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THE TEACHINGS OF ISLAM 
. ls an English translation of the paper written by the late 

M1r_z3: G-hulam Ahmad, the Promised Messiah, for the Great 
Rehg10us Conference held at Lahore in Decem her 1896. It 
contai~s two hundred pages of learned disquisitions on the 
followmg five subjects from a Muslim's point of view, viz., (1) 
the physical, moral and spiritual conditions of man; (2) the state 
of _man in the lifo after death; (3) the real object of man'o 
existence and the means of its attainment; ( 4) the effect of actions 
in tho present life and the life to come; and (5) the 6ourcoa of 
Divine knowledge. 

The paper contains an exposition of [slam, such ti.q is not 
met with in any book hitherto published on Islam in any 
language. Even among the book!:! written by the Promised 
~fo~si_ah, ~-'J1he Teachings of Islam'~ occupies a unique position. 
lt 1s 1:1 fact a comprehensive cou1rnentary of the Holy Quran, 
throwrng on its teachings and doctrines a light such as ~vaH 
never shed before. Late Count Tolstoy expressed the followrng 
opinion of one of its parts :-'1 I approved very much two articleH, 
How· to get rid of ~sin' ancl ~the Life to comP.' The idea is 
very profound and very true." No English knowing Mnssal
man should be without a copy of this valuable book. 'I'he 
price of the book is Re. 1-4 or ls. 6d. net, and it can be had 
from the Manager, ··Re_l?iP.w of Relig,i11n.~,'' Qadian, India, or 
Messrs. Luzac and Cu., 46, Great Russell Street, London, W. 0. 

'PHE MANAGER, 
Reniew nf Reliy-ion.'3, Qad,ian. 

I\'lUSLIM INDIA AND ISLAMIC REVIE'V\t. 
A :Monthly .Journal devoted to the interests of lhe Muslims, Edited liJ Kil 
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The Perfect Religion. 
VI. Marriage and Divorce. 

THE CONDITION OF WOMEN IN PRE-ISLAMITE ARABIA. 
"The whole history of Muhammadan legislation,'' savs the 

Right Honourable Syed Ameer Ali, '' is a standing rebuke to 
those who consider that the position of women under the Islamic 

laws is one of exceptional severity and degradation.'' To appre

ciate fully the value of the reforms instituted by :Muhammad 
(may peace and blessings of God be \;lpon him) in the position of 

women, one has only to imagine the extreme degradation to 
which the women were reduced among the Arabs before the 
coming of the Great Prophet. '£he wandering bedouin of the 
desert doubtless felt a chivalrous reverence for women, a,nd 
through the rugged poetry of the desert, we may still have 
glimpses into certain phases of the bedouin's career of gallantry; 

but it is certain that side by side with this knightly spirit there 
was that degraded conception of womankind rooted in the Arab 
people which from the first Islam was fated to eradicate. The 
women of trading cities and villages io pll.rliicular groaned under 
the oppression of the 'stronger sex.' •• 'l1he marriage tie was 

certainly very loose among the ancient Arabs. The ceremony 

itself was of the briefest. The man said khitb ( i.e. I am an 

asker-in-marriage), and the giver-away answered nikh (i.e~, I am 
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a giver-in-marriage), and the knot was thus tied, only to be 

undone with equal facility and brevity. The frequency of 
divorce among the Arabs does not speak well for their 

constancy, and ml.St have had a degrading effect upon the 
women."* Before Islam a woman had no voice in the matter 

of her marria.ge; her male guardian could give her in marriage 
to whomsoever he chose. And, in the house of her husband she 

wa.s only a part of his property, so that, on his death, the 

widow also descended to the son as a lawful part of his inheri
tance. The right of possession over the widow was signified by 
casting a sheet of cloth on her immediately after the death of 

her husband.t If a widow effected an esnape before the sheet 
was thrown over her, the heir appropriated to himself the 

dower. If there were several widows and several heirs, the 
widows were divided among them with the inheritance. There 

waa no limit to the number of wives a man could have; and the 

wives often received the most brutal treatment at the hands of 

iheir husbands. Incest was rife everywhere, and adultery was 
an every-day occurrence. H was not unoften that the guardians 

assailed the honour of the defenceless female orphans placed 
under their charge, and tampered with their property. The 
barbarous custom of burying alive the female children obtained 
among the people even till the rise of L,larn ! 

• S. Lane Poole. 

t An exception was, however, made in the case of the 
natural mother of the heir. 

! The verses of the Holy Quran that speak of this in• 
human custom are worth quoting1-'" And they ilScrihe daugh
ters unto God ! Glory be to Him ! But they desire them non 
for themselves ; For, when the birth of a daughter is announc
ed to any one of them, dark shadows settle on his face, and he 
is sad : He hideth him fr0m the people because of the ill 
tidioga : shall he keep it with disgrace or bury it in the dust? 
Are not their judgments wrong?'' Quran xvi, 59-61. 
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REFORMS INAUGURATED BY THE H-OLY PROPHET IN 
THE CONDITION OF WOMEN 

If ever. in Arabia, women needed a saviour who would 
raise them from the depths of degradation, it was the first half 
of the seventh century of the Christian era. The saviom· soon 
came in the person of Muhammad. He brought from heaven a 
religion which taught respect for women, forbade odious 
marriages, imposed many restrictions upon divorce, made 
adultery and fornication severely punishable, provided for the 
protection of !ihe honour and property of the female orphan 
wards against the lust and cupidity of their guardians, and 
above all, abolished the inhuman custom of destroying infant 
daughters by burying them alive. 

\Ve quote here some of the verses of the Holy Quran which 
will give an idea of the nature of the reforms the Prophe, 
inaugurated in the condition of women. "And marry not women 
whom your fathers have married: for, this is a shame, and 
hateful, and an evil way, though what is past may be allowed. 
Forbidden to you are your mothers, and your daughters, and 
your sisters, and your aunts, both on the father's and the 

mother's side, and your brothers' daughters, and your sisters' 
daughi;ers, and your mothers who have given you suck, and 
your foster-sisters, and your wives' mothers, and your daughters 
in-law which are under your-•tuition, born of your wives unto 
whom ye have gone in, (but if ye have not gone in unto them, 
it shall be no sin in you to marry them,) and the wives of your 
sons who proceed out of your loins ; and ye may not take to wife 
two sisters, except where it is already past: for God is gracious 
a.nd merciful."• ''If any of your women be guilty of whoredom, 
then bring four witnesses from among yourselves against them ; 
and if they bear witness to the fact, shut them up within their 
houses until death releaee them, or God make some way for 

•Qurao, IV, 20, 21. 
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them. And if two 0£ you commit b he same crime, then punish 
them both; but if they turn and amend, then let them be, for 
God is He who turneth, aad is mercifu:l.''l '' Ye murder not 
your children for fear lest ye be reduced to poverty''2. "And 
when the female child that had been buried alive shall be asked 

for what crime she was put to death.''3 '' Kill not your 
children for fear of want: for them and for you will We provide, 

Verily, the killing them is a great wickedness."4 4' And 
give to the orphans their property; substitute not worthless 

things of your own for their valuable ones, and devour not their 

property after adding it to your own; for this is a great sin. 

And if ye fear that ye shall not act with equity toward'3 orphans 

of the female sex, take in marriage of such other women as 
please you .''5 H Surely they who devour the possessions of 
orphans unjustly shall swallow down nothing but fire into their 
bellies, and shall broil in raging flames ''.6 

The laws of marriage and divorce were so framed by the 

Prophet that they may ensure the permanence of marriage 

(1) Quran, iv, 14, 15. Commentators explain these verses 
variously, some holding that the p11nishment me>ntioned in ,the 
first verse was subsequently exchanged for 100 stripes in the 
case of a maiden (see Quran, xxiv1 2) and for stoning in the 
case of a married woman. The latter is not infer.red from any 
verse of the Quran, but from a saying of the Prophet ~~3.J 1 

f7"") ) ~~1J t! The second verse, according to some, refers to 
Sodomy. 

(2) Quran, vi, 151. 

(4) Ibid, xvii, 33. 
(3) Ibid, lxxxi, 8, 9. 

{5) Ibid, iv, 2 ,3. 

