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THE TEACHlt~CS OF iSLAi\11 
Is an English t:ransla,,ion of the paper written by the late 

;11,fir;;-~n, Ghulam Ahmad, the Promised Messiah, for tho Great 
ReliP.'iou8 Conference held at Lahore in December 1896. It ·~ 
i:-:outn.im, t,wo hundred pages of learneo. disquisit;ions <:>n the 
foiknving live subjects from a. Mm;lim'f, point of view, 1Jiz., (t) 
tiw phy~ical, moral and spiritual conrlit.ions of man; (2) the state 

of m~n in the life after death; C:-n the real object of man ·s 

cxi:.,tence and the means of its attainment; ( 4) the effect of actions 

in tho present life and the life to come; and (5) the sources of 

Divine knowledge. 

'I'he paper contains an exposition of Islam, such ~c; is not 
met. with in any book hitherto publinhed on Islam in any 
bnguage. Even among the books written by the Promised 

;1fossin.h 1 ''The T~~chings of Islam" occupies a unique position. 

It is in fact a comprehensive commentary of the Holy Q.urnn, 
:-,l;rcwir,g on its teachings aud doctrines a light such as was 
nw.ror shed before. Late Count Toist,oy expressed the foliowing 

opinion of one of it,s part,s :-"l approved very much t,,vo articles, 

Hi)w to got rid of •Sin' and 'the Life to come.' 'l'he ide:i. is 

very profonnd and vny true." No ~11glish knowing Mussa.1-

m~n should be without, a copy of t,his valuable book. The 

price of the book is Re. 1-4 or ls. Gd. net, and it can be had 

;x•om the 11allager, '"Rc-riew of Reri,r]1'.t>n8i" Qadian, India, or 

Jlc:,,srs. Luzac and Co.~ 4G, Great Russell Street, London, vV. C. 
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THE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS. 
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The Great Controversy 
OR 

Islam and Christianity 
Face to Pace, II. 

Mirza Sahib's Second Paper. 

No. Z. 

There were in my paper of yesterday as many as nine 
points calling for a reply, with regard to the godhead of 
Christ :-Firstly it is mutually decided that the questions and 
::mswers of either party must be in reference to the respective 

revealed books of the parties. Furthermore it was also agreed 

upon that all the hypotheses and arguments must also be 
based on clear allusions to the Book accepted by each party 
as the Word of God. By saying this what I mean is that the 

"Onvincing power of each book may be judged. 'rho Quran 
is some 13 centuries old and the Gospel is said by the Christians 

to be 1900 years old. Now at such a distant date it can not be 
an authority, but for him who puts faith on it and does not take 
exception to the popular meaning of its wordiDg. But if the 
.;encra.l tenor of a book claiming divine origin be capable of being 

viewed in the light of reason, it will then be easy to ascertain 
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which of the books is the true and living Word of God. My 
meaning is clearly this that when a claim is put on behalf 

of a book that it is complete in itself and offera all sorts of 

proof, it is then an indispensable condition for the book to 

advance arguments in support of its hypotheses. The book itself 
should not observe silence about necessary arguments so r.hat 

somebody else m5.1.y have to come to its aid. It is not difficult 

to understand that if this course be adopted by either party, 

the manifestation of the truth and the falsification of the 

falsehood will become positively easy. I hope when Mr. 

Abdullah Atham believes that the Gospel is a perfect book, 

along with it he must also be believing that the Gospel 

adduces clear and definite arguments in support of its asser

tions. But I regret very much to hear his yesterday's answer 

in which he has taken good care to avoid this controversial 

axiom, nay he has even gone so far as to say, " I am sorry to 
say I can not agree to the reasoning of tihe Quran for I do 

not take the book for the Word of God, but when you will 

be able to establish its divine origin, its authority will of course 
be accepted,'' Every reasonable mind can see with half an 
eye that nothing was farther away from my mind than that 
Mr. Atham should blindly submit to the verdict of the Quran. 

VVhat I said clearly meant that the arguments produced by 
either party should not be the outcome of his own imagination, 

but that, the arguments together with the hypotheses should be 

most definitely set forth in the book itself that claims a divine 

origiri. The book which thus comes out victorious will be eligible 

to claim superna.tural character alluded to in the following 

words of the Holy Quranu1❖,.; 1!~Lc ..:;..,.*"'jJ J l".G~J r!J ~~""{ J (' )~JJ 

and a.gain 1_,.,J ut/J u1lJ ...s~t~. I.!) J Jsi.J ') J ~Ai I.!)) i.e., '-To-day have I 

perfected your faith for you and completed my favours for 

you,' 1 and " 'l1his Quran leads to a straight and perfoct path ." 
It means that the Quran is a perfect guide and contains all 

the necessary requisites of guidance, namely, arguments and 
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heavenly blessings. Similarly our Christian friends hold 
idantical views about their Gospel. Now it is for us ta see which 
of the two, the Quran or the Gospel, is true in its claim. This 
claim to perfection for the Gospel renders it absolutely essential 
that the arguments establishing the godhead of Jesus be 
produced out of the Gospel itself just as the Holy Quran 
ad v::i.nces cogent arguments rebuttiug the Divinity of Christ. 
I consider Mr. Abdullah Atham has now grasped my point 
and I hope he will now in compliance with this demand bring 
forward arguments on the strength of Gospel reasoning and not 
arbitrarily. If either of us tries to argue independently of 
his book, it is a sure sign that his book is too weak and falls 
far short of the standard of a perfect book. The explanation 
of such arguments as are briefly but definitely stated in a book 
may, of course, be allowable, provided that nothing is confused 
and the general spirit, the context and other parts of the Book, 
also corroborate the argument. But it will be certainly not 

admirable that by arbitrary reasoning the Book be helped 
jusb as a weak and helpless man or a corpse is made to walk 
by others. 

Thereafter what Mr. Atham says about Inductjve reason
ing is due to imperfect consideration. He says that if Induction 
is a reliable way of reasoning then. the parentless birth of 
Adam, and God,s attribute of creation will have to be denied. It 
is to be regretted that he has not been able to understand 
that unless proved otherwise by convincing arguments the facts 
established by Inductive reasoning can no.t be denied. As for 
instance, man has one head and two eyes. In the face of this 
fact it is not at all sufficient to say that the world may possibly 

contain some men with 10 heads and 20 eyes. The only way 
to make the latter statement believabltl is to produce such a 

ma.n. Neither party doubts the pareutl ss birth of Adam for 

whom Nature so designed, bub in the point at issue there is 
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nothing on which we may be at one. The Holy Quran on the 

basis of Inductive reasoning falsifies the godhead of Jesus, it 
is now incumbent on every advocate of Christianity to rebut 
the arguments brought forward by the Holy Quran by clear 
reference to Gospel reasoning. Otherwise if the facts estab. 
lished by Inductive reasoning be set aside without producing 
anything against them, all the facts and sciences will be thrown 
to the dogs and the metins of research will come to an end. To 

illustrate it, you entrust a sum of Rs. 1,000 to the care of a 

servant, the money is locked up in a safe, the key being with 
the servant and there is no possibility of theft. If the servant 
say that the money has become air or water and escaped from 
the safe, will you, I ask, be prepared to accept this statement 
of the servant, for you say that unless a thing is against the 
attributes of God, it will be classed among possibilities. But 
I enquire whether you have ever during the days of your 
service as an Extra Assistant Commissioner decided such a 
strange case in favour of the defendant and against the 
complainant on the authority of such strange evidences. I 
hope you will on second thought come to admit that no 
divergence can be allowed from the facts brought home by 
Inductive reasoning unless something different be produced. 
As to your saying that we will have in that case to repudiate 
the divine attribute of creation, I am really at a loss to make 

out what bearing the saying has on the point under discussion, 

for divine attributes are established facts admitting of no doubt 
among Muhammadans and Christians alike and it has been 
accepted by both parties that God has ever the power to use 
Bia attributes. It is impossible for both of us to disprove on 
the basis of our respective scriptures that it was the divine 
modus o-perandi about Adam to bring him into existence 
without parent:;. We rather believe on the authority of oar 

scriptures that God has created all things and He can ever 

oreate all the same. God says in the Holy Book-
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cJ J i.!}~ J t,) ~ JJ. J Y J , i.::.i 1 _,.0 -J 1 <31~ '->"JJ 1 (JN~J _, J 

cJI U~;, j l; l I i) I ~,. J t.; J • i~LJ J J ll.i\J 1 JA> , i.1sl~ r•ll.-o Jl.s\l 

\!J Jlt::f- J &!:1 1-' .._,tk. Jf i.::.i,.a,. •Jo~ I..SJ.J J ..:.J b~,...; 1.:.1i~; ~ ,J J,~ 
(q;•rr~) 

"Can not He who has created all things create other things 
like them. He is all-powerful, He is the creator and the knower. 
He is perfect in creation and can create in all ways. He has 
not to do more than say about what He wishes to do, ' Be and 
it is.' He ia Holy and Almighty, and all will return to Him." 
Again ~e says, r~ ;JJ i.:rA,. y1J \!I~ WJ ~ J &U \)+:s:d J i. e., all 
the pra.1ses are for God who is the maintainer of all the 
worlds, i. e., His sustenance encompasseth all the world. Again 

God saysrtl.c <31~ J.C~ )iti, i.e., He knows all the ways of creation. 
Mr. Atham has produced a number of prophecies in snpport of 
bis contention which is directly against our accepted condition. 
It is a part of our condition that every hypothesis and argument 
should be drawn from the scripture itself. Mr. A tham is well 

aware that all these prophecies are ascribed to Jesus with a 

considerable stretch. Jesus Christ nowhere made himself the 
object of these prophecies. All commentators do not agree 
that Jesus himself attributed these prophecies to his own. 

self. Besides that, it can not be proved that these prophecies 

are all in all the same in the original Hebrew version. It is 
for Mr. Atham to prove all that. Unless the requisite proof is 
offered successfully, your statement wit,h regard to the prophe
cies ia no better than a mere assertion which itself needs proof. 
As we do not agree with you about the reality of the prophecies 
and the correctness of the interpretation put upon them, and 
the claims of Jesus about them, and you claim their trustworthi-

nesa1 it will be incumbent on you to handle them so successfully 
thatJ it may be brought home that the Jews who are the real 

heirs to the Old Testament, are also one with you in construing 
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these prophecies, and that all the commentators also fall in with 
you and finally that Christ has fathered all these prophecies 
upon himself by citing them in full with plain reference to the 
bo0k, chapter and verse. This may ali;o be proved that no 
heir to the Old Testament has ever disagreed with you aboub 
the meaning of these prophecies, and that all of them without 
any exception put faith in Jesus son of Mary whom you exalt 
to godhead and accepted the prophecies as an adequate proof 
for god.head. When you have done this, we shall then accept 
it and will gladly listen to your way of putting it. In order to 
emphasise the importance of the matter, I remind you again that 
unless you establish the case of the prophecies proving the entire 
absence of even a single dissentienb schism and unless you bring 
forward the evidence of the J ewA on the l1asis of these pro
phecies about Jesus Christ, these fanciful hypotheses will serve 
no purpose. 

