bP. eternal and uncreate, for ever one with the Over Soul, and 
itself deciding upon the purpose of its every expression, being 
constrained thereto by past err::,rs or virtues which constitute 
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the only Creator of all subsequent record.'' This is not the 
place to enter upon a detailed discussion of the question, but 
it may be pointed out in passing that what has been stated by 
the holy author of the Teachings of Islam is in conformity with 

the experience and observation vf the whole human race while 
the grand philosophy of Mr. Sucie C. Clark stands on no better 
foundation than pure fancy, Has Mr. Clark or any other man 
in the world even a f'lint reminiscence of the so-called previous 
births? The doctrine may appeal to the imagination of our 
worthy reviewer and may appear tc him to be very grand, but 
it detracts a good deal from the grandeur of the Over-Soul whom 
the doctrine represents as unable to create even a single soul 
or a single particle of matter. Such an Over-Soul can not be 
God. Any attempt to please the fancy at the expense of the 
power and knowledge of God do~s not look to us to be very 
grand, however fascinating it may appear to Mr. Sucie C. Clark. 
It is not a qnestion of imagination but of facts. We will readily 
accept his fanciful theory if he can produce even a single solid 
fact in support of it. 

Milwaukee Journal, U.S. A. (March 18th, 1!)12) :-

"It is hoped to help in the diffussion of the teachings of 
Islam in the West. The contents have been drawn entirely from 
the Holy Quran." 

The Daily Neu·s, Chicago, (March 16th, 1912) :-

" A slender volume published in the interestl'l of the propa
ganda for diffusing the teachings of Muhammad among western 
nations has come from India. It bears the tit,le 'The Teachings 
of Islam' and the author, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, was a Promised 
Messiah and Mahdi, now deceased. The work aims to present a 
solution of the five fundamental religious problems of life from 
the Moslem point of view. The discussion is based on the 
Qurau.'' After alluding to some ot the questionr; discussed in 
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the book and after giving quotations from it the paper adds:
"The devou~ and earnest cbaracter of the author is apparent." 

The Bristol Times and Mirror:-

"The author states in a discussion of the highest divine 
favour that 'the mantle of divinity is cast upon the person who 
is thus favoured by God, and he becomes a looking glass for the 
image of the Divine Being ..••... I shall be guilty of a great 
injustice if I hide the fact that I have been raised to this 

spiritual eminence, Almighty God has favoured me with Bis 
certain word, and has chosen me that I may give sight to the 
blind, lead the seekers to the object of their 8earch, and give 
to the acceptors of truth the glad tidings of the pure fountain 
which is talked of among many, but is found by very few." But 
it is necessary to follow the Holy Quran to find the true God. 
Clearly it is no ordinary person who thus addresses himself to 
the West, and it may at once be admitted that the sonorous 
language of the Quran has been the means of conveying truth 
to a large number of the human race.'' 

The Muslim Review, Allahabad (November and December, 
1911) :-

''The learned writer very wisely depends solely on the 
Quran for every assertion and argument, stating 'only that which 
is contained in it in plain words, or what may be reasonably 
inferred from its words.' The book admittedly does not pr3tend 
to be a comprehensive treatment of the Islamic doctrines, but 
within the narrow compass of the five subjects dealt with the 
reader will meet with many true, profound, original and inspiring 
ideas which should interest the Muslim and the non-Muslims 

alike. A careful perusal of this little volume is well calculated 
to dissipate many of the misconceptions prevailing ugainst Islam 
among a class of Christian Missionaries and writers to whom it 
it strongly commended." 
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The Scotsman (December 25th, 1911) :-

''A book professing to explain the teaohings of Islam to 
Western peoples coming from a source thus described should 
be sure of a welcome by the students of comparative religions.'' 

Mr. George Bain, Wick Parish Carnegie Free Public Libn.ry 
(4th April 1912) :-

" The ideas expressed in the little work aie very thoughtful, 
and without doubt it will be perused by the better class of our 
readers." 

Mrs. Virginia Stein, Lafayette Public Library, Lafayette, 
Indiana, (April 9th, 1912): 

"We very much appreciate this addition to our library. 
trhe book is sure to be of interest to our patron1f." 