(6) Qura1~, iv, 9. rrnere are numerous sayings ascribed to 
Muhammad tnat teach the duty of dealing kindly with the 
helpless orphans. The Prophet always used to speak of them 
in the most touching words, and always remembered his own 
ex~erie~10es as an orpha~ .. ''Certainly the anxiety he exhibited 
to a!lev1ate the sad co_nd1t10n of such is most praiseworthy. His 
terrible curses against the oppressors of such evince the 
earnestness of bis purpose to reform this abuse.''-'\VB:ERRY. 
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relat,ions withont impairing the individual freedom. These 
laws display a wonderful insight into human nature inasmuch as 
they never lost sigh:; of exceptional circumstances requiring 

special treatment, and have the merit of being accessible even to 
the poorest individual. As in the religious exercises incumbent 

on the Muslim, the laws point to a via mPdia,I, so too, in the 

fcrmu1ation of the laws of marriage and divorce, extremes have 
been avoided in favour of a golden mean. If, under certain 
circumstances, more than one wife is permitted, or dissolution 
of marriage is favoured, it is because of the operation 
of the same principle of flexibility that governs the E.ntire body 

of the Islamic laws. It is certain that some of tbe fine teachings 
of the Prophet of Islam have perished beneath the massive 
weight of later juristic creations and lost their native potency: 

it is equally certain that the Islamic laws of marriage and 
divorce have been abused, and sometimes flouted, in certain 
Muslim lands; but the wisdom of the laws has always extorted 

universal admiration. Nor can the laws themselves be respon

sible for the delinquencies of the individual, or for the in .. 
generous efforts of the priest to twist the laws in favour of the 
person for whom he holds brief. " All .human legislation," so 
wrote the Comrade some time ago in a sensible note 2, u re
cognises the nAed of elasticity ~1nd makes exceptions, and 
divine law should not be credited with the imperfec~ion of 
hide-bound rigidity, specially when it is believed to be subject 
to no amendment and no repeal. But exceptions should be 
clearly defined-as they have been in Islam-and should never 
be allowed to become the rule, as unfortunately they have to 
some extent become in the case of polygamy and divorce in 
11o1:,lem lands to-day.'' 

(1) '' '11hus have We made you au intermediate nation,'' 
Quran, ii, 143. 

(2) See the issue of June 3rd, 1911. 
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The Islamic laws have recognised women as free and 

responsible members of society and have assigned to them a 
position which is decidedly superior to their Christian sisters 

in England. A Muslim woman is entitled to a share in the 
patrimony along with her brothers, " and though the propor 

tion is different, the distinction is founded on a just comprehen• 

sion of brother and sister 1." No male members of the family 
not even her husband, can manipulate her property, which, 
during the marriage, remains absolutely her own and quite at 

her disposal 2. The exigible portion of the •stipulated dower 
is payable to her on demand as soon as the status of marriage is 
established, and the deferred portion on the termination of the 
marital relation, unless of course the woman is guilty of a 
manifest wrong 3. It should be borne in mind that under 
the Mussalman law the dower settled upon the wife '' is not a 
eonsideration proceeding from the husband for the contract of 
marriage, but is an obligation imposed by the law on the 
husband as a mark of respect for the wife as is evident from 
the fact that the non-specification of dower at the time of 
marriage does not affdct the validity of the marriage 4.'' In 
the event of dissoluti\rn of marriage the husband can retain no 
pin·t of the wife's property, including her ante-nuptial settle

ment ; and, if the administration of the wife's estate was 
entrusted to him, must render the wife au account of such 

administration 5. Her property is in fact jealously guarded on 
all sides, and no restrictions are placed on the individual right 
she bas in her belongings. She possesses the right of devising and 

(1) Personal Law of Muhammadans by Syed Ameer Ali, 
page 27. 

(2) Quran, IV, 27. 
l3) Quran, iv, 3. 
(4) Muhammadan Jurisprudbnce by Justice Abdur Rahim, 

page 334. 

(5) Quran, ii, 229, 
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alienating her property, and this right of alienation is in regard 
not only to her husband but to everybody else 1. She can sue 
her husband, as she can sue her other debtors, in the open 
court. She does not require her husband or father to represent 
her at law as her sister does in England. She can act as an 
executrix and can enter into any contract independently. 

DISABILITIES OF THE WIFE UNDER THE COMMON LAW 
OF ENGLAND 

Coverture has no place in the marriage regulations of 
Islam. A Muslim wife retains her distinct individuality even 
after marriage, and she never assumes her husband's name 2 
" The common Law of England is decidedly least favourable to 
the wise, and, to use the htnguage of the Su pre me Court of 

New York, " can not stand the scrutinizing analyi;is of modern 
civilisation." Dwelling on the doctrine of coverture, Professor 
Holland observes : '' The effect of marriage, according to most 
systems of law, was to produce a unity between the husband 
and wife, rendering each of them incapable of suing the other, 
and constituting a sort of partnership between them, in which 

(1) It is interesting to note that the later Roman Law, 
while it protected the separate property of the wife from 
manipulation by the husband, deprived her at the same time of 
the power of alienation in regard to everybody else. The 
Muhamma.dan law is more favourable to the wife, and does not, 
like the Roman Law, qualify her power of alienation. 

(2) An iuc1iscriminate desire to imitate whatever is English 
has led in these days some Indian Mussalmans tu give their 
own names to their wives. Orthodox Mussalmans view this 
practice witlh disfavour, and perhaps rightly. The seclusion of 
women in India has been carried to a ridiculous extreme, so 
much so thab it is thought objectionable to disclose even the 
names of the ladies in the harem either verbally or in writing, 
and this perhaps also accounts for the practice. By a strange 
irony of fate perhaps, the wives of the Prophet ('' Mothers of 
the Faithful '') and his beautiful daughter ('' the Lady of 
Paradise'') are known by their actual names all over the 
Muslim world. 
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the husband has very extensive power over the partnership 
property, while the wife has not only no power of alienating it 

but is also incapable of making a will or of entering into any 

contract on her own account. The Common Law of England 

exhibits these disabilities of the wife in their strongest forrn.''l 

Another writer 2, thus observes on the same subject :
" Our common law gives np the wife so thoroughly into her 

husband's power that a woman who comes to the altar young, 
confiding, beautiful, and rich, may be compelled by brutal 

treatment, for which. the law gives her no redress, to quit it, 

after a dozen years, au outraged woman with a ruined fortune 

and a wa~ted frame. ''3 

CHRISTIANS COMING NEARER TO ISLAM, 

Among the Mussalmans, marriage is only a civil contract, 
and not a sacrament in the sense that those who are once 

joined in wed-lock can never be separated. It may be contracted, 
and under certain circumstances dissolved, by the will of the 
parties concerned. Public declaration is no doubt necessary, 
but it is noti a condition of the validity of the marriage. Nor 
is any religious ceremony deemed essent.ial. '£wo witnesses are 
required to attest that the contract has been concludeci 4, In 
Enrope and America, generally speaking, they have now 
outgrown the old sacramental conception of marriage based on 

{l) Holland's Elements of Jurisprudence page 342. 
(2) Hepworth Dixon. 

(3) J'he legal posit.ion . of women in England has been 
grea.tl_y 1:nproved by, legislative enactments in recent years, e.g.1 
the Married Women s Property Acts of 1870 and 1874 on the 
same subject. 

(4) '£his is _the Hanafi view. Accordiug to the Shiah school, 
howeve:i:, _the witnesses may be dispensed with without impairing 
the vahd1t.y of th~ marriage. 'l1he Malikis would require the 
presence of _the witnesses but only with a view to give publicity 
to the marriage. 
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the words of the Bible,-'' Wherefore they are no ruore twain 
but one flesh. What, therefore, God has joined together, let no 
man put asunder"!, and now virtually regard marriage as 
the subject of an ordinary contract on which an action may be 
brought by either party, and which may be dissolved by 
obtaining a decree of divorce 2. In Roman Catholic countries 
the obligatory civil marriage is supplemented by a religioua 
ceremony to be celebrated before a priest authorised for such 

celebration. The whole history of the Christian laws of marriage 

and divorce furnishes a very interesting and instructive reading 
to a Mussalman jurist: for, he perceives, perhaps not without a 
feeling of just pride, that his Christian brethren are coming 
nearer to Islam, at least in their conception of marriage and the 
relations to which it gives ri;;e. In all European countries the 
laws relating to marriage and divorce have been revised and 

recast, and the changes introduced, when examined, will be 
found to exhibit in some of their broad features a very close 
analogy to the Islamic laws framed several centuries before .. 
Thus in Germany, for instance, the code of 1900 recognises civil 

marriage alone. "· It is effected by the declaration of the parties 
before a Registrar in the presence of ea.eh other of their intention 
to be married. •rwo witnesses of full age must be present. The 

Registrar asks each of t;he parties whether he or she will marry 
the other, and on their answer in the affirmative declares 

(l) S. 1\1:athew xix. 6. 
(2) Dissolution of marriage has long been recognised in 