Moreover Mr. Abdulla Atham says that Christians do not 
take the physical entity, which was only the manifestation of 
God 1 for God Himself, and that they do not believe in the ma• 
terial existence of the Soo of God, God being only a spirit 
with the Christians. This statement is not only vague but 
exceedingly misleading as well. Mr. Atham must definitely 
state that the Christians look on Jesus as God and the Son 

of God, because every body knows that body is not the absolute 
co-relative of soul so as to become part and parcel of one's 
personality. To be clearer, every living being that is defined 
as man is not so sty led on account of the body he has, as body 
is constantly subject to dissolution; in the course of a few years 
it becomes entirely changed. Not only Jesus, but every man 
who breathes under the sun is known as man because of his 
soul and not at all because of the body he has. If, hmvever, 
the condition of body was to be the essential factor iu the re
cognition of man, then Jones must not remain Jones at the age 
of 60 because he bas changed bis body quite a number of times 
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during this space of GO years. Just the same being the case wiuh 
Christ, the blesi:;ed body which he had got at, the time of his 
birth was not worth anything. It could not serve the purpose 

of atonement, because at the age of 30 when he was crucified, he 

had quite another body. Now it is clear beyond any shadow of 

doubt that the powers and properties of the soul have little to 

do with the body, and be it man or any other animal, he is so be
cause of the soul, body continually undergoing a dissolution. If, 
then, ollr Christian friend does really believe that Jesus was God, 

to say that he was the mtJ,nifestatiov of God is a meaningless 
phrase. We do not call man the manifestation of man. If the soul 
of Jesus was not a human soul and he did not get his soul under 

the usual laws of Nature in the womb of Mary, the onus of proof 
in this case lies on the Christians. They should convince the 
non-Christian world that Christ's foetus was of different order, ao 

that they may be spar0d the trouble of speaking of the Godhead 
of Christ in vague, indifferent accents. They will, then be in a 
position to a3sert stra.ight off that Jesus and none other is God. 
God being absolutely indivisible in His perfect attributes, I am 
at a loss to comprehend how He became threefold. When you 
admib that God is the centre of all perfect attributes the divis
ion, (the Son of God, the Perfect God; Father, the Perfect God; 
and Holy Ghost the Perfect God) is decidedly absurd. There 
is no rea,son why there should be three different names, for the 
distinction of names siginfi.es a difference in the attributes. Bub 

you agree that there is no difference in the attributes; where 
is then the line of demarcation and distinction? The dis
tinguishing features of the3e personalities will also be among the 
perfect attributes which must of course be found in the Supreme 
Being called God. Here vanishes the necessity for naming 
differently, because perfection entire and absolute demands 
oneness and singleness. This must be carefully understood 
that God possesses all perfecb attributes1 can dispense with 

each and every thing, and stands alone and singular in His 
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attributes. Mr. Atham's quotation of Moses and the Bush has 
nothing whatever to do with the point at issue. It is for 
him to show thati according to the Holy Quran the fire was God 
or the voice came from within the fire. On the other hand God 
says in the Holy Book :-

i.:J b~- , ltJ ,.o.. \:/1'1 :; J UJ J i ... i \:/tc J J J! i.:; I '.....s' .! _,; lA ,4,. l. LJ 

(I '1; I q LI" r J.J aJ ,-) \:J~.J l.aJ•J '-:" J 61J 1 

In this verse it is said "Blessed is that which is in and 

about the fire;' which shows that the things blessed by God were 
in the fire and not that God Himself was within the fire. The 
wording of the above cited verse gives the lie to the absurdity 
that God was in the fire, nor has this ever been the idea of any 

Muslim. On the contrary, God rebuts the idea in the following 

veers 1:1~•J t.-.JJ I.;-') 11lJ) i.:J ls-~- i.e., God who is the Supporter and 
~Iaintainer of all the worlds is not subject to such materialised 

forms. Furthermore, Mr. Atham ascribes to the Holy Quran 
the following words in the same connection: ''I am the God 
of your father Abraham, Isaac, and Ja.co b." This is falsehood 

pure and simple. If Mr. Atham has quoted the Old and the 

New Testament with the same lack of care and cirucmspection, 
those books, then, will have to be produced for necessary con

sultation. 

Then again he tells us that in the Old Testamenb Jesus is 
called one in person and the prophets are called one in mind. 
I can say that the Old Testament contains no such words. It 
will indeed be very kind of him if he proves on the basis of 
the Old Testament that Jesus is de~igua.ted Son of God as 
one in person and other prophets are so designated as one in 
mind. 'l·o my knowledge other prophets have received more 
exalted titles. Jesus himself testifies to the superior titular 
position of other prophots when he says, why do you get 
angry at at my being called Son of God. In the Psalms it is 
written than all of you are Gods. 
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Christ's own words as read in the Gospel acccording to 

John (10-35) are as follows:-

"Is it not written in your law, 'I said, ye are Gods.' If He 

called them Gods, unto whom the Word of God came, and the 

scripture can not be broken; say ye of him whom the father hath 

sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemeth; because 
I said, I am the Son of God ? " 

Every God-fearing man should ponder over these words 
with an unbiased mind. Was it not incumbent upon Jesus on 
this occasion when questions were asked about his sonship 
to have said in plain words (if he were really the Son of God) 

that he was the Son of God and that the questioners were only 

human beingB ? But on the other hand he retorted their ques

tion by accusing them of their partnership in the common 

title the Son of God. He added that whereas he was called 
the Son of God, they were addressed as Gods themselves. 

Furthermore Mr. Atham says that in the Old Testament 
others arc also called Sons of God but none is so greatly applaud

ed as Jesus. In reply it is urged thn,t praises referred to wilJ 
be accepted in favour of Christ only when you will successfully 

bring them home in accordance with the mutually accepted 

conditions. 

Mr. AbduUah Atham's rejoinder. 
Firstly. I would like Mirza Sahib to give an explanation of 

Inductive reasoning (il}il- J). Does it not mean the usual run of 
events? I hope you will define it fully if it is otherwise. 

Sucondly. As to your condition that the \tVord of God should 
be self-explanatory, and not dependent on external reasoning, it 
is for the most part true, but for facility of comprehension 

revelation may be said to stand in the same relation to 

common souse as eye to light. Light without eye is of no uoe and 
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"ice versa. Common sense is necessary to understand a thing, 
and the only thing required is that the matter to be understood 
may be a revelation. I mean that everything unaided by the 
Word of God and being nothing but an outcome of human 
fancy will not be said to coma under the category of revelation, 
But what is revelation and shines forth in the divine light can 
be made to rest on human reason. 

Thirdly. Why do you urge that the Jews should agree 
with us, when words are extant, dictionaries are extant, grammar 
is extant; you may yourself find out the right significance. I 
can not be responsible for verbatim references, bun generally 
speaking Christ has applied himself all these differentJ pro
phecies. This is clear from J obn, chapter 5, verse 39, and 
Luke, chap. 24, verse 27, John: "Search the scripture; for 
in them ye think ye have eternal iife: and they are they which 
testify of me." Luke says: " And beginning at Moses, and all 
the prophets, he expoundbd unto them in all the scriptures 
the things concerning himself.'' 

Bebides this, some particular prophecies have been ascribed 
to Jesus in the old scriptures. As for instance in Matthew 
chap. 29, verse 3, reference is contained to the prophecy which 
speaks of God's fellow and there are many more instances 
which are detaited below :-

Isaiah vi: 1-12; Op. John 12: 40, 41, Acts 28: 26 
Isaiah 40 : 3 and Malachi 3 : 1 ; Op. Matt. 3 : 3. 
Zechariah 12 : 1 ; 10 ; Op. John 19 : 37. 
Jeremiah 31 : 31-34; Op. Hebrews 8: 6-12; 10: 12-19. 
Exodus 17; 2, Numbers 20: 3, 4; 21: 4, 5; Deut. 6: 16; Cp. 

I Oor. 10: 9-11. 

Isaiah ,U: 4; 44: 6 ; Op. Rev. 1 : 8, 11, 17 ; 2 : 8; 21: 6 ; 22: 13. 
Joel 2: 33; Op. Romans 10: 9-14. 
Isaiah 7 : 14 ; 8: IO; Cp, Matt. 1 : 23, 
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Reference may be made to Hebrew original, if you object 
to any word in tht!se prophecies. 

Fourthly, in reply to your demand that the Go5pel should 
be perfect in itself, I ask, perfect in what ? In the art of the 
goldsmith? or in tha~ of the blacksmith ? Such is not the 
claim of these books. 'rhey claim to be perfect in pointing out 
the way to salvation and we tell you how they are perfect in 
this respect. It is said, ''Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved." {Acts 4: 12). 

And in the epistle to the Romans it is written, "And if 
(salvation is) by grace, then is it no more of works; otherwise 

I 

grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no 
more ~race: otherwise work is no more work.'' (xi, 6). 

This again proves what Jesus himself said, "I am the way, 
and the truth and the life.'' (John 14, 6). It should be remem
bered that in the Word of God our Lord often uses the words, 
''I am," ''I am.'' This contains an allusion to the name which 
God revealed to Moses, viz., "l .A.M THAT I AM,'' God said thab 
He was not known by that name before and that it was to him 
(Moses) that He first disclosed this name. (Exodus iii, 14). 

I am glad to hear that in the case of the creation of Adam 
and Eve, Inductive reasoning does not hold good, which shows 
that exceptions to a general rule are allowable. 

PART II. 
Firstly, you say that the body of Jesus was subject to 

decay, therefore it could not answer the purpose of atonement or 
serve any other end. In reply to this, I say that we do not hold 
the human body of Christ to be Christ, but the whole human 
being which was free from sin and was equal to us in all respects 
except in sinfulness and was created. And besides being a 
man, he was also a manifestation of God. His pure manhood 
bore upon itself the burden of the sins of all and the Second 
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Person in the Godhead made it bear that burden and the sins 
being thus requited, the work of atonement was done. What 
need was there then that the body may be unchangeable and 
everlasting. 