Mary A, Hunt, send us a highly interesting letter from 
Aurora, Illinois, which we can not resisb the temptation of 

reproducing here in full, It is dated February 10th, 1912 and 
runs thus:-

"Please accept my sincere thanks for the various numbers 
of the Review of Religions, Permit me to say that they are 
very instructive and should be widely distributed throughout 
the countries of Europe and America, Every number is highly 
interesting, and reveals the false conceptions regarding the Islam 
Faith that are proclaimed from pulpit and Press of these so. 
called civilized nations of the World. I am glad that you have 
handled so ably the present warfare waged between the Christians 
and the Muhammadans. 

"I thank you much for your plain and concise explanation 
of the Teachings of Islam. They are much needed. The 
average person here can wisely exploit the Muslim faith by 

quotiDg to us the 'Bloody Mahtli,' the 'Mogul,' etc. I shall do 
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wha.t I can to uproot these delusions and misrepresentations. 
The books sent me by yourself and Muhammad Sadiq, I shall 
always keep as souvenirs, knowledge souvenirs. I hope that in 
my next edition, I may use some extracts from them that will 
be of universal interest to humanity 1 have a brother who has 
become highly interested in the books from India-wanted to 
loan my books to some of his associates-club men, who were 
also interested in the same. I am too selfish to be very generous 
with them, or any other of my souvenirs from India. So I have 

an Ark-a box, a lock, a key. In my box are the •Teachings of 
Islam,' Universal Scientific Bible, 'Review of Religions,' 'Cruci

fixion of Jesus,' etc. New year eve tolled out the Old Dispensation 
while my tongue talked in the new in the little village of Ormego, 
ill in my brother's house. The Ark was then examined and 
the books of India. If I fail to make a living in lecturing or 
rather talking, I will take my curiosities from India and start 
out, My Ark is a miniature one, copy o! the Mosaic Ark. The 
audience wanted te know if Muhammad sent that also.'' 

A gentleman, named P. E. Koya Kidavu Koya, native of 
Kalpeni Island, sends us a long !otter in the course of which be 
says:-

"I have read the whole of your 'Teachings of Islam.' It is 
the spiritual remedy of the inner disease. • ...• Your 

Teachings of Islam' gave me a perfect and satisfactory 
description about the knowledge of self. No doubt it is the 
fountain of divine knowledge that entered into the heart of a 

perfect man, to whom the Omniscient disclosed Himself in His 
perfect glory. I thank you, dear sir, with all my heart for your 

kindness in translating it and selling the precious pearls in it at 
so cheap a rate.'' 
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Notes and Comments. 
Blunders of Pundit Daya Nand. 

In proof of the divine origin of the Holy Qura.n, God 

says: " If it had been from any other than God, they would 
have found in it mauy contradictions.'' The Word of God must 
be free from contradictions and blunders, and its followers 
should never feel the necessity of subjecting it to revision and 
amendment. But the doctrines of teachers that are not from 
God and have only the imperfect light of reason to guide them 
have to be amended afterwards either by the teachers them
selves or by their followers. A remarkable illustration of this 

is to be found in the Satyartha Prakasha of Pundit Daya 
Nanda. In 187 5 the author published this work to serve as a 
guide for his followers. But soon it was found to contain many 

doctrinal and other blunders, and therefore when the second 
edition was issued, care was taken to remove the faults of the 
first edition. The second edition was therefore very different 
from the original. Now that extravagant claims have begun 
to be put forward for the founder of the Samaj, who is now 

put above even the prophets of the world, the attention of his 
admirers is being drawu in certain quarters to the blunders 

which Pundit Daya Naud committed in the first edition of his 

book. Such blunders, it is pointed out, are incompatible with 
the character ascribed to him by his followers. Mr. Dharmpal, 
a convert to Arya Samajic creed, who is a great admirer of the 
said Pundit, but who does not put him above prophets like his 
fellow-Samajists, is issuing an Urdu translation of the original 
Satyartha Prakash. In order to show that the Pundit was not 
immune from error, he quotes a few specimen;. of his blunders 

from the original S11,ty11,1•tha. S0me of the mistakes are so 

ridiculous that they will put even the soul of Pundit Dayaoand 

to the blush. In his Chapter on the Refutation of other 
religions, he is reported to have made the following statement:-
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•• The Jainees of China, etc., heard of this and in order 
to obtain it they came to this country where they saw it with 
their own eyes. After this, the Jainees saw that they ~ould 
easily rule over India. So they came and began to rule over it.'' 