Germany and the United States of America. In England 
divorces were very rare till 1857, when the powers exercised 
in matrimonial matters by the House of Lords, the Ecclesiasti
cal Conrts, and the Courts of Common Law were transferred 
to a lay court, termed. "The Court for Divorce and Matri
monial Causes," and constituted for the administrat.iou of all 
matters connected with divorce. In France a similar change 
came about the year 1884. In Italy divorces are still almost 
unknown. 
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them duly married and enters the marriage in the register. The 
marriage must be preceded by a public noticel.'' lu America, 
again, the rights of property between husband and wife have 

in recent years been regulated on a principle of equality which 
for centuries has been at the bottom of Islamic legislation. 
'' The equality of property rights between husband and wife is 
fully established in America. Indeed, in many states, the 
movement has gone so far as to give the wife in matters of 
property and in reference to divorce greater privileges than 
the husband. Thus a husband is often liable for a wife's 
debts,2 where a wife would not be, mutatia mutand-ia, for a 
husband's, and a wife may usually obtain a decree of divorce 
for any ground on which one may be awarded to the husband. 
and in addition for neglect to provide sustenance or bupport. 
Emphasis on the personal or moral relation of the parties in 
marriage tends . . . . . to minimise, so far as the state is 
concerned, the religious and sacramental aspect of marriage. 
Marriage tends to become a. relation established by parties 
between themselves, and one in which the consent of the parties 
becomes the only constitutive element. In the theory of American 
law no ceremony is essential to create the marriage relation.''3 

MARRIAGE AMONG THE HINDUS. 
Among the Hindus, marriage is a sacrament, pure and 

simple, performed for religious objects and ends. lb affects the 
spiritual condition of the man both in this world and in the 
next, and is held indissoluhle. 'With them marriage is not a form 

of mutual accepttince, but of gift and acceptance, so that the 
bride is not a free agent in contracting marriage whiih is a 
transaction between the bridegroom and her guardian, in which 

(1) Encycl. Brit. Article on Marriage. 
(2) This however is not recognised by the M.ussalman law. 
(3) Enoycl Brit., Article on Marriage. 
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she is merely the subject of the gift. According to the Hindu 
Jaw the consent of the bride is not at all necessary, and her 
parents and guardians have the right to dispose of her in any 
w&y they think proper 1. If the bride is an orphan, her 
brother, the maternal grandfather, and maternal uncle shall 
give her in marriage. On their failllt'e, the people of the 
same caste shall act as her guardian 2. According to the 
orthodox opinion, a. Hindu woman is never entitled to inde• 
pendence : as a maiden she is under the control of her father, as 
a wife she has to submit to her husband, and in her old age she 
has to depend on her son 3. Under the Hind11 Law, there
fore, a woman has no choice in a matter in which she is vitally 
interested, and her future is dark or bright according as the 
choice of the guardian or guardians has been unhappy or 
happy. But, under the English law, the consent of the bride's 

guardian is not at all necessary. Any man and woman can 
freely and independently enter into a marriage contract, 
provided they are not under certl.liin canonical and civil 
disabilities. 

THE PART OF THE GUARDIAN AND THE CONSENT 
OF THE BRIDE, 

But the Islamic laws, while they recognise the consent of 
a woman as an indispensable element of a valid marriage, 
recommend that the consent of her guardian be also taken. 
M.uslim jurists a.re no doubt divided in their opinions as to 
whether the consent of the bride's guardian is essential, but 
they all agree in holding that "a woman who is sui j-u.ti8 can 
under no circumstances be married without her own express 
consent.'' According to the l:ianafi and the Shiah schools of 

(1) '- A treatise on Hindu Law'' by Golapchandra. Sarkar, 
Saatri, page 88. 

(2) Narada., xii, 20-21. 
(3) Mauu, ix, 3; Yajnava.lk.ya1 i, 85. 
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law, the capacity of a woman who is adult and of sound mind 
to contract herself in marriage is absolute. The Hedaya. 

explicitly lays down that '' a woman who is adult and of sound 
minJ. may be married by virtue of her own consent, although 

the contract may not have been made or acceded to by her 

guardians, and this whether she be a virgin or a thayyibahl." 
On the same principle, the marriage of an adult woman under 
compul.)ion has been held to be invalid. Bockhari and Muslim 

mention a tradition related by Khansa, who was a thayyibah. 
that she was married by her father, Khizam, to a man against 
her will, and that she came and spoke about it to the Prophet, 

who declared the marriage void ( J..=. is:; .) J;) A similar tradition 

is quoted in Daro Qutni, Jabir being the narrator, and this is 

the case of an a.dult virgin. According iio the Hanafis, the 
marriage of a minor under compulsion of her father or grand
fdther holds good on the assumption that a marriage thus 
conttacted is primn facie in the best interests of the child, and 
therefore she can not cancel the contract of marriage when she 
arrives at her full age, unless there be good grounds for such a 
step. But the case is otherwise if she was given in marriage 
by a guardian otht'-r thau her father or grandfather. She can 

exercise, if she liKe, • the option of puberty' (bl~J } J t~Q.) and 
ask the court to set aside the marriage 2. 

It is clear, then, that under the Hanafi. and Shiah law a 

(1) i.e., a girl who is not a virgin; a widow or a divorced 
woman. 

(2} See Justice Abdur Ra.him's "Muhammadan Jurispru
dence1 page 33 l. It may be noted here that the English law also 
vests in the parties the rig-ht of option to ratify or cancel th·e 
marri.i.ge. '' A marriage in which either of the parties is 
below the }tge of consent is, however, said to be not absolutely 
void ; if tlrn pa,rties agree to continue together at the age of 
consent, no new marriage is necessary, but either of 1ihem 
may disagree and avoid the marriage." 
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marria.ge can be contracted with or without a wali, (guardian), 

provided the girl is adult and has given her consent to the 

contract. The Shafeis and the Malekis, on the other band, 
mainta,in that a maiden can not personally consent to the 
marriage. According to them, the wali's consent in the case of 
a maiden is one of t,he constitutive factors of the marriage, 

though nob in the case of n. thayylbah. 'l1he distinction seems 

to have been derived from the idea that a thayyiba,h's judg
ment is naturally more relirible than a virgin's and that she 1s 

expected to understand better the nature of the marriage 

contract. In support of their view, they refer to the tradition 
related by Ayeshah that the Prophet said that the contract of 
marriage is absolutely void, if a woman enters into such 
without the consent of her guar<liau L 

Having regard to the peculiar conditions that prevail in 
the East and to the general privacy of women, it is extremely 

desirable from prudential corn,iderations, that the guardian's 

intervention be deemed a ner:essary, though not a constitutive, 
element of a valid marriage contract. The extreme form of 
''purdah system'' now in practice in India precludes even 

quite a grown-np girl from personally attending to the pre
liminaries of a contract of marriage, e.g., the settling of terms. 

The great majority of the girls are quite innocent of the nature 

of the contract. It is necessary, therefore, that the guardian 
of the girl should intervene and protect her from being duped 
by interested persons, or from the evil consequences likely to 
flow from the choice of tho girl, when injudicious or against 
her own interest 2. 

l 1) lt~ ls:i; J.b l1 lt.::.. .Ki; ti!t.J _, ,.:,J .) l .Y~ ~s,..G ~ J J"" J l.i..? J 
Jb l~ lt- b:.i; J.b 4 

(2) Ahmad of Qadian, the great founder of the Ahmadiyya 
movement, oeems t,o favour this view and maintains that it is
in the interest of the woman herself that the intervention of her 
guardian is necessary, so that she may not subsequently come 
to grief on account of a simple error of judgment on her par~. 
See Chashma.-i- Ma'arifat, !'a.rt II, page 276. 
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THE QUESTION OF THE INEQUALITY OF THE TWO SEXES 
WITH REGARD TO DIVORCE. 

Marriage being regarded a civil contract and as snoh no~ 
indissoluble, the Mussalman law naturally recognises the right 
in both the parties to dissolve the contract under certain given 
circumstances. Divorce, then, is a natural corollary to the 
conception of marriage as a contract, and it is regrettable that 
it should have furnished the European critics a handle for 
attack. They talk of the extreme 'facility of divorce' in Islam, 
and seem to think that the Jaw permits a Muslim hu1sband to 
dissolve the marriage tie by a mere sally of caprice. It ia 
strange that an eminent scholar like Sale, who appears to 
understand the Quranic laws of marriage and divorce better 
than many other critics of his own country, should fall into the 
same error; for he too seems to entertain the view that the 
Mussa.Iman law permits a man to repudiate his wife "even on 
the slightest disgust.'' Sal'3's words are these :-'' It must be 
observed that, thongh a ma:i is allowed by the Muhammadan, 
as by the Jewish law, to repudiate his wife even on the slightest 
disgust, yet the women are not allowed to separate themselves 
from their husbands, unless it be for ill-usage, want of proper 
maintenance, neglect of conjugal duty, impotency, or some ea.use 
of equal import'' 1. Whether the law permits, or favours, 
repudiation on the slightest disgust we shall presently see. 
But as to the other point raised by the learned critic, viz., the 

inequality of the two sexes in regard to the right of obtaining 
a divorce, one has to remember that this inequality is more 
seeming- than real. 'rhe theory of marriage no doubt points to a 
subordination of the wife to her husband, because of her com
pa.rati ve inferiority in the discretionary powers; but in practice 
the hands of the husband are fettered in more ways than one. 