Secondly, again you say, if Christ is God, what need 
is there to call him the manifestation of God ? Do we call 
man the manifestation of man ? Answer. Why do you liken 
the man Jesus to his divinity? In man, there are three different 
things, the body, the soul an:i the vitality. The soul is thafi 
which has knowledge and will ; the body has neither knowledge 
nor will ; the vitality is that law, which even in vegetables 
supplies food through fib1·es. But God or the manifestation of 
God is free from all these causes ; He is self-existing. 

Thirdly, in the opinion of Mirza Sahib, the soul of Chrisb 
was, according to the law of nature, derived from Mary, and 
therefore he can n:-it be God. ln answer to this, I say that 
though the human soul of Christ did not come into existence 
according to the law of nature, yeh it is equal to other souls in 
being created. And one soul is not derived from another soul 
so that the soul of Jesus may be said to have been rent from 
that of Mary, for the soul is a single entity; it is not the name 
of any law. \Vhy do you then say that the soul of Christ was 
produced from Mary ? Why should we not say, it was a new 
creation? Besides, what has this to do with divinity ? I have 
repeatedly said that he was manifestation of God besides his 
being human. 

Fourthly, you say, God is not divisible, how then there 
came to be three Gods and w ha.t is the basis of this distino• 
tion? In reply to this, I say that the secret of Trinity is, in one 
way one, and in another, three. The following illustration will 
explain this:-

The quality of unparalleledness follows from the quality 
of uulimitcdness, for that thing can be absolutely unparalleled 
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which does away even with the possibility of a parallel, and thia 
possibility can be done away with only when there remains no 
room for a parallel, in other words, when that thing is unlimit

ed. In this case, it may be said that the reality and begioning

lessness of unparalleledne8s and unlimitedness is one, £or we 
c..-n not say when the former resulted from the latter and where 
it is for it can not be separated from unlimitedness. From this 
i1lustration, you can see that one thing, viz., unlimited·ness is 

self-existent while there is another thing, viz., unparallelednes8 
which is inseparable from unl·imitedness. Let it be carefully 
noted that there is such a relation between these two qualities 
that both these a,re one from one point of view and they are 
different from another. Similarly what we call God the Father 
is self-existent like unlimitedness and what we call the Son and 
the Holy Ghost are inseparable from God the l!7 ather. 

Now we have pointed oub the dist;inction required. We do 
not say that they are divided in, so we are not idolators, for we 
believe in one God Who is without a partner. We do not 
believe in three Gods, but we find the Three Persons in 

the Godhead that are equa,l to one another, described in the 
Word of God as possessing divine attributes. In nature they 
are one, and necessarily following from one another they are 
three. 

Fifthly, you ask me to prove on the authority of the Quran 

that it was the fire that was God or that the voice came from 

the fire and that the words '" I am the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob '' are the words of the Quran. In reply to this, I 
say than we do not at present speak of the voice that came from 
some unseen place and addressed itself to Moses, but the voice 
said '' Verily, I am thy God'' (Sura xx, 12). If you say,, the 
voice did not come from the fire, the context does not show that 
it came from any place other than the fire. In Sura xxviii, W6 

have the following words with .reference to the voice that came 
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from the fire or the bush : 'Verily, I am the Lord of the worlds.'' 
The third verse on this subject is that which you have quoted. 
The words "I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob" are of 
the Bible, from which the Quran makes a misquotation. My 
mistake was only this, tha t !attributed the words of the Bible to 
the Quran, but really there is no difference between the words of 
the Quran and those of the Bible. These verses su pporb the idea 
of a manifestation of God, for a visible thing can nob be God. 

Sixthly, you say that the words '' one i:r;, body,'' and '' one 
in mind'' are not to be found in the Bible. In reply to this, I 
say that I used these words as representing what is deducible 
from the Bible or as the summary of it. 

Seventhly, you refer to the words of Jesus in which he 
asks the Jews why they blamed him for calling himeelf the Son 

of God, while their judges and forefathers have been called 
Gods (elohim). When the Lord Jesus said to the Jews, '' I am 
Son of God," they became ready to stone him, saying, " Thou 
makest thyself equal to God by calling thyself the Son of 
God. This is blasphemy and for this reason we stone thee." Our 
Lord refuted their idea by saying, "1'he equal of God is God. 
I called myself God, your forefathers were called Gods. Why 
then did you not bring forward the charge of blasphemy in their 
case ? Thus the Lord only silenced them by this argument ; he 
did not deny his own Godhead, nor did he offer any proof of 
it. In other words, there is no discussion of his own claim 
here, he neither detracting aught from it or adding anything 
to it. 

Eighthly, yon say that in the Old Testament Jesus is not 
d3scribed as superior to other prophets. In apply to this, I say 
that all of them represent salvation as dependent on Chris,. 

Then why do you say that Jesus is not described as superior to 
others ? Of which prophet besides Christ were the following 
epithets used : -
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" My fellow '' (Zech. 13 : 7) ; '' Jehovah Tsidkeuu " thab 

will ascend the throne of David ; '' the mighty God,'' '' the 
everlasting Father," '' the Prince of Peace,'' ,r. Counseller,'' 

'' Saccessor to the Throne of David whose government lihall 
never decline" (Isaiah 9 : 6, 7). 

As to the excellence and perfection of the Gospel, I draw 
your attention to the following :-

{I) The Gospel is that everlasting word according to 
which all men, i. e., the whole world shall be jud~ed 
(John 12 : 48-50). 

{2) The Gospel claims to be the revealer of the mystery 
which was kept secr6t since the world began. 
(Romans 16: 25, 26 ; I Peter 1: 20). 

(3) It calls itself '' the Power of God." (Romans 1 : 16 ). 

(4) It claims to have brought life and immortality to 
light (II Timothy 1: 10). 

(5) It claims to be the word which is taught, not by 
man's wisdom, but by the Holy Ghost. tI Corinthians 
2: 12, 13 ; II Peter 1: 9), 

(6) No Gospel other than the Christian Gospel is of any 
consequence. (Galatians 1 : 8). 

These are the things which show the superiority, the 
perfection, the excellence, and goodness of the Word of God, and 
not the things which pertain to worldly life, for these are 
matters about which even the physicians and doctors can give 
necessary directions. · 

You say, the Holy Quran says: "I have perfected for you 
your religion." Probably according tc the context this verse 

refers to worldly matters, for the contexb speaks of clean and 

unclean things. 



60 'rJIE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS, (Februsry 

Jesus as an Ideal of Godhead 
and Humanity . 

.s1) 1 11 J ,l) J ii 

(There is no god but Allah). 
(By Khawaja Kamal-ud-Din, B.A., LL.B.) 

(Ib is with great pleasure than ,ve publish below the firsb 
message of a disciple of the Promised Messiah to the Christian 
world. This disciple is now a days working as a Muhammadan 

missionary in London and it is there that he wrote this his first 
epistle to Christendom For his subject, our brother has rightly 
chosen Jesus as an ideal of Godhead and humanity, and we are 
glad to see that he has very ably and cle::uly conveyed to the 
western world what he learnt at the feet of his beloved. Master, 
Ahmad of Qadiau. Our readers, we believe, will enjoy very much 
this philosophical discourse on Jesus as an ideal of Godhead and 
humanity and we wish that'- it may disabuse many minds of 
erroneous notions about the i:ion of Mary. This article has also 
appeared in a London magazine, the Af'rican Times and 
Oriental Review and is likely to receive a hearty welcome from 
all lovers of truth. vV 0 pray that the labours of our Khwaja 
be crowned with success. Ed. H. E.) 

4'Thou shalt have no gods before me,'' spoke the God of 
Israel to Moses, and imperative as the commandmeut was, it 
was honoured more in the breach than in the observance. In 
spite of the repeated warnings from God, the house of Israel 
went "after other gods to serve them and ,vorship them.'' They 
could ~'incur the wrath of o. jer..lons God," bnt thny could not 
give up the worship of the ''graven image." But Israel was 
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not the worst of hiskind, there were others as well amongst the 
various tribes and nations of the human race, scattered on the 
surface of the earbh, who could find edification of their souls 
only in bowing before an image made by their own hands. 
Indians and Egyptians, Persians and Syrians, Romans and 
Greeks, in their turn, with all their culture and advancement 

were found incapable of appreciatin~ that high notion of wor
sbiping one God which some 4,000 years ago was preached 
from Mount Sinai and re~ecr10ed from the Mount of Olives. 
Even the Church of Christ in its early days could not keep its 
fold from falling into the old habit of bowing before images. 
Roman and Greek mythology crept into it, and the, classical 
gods of ancient days found tho~r place in its annals under 
Romish Canonization, with change of name and place. Poly
theism fl.ourshed in one garb or another and kept its firm 

sway on the human mind till the advent of the Seal of 
Prophets, when it received its final death-blow in Arabia. 
It died to rise no more, and tbe unity of God was established 
for ever. The last Book of God gave such a lucid exposition 
to monotheism that since then, even those who are still vic
tims to polytheistic tendencies prefer to own their belief in the 
oneness of God, and come with a plausible apology for their 

doing the contrary. 

What was the conception of the divinity of Christ in its 

primitive stage, and what gradual changes it underwent sub .. 
sequently is beyond the scope of this paper. Suffice it to 
say that the modern Christian mind has rejected all old theo
ries and has become too advanced to believe in a plurality 0£ 
gods. In fact to speak now of Christians as believer in three 
gods as they used to be in days past, is simply to betray one's 
ignorance of their bc1i~f in the: light of modernized vVestern 

theology. rl'hoy, it iB sa,id, believe in One and only One God, with 
the Lord J csus as a Manifestation of that One and the sn.me 

God .• 
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THE INFINITE BEING. 
An Infinite Being to be comperhended by finite man is 

an impossibility, and all that the unaided research of man can 
establish is, than there is some Power and an '' Infinite and 
Eternal Energy" from which all things proceed, a facb which 
even science and an Agnostic cannot deny. ''In our search 
for a causo we discover no resting place until we arrive at the 
hypothesis of a first cause and we have no alternative but to 
regard the first cause as infinite and absolute.• But is this 
First Ga.use unknowable ? Are not intelligence and design 
observable in all His working ? Is it unlikely for Him to 
reveal some of His attributes to His creatures which they could 
not of t:hems<,lves find out, or is it impossible for Him to do so ? 
To think otherwise would be "nob only unphilosophical but 
absurd,'' says a Christian writer. ~'I ask you to examine, with 
calm unprejudiced enquiry," he continues, "those historical 
facts and that inner character of Christianity which make 
Christians believe that the greab First Cause has spoken to 
mankind and revealed His character in Jesus Christ." If 
man is not a material product of purely material substance, and 
possesses not only intellectual but moral forces, and if his morals. 
are morals of a Personal God whose image he is, is it not desir
able that God should come in man as a prototype and perfect 
specimen for others' imitation, so that all our moral forces 
may find their complete development ? The unique figure of 
Christ, his spotless character, his life after death, the miracles he 
worked, are some tangible points of God's character which, 
it is said, He has been pleased to reveal to Mankind in the 
person of the blessed son of the Holy Virgin. 