Poor Pundit ! he seems to have been under the impres

sion that the J ainis came from China. Probably the similarity 
between the words Jain and China seems to have led him to 
commit this error. Anyhow, the blunder clearly shows that 
the Pundit was deplorably ignorant even of commonplace 

things. 

This is not the only occasion on which the Pundit betrays 

deplorable ignorance. The readers will certainly be greatly 
amu!'led to learn that the Pundit accn,ed t,he English of having 
destroyed a very valuable Library at Chatrakot. " It is greatly 
to be regretted '' says he on page 326 of the old Satyarth, 
'' that the English consigned to flames a great library on 
mount Chatrakot, belonging to Maharaja Amrit Rai Jee and 
thus millions of precious copies worth many crores of rupees 
were burnt to ashes." 

It is well that this passage has been omitted in the 
second edition of the book, otherwise a day might come when 
the English, like Caliph Omar, would have stood charged with 

the destruction of a great library and another Gibbon would 
have been. needed to clear them of this blame. 

Ou page 327 the Punclit says that Yudhishter and Budar 
Jee were well versed in Arabic and were in the habit of 
talking with each other in that language. 

The readers mn.y not be disposed to credit this story as 
true, but according to the learned Pundit, there was nothing 

8trange about it, for in his map of Asia, Arabia was a country 
which lay somewhere between the Land of Five Rivers and 
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Afghanistan. Speaking of Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni, the 
learned Pundit is reported to have said on page 321 of the 

original Satyartha:-

"This Mahmud got a property worth 18 crores of rupees 
from this temple (Somnath), He had already with him many 
carts, camels and coolies and he seized many more at Somnath. 
Having laden all these with the booty, he started for 
his own country. He took with him 10,000 persons as 
captives, including Pundits, priests, worshippers, Kshatriyas, 
Vaishas Brahma.us, Sudras, women and children, and 
made them perform the meanest scrvica of all sort, Thus 
performing his journey he came near Mecca. Other Muslims 
suggested to him that it was not proper to ttllow these Ka.firs 
to defile the holy land of Mecca. So he murdered all the 
prisoners in a most brutal manner." Certainly such ignorance 
was nob worthy of a person who is now looked upon by his follow
ers as the World Redeemer, and it was quite natural that 
such absurdities should not have been allowed to re-appear 
in the second edition. The Pundit also allowed certain prac
tices and laid down certain doctrines in his original Satyartha 
which find no place in the new Satyartha, Though the second 
edition has been purged «lf many absurdities, and certain doc
trines and practices which were preached in the old Satyartha 
have been left out in the new, yet there are some statements in 
the new Satyarth which are not less absurd than those 
quoted above, but which are still credited as true by his 
admirers. Amo-:ig them may be mentioned the assertion that 
in ancient India there were flying horses, ariships and other 
wonderful machines which would have broken the pride of 
the Europeans had they survived to this day, that in the Vedas 
are to be found the fundamental principles of all sciences, and 
that princes from America came to Arya Varta to take part 
in the great battle of Kruchhetra. 
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If these assertions are allowed to remain in the Satyartha, 
it does not matter much, for they are not fraught with any 

harm. They are no more than empty boasts about the past 
glory of India. There stand, however, certain statements and 
doctrines in the Satyartha Prakasha which are calculated to do 
much harm, and which we advise the Arya Samaj to expunge 

from their sacred book as soon as possible. The first thing which 
the Samaj must cut out from the Satyartba is the most heinous 

doctrine of Niyoga which permits a married lady to lie with 
Strangers in order to get children or to satisfy her passion. 
This obscene doctrine is a standing disgrace to the sacred 
book of the Samaj, and the sooner it is discarded the better. 
We believe the Arya Samajists to be too magnanimous to 
stoop to such an immoral practice. What is the use then of 
allowing an institution like this to disgrace the pages of the 
sacred Satyartha ? We know that a considerable section of the 
Arya Samaj is opposed to this unholy institution, and we think 
that those who advocate it do so only out of deference to their 
sacred leader and that they uphold it only in theory. 

Other passages which we wish the Arya Samajists to blot 
out from their Gospel are those which are adapted to poison the 
minds of young and inexperienced readers and to prejudice 

them against the British rule. The passages in question are 
serving no useful purpose. On the other hand, they are only 
calculated to sow an evil seed in the minds of students attending 
Samajic institutions and other followers of the Pundit. 