(1 ). The Preliminary Discourse of bis Quran, Section VI, 
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The theoretical distinction must not be understood as giving a 
tacit sanction to the excesses of a brutal husband; on the other 
band, it is intended to guard against the possible dangers of 
an imperfect judgment. The learned author of the Mohamma
dan Jurisprudence rightly observes :-'•The relations between 
the members of the opposite sexfls which marriage legalizes are, 
however, so subtle and delicate and require such constant 
adjustment involving the fate and well-being of the future 
generations that in their regulation the law considers it 
expedient to allow the voice of on~ partner more or less 
predominance over that of the otberl. 

But, are the two sexes placed rn Europe on an equal 
footing in respect of the right of divorce? Here is what Lord 
St. Helier, P.O., K.C.B., who was President of the Probate, 
Divorce aud Admiralty Division of the High Court of Justice, 
1892-1905, observes on this point :-'"Much comment has 

been made on the differenti grounds on which divorce is allowed 
to a husband and to a wife,-it beir.g necet:issary to prove in
fidelity in both cases, but a. wife being compelled to show 
either an aggravation of that offence or an addition to it. 
Opinions probably will always differ whether the two sexes 
should be placed on a.n equality in this respect, abstract justice 
being invoked, and the idea of marriage as a mere contract 
pointing in one direction, and social considerations in the other. 

But the reason of the legislature for making the distinction is 
clear. It is tl~at the wife i& entitled to an absolute divorce 
only if her reconciliation with her husband is neither to be 
expected nor desired. This was no doubt the view taken by 
the House of Lords.'' 

Rajshahi M. ATA-UR~RAHMAN. 

(1). Muhammadan Jurisprudence, page 327. 
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Ahmad as a Prophet/: 
THE WAY TO CONQUER THE WORLD. 

':rhe Muhammadans in India and elsewhere seem to be 

very much concerned at the dismemberment of Muslim states. 
Indeed the Muslims have lost almost all of their former great

ness and the kingdoms of the Earth are gradually passing out 

of their hands. They have, however, still one weapon in their 
hand with which they can conquer the whole world if they but 
wield it. 'l'hat weapon is the truth of Islam. Even if they 

make a thousandth part of the effort which the Christians are 

making t,o persuade the world to accept the son of a Jewish 

lady as the God of the universe, the whole world is theirs. 'rhe 

Muslims need not be concerned at the loss of their worldly 
power when ,they have in their hands a. weapon like the Holy 

Quran. Let them send Missionarius to Europe, America, 

Australia, A.Erica, Japan anli China, to preach the truths of 
Islam and to lay bare the falsehoods which the Christian 

::Missionaries have taken pains to circn la,te about it. Let there 

also be Muslim preachers working among the Hindus and low 

caste Indians. Let them disseminate the truths of Islam by 
means of periodicals, pamphlets and booklets and scatter them 

broadcast over the face of the Earth. Do you see any religion 

that can withstand the force of the simple, pure and noble 

truths taught by Islam ? Can Christianity, for instance, with 

its dogmas of Trinity and Atonement and with the son of a 
woman as its God cope with 1slam ? Yon cannot meet a 

*This is a continuation of the article '·Ahmad and Jesus as Prophets," the 
fort?~r portions of which appeared in the back numbers uf the "Reiiew of 
Relt,gwns. We have now eliminated the name Jesu.~ from the heading in al 
much as we have done with his prophecies, and in the subsequent portions we 
iutend to speak of the prophecies of Ahmad, leaving it for the r9aders to judge 
for them&elveil what value can be attached to the so-c'll!ed prediction, of 
Jeau1 when compared with the plain and wonderful propheciea of Ahmad, 
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Christia u nation either on land or sea, but y6u can conquer 
their religion. They are now masters not only of land and sea, 
but also of the air, in accordance with the old prophecies that 
we find recorded in our Holy Book. Now the only course left 
to you is to devote yourselves to the propagation of Islam. 
Send missionaries to all parts of the world and tell the people 
that Islam is not such as it has been represented by the Christian 

Missionary. All religions are now dead and corrupt. The only 
living faith that has power to conquer all the religions of the 
world is Islam. Not only are its doctrines free from those 

absurdities and impurities that are to be found in other 

religious systems of the world in such abundance, but it has 
power to confer spiritnal gifts on its true votaries. It appears 
to be the will of God that Islam be spread not by conquering 

the non-Christian nations by means of the gun but by winning 
their hearts by means of heavenly signs. It was said by 
Christians that Islam was spread by means of the sword and 
God means to falsify this assertion by showing them that Islam 
can make far greater conquests at a time when the political 
pvwer of the Muslims is at its lowest.I ebb than when their power 

was at its height. This purpose of God can be seen from the 

fact that at a time when Muslims had lost almost all their 

power, instead of raising a warrior to re-establish the former 

glory of the Muslims, He only raised a meek and lowly messenger 
in the person of Ahmad of Qadian, whom prophecy had very 
aptly likened to Jesus of Nazareth. But though he, like Jesus, 

appeared in a. humble position, yet the weapons which God gave 
him are mighty powerful. 

He made a very large number of wonderful prophecies 
many of which have already been fulfilled and many 
still await fulfilment'. Hardly n. year passes withont witnessing 
the wonderful fulfilment of one or other of his predict,ions. 

It is impossible for me here to tneution all hi.s prophecies 
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that have already been fulfilled, but in order to give 
the reader an idea of what sort of prophecies he made and 
how they met with fulfilment, I will only briefly refer here to 

some of the prophecies which came out true at and after his 
death. 

AHMAD'S PROPHEcms CONCERNING ms DEATH. 

It was on 26th of May that he breathed his last. This 

sad catastrophe did not occur at Qadian. He was then away 

from his native village, sojourning as a stranger at Lahore, the 

capital of the province of the Punjab. It was on the second 
day, the 27th of May, that his holy body was brought to 

Qadian, wrapped in shrouds. That was indeed a sad day which 

cast a gloom on all his followers, but it was also a day of God, 

because on that day we witnessed the truth of many of his 
revelations which he had published among us in his life-time. 

So his death, though it filled us with grief, also inspired new 

faith into us. Our eyes shed tears when they fell on his holy 

features that were resting in pale repose, while our minds 
were contemplating the many prophecies which that prophit 

had made in his life-time and which were fulfilled in his death 

and in the circumstances under which it occurred. His words 
filled us with faith which he spoke to us when alive, but 

strange to say, his very remains, though devoid of speech, were 

preaching to ns a sermon that inspired us all with faith. 
Among other things, his numerous prophecies, the fulfilment 

of which we had already seen with our own eyes, had convinced 

us that he was a prophet of God, that God spoke to him as He 
spoke to the prophets of yore, that He was raised to bring back 
to the world a living faith in the existence and attributes of God 
-a faith which had disappeare1 from the Earth. 'l.111at conviction 
was doubly strengthened on the day when we saw his sacred 
remains lying before us at Qadian on the 27th of May, 1908. His 

death convinced us more than ever that the person whose 
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sacred remains were lying wrapped in shrouds was really a 
great prophet of God. Surely that prophet was a wonderful 
prophet whose very death and whose very remains bore an 
eloquent testimony to his truth. In order to let the reader 
know how it was that the very death of Ahmad was a convinc
ing proof of his trufo, I must refer the reader to some of the 
revelations which had been sent to him by God and which he 
had, as usual, published broadcast among his friends and foes, 
by means of the local periodicals the Review and Religions, the 
BadT, the A..l-Hakam, and his numerous writings, pamphlets 
and handbills. 

'fhe first revelations which his death recalled to our mind 
were those that he had published about two years and a half 
before his death in his '' Will." This '' Will" he had published 
in the form of a pamphlet in December 1905. It was also 
published in the local papers, viz, the Badr, the Al-Hakam, 
and the Review of Religions (both English and Urdu edition) 
for January 1906. 

He began the "Will" with the following announcement of 
his approaching death :-

" As Almighty God has informed me in various revelations 
following one another that the time of my de,ath is near, and 
the revelations on this subject have been so many and so 
consecutive that they have shaken my very existence from the 
foundations and made this life quite cold to me, I have 
therefore thought it proper that I should write down for my 
friends and for such other persons as can benefit by my 
teachings, some words of advice. I give first the holy words 
of the revelation which giving me news of my death befoi-eband 

has led me to write these lines. 1'he following are the 
revelations:-
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i. c., '' The destined time of thy death has drawn nigh, and We 

shall not leave behind thee any remembrance of thine which 
should be a source of disgrace to thee. Very little has remained 
of the time appointed for thee by thy Lord, and )Ve shall nou 
leave behind thee anything which should be a source of disgrace 
to thee. And vVe will either let thee see a part of what We 
threaten them with, or We will take thee to Ourself. Thou 
wilt die in such a state that I will be pleased with thee. Thy 
time has come, and We will keep manifest signs after thee to 
show thy truth. The time that was promised has drawn nigh, 
therefore tell abroad the favour of thy Lord.'' 