This is what in our times has been apologetically advanced 
for Christian belief in the Godhead of Christ. I need nob 
question the correctness of the premises given above, nor do 
I see the necessity of impeaching the genuineness of the 

ll! Herbert Spencer, 
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Evangelical records they have been based upon. I accepb them 
as they are, bnt do they lead to the conclusions arrived at? 
I am afraid I am constrained to remark that I do not see my 
way to answer in the affirmative, 

MIRACLES A?lD TEACHING OF JESUS. 
With the miracles and teachings of the Nazarene Prophet 

as well as with His spotless character, and certain self•glorify
ing utterances as the basis of His claims to Divinity, I will 
deal later on. Besides, Jesus is nob a unique character in this 
respect. History has not failed to see others as well, in tha 
persons of some of the great men of the world, who can equally 
claim divinby on these basic lines. For the present I wish to 
meet the first ground, which appeals to me more than the other 
grounds, and, I must acknowledge, is not destitute of 
plausibility. 

GOD AND JESUS. 
Has God revealed His character in Jesus Christ? If to 

give full manifestation to His glory, God was pleased to take 
human birth and stooped to eat and drink like others, and 
suffered the consequences of His so doing, one cannot fail to 
find an apology if He betrays ordinary human weaknesses, and 
therefore I should not be so unreasonable as to expecb "God 
eoming out of a woman's womb'' to possess those transcedent 
superhuman attributes like Omniscience, Omnipresence and 
Omnipotence, which everywhere and in all times have been 
rightly considered as true essentials of Godhood. One must 
always bear in mind, it is argued, that the Son of Man 
was God, but in Man, and the glory of God and His 
attributes, therefore, had to receive their full epiphany 
within the four-walls of humanity and subject to the im
placable tyrannies of Time and Space to which a helpless 
creature like man has been victimised, No wonder, therefore, 
if the God incarnate lacked knowledge of many a, thing, e g., 
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His confessed ignorance of the exact time of the last day, of 
which only God his Father knew, and God the Son could 

and did not. His experience with a fig-tree (Mark xi. 12) 
pct·haps, is the best illustration of his two natures. ''He was 
hungry, and, seeing a fig-tree afar off having leaves, he came 
if haply he might find any thing thereon, and when he came to 
it, he found nothing but leaves.'' The event no doubt shows 

not only His want of omniscience but seemingly his lack of 
average human observation, ~'for the time of figs was not yet." 
But he was a man and he did what his fellow-men would have 
done when oppressed with hunger. Are we notJ prone to fall 
short of average human judgment when certain passions in us 
are aroused ? And therefore his showing anger against an 
inanimate thing like a tree which did not supply him with figa 

to satisfy his hunger was nothing short of what we usually do 
when baffled in our expecta.tions. But were they not necessary 
preliminaries, a Christian apologist would say, for the working 
of Divine glory which found its manifestation when the Lord 
was heard to say :-"Let no man eat fruit of thee hereafter 

for ever,'' and the tree withered for all time. We \mow that there 

are other events recorded of Jesus in the New Testamenb which 
to many appear to be absolutely inconsistent with the univer
sal conception of God, but the divinity of Christ perhaps stands 
on a difterent base. It rather consists in the development and 
manifestatio,n of certian Divine morals which, finding their 
revelation in him, place him on the throne of his :Father, than 
in the possession of those mag::1ificent superhuman powers which 
befit the Almighty God. 

GOD AliD HIS IMAGE. 

God is Impersonal, and man made after His image. The 
moral attributes of the Divine image can come to their realiza
tion in one who is man as well as God. But was Jesus- a com
plete epiphany of such morals? If God is man's prototype, 

morals observable in the latter are those of the former. 
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If moral forces arc realitos a.nd can rule the whole universe 
when properly balanced, did they meet their fullest develop
ment in the person of J'esus Christ? Modesty, Meekness, Mercy 
and Love undot1btedly are noble qualities in man which partake 
of the Divine nature, but do these passive, tender qualities 
exhaust the long list of human morals ? Are there not other 
stern active morals, noble as well, which are essential to 
constitute humanity, for instance Bravery Justice, Generosity 

and Trustworthiness ; and did Jesus get the occasions necessary 
for the manifestation of these morals ? Because, unless one 
gets a fitting opportunity for the exercise of a moral quality, a 
possible potentiality is no proof of actuality. God forbid that 
I stigmn.tise J osus for being otherwise, but what I mean to 
say is that negative virtues are no virtues, especially in teachers 

of morality; they cost nothing and are no help- to one who needs 

a specimen in practice. 

WORDS AND ACTIONS. 
In judging the ethical side of one's character people make 

a serious mistake which sometimes creeps imperceptibly even 
into the judgment of level-headed writers known otherwise for 
bheir impartial criticism. Words are accepted for actions, 
virtues preached to others in sermons and homilies are often 
believed to be actually owned by their teachers. But it is a 

mistake and a serious one. No literature in any community is 
devoid of bo0ks on ethics. They contain golden rules of morali
ty worthy of a prophet or a god in man, but if whatever is 
contained in them is to be accepted as an index to the moral 
character of their writers, our judgment on the moral side of 
Lord Bacon't:i character should be otherwise than it is. A teacher, 
however highly divine his claims may be, should not be accredi
ted with possessing all those moral attributes which he inculcates 
to others through his precepts, unless he, by his own example, 
has converted them into action. This truth was never so pra.cti-
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cally and lucidly hinted at as by the author of "Anwar Soheli," 
a famous book on morality in Persian literature, where all moral 
lessons which he intended to teach to his readers have been 
put into the mouths of birds and other dumb creature. In fact, 
an ethical aphorism written on a wall is as good as in the mouth 
of a man, if the latter has never been able to put it into 
practice. Besides, morals can be best brought home to others 
only through actions, and an example is therefore deemed al

ways better than a precept. 

CONDITIOll"S OF ACTUALITY. 
No one can deny that evey potentiality requires certain 

conditions to become an actuality, and a moral preached, and 
perhaps potentially possessed, by one cannot be claimed 
as owned by him unless he brings it into practical shape 
under given conditions. It is through the splendid meekness 
with which he bears all the derision of the Israelites and his 
marvellous patience in the face of the hardest trials of life 
which he suffered as a martyr to the truth, that meekness, for
bearance and patience become en viable possessions of Jesus, 
otherwise he would have been a mere tale-teller of passive 
morality. It is a real misfortune of the highest magnitude that 
the ministry of J csus was curtailed by circumstances which 
he could not control, and the world lost the chance of seeing a 
practical manifestation of various divine moral qualities which 
possibly he possessed. Even the much-praised morals in Christian 
literature, like forgiveness, could not see their complete deve
lopment at his hands. The said quality also, like others, requires 
given conditions, and unless they are present one cannot ha 
fairly accredited with it. Three essential conditions must be 
fulfilled before you can claim to possess this noble a.ttri bute. In 
the first place, you must be persecuted ruthlessly by your 
enemies. Secondly, your enemies must fall, and change of cir
cumstances place them at your meroy; and, last of all, though 
nou the least in importance, in spite of your possessing the mee.ns 
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to give them the punishment they justly deserve your noble 
nature gets the better of you and you forgive them. Mercy, like 
forgiveness, can only be shown by one who finds others at his 
mercy, and unless one attains that high position, the preaching 
of mercy are words which lack reality. Besides, it is our every
day experience that people in power generally regard forgive
ness as an insult rather than as a kindness when it comes to 
them from a helpless victim of their persecution. It is depre
cated and treated with contempt. Of course Jesus on the Cross 

prayed forgiveness for His tormentors, and it shows that he 

was in that mood at the time, but sentiments and feelings 
expressed by him while praying for his enemies on that occasion 
have also been given vent to by other gl'eat men under similar 
trials of life, and he is not unique in this respect. The moral 
quality of forgiveness, however, could 'not see its realization in 
the life of Jesus : one finds only the firsb of the three 
conditions of forgiveness in his life, the other two are lacking. 
It remained in embryo for some six hundred years more, and 
found its right use and occasion at the hand of the Prophet in 
Arabia, when the " Lord on high with His 10,000 Saints " 
reached the gates of " the ancient House" in the person of 
Muhammad. The old writings were fulfilled, and Mecca was 
conquered, almost without a single drop of human blood being 
shed, an event unparalleled in the whole history of the world. 
The enemies of the Prophet in Mecca had subjected him and 
his followers for thirteen years to a long course of trials and 
hardships, which surpassed in intensity and quantity the hardest 
trials in Jesus' life. His enemies fell and found themselves at the 
absolute mercy of their persecuted victim. They deserved every 
imaginable punishment to be devised by human ingenuity, and 
to bring them to it was simply to meet the ends of justice and 
equity. Muhammad (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him) would have been quite justified if he had punished them as 
severely as Joshua, Ramcbandra, and Krishna did when victori-
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ous over their enemies, but in the Prophet of Arabia the greab Di
vine moral attribute of Forgiveness which the Son of God himself 
could not reveal in himself, being hampered in his ministry by 
circumstances beyond his control, received its full revelation, 
which otherwise would have remained in abeyance, perhaps for 
ever. God raised various prophets from time to time, and His 

various characters were revealed in them. Muhammad was the 
greatest of the race and all those divine moral attributes which 
were still undeveloped in man and had had no occasion for proper 

manifesta.hou in the lifetime of previous prophets found their 
proper revelation in him. Forgiveness being one of them, had 
its own occasion as well as its use. It found no occasion in the 
life of Jesus, and if others had it, they did not utilise it. But 

Muhammad (o.w.b.p.) had the rare opportunity and did not fail 
to use it. His enemies when utterly fallen entreated him to treab 
them as a noble-minded person wou1a. do. The appeal was mosb 
opportune and made to the right man, and was readily accepted. 