It is the duty of the Arya Sama.j to itself, to the Govern

ment, to the young student'l in its charge, and to the country 
at large to remove the questionable passages from the book of 
Pundit Dayanand. 

These teachings of the book have already wrought much 

mischief and who knows how much more harm they may do if 
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they continue to form a part of the sacred text of the Holy 
Satyartha. 

The Protestant Bible. 
It will perhaps interest the readers to learn how the 

Catholic Christians regard the Holy Bible of the Protestants. 

The early colonists that created the United States of America 

were English Protestants. In Britain, t,hcy had learned to hate 
religious persecution for it was this persecution whieh bad 
compelled them to emigrate from their native countl'y and 
seek refuge on the wild shores across the Atlantic. Hence when 
a settled form of Government was estahlic;hed, religious liberty 
was guaranteed by the nationfl.l cmrntitntion. A Roman Catholic 
was as free in the excircise nnfl t,he proprtga.tion of his creed 
as any sect of Prot,c;;;ta.ntism. The rmmlt; is tlmt, Catholicism is 
now fairly estahlislrnd in the U11ited St,,d,es. Its progress 

there now has alarmed many Protestants and even Free
thinkers who look upon it (and we think, rightly) as a menace 

to liberty and a hindrance to progress. It is a curious fact 
that though Roman Catholicism seems to ho gaining ground 
in the United States, it is daily losing ground in the old 
world, where it is best known. Long ago it was driven from 
Great Britain and not many years have passed since it suffered 
a crushing defeat at the hands of the French Republic. 
Portugal has thrown off the yoke both of the king and the 
pope, and even Spain-Catholic Spain--is in rebellion against 
Rome. In Germany the power of Catholicism is on the wane. 
In Italy itself, which is the home of the Pope, Boman hierarchy 

is quite powerless. But while Catholicism is being discredited in 
Catholic countries, it is striviug for domination on the shores 
of the western world. Other sects of Christianity are now 
feeling rather uncomfortable on account of the growing power 
of this intruder. The various sect,s of Protestantism--and 
there is quite a lot of them in the country, about 200--have 110w 
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a powerful opponent in Roman Cat,holicism. They can no longer 
have their own way, but are troubled every now and then by 

Catholic interference. This is well illustrated by the following 
incident. The Protestant Ministers' Association of New Orleans 
resolved that the Bible be introduced in the schools of that city, 

and all students be compelled to read it. They never dreamt 
that any sect of Christianity would oppose the introduction 
of the Bible in the schools. They were, however, soon unde

ceived when the local Catholic organ came forward with the 

following protest: 

" If the Protestant Ministers' Association is so anxious 
for the reading of the Bible in the schools, we, Catholics, 
will demand that it be the Catholic Bible and that our Catholic 

priests be allowed to interpret it to the children. . . • • To 
allow the perverted Protestant Bible to be placed in the hands 

of our children is something to which the Catholic people of 

this city will never submit. . . . We tell that body once and 
for all that the Protestant Bible can not be introduced into the 
public schools of this city." 

We cannot say what the numberless Protestant sects have 
to say in reply to this protest. One of the pleas made for the 

introduction of the Bible in public schools was that it is a 

non-sectarian book, but the protest of the New Orleans 
Catholic organ disposes of this plea once for all. 

The Protestant Bible is declared by the Roman Catholics 
as perverted, while the Catholic Bible is rejected by the i>ro
testant sects, and the wonder is that both these parties declare 
tbeir respective Bibles to be the infallible Word of God. It is 

meet that both the sections should first fight out the question 
between themselves and should nou ofter the Bible to 
the world at largo until they are agreed as to which version 
is the true and pure Word of God. Tbe controversy 
should also include a discussion on the canonicity of those por
tions of the Catholic Bible which are rejected by the Protestant 
school as apocryphal. 
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The Bible Versus the Vedas. 
One Mr. T J. Scott, from N.J., United States, America, sends 

a letter to the Arya Patrika of Lahore, in the course of which 
he says:-

" Your claim that all science is taught in the Vedas, and 
the most pP-rfect form of civilization, is a fatal weakness in 
Aryanism as you are seeking to propagate it. No ancient 
book like the Old 'l'estament can give us a perfect type of 
morals or civilization. 'rhe race was not prepared for this 
This is well understood by the most enlightened type of re
formers in India now, and they are not building on an eternal, 
scientific, infallible Veda. I am raismg no objection to the 
book as an ancient interesting valuable document, nor am J 
discouming the moral worth and historic value of the Old 
Testament in its place as a preparation for Christianity, when 
I say that a perfect moral life and civilization can not be built 
on this alone. 