And again, '' Very few days have remained, sorrow will 
overtake all on that day. Such and 5uch things• will happen 
and after that' will come the event of thy death." 

From the above quotations from the Promised Messiah's 
Will the reader can see that the approaching end was clearly 
foretold in the revelations received by him about 2½ years 
before the occurrence of the sad event. Thus when our eyes 
fell on the holy remains of our beloved Master, our mind was 

irresistably d.rawn to his Win and the revelations embodied 
therein. We again and again recalled the words of the revelation 
which said :-'' The destined time of thy death has drawn 
nigh," 4

' Very little has remained of the time appointed for thee 

*For an explanation of this phrase see the Will of the Promised Messiah 
published in the Rei:iew a/ Religion, for January 1906, and also fox J11ne 1908, 
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by thy Lord;" '' Thy time has come;" "rrhe tirn0 that was 
prumised has drawn nigh." The words of the Promised 

Messiah with which he had introduced his Will, viz., " Almighty 
God has informed me in various revelations following one 
another that the time of my death is near, and the revelations 

on this subject have been so many and so consecutive ·that they 

have shaken my very existence from the foundations and made 

this life quite cold to me'1 rang in our ears every time our eyes 

witnes:rnd the cold repose of his blessed features. How true 
his words, and how true the revelations which he had published 
in his Will: such were our thoughts while we stood around 

his shrouded body. 

From his revelations published in his Will our minds 
travelled tu his other revelations and visions which also spoke of 
his approaching death. These visions and revelations not only 

announced the sad catastrophe that was about to put an end 

to the career of the prophet, but also gave undreamt of 
particulars and details. 

The Review of Religions (Urdu edition) for December 

1905, contains the following vision of Ahmad :-

,, A few days ago, I saw the late Maulawi Abdul Karim in 
a vision. After conversing with him for some time, I remember. 
ed that he was dead and asked him to pray that I might have 
sufficiently long life to complete my work ...... Then he 
raised his ha,nds up to his breast (for prayer), but he did not 
raise them higher than this and said '' Twenty-one." I asked 
him to explain what he meant, but instead of giving any 
explanation, he went on repeating the words "Twenty-one" 
and t,hen went away. lt was in 1306 A.H. (1888 A.D.) that he 
published a general announcement calling upon men to enter 

into his baiat, though he had commenced his wc,rk a little 
earlier, and it was in the year 1326 (1908 A.D.) that he 
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breathed his last. 'I'hus it is clear that by the word "Twenty

one" it was meant that the time allotted to him for his work 

was 21 years. 

Another vision of Ahmad was not less clear on this subject. 
The Review of Religions (Urdu edition) for November 

1905 an.d for December 1905 contains the following vision of 

Ahmad which he saw on 18th October 1905 :-

4' I am given some water in a new earthern jar: only two 
or three draughts of water are left in it, but the water is clear 
and pure. Then I received the revelation : J J.j) ½--1 i.e., The 
water of life. Again I received the revelation ~~ J J l~~~ J.:; 
i.e., Very little has remained of the time appointed for thee 
by thy Lord. A third revelatiou followed, saying: A gloom 
from God has spread over all.'' The vision and the accompany
ing revelations are quite clear. The jar that contained sweet 
water of life was now almost empty, only two or three mouthfuls 
of water were left in it. The revelations explained the viiion 
saying that very few days were left and that; the sad event 
which was to cast a gloom over all was not far distant. Now 
see how true the vision turned out to be. It was on 18th 
October, i905, (as given in the Review of Religions, Urdu 
edition, for November 1905) that he saw the jar with only two or 
three mouthfuls of water remaining in the botton and on 26th 

May, 1908 occurred the sad catastrophe of bis death, i.e., 2 years' 
7 months and eight days after the date of the above vision. It 

was this period which was very appropriately represented by 

the 'two or three mouthfuls of water' in the new earthern jar, 
Thus the reader can see that the life of Ahmad was terminated 
i'n exacb accordance with the vision. He was shown that the 
whole jar containing the pure, limpid water of life was exhausted 

with the exception of two or three mouthfuls of water remaining 
in the bottom and what he was shown in the vision turned out 
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to be a fact, for after seeing the vision he lived only for two 
years, seven months and eight days. 

Another revelation which flashed on our minds on thab 

day of general gloom was o J~• t J lo) 'the stain of hijrat.' The 
word hijrat means to leave one's homes. AU the great prophets 
of God have had to leave their home. Adam, with hi1:1 wife 

Eve, had to leave the garden of Eden. The Lord said to 

Abraham: "Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, 
aud from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee.'' 
Similarly, :Moses fled from the face of the Pharaoh and dwelt 

in the land of Midian. Jesus, being delivered from the 
accursed death of the cross, and finding it no longer safe to 
stay in his native country, bade adieu to his mother land, and 

tur~ed his steps towards the East, where the losb tribes of 
Israel had settled, and h::wing lived to a green old age, died in 
Kashmir and a sepulchre at the Khanyar Street of Srinagar 
still points to the place where his holy remains lie entombed. 
The Holy Prophet of Arabia also had to leave his native city with 

his companions and take up his abode in a distant town of Arabia. 
Ahmad was no exception to the general law which applied to all 
the great prophets of God. A revelation. received by him so long 

ago as tLe 18th of September 1894 said ...::., J~t t:_ J .) i.e., the 

stain of h:ijrat, which showed that Ahmad too, would have 
to leave his home. But how this revelation was to meet 

with fulfilment was a puzzle to us all. If he had been 
under any Muslim ruler, it would not have been difficult 

to understand how the prophecy would be fulfilled. The 
treatment which has been accorded to the followers of Ahmad 

in Muslim states gives us strong reason to believe that if Ahmad 
had been born in a Muslim land, under a Muslim rukr, he 
would have found it hard to do his work in peace and would 
have been compelled, like his Master the Prophet of Arabia, to 
aeek refuge elsewhere. But as he lived in British India and, 
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thanks to the tolerance of the British Government, enjoyed full 
liberty to deliver his message to mankind, and as not only he, 
but also his followers enjoyed as much protection from the 
persecution of his opponents, Muhammadans, Hindus, Sikhs 

and Christians, as it is possible for an earthly kingdom to 

confer, no one, not even the prophet himself, could conjecture 
how this prophecy was to be fulfilled. It was only when we 

heard of his death at L~hore that we were able to realise the 

significance of the words c JS:~ t I .) '"The stain of hijrat.'' 
He had gone to Lahore with his family, and many of his 

companions that had left their homes to reside with him at 
Qadian had also gone to Lahore with him. He had lived there 

for one month when his death occurred. Thus he died, away 
from his home while sojourning as a ,1.1tranger in a strange city 

and the words of the revt}lation, "The stain of hijrat," were 
literally fulfilled. 

When on 26th May, 1908, we received quite unexpectedly, 

a telegram from our friends at Lahore saying that our master 
had died after only one night's short illness and that his body 

was being brought to Qadian, this sad telegram literally ful

filled another revelation of A.hmad which he had received on 20th 

February 1907. The following are the words of the revelation as 
given in the Review of Religions (Urdu Edition) for March 
1907, and other local papers : ,!_ u; I;~~ JU ..... ,, .... ; 1 i. e. "A 
sad news has come." In all these periodicals it is also noted 

that after the above revelation was received, his mind was 

turned to Lahore, thus showing that the sad news was to come 
from Lahore and so it happened. 

It was on 27th May, 1908, that the sacred remains of 
Ahmad were brought to Qadian and in his revelations we find a 

clear prophecy of this event also. In the Review of Relig·iona 
(Urdu edition) for January 1908, we find the following 
revelations of Ahmad under date of 2nd December, 1907 :-
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•• An event on the 27th (concerning us): God is better and 
undying. They shall rejoice. Time has come.'' The words 

within parentheses which were used by Ahmad himself showed 

that the event which was to take place on the 27th concerned 
Ahmad himself. The words that followed, viz., '' God is better 
and undying'' showed that the event which concerned Ahmad 
related to his death. These words were on the lips of e\·ery one 

of us when the body was brought to Qadian, for we found in 

these words a consolation. The concluding words viz., c.The 
time has come'' showed that the event of death was drawing 
near. And near it turned out to be, for it occurred only 5 
months after the date of the revelation. 

The words " They shall rejoice'' were fulfilled by the 
great joy expressed at his death by bis bigoted opponents. 