TENDERiiESS AND STRENGTH. 
This is what can be fairly said about the teI.1der passive moral 

qualities which are chiefly claimed for J escis, but there are stern 
moral qualities besides, which are also divine, but which, I am 
afraid, found no revelation in the Son of the Holy Virgin. These 
stern moral qualities when properly balanced secure happiness 
to society. 'rake for instance Anger, Hatred, and to them 

I may add Vengeance. They are all necessary to keep life and 
property secure. They cannot be branded as lower and bestial 
passions. They have their right use, and it is only through 

their degenerate use that they become so. Do we not observe 
them~in the working of dumb nature, which, in my opinion, is 
the best index of Divine character? We read of them as the 
attributes of God in the Biblical record. Besides, to say thab 
they are undesirable is simply to find fault with the Supreme 
Vlisdom who supplied man with these passions. Are not Hatred 

and ..Anger realities ? Do they not affect the trend of human 
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affairs? And if man is born after the image of God, and 
consequently all the moral qualities observable in him are those 
of God, all these stern and active moral qualities must be 
divine moral attributes in man, and cannot be dispensed with. 
They no doubt require regulation and training, and it is in the 
life of a perfect man in whom God is claimed to have been 
revealed that we look for the right use of such passions. Is not 
the morality preached and taught in the Sermon on the Mount 
sufficient, if adopted, to destroy those stern moral qualities 
which I call, and are, Divine, and to render our life and 
property insecure. That morality, I am afraid, is too sublime 
to be practised, and will, I believe, remain so till the day of 
J udgment. But can the teacher of the said Sermon under 
these conditions claim to be a perfect model of humanity and 
a complete representative of Divine character, and is his claim 
justified P I have purposely referred to these two paBsions, as 
they cannot exist if the said sermon is brought into practice, 
and its teacher himself could not restrain himself from 
making use of them sometimes ; but there are innumerable 
moral attributes besides, human and divine, which, to take the 
most favourable view of the case, remained in abeyance and did 
nob see their revelation i11 the Nazarene prophet ; and I see 
no reason therefore to say in the words of Renan that '' religion 
cannot be said to have made a bad choice in pitching on this 
Man (Jesus) as the ideal representative and guide of humanity." 
Renan, with all his rationalistic attainment, was no proof against 
his early predilections, otherwise he could not have deliberately 
ma.de such a remark, He should have koown that there were 
various walks of life most necessary for the superstruc• 
ture of human society, and Christ could not be a guide there. 
A King on the throne, a Judge on the bench, a States
man in his Cabinet, and a General in the field, are as neceassary 
factors of human society as a teacher of morality, and God waa 
also not unwise in raising patriarchs like David, Solomon, Joseph 
and Joshua, who acted re13pectively as a King, a Judge, a 
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Minister of State and a General. They were hnman beings and 
possibly committed errors, nay, sins as Christians believe, 
in the performance of such duties. But if God had to come 
as the ''ideal representative and guide of humanity,'' he 
would have been more useful to human society if he had 
appeared as a king or a statesman. He could have left better 
rules for the guidance of Christian kings and statesmen in 
Europe, and the world would have seen a millennium when 
relieved of their ambition and self-assertion. His Holiness the 

Pope of Rome and King Emmanuel badly wanted a God in the 
person of a General rather than in a "Prince of Peace'' to guide 
them in their re~ent uncalled for campaigns. He could have 
taught them morals of war. Perhaps his precepts and actions 

in this respect could have proved a better check to Italian 
atrocities in Tripoli and the recent unutterable barbarities of the 
Allies in the Balkan peninsula than the Ordinances of the Hague 
Conf erenoe. 

THE SECOND ADVENT. 
We are told that Jesus is to appear in the last days 

as King to do justice to the oppressed, and to set iniquities right, 
but if the world is to end at the time of his second advent, 
our need of an ''ideal representive and guide of humani• 
ty'' will also come to an end. It may be said perhaps that 
his Kingdom was not the Kingdom of this world, nor did 

he allow his servants to :fight,'' that he " should not be 
delivered to the Jews." (John xviii, 36.) But if the care and 
economic policy of the world necessitate the existence of some 
kind of kingdom, and tbe enforcement of mutual rights aqd 
obligations between man and man which is the only base 
of a commonwealth renders some sort of rule indispensable, 
and if no sooner man emerges out of the primitive state of 
nature than at once knowledge of individual property rushes to 
his mind, and its security, together with the safety of his 
own life, brings home to him the necessity of some sovereign 
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political authority, though in a. rudimentary form; and, last of all 
if the policy of England converted the old Witenagemot into the 

modern Pn.rlinment, should we look to the Mount of Olives for 
e.n "Ideal representative and Guide of humanity/' as Renan 
says, or to the Mount of Paran to firid a King, a Statesman, a 
Lawyer and a General in the person of the Prophet? 

A calm and unprejudiced consideration of these facts given 
in these pages will, I am sure, convince a student of Renan that 
his remark was not free from shortsightedness. Christ, as he him
self confessed, is no example in the higher walks of life, but will 
he be of help to us in our ordinary life? Is not our domestic 
life an essential and important part of our programme in life? 
Are not many houses in these days of ours scenes of unpleasant
ness, misery and discord ? And does not this deplorable plight 
result from the want of those sweet relations between husband 
and wife which ma.ke the matrimonial bond a heavenly tie? Is 
nob the very word, •home' a treasure of dearest and happiest 

associations, which are becoming extinct day by day? \Vas not 
woman created to be a 'helpmeet' to man, and are 

they not meant to be husband and wife, on the happy or 
unpleasant mutual relations between whom a home becomes a 
heaven or a hell? If these are realities, and to a great extent 
responsible for our happiness or misery, are we not in urgent 
need of a Guide to regulate our domestic daily life ? It is a 
great misfortune that the divine element in Christ did not 
allow him to have an earthly connection with some woman as 
husband and wife, and we are again constrained to turn our 
eyes to some other quarter for a "guide of humanity.'' Jesus, 
of course, had a mother, but his divinity again comes in the 
way, and a son in a Christian home lrns nothing to learn from 
him i.n home morals, The Holy Virgin could with complacency 

of mind hear her Divine Son call her "'\V'oman'' because she saw 

something in him difterent from her, but an ordinary English 
woman would like to see her son behave differently. 
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IS THE MORALITY OF JESUS PRACTICAL 1 
The deeper we go into the question, the more doubtful we 

become as to the correctness of Renan's remark concerning Jesus 
Christi which we have quoted above. The morals taught by 
him in his famous Sermon on the Mount never found favour 
even with his immediate followers. Even now they are taken as 
the besb specimen of morality taught in words, but the world has 
become 2,000 years old since then, and still can not see the way 
to bring them into practice. Even the devout members of the 
Church and the most zealous workers in modern evangelical 
campaigns find themselves unfit for the task and unable to work 
out these high principles of ethics, and are looking for the 
second advent of the Lord when the Kingdom of Heaven shall 
come to restore peace, amity and love, and man becoming 
circumcised of all stern but otherwise manly passions, will be in 
a more suitable disposition to act upon them. Some old Rishi 
even now in the Hima}ayan icebergs in the East may be able to 
appreciate them, but certainly no one in the West. 

The whole difficulty lies in realising his ministry and his 
real mission as a teacher of these rigid principles of morality. 
In my opinion, if Jesus be given his true position, it will be 
that which he himself professes and claims, shorn of all the 
graceful Pauline coverings of ecclesiastical dogma. He stands 
redeemed of his paradoxical situation, and the unpracticable 
nature of his teaching is explained. Here he seems to be in 
his right place. He was a prophet raised to reform the house 
of Israel, and to bring together its scattered sheep into one fold. 
he came to improve the morals of the Israelites and expose the 
hollowness of the knowledge of the Pharisees, who posed as the 
only expounders of Mosaic law. The law was the law of 
retribution and vengeance. lb was abused, and he came to 
explain it. He shows its proper application, and thus he came 
to fulfil ib and not to destroy it. 
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To make myself more explicit in establishing the true 
position of the Prophet Jesus, I must first refer to the circum
stances which were responsible for bringing the Law of Moses 
into existence. The children of bondage required emancipation, 
physically as well as morally. Through the bondage of many 
generations they had losb all manly morals and had become 
mean, dejected and cowardly. The crossing of the Red Sea could 

liberate them from the yoke of Egyptian Kings but it could not 
free them from the thraldom of servile habits. The law of 
Retribution, therefore, came to their rescue. I! An eye for an eye 
and a tooth £or a tooth,, was the only code of life suited to 
redeem their enervated spirits. The said law accordingly 
worked well and succeeded in turning children of bondage into 
a race of rulers and conquerors. Then came abuse. They 
forgot the spirit and began to worship the letter. They left the 
kernel and went after the husk. They insisted scrupulously on 
the literal observance of the Law of Vengeance, and in course of 

time they became a personification of vengeance. They had 
manifested slavish meekness once, but now they became anger 
incarnate. Their hatred when aroused knew no bounds. 'rhus 
they fell morally, and with it came their worldly downfall. 
They were again humbled under a foreign yoke, and began to 
pray for salvation. They needed a Redeemer, for whom they 
approg,ched Jehova through their patriarchs, and a Saviour was 
promised. The Promised Messiah came, and brought them the 
true key of salvation, but they failed to understand his mission. 
Their previous history was a ~ood lesson. They should have 
known that if their previous emancipation was through the 
law, the subseq t1ent salvation should also follow the law. If 
the law of vengeance came to regenerate them when they were 
slaves to unmanly habits and was a necessary preliminary to 
making them rulers and conquerors, the law of Mercy was 
indispensable as well to redeem them from being victims of 
anger and hatred before they could be restored to their lost. 
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supremacy. The Redeemer of the house of Isreal not only 

diagnosed the real disease which had contaminated their 
national fabric, but also came with a panacea when he said 

'Ye have heard that it hath been said ' an eye for an eye, and 

a tooth for a tooth,' but I say nnto you that ye resist not evil, 
but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek turn to him 

thy other also. And if any man will'sue thee and take away thy 

coat, let him have thy cloak, and if whosoever shall compel thee 
to go for one mile, go with him twain." 