" As to the Vedas1 I must take exception to your reiteration 
that western scholarship can not interpret the Vedas. Just as I 
believe that any fair-minded Eastern scholar, with a trained 
historic sense, can with a knowledge of Hebrew and Chaldee 
translate and interpret the Old Testament, so I hold that 
Western scholarship can unlock the V cdas. In your issue of Asar 
19-1967 you discuss the Veda as the fountain-head of knowledge. 
You justly state ihe positio1~ that humanity must be aided from 

heaven, or which is the same thing, by inspiration and revelation. 
But when you proceed to claim, setting aside the Bible, that 
this revelation is preserved only in the Veda, you are making 
the fatal mistake of attempting " to prove too much. " The 
Vedas are not what your Aryan schulars claim. Their light of 
three or four thousand years ago is not sufficient for the India 
of to-day ; you can not afford to hinder your eulightencd 
progress in this way. A fair interpretation of the V cdas gives 
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you polytheism, pantheism, and probably idolatry. These are 
not in the Bible, whatever limitations it may have. I1l denoun
ces idolatry, and polytheism and reveals only one God who says 
" Be ye holy for I am holy. '' The Book, while God-inspired, 
bas the limitations of a man-made book and presents its moral 
perplexities through man's weakness. Yet it reveals one holy 
God, who demands righteousness and holiness in man. 

The concluding part of the foregoing passage shows the 

change that has taken place in the opinion of many Chris
tians with regard to the inspired character of the Bible, There 
was a time when the whole Christendom believed in the verbal 

inspiration of the Bible. It was believed that every word and 
every letter of both the Old and the New Testament had been 
dictated by God Himself and that the inspiration was ind epen

dent of the human instrument through which it worked. With 
the Christians of earlier generations the Bible was infallible, and 
every word of it was held to be absolutely correct. The sea.rch
ing criticism to which the books of the Bible have been lately 
subjected has taught them the absurdity of ~his belief. Though 
the more ignorant among the Christians still cling to the old 
doctrme, yet there are millions among tham that no longer 
believe the Bible to be the inspired word of God. .M:a.ny regard 
the Bible not only as the word of man, but also as full of myths 

and absurdities. There are others who still call it the Word of' 
God, but not in the old sense of the word. It is to this last 
class of Christians that Mr. T. J. Scott appears to belong. 
According to him, the Bible is God-inspired, but it has also 
the limitations of a man-made book and the moral perplexities 
which it presents are due to man's weakness. These changes in 
the attitude of Christians towards the Bible show that their 
doctrines are not based on the Word of GQd, They are self-made 
and are therefore subject to constant revision and modification. 
Poor indeed is the religion the followers of which are con

tinually modifying their doctl'ines ! What can be more un-
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fortnnate than that we should always be altering and mending 
our views with regard to the character of the book to which 
we look for our guidance? How mm that revelation, I ask M:r, 
Scutt, be trusted which is not tot,ally free from human errors. 
And what proof is there that the writers who wrote the books of 
the Bible wrote them under the influence of divine inspiration? 
Do those writers claim that they ar•~ writing under the influence 
of divine inspiration? Take for instance any of the four Gospels. 
Can he show that these writers claimed to be the recipients of 
divine revelation-let him take that word in any sense he likes, 
Far from showing that the writers of the Gospels were in
spired men, he cannot conclusively prove, even in the case of a 
single Gospel, who those writers were. He is quite right when 
be says that the Arya Samaj, by attempting to show the Vedas to 
be the fountain-head of all science, is committing the fatal 
mistake of trying to prove too much, but it is equally true that 
his claim that all the books of the Bible-even the Gospels and 
the Epistles-are God-inspired is a fatal weakness. If the Arya 
Samaj is guilty of making certain preposterous claims about the 
four Vedas, his claim regarding the four Gospels that though ·'the 
Old Testament was for the few and for a dispensation destined 
to pass av,ay,'' yet" the new is for a Christianised world and for 
all time " is not less absurd. True, there is a mote in the eye 
of the Arya Samaj, but in the eye of Mr. Scott there is a beam. 
He is quick to perceive the mote, but it is pity that he does not 
see the beam. 