When Ahmad died at Lahore, so great was the joy of bis 

opponents that they caused the newi of his death to be pub
lished in the city by the beat of the drum. They were foolish 
enough to think that his death would prove a death-blow to his 
propaganda., hence their rejoicing, but only eleven days before the 
death of Ahmad, i.e., on 15th May, 1908, God had sent a 
message saying: ,.l,. )'° ~,. )} J i.e., '' Fear not, ye believers," 

i.e., the death of Ahmad should not make you feel an_y appre• 
hension as to the future of the propaganda. So all the hopes 

of the opponents of Ahmad were frustrated. But such was 
their joy on the day of his death that they held a great 

demonstration outside the building in which the body of Ahmad 

was lying. They knew that the body wa5 to be taken to the 
Railway Station to be conveyed to Qadian and therefore they 
gathered in greab strength to take the body by assault and 
insult it. Let it be mentioned to their undying shame that it was 
Muhammadans only thab took par~ in thia aha:neful demon .. 
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stration. But the Government came to our assistance at this 
juncture also. The city police at once appeared on the scene 
and dispersed the crowd than had gathered there with the 
nefarious intention of profaning the sacred remains of Ahmad. 
This fulfilled another revelation which said r .rV-• • ll-A l~ ~¼ 
i.e., The crowd has been repulsed.'' This revelation was sent down 
along with that revelation which spoke of the coming of a sad 
news from Lahore, thus showing that both the dispersing of 
the crowd and the sad news from Lahore were connected with 
the same event, viz., the death of Ahmad. 

Other revelations of Ahmad predicted other details con
nected with his death. On 7th March 1907, the following 
revelation was reeceived by Ahmad. Vide &view, Urdu, for 
March, 1907 :-

\:.1!• ,._,s » l ~~!, \:ft.,. t.:1itf J. .» u{ \:J 1-1;; .,.; i.:, J ~~ 1 

•' Do you wonder than you should die. They have brought his 
body wrapped in shrougs." This revelation was literally fulfilled 
when the body of Ahmad was brought from Lahore wrapped in 
1hrouds. The words of the Nvelation preceding this revelation 

viz., '' Do you wonder that you should die'' clearly indicated 
that it was the body of Ahmad himself that was to be brought 

in shrouds. The words which I have translated 'his body' are 

._;,.Ji._;( \:J 1 This expression is used as a mark of esteem for the 
person spoken of, and the adoption of this expression was a 
further indication of the fact that the person whose body was to 
be brought to Qadian wrapped in shrouds was that of Ahmad 
himself, who, in the revelation immediately preceding the 
revelation, in question, was told not to wonder that he should 
die. 

Only five days before the above revelation, i.e., on 2nd 
March 1907, the following revelations were received:-

\.JM U.J J t•! 1 ~-/ J 1~; ,( \:J tsu ... J uJ J "',;. ,i,. 1J; 4?.,; L 
•• J) VJ J J lI• V ~ J .,.; J-~ ._, ;,J J ~) J J ~ J 
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'' Indeed the trial in store for thee from God is heavy, bub, 
thou must submit to it.'' Ahmad himself explained at the time 

of publishing the prophecy that the person addressed to in tha 
revelation, was his wife. The next revelation said : '' 0 men, 
worship your Lord who created you.'' Ahmad, explaining the 
revelation, said that it was put in his mind by God that the above 

revelation applied to the members of his family, particularly 
his wife, and that they were asked to take none beside God 
as their supporter and to look upon Him alone as their guardian 
(vide Review of Religions, Urdu edition, for March 1907). The 

next revelation means: "Thou art he whose soul has flown to 
Me." This revelation showed that the soul of Ahmad was about 
to take flight to its Master, in other words, the time of his 
death was approaching. The three above mentioned revelations 
which were received together clearly referred to the approach• 
ing end of the Promised Messiah. The mother of the faithful 
was told that a great trial was in store for her to which ahe 
must submit and that she should look upon God and none else, 
not even her husband, as her guardian and supporter, and it waa 
announced that the soul of Ahmad was about to fly to its Maker. 
As I have already said. these Worda of God which predicted a 
trial for the mother of the faithful and also suggested the nature 
of the trial, were revealed on 2nd March 1907, and in less than 
14 months after their revelation occurred her sad bereavement 
which left her a widow. 

Revelations predicting the death of Abmad continued to 
descend as ~he threatened time drew near. On 7th March 
1908, the following revelation was received a J{ r'j l,- " A houso 
of mourning." Immediately after this, he s~w in a vision that 
a corpse was being brought. Vide, Review of Religions, Urdu 
edition, for March 1908. Only 50 days after this, the house of 
Ahmad became a house of mourning. But the person whose 
death turned the house into a house of mourning was not 1yiDg 
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said, the corpse was being brought from outside. 

When Ahmad left his home for Lahore, he received a 
revelation reminding him of his approaching end. rrhere is a 

couplet in the Karima, a well-known Persian poem, which speaks 

of the transitoriness of man's life on this Earth. lb runs thus 

J ~ jJJ 13j l! j 1 CJ•~ J. ~ 4 ... 
J J ~S l; Uy•&. r, '!:{:j cf• 

'' Do not be unmindful of the cheating of time. Depend no\ 011 

the transitory lifet 

He received a revelation in the words of the first line on 
the eve of his departure, i.e., on 26th April 1908, and when he 
entered Lahore, he received a revelation in the words of the 
second line. These revelations reminded him that that journey 
of his was one from which he was not destined to return alive. 

Among the oriental poets, it is a custom to give the year 
of one's death in a line of poetry. Each of the letters of the 
Arabic alphabet bas a numerical value attached to it. So when. 
it is sought to give the year of the death of a person in a line 
of poetry1 words are chosen the letters of which may, by their 
total numerical value, represent the required year. We find 
by calculation that the second line of the foregoing couplet 
which was received by Ahmad as a revelation at Lahore 
represents the year of his death according to the Muslim era. 
n was in 1326 A. H. that Ahmad died 8,nd we find that the 
numerical value of the second line is also exactly 1326. Thus 
the line not only reminded Ahmad of his approaching end, bnt 

a.Jso gave the year of his death. The first line was revealed on 
the 26th day of April, 1908, and it was on the same day of the 
nexb month that; he died. 

The foregoing couplet was not the l.ast revelation that 
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announced his fast a.ppr.oaching death. On 9th May came the 
divine announcement Jt:... ;JJ rj J~:... )1 "Departure for the nexl 
world : again departure for next world." After this came the 
revelations :-

J .. A. J.( J.,.S\l ilJ 1 i.:; 1-'":"'l ;; ~ ,,. 

'' Death near." "God will take upon Himself all the loads " 
i.e., will Himself conduct the affairs of the propaganda.. Ahmad's 
followers received the consoling message :-

f,.. ,,. ~ ... j) s 
"' Be nob afraid, ye believers.,, 

In spite of all these predictions, Ahmad's death came 
quite unexpectedly. He had stayed for a full month as a 
stranger at Lahore. A part from the warnings referred to above, 
no one could say that the threatened time had drawn near. A 
glance at the reports of his doings at Lahore published in the 
Badr, will show that his death came as a surprise. He continu• 
ed to enjoy his normal health to the last day. On the day 
preceding the night on which he was attacked by the fatal 
disease, he had been writing a pamphlet entitled the Message 
of Peace, and a date had been fixed on which he was to deliver 
that message t<' a representative audience in the Town Hall. 
T.hat evening, he went out for a walk, as usual, and no one 
knew that it was the last walk he had taken. In the night he 
was attacked by the fatal disease and he breathed his last neJb 
morning at 10-30 A. :M. The news of his death burst like 
a thunder clap upon whole of the Ahmadiyya community. 

From the above account the reader can see that even the 
death of Ahmad was a grand sign of his truth, fulfilling as iti did 
a, large number o~ his clear prophecies an~ visions ~hi~h 
predicted not only hlS death but also many romute details 1n 
connection with his death. One who will ponder over all these 
prophecies will have no doubt as to the fact that the person 
who announced all these predictions was surely a. recipient of 
divine revelation. 

To be continued. 
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Notes and Comments. 
Christian Humanity Unmasked. 

Turks musb leave Europe because they are cruel and 
savage: Christians must; occupy their territory because they are 
humane and civilized. If any body seeks a proof of this 
statement, he need only peruse the following extracts from a 
long account of the Christian doings in Macedonia. by Marma
duke Pickthal (himself a Christian):-

" On November 27 (old style), towards evening, a. rifle 
shot was heard (at Seres); at once a terrible fusillade broke 
out and Mohammedans were seen to fall in the streets. Some 
GreeKs, killed by mistake, were seen to be among the victims, 
when the firing ceased and the soldiers fixed their bayonets; 
from that moment it was a horrible butchery in the streets, in 

most of the houses and in the inns. The ferocious troops and 
the Komita.jis being una.ble to satisfy their greed for Moslem 
blood took to herding the unfortunate victims aud shutting 

them up in the mosques, so as to be able to kill them all at one. 
time. 