A NEW GOSPEL. 
This law may be impracticable as t,he world th1nks, it may 

nob be consonant with its polity and common weal, but it brought 
a new Gospel to, and could save, those who had been slaves to 
hatred and anger. This law of mercy which was evolved on 

the Mount of Olives was the New Dispensationand not what has 
been dogmatically preached afterwards. Strong faith in it, and 
its practical observance, were sure to bring salvation to the 
scattered house, and not blood of the teacher who became 

a martyr for it. But '' hate thine enemy " was their watch

word, and one who taught them, "Love your enemies, bless, 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you,'' could 

not be accepted by them as heir of the throne of David and 
restorer of their lost supremacy. 

Jesus has been unfortunate iu his foes as well as 
friends. No one could understand the Covenant he renewed. 

Both wanted a kingdom. The former when disappointed became 
his enemies and could not leave him till they brought '' him 

to the 01'oss '' ; the latter, more hopeful, looked to the last time 
for the moment when their sons would have an exalted position 
with him on the throne, but no one appreciated his teaching 

he himself was a great believer in the law and its observance. 
He believed that the world and its kingdoms must go to those 

who posaessed high morals and knew how to control their 

passions. Re knew that it was much more by the cultivation 
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and possession of certain characteristics that a nation could find 
supremacy over ot,lrnrs than by the possession of military 
training and weapons of war. He knew that faith in, and 
observance of, certain laws only could create the character and 
morals desired. He knew the weak points of the Israelitiea, 

whom he came to raise, and the Law revealed to him was the 

one evolved in his Sermon on the Mount. This was the New 
Dispensation, this was the New Covenant to redeem the lost 
house, to establish which he came to the Cross and his 
martyrdom, as believed. In the renewed law lay their salva
tion. But his people rejected it and fell, to rise no more. 

CHRIST'S TEACHING. 
Unfortunately, as I remarked before, the position of Christ 

and the nature of his teaching, though clear to one not subject 
to any predilection, has always been a mystery even to his 
followers. Take him as a Prophet, Teacher and a Holy Mes
senger of God raised to bring scattered sheep together and 
restore the house •~under the wrath of God'' to its lost sup
remacy, and therefore t0 teach them morals to meet the contin

gency of the time and the place in which he lived, the whole 
mystery is solved, and he commands all the respect and 
reverence which a human mind can feel for one of the greatest 
teachers of, and martyrs to, truth. But take him as a God and 
you a,rc beseli with difficulties never to be surmounted. Read 
his teaching in the light of the facts explained above, and the 
impracticability becomes a Possibility, or rather a necessity 
suited to the reqiurements of the time aud the people addressed. 
But to try to find in them some germs of Divinity simply because 
they cannot be practised by an average human being, and because 
lihe modern mind is too sordid to take them seriously, is simply 
to betray one's ignorance of an ordinary theory of legislation and 
its progress and evolution. 

CHRIST'S DIVINITY. 
Of his two characters iu representing humanity and Divini• 
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ty, I think I have now discussed the human side of his character 
within necessary bounds, but much more is still to be said un
der the other heading. The world was not without its idea of 
God and .His attributes before the advent of Christ. It came 
either through Divine revelation or His work as revealed in 
Nature; and these indices of Divine character induced man to 
believe Him an Almighty God, Omnipotent, All-powerful; 
Conqueror and not to be conquered; Destroyer of the wicked 
and Vanquisher of, and not to be vanquished by, His enemies, 
But it is a great shock to find in the Son of Mary something 

damaging to our deeply rooted sublime notion of Divine dignity. 
A God iu man, but caught and bound by the Jews, Lord of 
the Universe but evincing fear and anxiety to save His life, 
which it is believed He came voluntarily to sacrifice; He is 
smitten and abused; He is scurrilously subjected to coarse jokes 
and inhuman derisions, compelled reluctantly to drink the 
mortal "cup.'' Did He not try to hide Himself when He heard 
of the Jewish conspiracy against His life? It was perhaps 
owing to the human element in Him, but after the event called 

the Resurrection, He had overcome death and had got a ''celes
tial life" ; He had no reason to evince fear and hide himself 
again, but He did. This is what an Eastern mind unfortunately 
cannot conceive of God. 

EXPLANATION OF CHRIST'S CHARACTER. 
There is, however, an explanation to it. Patience is a Di

vine moral quality, and required manifestation, and got its full 
epiphany in the Lord. I admit that God is patient. We see 
Divine meekness in allowing wickedness to take the upper hand, 
sin to become rampant and evil to prevail sometimes, but we 
see God vindicated in the final destruction of iniquity and 

unrighteousness. It is in the light of this Di vine victory thab 
the former passiveness becomes a providential patience and 
radiates with its full lustre, otherwise the suffering of every 
helpless creature is a Divine manifestation. This is whab we 
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rell.d in the sacred literature of a1l the nations on ths surface of 
the earth. '.Phis is wha.t comes to redeem Druidism and even 

paganism. Dumb nature even bears witness to the truth, where 
unhealthy mnitt,er sometimes finds luxuriant growth simply to 
be annihilated by the self-assertive cosmic energy. God show
ed His forbearance and patience, hut was His indestructible 

nabure aod power of destroying others vindicated in the life of 

Christ ? The world has seen many martyrs for the right cause 

besides Jesus. They suffered like Him and evinced similar 

patience. Was God revealed in them all? There ought to be 
some line of demarcation between a man~ and God as a man. 
It is rather in the destruction of His enemies by His own H:lnd 

than io His self-destrucLion, and that also expedited by wicked 
enemies, that God is glorified. Had. his enemies seen their 
destruction at the hand of Jesus, the Glory of God would have 
seen redemption. •rheir subsequent annihilation, if any, proves 
nothing. 'l'he enemies of every martyr to truth besides 
Christ met the same fate. Thev could not snrvive for a long 
~ime and truth gained its supremacy in their discomfi_ture 
m almost every case. The Hindu philosopher has conceived 
~ more dignified and sublimer idea of Deity than a theologian 
m the,West. If God took human birth in the manger once, He 
was born more than half a dozen times in the Brahmanical soil, 
but under environments more befitting His Divine grandeur. It is 
the prevalence of sin, no doubt, which causes His appearance in 
every case, but in India He comes to destroy the wicked 
and the unrighteous and est;ablish His Kingdom, while in 
the land of Galilee He fails a helpless victim to them. Natur
a.ll_y the first of the two is preferable and more consonant with 
His ~xn.lted position, but His possession of tender passive 
moraht7 ca.nr:ot be ignored. To my mind both His appear
ances, m Indrn and in Bethlehem, are not free from defect. 
His complete epiphany would be in n, case which combines 
all His moral attributes. He should appear at a time when 
sin is at its climax; He should come in a humble position like 
Jesus, He should fight in the ca11se of truth like Krishna, and 
He should finally come out victorious like Ralilchandra. This 
is what is requii-<Jd of a God in man, and if it be possible than 
God reveals Himself in rnan> it is Muhammad and not any other 
worthy m~:11ber of the noble race of prophets who satisfies a.11 
these requirements. 
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Notes and Comments. 
The ileeds of the Ceylon Muslims. 

AN APPEAL. 
A young gentleman, named Muhammad B. \V. Tye, in whose 

teins seems to run the blood of a true patriot, sends us a long 
letter in which he depicts the lamentable condition of the 
Ceylon Muslims, and his earnest desire for the welfare of his 
countrymen has prompted him to address through the .Review 
of Religions an appeal to the Indian Muslims exhorting them to 
come to the assistance of their brethren in Ceylon. He says :-

" We are the most backward community in the Island. 
English education among us commenced too late owing to the 
astounding bigotry and the unreasoning aversion to learning 
anything from the English displayed by the forefathers of the 
Ceylon Muslims. The old prejudices are now dying a natural 
death, and there is a general awakening among the local Moslema • 
. . . . . English education is spreading slowly but surely. There 
are unfortunately, however, no facilities here for the dissemina

tion of religious and Arabic education. Consequently religion ia 
much neglected. Many ignorant customs exist and much super
stition prevails. Up-to-date Ulemaus who can explain Islam 

in the light of truth and modern knowledge are non•est •.••• 
Lip-profession of Islam is the rule of the day . . . . . . The 
community is composed of Moors, Malaya and Indian settlers. 
There are very many wealthy men, but charity, public spirit 
and philanthropy are most rare, although much of the trade of 
the colony is in the hands of my enterprising co-religionists. 
Jealousy is rampant and many other kinds of vice are playing 
havoc. . . . . . . . And all this because there is no proper 

religious and moral training. . . . . Another evil is that in the 
course of their progress and advancement in English education, 
t1 certain section of the community has been carried away by 
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the damnable materialism of the West. They set bad examples 
by committing the most injudicious acts in merely aping the 
Westerners in all their manners, customs and usages. They seem 
to be so charmed by the outside look of the social life of the 
Westerners that they are unable to distinguish what is good from 
what is bad according to Islam; no hindrance is placed in their 

way. All are alike apathetic. There is no genius to rouse us 
up from this unhappy state. The women are kept in gross 
ignorance, so as to justify the chargeti made against us by 
wicked men that we are the despisers of the fair sex . . • . To 

a stranger's eye the community will seem from outside to be ~u 
very well, but to one living in their midst, the whole is m dark 
picture, alas, to me the charms of Islam's true spirit are invisi

ble in this land.'' 

According to our correspondent, the Muslim community in 

Ceylon stands in sore need of two things, firstly, a religious and 
secular newspaper in English, and secondly, a model Moslem 
educational institute. He says: '' As I said befoie, there are 
very many rich men among us, chiefly ~mong the Moors, but 
these men live only to foast and riot. They have no ideas of 
progress and look down upon all others, even the educaited and 
respectable amoo~ the poor section of the Muslim community . 

. . • . . • In the meanwhile education is slowly spreading only 
among the middle and poor classes of the Moslems here. With 
this their neede. are becoming greater and are being more 
urgently felt. One of these is a newspaper which will open its 

columns to the free discussion of social and religious problems of 
vital importance to the community, besides giving them news of 
the outer Moslem world. . . . . The field is open for any enter
prising Moslem, and there is a great clamour now a days for a 
Moslem newspaper to be published locally. When the war broke 
out in Tripoli, one of the local dailies, the Independent, began 

to calumniate the Turkish nation. The Moslems here grew 
nidignant at this, and resorted to the tactic of finding their 
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wounded feelings ventilated in the MornJ,ng Leader, the rival of 
the Independent. Both these are popu!~ir U{Hvspapers, con
ducted by native Christi;,;,n bodies. . . . . . But newspapers run 
by Euwpea.ns or Christian natives do not exist for 0ur good. 
We must have our own.'' 