1\fr. Scott closes his letter with the following words :-

., I beg of you to have patience with me, an Aryan too, 
whose European ancestors, generations ago, left the polytheism 
and idolatry of our and your ancient forefathers, for the pure 
Theiom of the Bible and G0spel of Jesus.'' If the European 
ancestors of Mr. Scett had accepted the one God of the Old 
Testament in whom the Jews believed, bis boast would have 
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been well justified. Under the present circumstances, however, 
the Arya Patriha may well retort by saying that the exchange 
of gods made by Mr. Scott,'s ancestors was in no way a 
gain, for if the Hindus worshipped t,he Trimurti, viz., Brahma, 
Vishnu and Shiva, the Enropean ancestors of Mr. Scott adopted 
Trinity and the result is that Mr. Scott, instead of worshipping 
the one God of Israel, is praying to three gods, viz., God the 
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost. So he bas no 
reason to be proud of the bargain. A worshipper of the son of 
Mary can claim no superiority over a worshipper of the son of 
Devki. 

A Religious Controversy. 
A Kottyam (Madras) correspondent telegraphs to the 

Pionee?' of Allababad:--

"The controversy between the two factions, Jacobite and 
Syrian Christians in Travancore, has almost reached its climax, 
so much so that a servant of Mgr. Dionysius, the l\Ietropolitan, 
was attacked and mortally wounded by some Muhammadans 
and some Christians said to be retained by the opposite party, 
at about 5-30 p. m. on Saturday. He died afterwards in 
hospital after giving a dying declaration before the magis
trate who arrived on the spot. The culprits have Rince abscond
ed. The Rev. Father Geevargis, 11.1. A., Principal, 11.I. D. 
Seminary, was also waylaid on Friday evening by the same 
gang. Much indiguation prevails and the incidents have caused 
a great sensation." 

That religious controversy between two sections of Chris
tians should assume the form of a bloody fight is indeed 
regrettable, but it is by no means surprising. Instances of 
Christian jealousy resulting in cold blooded murder abouud in 
the history of Christian Church. To illustrate this, I will 
quote only a single paragraph from Gibbon's Rome. Narrating 
the story of Cyril, Patriarch of Alexandria, the learned his
torian says :-

Bypatia, the daughter of Theon the Mathematician, was 
initiated in her father's studies ; her learned commrnts have 
elucidated the geometry 0£ Apollonitts and Diophantus, and 
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she publicly taught both at Athens and Alexandria the philoso
phy of Plato and Aristotle. In the bloom or beauty, and in 
the maturity of wisdom, the modest maid refused her lovers 
and instructed her disciples ; the persons most illustrious for 
their rank or merit were impatient to visit the female philoso
pher ; and Cyril beheld with a jealous eye, the gorgeous trains 
of hurscs acd slaves who crowded the door of her academy. 
On a fatal day, in the holy season of Lent, Hypatia was 
torn from her chariot, stripped naked, dragged to the church, 
and inhumanly butchered by the hands of Peter the reader, 
and a troop of savage and merciless fancttics ; her flesh was 
scraped from her bones with sharp oyster-shells, and her 
quivering limbs were delivered to the flames. The just progress 
of inquiry and punishment was stopped by seasonable gifts ; 
but the murder of Hypatia has imprinted an indelible stain 
on the character and religion of Cyril of .Alexandria.'' 

The s,wage outrage needs no comment, but the wonder 
is that thi,; barbarous conduct has not precluded Cyril from 
being included in the category of Christian saints. 

A later telegram (dated 15th July) says:-

,, The unfortunate state of affairs in the Jacobite Syrian 
Church is going from bad to worse as each day passes and 
tactics employed by either party while estranging sympathy of 
outside public widen the gulf between both and lessen the 
possibility compromise. The Government of H. H. the Maharaja. 
anticipating a breach of the peace have despatched a detachment 
of police consi;;ting of an .... and 50 constables who arrived 
here on Friday and they will soon be patrolling the streets lest 
any breach of the peace should occur, when the Patriarch of the 
party of Mar. Dionysius a1:rives in ~ few days. ?-'here are in 
both parties a few men who smcerely wish to see this unhappy 
struggle brought to a speedy termination and who have at heart 
the welfare of this oldest Christian church in India. Some 
including the head of a church and a high official of State, have 
tried to bring the parties to an amicable settlement of their 
differences, but all their efforts have hitherto proved fruitless.'" 