'' Some hund1•eds of unfortunate Mosl&m women, torn from 
the houses where their fathers, brothers, husbands, children 
had been butchered, were shut up in the Turkish schools 
opposite the Government building. They were presentI1 
visited by some Bulgarian soldiers, about fifty, who flung them• 
selves upon them and began to defile and maltreat them 

abominably. From where I was {that is to sa.y, from the 
telegraph office) I heard the despairing cries of the poor wretches 
and even saw the abominations practised on them. 

"Nexb day the number of the slaill Wl\l estimated at 4,700. 
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'' The same night Bulgarian soldiers plundered a. large 
proportion of the houses and shops; and in the course of these 
nocturnal visits they everywhere violated and abducted women 
who ha.d the misfortune to please them. 

" A great mass of refugees had collected at Serres. On 
the day following that awful night the Bulgarian military 
authorities invited them, with many promises, to return to 

their villages. Nobody dared budge; all scented the 
pre-meditated massacre. A day after, however, they were made 
to go by force1 and on the road,. a little distance from the town, 
were all butchered with the exception, it would seem, of young 
girls and young women, for no young or pretty woman was 
found among the heaps of corpses. 

,, After three days a great number of Turkish soldiera, 
which ha.s been estimated ab ten thousand, taken prisoners in 
divers battles, ,vere brought into Serres; they were wearing 
nothing but a shirt and white drawers; they were allowed to 
sleep a night in the Government buildings and on the morrow 
were led out under pretext of being sent to their destination. 
But the unhappy prisoners were all killed in the environs of 
Serres. They tied them up by tens and fifteens a.nd butchered 

them. 

" After having taken possession of the Konak of Drama, 
the Bulgarians invaded the town. They broke in the doors of 
Mohammedan houses. The women who inhabited them were 
first of all violated, then some had their breasts out off, their 
eyes put out, after which they were dragged out of doors to be 
put to death in a. barbarous manner, or burnt alive after having 
been soaked in petrol." 

" In the night of October 22nd (old style) the house of 
Shaban Agha, a notable of the village of Doskat, ab one bout 

from Drama, was looted. All the members of his family were 
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put to death, one by one, before his eyes ; in his turn Shaban 
Agha. had auccessi vely his eyes put out, his nose, ears,. a.rme and 

feet cut off. After that, his body thus mutilated, was thrown 
out into the street. A young school master was pub to 
death after t,hey had cut off his ears and put his eyes out. 
All the other inhabitants of this village, containing four 

hundred houses, have been killed with the same barbarity, 

with the exception of about forty aged and infirm persons. 
The notables of Kava.la and those of other towns who had 
sought refuge there were put to death without exception, 
pit,ilessly. Edid Bey and Bathtiar Effendi, Moslem notabloS', 
were cut to pieces with several other unfortuo ates. The mosques 
have been transformed into churches and their minarets placed 
by belfries. Some inhabitants of neighbouring townships who 
had sought refuge at Kava.la. were forced by the Bulgarian 
authorities to return homeward. 'l'hey wore despoiled and 

massacred en route. '' 

At Stromnnitza lfrom several reports of eye witnessest 

u The Bulg:arian Colonel Mitof, commanding the forces of 
occupation {which consisted of 15,000 Bulgars and 3,000 Serbs), 
pledged his honour as a soldier to see that the life, honour and 
property of all the population were respected. 

"Unhappily, the misdeeds began two hours af'ter these 
pompous and solemn assurances, 

" Among the first victims we are told of an unhappy 
notable of Radavishta, named Cadir Bey, and another. 
Hustapha Bey, who was ill in bed. Cad ir was first robbed or 
his money, about a. thousand pounds Turkish, and of his wife's 

jewels, and then led off wibh the unfortunate, Mustafa, to the 
abattoir and put to death. 

"Soon a revolutionary tribunal waa aat up of aeven bandits. 
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including the Bulgarian officer Volcheff, the Servian Commandant 
Ivan Gribitz, the Komitajis chief Chakoff. . . . The victim 
was first undressed and lef!l in shirt and drawers, his hands were 

tied behind his back, and he was forced to traverse the streets 
and bazaars of the town on foot, escorted by the soldiers and 
the Komitajis. The poor wretch was thus conducted to the 
abattoir (the common slaughterhouse for butcher's meat), where 
he was put to death by proddings of the bayonets after some 
horrible mutilation. One unlucky young man named Ismail 
was burnt alive after having been soaked in petrol. A 
very limited number of the victims had the good luck to be 
shot. 

'· The victim sometimes had to carry one or two or his 
executioners on his back when going to the abattoir: such was 
the case of Husni, son of Kerim Agha, a notable of the town. 

"This carnage continues till the present time. The 
Bulgarian and Servian officers say openly than their mission is 
to annihilate the Moslem population. 

'' All the young women and girls are violated and converted 
by force. 

" In the region of Salonica, the villages, and particularly 
the hamlets, a.re exposed to all kinds of unexampled cruelty. 
For example. they gather together all the Mussulmans of the 
ma.le sex of a village, shut them up in the mosque, than during 
the nighb they lead them to the mountain and put them to 
death. The young girls are married by force to the first 
Christian, the older women are converted to Christianity under 
pain of death. 

The Bulgarian Govarnment lets all this take place, alleging 
that it is the work of the populace and the bands. 

44 The Mussulmans of the village of Kortor, a place of 200 
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houses, were collected in the mosque and there burnt aliv~ after 
having been soaked in petrol. 'rhe old women of the village 

were likewise burnt alive in three barns. The above-mentioned 

atrocities, which have never taken place on any point of the 

globe, are done publicly and with great pomp eve1·ywhere in 
Roumelia (i. e., European Turkey) without exception. 

f' As I said in one of my previous reports, these atrocities 

oblighed one of the Consuls to say: 'I am ashamed to be a 
Christian :1.nd a. European.' The aggressive acts continue in the 
country. As in would be difficult to make Europe believe in the 

truth and accuracy of these atrocities, it is indispensable that 
an international commission of inquiry should be charged to go 

the round of the villayets of Salonica and of Kossnvo and should 

realise de visu the barbarities committed. It is indispensable 

that this commission should come as soon as possible to thes& 
regions in order that it may see the human bodies putrefying 
all along the roads. 

'' The evening when this report was finished the Consul of 

Austria. called on me and expressed his very great regrets, 

saying t,hat the atrocities committed in the region of Salonica 

are without precedent in the world, and that he felt, as the 
English Consul had said, a9hamed to be a European and a 
Christian on learning of these cruelties. He said: 'The Consuls 

of England, France, Germany, and Austria have written to their 

Governments on the necessity of sending out a mixed com
mission.' (rhis, of course, refers to one of the documents which 

Sir Edward Grey refuses to make public.) 

,~ At Uskub the Servians massacred men, women and child

ren under the eyes of the Consuls. The Turkish prisoners 
conveyed to Belgra.de and to Nish ,vere maHsacred. Between 
Kumanovo and Uskub before the end of November three 
thousand Moslem noncorQbatants had been put to death; five 
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thousand in and round Prishtina. We have already received a 
report of the massacre at Dedeagach. Prizrend, Veles, Perlepe, 
Krichova have also been the scene of horrors not yet fully 
known. Between October 16 and 22 (old style) the Bulgarian 
soldiers burnt all the Moslem villages in the region 0£ Palas• 
Pachmaklar-Deridere. The villages of Davond, Topoclou, and 

Maden were burnt on the night of October 22-23. The 
Bulgarian cavalry which crossed the frontier at Malkochlar 

burnt, with the aid of bombs, twelve villages, after having 

committed monstrous acts upon the women and girls." 

All that the unfortunate 'rurks have ever asked was for an 
international commission to investigate the matter. They have• 
been asking for it now for three whole months in vain, and all that 
while these horrors have been going on. Aud the prayer for an 
inquiry is treateJ. as absurd by Western Christendom. Like the 
Consuls of Salonika, I am heartily ashamed of being a European 
and a. Christian at this juncture. 

MARMADUKE PIOKTHALL. 

Military Missionaries. 

The war io the Balkans is revealing many things about the 
civilized Christians of Europe which many did not know before. 
In spite of the harangues of the Christian Misi,ionary that 
Christianity was a religion of peace, while Islam was a religion 

of the sword, those who were acquainted with history knew 
th~t the truth was rather the other way about. The Christian 
Missionary, however, who is so adept in concealing the truth 
and infusing false notions into others, had succeeded in 

impressing on the minds of many the false notion that it was 
Islam and not Christianity that was the religion, of the sword. 
The doings of the Balkan Allies, who are said to have brought 
into existence a new civilized power in Europe have, however, 
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gone very far to remove from the minds of the general 

public the false impressions received from the hypocritical 
preaching of the Christian Missionary. 'rhe world has now 

seen that ma.ny of the civilized Christians a.re as fanatical and 
as merciless as their barbarous forefathers and that behind the 

outward cloak of civilization there is a barbarism as brutal 

as that of any savage nation. The students of history 

are fully aware of how Europe was converted to Christianity au 
the point of the sword and with what unparal.leled brutality one 
Christian sect waged war against another offshoot of Christianity 

with a view to bring about an utter annihilation of it. Exactly 
the same thing is now being done in South-eastern Europe. 