Speaking ot' the second crying need of Ceylon Muslims, 
'Viz., a model Muslim educational institute, our correspondent 
says : "Our next great need are educational institutes suitable 
to our requirements in the matter of religious and secular 
education. There are oo such schools, and clubs and associa
tions are rara specimen.. The best .illngli.;h education that the 
Moslem yonth gains is either in a .Missionary, Government or 
private College under non-Muslim control. It is not to be 
wonder<::d at, therefore, that the young ancl rising generation of 
Muslims here begin to develop a grosi.;ly un-Moslem char
acter.'' Our correspondent wishes us to persuade some eminent 
Indian Moslems, joumalists, educationists and preachers, to 
go over to Ceylon and try to stir np the Ceylonese Moalems 
from their intellectual lethargy. "Educated Indian Moslems'' 
says he, "'who will come to labour among us will alwt'iys, I am 
sure, be accorded a warm welcome. One of the failings of 
Moslems throughout the world is that they do not travel enough 
to seek knowledge and do good work. Indian Moslems are the 
most backward in this respect. To accelerate the Renaissance 
of Islam it is absolutely necessary that milturecl and enlightened 
Moslems should, at some self-sacrifice even, go to the dark 
corners of the Moslem world and propa.gate reforms. I! you 
can give only suggestions of this kind in your Review, I a.m sure 
they will be taken up by those who are in a position to do so.'' 

What our correspondent says of the Muslims of Ceylon is 
more or less true of the Muslims of other countries also. 
Ceylon lies close to India. and we wish some Muhammadan 
gentlemen in India should make a response to Mr. Tye's appeal. 
It is indeed greatly to be desired that preachers should go to 
different parts of the world and t,ry to rouse the Muslim 
communities from their lethargy. Such a course is adapted 
not only to wake up the various Muslim communities that are 
scattered over the face of the Earth from their slumber, but 
to strengthen the ties that unite the Muslims all over the globe 
into one brotherhood. 

The plans followed by men have their uses and the efforts 
made by mortals bear their fruit. But the present condition 
of the M uslima, particularly from the religious point of view, is 
ISO degraded that none save a person raised by God can bring 
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about a transformation a.moug the Muslim people. Islam is the 
religion of God, and in t.he Holy QuraD 1:Ie promises it His own 
proteot10n. It was witb reforence to thii:'1 divine promise that 
the Holy Prophtt (o:n whom be peace and the blessings of God) 
said :-•' Verily God will. serni to His people, at the beginning 
of each century, him who shall ranew ills religion.'' In accord
ance with this promise, God raised Ahmad of Qadian in this age. 
He ie called Zul•Qarnai?'I, (lit. one of twu centuries) in the Holy 
Quran, for he was to appear at a time when he was to witness 
two centuries of all the principal eras of the world. Thus he wit
nessed both the thirteenth and the fourteenth centuries of the 
Muslim erl!t, the nineteenth and the tNentieth centuries of the 
Christian era, and so on with all the chief eras of the world. 
He hO)s st,arted f.l. propagr,,nda and the promises vf God in the 
sacred books of ~n the great religions of the world relate to the 
advent of a great Reformer in the latter days aud point to the 
fact that the real transformation of the world will, through God's 
help, be brought about through this Reformer. Islam, the true 
Islam, will ultimately dominat,e all the religions of the world. 
The lovers of truth in all the nations of the Earth will see the 
truth of Islam as represented by Ahmad. Do you say, the 
Reformer is dead ? No, he is living. We are witnessing the 
truth of his prophecies and the power of his wonderful works 
even to-day al! we did wh6u he moved among us in his body of 
clay. His spirit and hi~ zeal for the pr.opag2.tion of the truth 
of Islam i~ still animating hi:3 devoted followers and the only 
task: in which they are engaged day and night is the spreading 
of the light of Islam. The Ahmadiyya Movement has no other 
r.spiration and no other ambition. The founder of the move
ment came with a pt:n, with a power to purify the souls of men, 
and throngh him God 5poke end revealed great events of the 
future l'!O that the world might know that God exists, that He 
still spoke to His chosen servants as He spoke to His elecb ones 
in the piist rmcl that the confinement of this gift to the true 
followers of Islam was a sign of the fact that the true religion 
with God was Islam. •ro the Muslims, I say, if you wish to 
see true reformation wrought among you, form a true and 
sincere oonnection with the successor of Ahmad and get your 
souls purified through his holy influence. To-day no body can 
reach God except throngh the door of the Holy Prophet (on 
whom be peace and the blessings or God) and no one can find 
Ii.ccess to this door but through the path of Ahmad. Belier in 
the messengers 1>£ God is an indispensable article of faith 
in IslAm, and those who are acquainted with the prophecies 
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that speak of the advent of a. messenger in the latter days, 
especially those made by the Holy Prophet of Arabia, may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him, can oob deny the 
facb that the Promised Messiah is also spoken of as an apostle of 
God. It is an error to think that Jesus of Nazareth would 
come back and lead the Muslims as their Messiah. He is dead 
and the dead do not return to this Earth. " Behind them is a 
barrier, until the day when they shall be raised again." (%xiii 
102). The Holy Prophet (on whom be peace and the blessings of 
God) while speakin9 of the Promised Messiah said: ,..G,.-o l,,.. t,.. J , 

i. ~., " He will be a lemder of yours from you." Sahih 
Bukharee). The re is a pMalleli~m between the systems fou!lded 
by Moses and the Holy Prophet of Arabia, may peace and 
the blessings of God be upon them both. The latter has been 
likened to the former (vide Surtt.h lxxiii, 15) and the successors 
to the one have been likened to the sucoeesors to the other (vide 
Surah xxiv, 54) ; and it was to point to this similarity that the 
last successor of the Holy Prophet was called after the last suc
cessor of Moses. It is ~n insult to the followers of the Holy 
Prophet, who have been deecribed in the Holy Quran as ,.,. 1 J!:A 
{the best of all peoples) that they should be held as incapable of 
producing a. reformer from among themselves, and a dead 
reformer from the Israelite nation, a follower of the book of 
Moses, be sest book to this Earth to reform and lead the Muslim 
people. The promised reformer was to rise from among the 
Muslim people, he was not to come down from heaven or to rise 
up from a tomb. That 1'.'eformer has come with his credentials, 
and in is the duty of lbll Muslims to accept him. It is the will 
of God that the regeneration not only of the Muslims but of \he 
whole world be wrought through him. This is now the true 
way to regeneration, let those who will, follow it. 

Lessons of the Twentieth Century Crusades. 
Christianity has an apalling record of cold-blooded and 

inhuman massacres perpetrated by its pious votaries in the 
name of religion. But the '' civilized" Christians of the 
present age seem to have clean forgotten all the atrocities 
committed by the Christians of the earlier generations. We 
are now-a-days told by the Christian Missionaries that Chris
tianity is a religion of tolerance and peace, while Islam is the 
religion of the sword, and that its followers spread it at the 
point of sword. They seem to have utterly forgotten the fact 
that Christianity, as soon as it attained power, hogan to spread 
its doctrines by sword, fire and cruel instruments of torture. 
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They never tire of representing the followers of Islam as blood
thirsty savages and speak of themselves as models of meekness 
and love. The recent raid of Italy on the dominions of Turkey 
and the war that is now going on in the Balkan Peninsula have, 
however, given th~ !ie t? _t~e ~tate_ment of the Christian 
Missionary that Chr1st1an civ1hzat10n 1s only another name for 
love, liberty and charity. Italy not only played the parb of a 
brigand by making ~ -sudd~n descent upon the territory of its 
neighbour, but also ,.nlled m cold-bl?od thousands of helpless 
Muslims, old men, women and children, ~hus showrng that 
"Christian civilization'' is as capable of revoltmg brutality as the 
most si:i,vage people that ever liv•ed on this Earth. This impres
sion has been only confirmed by the recent unutterable atrocities 
committed by the Balkan allies on helpless Muslims and Jews-

The Vien.na correspondenb of the London D<1,ily Telegraph 
writes to that paper under date the 31st December last:-

The horrors of the Balkan War are coming gradually to 
the knowledge of the European public. The crimes of the Serbs 
against the Albanians, of the Greeks against the Jewish 
population of Salonika, and of the Bulgarians against the 
Roumanians and Islamites form one of the most terrible chapters 
of modern history. An association has been founded in 
Constantinople with the object of collecting documents and 
information on the atrocities of the Balkan armies and bands, 
which will be published in a Black and Red Book and circulated 
throughout the entire world. In this collection of facts the 
following narrative will be found, which an Austrian lady 
living in Kavalla sent by letter to her brother, who is living in 
Vienna. It must be remarked that the original of this letter, 
which chiefly deals with the cruelties of the Bulgarian 
"Komitadjis,'' is in the hands of the Vienna authorities. This 
lady writes from Kavalla on December 9 to the Vienna Montaga 
Zeitung :-

''Just a month ago five robbers-no, 1 mean ''Komitadjis," 
paid by the Bulgarian Government-arrived here suddenly at; 
eight in the morning, took the Governor of the city prisoner, 
and declared it a Bulgarian town. The Greeks living here 
raised their voices in rejoicings, joined the robbersi and behaved 
as if they were possessed. During the afternoon twenty-five or 
thirty more robbers arrived, and announced that bhe place was 
under Bulgarian rule. On the following day the whole town 
went to meet them, with the exception of we foreigners, taking 
the Greek bishop with them, and the ladie8 putting flowers in. 
barrels of the rifles carried by the robbers and bandits, while all 
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the belli, were rung, and in the evening the city was illuminated. 

"MAN Hu~n" BEGUN, 

44 On the following day a man hunt,' or, more properly 
speaking, a 4Turk hunt,' began. People who had committed 
no other crime than that they were Isla.mites, and the besb 
situated in the city, were taken prisoners and executed without 
even the pretence of a trial, in the cruellest manner. For thls 
purpose the Bulgars employed two Americans. 'l1he civilized 
nations will hear with astonishment wha.t is possible among 
Christians in the nineteenth century. At midnight the prisoners 
were awakened and bound together, half naked, in twos and 
threes, and then wounded in the abdomen between the 1·ibs, and 
in other parts of the body, with ba,yonets The murderers then 
reversed their rifles and beat them to death with the butt-end 
of their guns like mad dogs. Age or rank formed no reason 
for mercy. On the first night thirty-nine were tortured to death, 
on the second :fifteen, on the third eight, and on the following 
night thirty, until 115 ,vere killed in Kavalla alone, 

"In Serres, a neighbouring city, the Turks defended 
themselves, and shot two soldiers. 'I1hereupon their officer took 
out his watch and said: 'It is four o'clock now. You may do 
what you like to the Turks until four to-morrow.' That was 
enough for the soldiers. The brutal wretches murdered 1,200 
Turks in twenty-four hours. 