LUZAC & CO., 
Foreign and Oriental BooksellerB and Publ,ishers. 

Official Agents t,o the India Office, et,c., etc. 
46. GREAT 11USSELL STREET, LONDON, W. C. 
Luzac & Co. have a large ;.tock of New and Second-hand 

Orienial Works of which they 1sllUe regularly lists aud catalogues, 
which are to be had gratis on application, 

RIWI<JN'I' PUBLICATIONS. 
DE BO~JR (Dr. T. J.) 'l'he HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 

IN ISLAM. 'l'r:rnfllated with the sanct,ion of the Author by "FJ. 
R. Johne, B. D. Rov. 8vo., pp. 216. cloth, 7-6 net. Post. 8d. 
(Luzac's Oriental Religious ~eries vol. 2.) 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM. A Dictionary of the 
Geography, Et,hnogrnphy and Biography of the Muhammadan 
PeoplPH. Edited by M . .'l'h. Ho11ts111a and 'J'. W. Arnold. 'l'o be 
completed in 3 vols. of 15 facs., each of 64 pp. Faes. l-12 now 
issues. Price each facs. 310 post free. 

STUBBE (Dr Henry, M.A.) An Account of t,he RISlil 
ancl PRO1 lF,SS of ~lahometanism, wit,h the Life of M'llhomet, and 
a Vindication of him and his Religion from the Calumnies of 
the Christfans. Editl'd wit,h an Introduction aud Appendix by 
H_AFIZ MAH\1UD KHAN SHAlRANL 8vo., cloth pp. 247. 
Price 6-8 post free. 

The above is printed from a. Manuscript copied by Charl~s 
N ornby of t,hfl Pope Office in l 70fi, 'with Variatiom1 and Additions' 

DOCTOR'S ORDERS. 
Take Batliwala',1 Ague Mixture and Pills for Fever, Ague, or Influenza. They 

are a certain cure. Re. 1 each. 
Batliwala's Tonic Pills, for pale peoplP, is a valuable remedy in all cases of 

overwrought brain work, weaknesw, impotency, early stage i>f consumption, :tnd 
iniligest ion, et c. Re. 1 8 ans. each. · 
• lfatliwala'a 'l'ooth,Powder, is scientifically mixed with " Mayaphall" and 
Ring,Worm Ointment, cur,·s riag,worm. Dhohies itch. in a day, Aus, 4 each. 

May he had of all :lealers, or of Dr,. H. L. Batliwalla J.P. Warli Laborator1 
Da,hr, Bombay. 



OUR SPECIALITIES 
ARE 

The Tiles, Marble, Stone and Cement. 
The b0.st quality gnaranteecl 

ITALIAN Tlt:ES 

THE BOMBAY TILE COY., 
167, Duncan Road, No. 4. 

Write for particulars-and it coi,ts you notlling. 

THE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS. 
'l'HE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS is published on the 20th 

r,f each month and undertakes to refute all ol jections against 
Islam. It deals with important religious qnesti ms and offers a 
fair and impartial review of the prominent religions 0£ the 
world. It is issued in English as well as Urdu. 

Rates of Subscription. 
Annual Subscript.ion for India ... . .. Rs. 4 (Urdu, Rs. 2.) 

., ,, ,, other countries, tb. 
Single Copy . . . o annas or 6d 

Specimen Copy, 4 annas (Urdu, 2 annas.) 
All communications should be addressed to 

'l'HE MANAGER, 

"Review of Religions," 
Qadian, District Gurdaspur, Indic 

-----------~ ------
Printed at the Artistic Prii1tlng Works, Lahore, by M, Rabey & Sons, a1_ 

Published by the Sadr Anjumau-i-Ahamdiy.ra, (,Indian, 


	Cover
	The Teachings of Islam by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian [Advertisement]
	Six Stages of the Spiritual and Physical Development of Man (A Proof of the Miraculousness of the Holy Quran) (Part 1) by the Promised Messiah (Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian):
	The First Stage
	The Second Stage
	The Third Stage
	The Fourth Stage

	Islam in England by Khalid Sheldrake Effendi (Honorary Vice-President, The Islamic Society, London):
	Part 1
	Part 2

	Opinions on ‘The Teachings of Islam’
	Notes and Comments:
	Blunders of Pundit Dayanand
	The Protestant Bible
	The Bible versus the Vedas
	A Religious Controversy