END OF THE DRAM-\. 

'' At Xanthie the people took refuge in the mosques, bnt 
the bloodhounds followed them thete, cut,ting them down and 
backing them to pieces. All this was done in the name of the 
Cross and in the honour of God! 'f'he drama concluded with 
the beheading of a rich Turk, whose head was then placed on 
the top of a box and a pipe placed in his mouth. 

'' When all the Turks were massacred the soldiers turned 
their attention to the Jews. But naturally only to the rich 
Jews. They were carried away to Scherisaban and tortured 
for six long days, and then liberated on payment of ransoms of 
.£11,000, but the manner of their liberation was almost more 
horrible than their capture. At midnight the prison gates were 
suddenly opened and a cry of 'Forward!' was heard. 
Naturally the~ believed that their last hour had come, and they 
were nearly frightened to death. When they learnt that they 
were free they naturally begged to be allowed to remain there 
until break of day. This was not permitted. They were forced 
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to tr,1,vcl ou foot in the streaming rain for seven hours, and 
among them there was an old man of 80. Meanwhile the 
soldiers murdered the entire male populi-.i.tion of Scherisaban, a 
Turkish village, and only three men who managed to escape 
their notice remained living. 

FURTHER ATROCITIES, 

"Here in Kavalla a solemn service was commanded for 
November 21st, because it was believed that Constantinople 
had surrendered. At nightfall the city was again illuminated, 
whHe eighteen 'furks were murdered. Thereupon all the 
mosques were proclaimed Christian churches, and the demolition 
of the miuaret;s was proceeded with. The Turkish cemeteries, 
graves, and monuments ,vere devastated in the most dreadful 
manner, ma.ny of the grave-stones being broken into pieces. 
The soldiers broke into the Tnrkish houses, where the men had 
been murdered, despoiled them, and maltreated the women. 
They terribly mutilated one woman, and killed her before the 
eyes of her children. These murderers are now no longer here, 
but a military dictator has been put in command, while the 
leader has threatened the resident Greeks that anyone who 
resists will be sent to the military court at Drama. The Greeks 
were not accustomed to such language under the ' oppressive' 
rule of the Turks, and they say that if the land remains 
Bulgarian they will emigrate. There are even some who sigh 
for the hated dominion of the Turks, but it is now too late. 

''The Khedive has already sent flour on two occasions, :6.rsb 
4,500 sacks and then 1,000, while 3,000 Turks have left the 
country to go to Egypt. 'l'he Khedive has shown more 
magnanimity than the civilised Christians, for he had these 
5,500 sacks of flour distributed among the poorer population of 
Ktwalla without distinction of religion, albhough he knew what 
cruelties had been shown towards his co-religionists. 

·' Everyone has fled, and a terrible time of trouble is 
appro:tching. The continual rain has ruined the crops, the 
labourers are dead or crippled, while others have lefb the 
country. I cannot imagine what will happen in the future, for 
robbers will spring up like mushrooms, and murder and plunder 
will tben begin in earnest." 

ATROCITIES IN ALBANIA. 

Buda-Pesth, December 31. 
King Ferdinand of Bulgaria, in his proclamation of war, 

1poke of a coo:flic~ between the Cross and the Crescent. Tha 
Croia was ever the symbol of humanity and mercy, viruue1 
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whioh the Turks, in their numerous fights c1,gainst the Christian 
peoples, frequently neglected to practise. In the last Balkan 
war, however, thi~ did not hold good. Those fighting under the 
Cross betrayed tne symbol of hurcanity and mercy in many 
cases. The atrocities whiGh the Servian soldiers and officers 
were responsible for in Albania are established by the reports of 
Austrian, English, Italian, and Norwegian war correspondents. 
It app~ars that the ,~ man hunts'~ which Servia perpetrated in 
Albama have been forgotten durrng the last few weeks in the 
more :Qres~ing cases caused by the possibf lity of a general con~ 
flagrat1on m Europe. But now they agam come to the light of 
day, for all the reporta on the cruelties practised by the Servian 
soldiers have been t;athered by the llustro-Hungarian authorities 

EXTERMINATION POLICY. 

I have had an opportuni·hy of seeing these reports, and I 
am in a position to say that all the cruel persecutions related in 
the history of the world have been repeated in the most flagrant 
manner by the troops of General J ankovitch. On their march 
through Albania to the sea the Servi.ans did not only treacher
ously murder, and execute armed Albanians, but their horrible 
cruelty did nob stop at falling upon unarmed, defenceless persons, 
old men, women, children, and infants at the breast. The 
Servian officers, intoxicated by victory, declared that the most 
effectual pa.cification of Albania would be the tot2.l extermination 
of Albanians. This mot d'ordre was quickly adopted by the Ser
vfan army of occupation, and was put into practice, Between 
Kuma.novo and Uskub some 3,000 persons were dona to death; 
near Pristina 5,000, exclusively Arnauts, foll beneath the hands 
of the Serbs. This was not in honourable fight, but by un
justifiable murder, and to carry out these crimes the maddened 
soldiers even invented new methods of cruelty to satisfy their 
lusb for blood. In many villages all the houses were set on fire, 
and as the unfortunate inhabitants fled before the flames they 
were shob down like rats as they appeared in the open. Men 
were shot in sight of their wi,•es and children, and afterwards 
the helpless women were forced to watch their children being 
literally carved to pieces with bayonets. 

Even the papers which appear in Belgrade narrate the 
atrocities practised by the Servian soldiers without shame. When 
the re~iment of Colonel Ostoitch entered Prizrend the Colonel 
shouted '' Kill." The Belgrade papers say that hardly had this 
order been given '' than the soldiers rushed into the houses a.nd 
murdered everyone who fell into their hands." 
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But the tale of the atrocities which were perpetrated in 
Albania is by no means exhausted. The deeds done in Prilep, 
Kossovo, and W erschitza exceed every thing which the 
Albanians had to suffor under the Turkish rule. An Albauia.n 
of note who fled from Prizrend to Graz, in 81yria, and who had 
studied in Austria as a youth, relates the following story:-

MURDERS IN UsKUB, 

'' Whoever denounced an Albanian to the Servians was 
sure that the man would be shot. 1t happened repeatedly thab 
persons who owed money to Albanian Muhammadans informed 
on them, designating them as traitors. They were invariably 
hanged, and the debtor was enabled to purchase the house and 
farm of the vict,iro i:tit an absurdly low price. In Uskub 
unarmed Albanians were simply shob down by Servian officers 
in the street, and if only a hunting knife was found in a house 
the owner was shot. No mercy was shown." 

The less the resistance of the Albanians to the invading 
army the greater were ·the atrocities. 

At Verisovitch the Servian commander invited the fugitives
to return and lay down their arms. After they had done this 
400 persons we!'e cut down. In the whole of Verisovitch merely 
h~lf a dozen Muhammadan families were left alive. At Pana 
the Serbs killed their prisoners, while at Varos and Pristina. 
the population was literally decimated. The Servian officers 
themselves say that they '' hunted out" the Albanians, and an 
officer boasted that he bad shot down nine Albanians in one day. 

Had these atrocities been committed by the Muslims, the 
whole of Christian Europe would have been con vu ised with 
indignation, and the whole Christendom would have resound
ed with denunciations of these cruelties and the whole Chris
tian population of the world would have clamoured for revenge. 
But now that the perpetrators are Christians and the victims 
are Muslims, these atrocities will probably be passed by as if 
nothing had happened. The conduct of the Italia-m and the 
Balkan allies has one benefit. It has exposed the much boasted 
" Christian '' civilization and taught us that some of the 
civilii..ed Christian nations of Europe are quite capable of tram
pling upon the rights of their non-Christian neighbour8 and 
plunging their cold steel into helpless victims-and all this 
without feeling the slightest remorse, and that the much talked 
of love, of the civilized Christians is after all a delusion so far 
at least as the Italians and the B.1lkau allies are concerned, 
Will the Christian l\:l issionary still continue talking of the love 
and charity of the Christian people? 
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The Prophecy about Turkey. 
Onr readers are ,1,ware of the prophecy which so long ago 

ae the 4th of January, 1904, the Promised Messiah published 
about the 11urkish Empire. It runs thus:-

'.:l _,~iii .... r~lt ~Jl~ '.:J,. r• ., V° J ~ , J J J 1..i r., JJ J i.::..-~1~ 

i,tJ, " The Rumees have been aefeated in the land hard by ; but 
after their defeat, they shall be victorious.'' This prophecy lrns 
been published not cnl.>_7 in India by means ot' pam phl~ts and 
newspapers, bnt also rn England, but we learn that rn some 
papers and pamphlets a mistake has been c~mmitt~d w_ith regard 
io the wording of the prophecy• The mistake 1s this that nhe 
words ~, in a few years" have been added to the words of the 
prediction. This error s~ems to be. d l:e to the fact that tha 
iame revelation occurs m the begmnrng of the 30th Sura Of 
the Holy Quran and there the words ~~lw t_...6~ u,; are also added 
to the prophecy. The word t_..a.! in Arabic denotes a number 
from 3 to 10. The Quranic prophecy referred to the defeat of 
the Oonstantinopolitan Empire by the Persians in Syria and 
predicted the victory of the former over the latter before 10 
years had elapsed from the date of the publication of the 
prophecy. The fulfilment of this prophecy is writ la.rge on the 
pages of history and we refer the readets to a detailed discus
sion of this prophecy in the Review of Religions for September 
and October, 1911. 

Thi& new revelntion which foretold the defeat of bha 
Constanlinopolitan Empire in a, land close by, and which also 
gave the glad tidings of ,1 victory afoer defeat was also given in 
the words of the Holy Quran, bttb the plm:i.so Ji bidci g{m,n was 
omitted, as the readers can verify by n. reference to tho Review 
of Relig,ions (Urdn edit;ion) for January, 19011,, w horG the 
original words of the rcvobtion were given with vowel nmrks 
and the Review of Relig,i01rn (lDnglish edition) for October 1911: 
'fhe omission is significant. If the phrase in question had been 
added, this _would h,wo meant ,tlrnt the promised vic!iory won Id 
not come for three years after the defeat and would not be 
delayed for a period longer than 10 yenrs. rrhc omission of 
thii phraso is nob without a meaning, as the result will show. 
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