Not only the Muslim population of that part of Europe is being 

exterminated by wholesale massacres, forceful conversions and 
by reducing whole villages to ashes by means of fire, but even 
the conquered Christians are being forced to adopt that 
particular form of Christianity which is professed by their 
Christian conquerors. If the Christians of the former genera

tions had come back to this world to see what the civilized 
Christians are now doing in the Balkans, they would have 

certainly patted them on the back finding in them 

worthy successors who were serving the Church of Christ in 

exactly the same way in which they themselves had served it 
and following the very path in which they themselves had 
trodden. I recommend to the reader the following Renter's 

Press Messages, dated London, 22nd March, for perusal:-

''Austria Hungary has notified the Powers that in view or 
the attitude of Montenegro anl the position of the Catholic com

munity in Scutari, she has decided in the intere3ts of humanity 

to lodge a protest at Cetinji and send a squadron to cruise off the 
Albanian coasts. Accounts of the murder of Palic published 

in Vienna recall Medieval martyrdoms (They also recall the 
way in which Christianity was spread in Europa and also tihe 
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way in which one sect of Christianity was persecuted by another, 
Editor R.R.) Palic and 300 others were bound with cords. An 
Orthodox p1·iest pointing at the soldiers' rifles then said 'Either 

sign this document, showing that you have embraced the only 

true faith or theee ]filita1"!/ Missionaries will send your souls 
to Hell.' All signed, excepb Pa.lie. Whereupon the soldiers 
tore off his habit and beat him with their rifles till he fell with 
limbs and ribs broken. He still refused to apostatise and a 
bayonet through his lungs ended his sufferings." 

Will the Christian Missionary tell us, which is more cruel, 
more intolerant and more fanatical, the Turk or the ,~ Military 
Missionary'' ? 

Thoughts of a Muslim Monarch on Religion. 

A series of extracts from the journals and diaries of the 
ex-Sultan Abdul Hamid is published in the March issue of Noril 
und Sud. The extracts are chiefly concerned with religion and 
the spirit-aal life. The Sultan complains of the ignorance which 
the western world betrays of the teachings of Islam. Moslems 
are said to be fanatical, but, the ex•Sultan observes, they have 
more respect for religious freedom than any other peop]e in the 
world. 

Abdul Hamid surveys the sad state of his country, and 
comes to the conclusion that the only remedy is to adopt the 
motto," Back to Islam,'' 

Let us think of the time when the Prophet of Allah appeared 
on the earth; the darkness of the world wa1' illumined; the rude 
customs of the peoples were cbanged into generosity, mildness, 
and chat-ity, lea.ding mankind to peace, happiness, and wisdom. 
Let us not forget the sublime civilisation of Islam, the incompar
able heyday of all Mahomedan lands, wl!en Europe still 
wallowed io the deepest barbariam. How high we atood at the 
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time when the hordes of Christians, eager only for booty, on the 
hypocritical excuse of freeing Jerusalem, fell upon our land, 
with fire and sword in order to rob us ! If we want to recover 
ourselves and regain our old strength, we must remember the 
source of our strength. Our salvation does not lie in aping the 

so-called European culture, which is infected with the perilous 
bubonic plague, bitt we must return to the foundation of the old 

greatness of Islam-the Divine Law of the Koran. 

CHRISTIAN MISSION&. 

Why does Christianity spend millions every year in pre:i.ch
ing the Cross against the Crescent ? It ought to have been 
recognised years ago that a Christian mission can never be 
really successful in Mahomedan countries. If the Christian 
missionaries succeed here and there in winning a Moslem, it is 
either a poor beggar who outwardly becomes a Christian for 
baksheesh or else a lunatic. 

MUSLIMS AND POLYGAMY. 

Europeans, be says, have entirely false notions about the 
position of women among the Turk~, and particularly about 
polygamy. 

Diffe1 ent ideas about ploy gamy are held in Europe and in 
America as well. The numerous divorces and scandals there 
(in America) show that many men are inclined towards 
ploygamy. It is admitted by the Mormon sect •... Has not 
our sublime prophet said: Hflonour the woman who gave you 
birth," and Allah ha., mz.de love and tenderness our duty 
towards women ? 

True the Koran says that the woman is sl1bject to the man ; 
but the Bible says the same. With us the woman ahvays takes 
the first place in the hearts of her children .... It is doubtful 
whether it is good for the nation when the women have too 
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much freedom, when they rule in the streets and the salons 
while the lords of creation become their obedient servants, 
Why do the Westerners abuse our women ? Has the European 

woman the same morality as ours ? Is the woman of the East 
or the European truer, more devoted, more beautiful? Among 
us the woman belongs to the home; she belongs to one man 
alone. In Europe she has a greab deal too much freedom to 
remain womanly, 

Pundit Daya N and as Interpreter of the Vedas. 

Professor K. Sundararaman of Madras sends the following 
letter to the Hindu (February 4th, 1913) :-

Srn.-As the Arya Samaj and its lecturers are very active 
in Madras at present and claim to be followers of the Vedic 
religion, I request you will be good enough to find space in your 
valuable paper for the followililg published opinions of great 
modern Indian scholars regarding Swami Dayananda's Interpre
tation of the Vedas:-.. 

1. Sanlcara Pandurang Pandit, M.A., of Bombay.-! do 
not believe that he (Swami Dayananda) had himself faith in the 
correctness of the translation which he made of nhe Veda. Nor 
do I believe that he could have very much faith in the Vedic 
Samhitas as a divine revelation. I have no sympathy whatever 
with his interpretations of his Vedic texts, because I believe those 
interpretations are fundamentally wrong and entirely unreliable 

inasmuch as they are made to suit foregone conclusions. He 
translated the Veda not as it was hut as he wished it to be. He 
was obliged to adopt. principles of exegesis which are entirely at 
variance with the accepted laws of grammar, idiom, philology, 
and criticism. 

2. Mahesh Ohunder N ayaratna,-Ia.te Principal of the 
Calcutt1:1, S~nskrit College.- I believe that his interpretation. of 
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Vedas was iutlended by him to be an ingenious trick to " show 
the stretch of human brain'' and thereby to increase his fame. 
But I don't think he believed in what interpretation he put. 
Such a man could not, I believe, have fallen into so grave an 
error as to believe sincerely what he wrote about the Vedas. 

3. Gm·u Prasad, Oriental College, Lahore :-I dare say 
that no true Sanskrit Scholar could ever honestly support the 
arbitrary meanings given by Pandit Dayanand bo the texts of 
the Vedas. I do believe that Pandit Dayanand could non have 
sincerely interpreted the Vedas in the manner he has done.'' 

Why Christians have become powerful. 

A learned Buddhist monk once told a missionary who tried 
to convince him that the nations of the W esb had become 
powerful because of their Christianity : 44 The fact is that the 
nations have become powerful in the degree to which they have 
rejected the precepts of Christianity-in the extent to which 
bhey have substinuted for the Christian maxim of 'Love thy 
neighbour as thyself' that other Maxim which shoots three 
hundred bullets a minute. (William Heaford in the Truth 
BeekeT of February 15, 1913). 

Progress of Islam in Africa. 

The Courier Journal (Louisville) says in its issue ot 
February 2, 1913 :-

" The faith of Islam is now sweeping over Africa like a 
prairie fire over the Western plains. It is the work of the 
dervish, but he is not the pioneer of propagation. Each 
merchant or traveller is a Missionary. As far as Moha.mmadan 
merchants advance in Africa, so far does Islam extend. Their 
boldness and punctualilty in performing their devotions in the 
mos, public manner prove an effectual means of gaining 
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conver,s. The dervish follows in the track or the traTeller or 
merchan\ training •and establishing converts.'' 

Is tthis not a refutation of the charge that Islam is deToid 
of all vitality and that bad it not been for the sword, i, would 
have made liUle head way? 

Ahmad 's Trust in God. 
Addressing an inveterate enemy of his, a learned MaulYi, 

who like the Pharisees of the days of Jesus, loft no stone 
unturned in bringing about his ruin, Ahmad wrote in his book 
entitled the Barahin~i-ilhmadiyya, Pa.rt v :-

,, It has been your constant endeavour to incense the 
British Government and make it mistrustful of me by publish
ing in your periodical and other papers false things about 
me. Nothing can be accomplished by taking recourse to such 
mischievous methods. Bear in mind that this wicked course 
will not lead you to success. Nothing can be done on this Eanh 
unless it is ordained in heaven. 

"I have no evil design against this benefioientJ Governmenb 
I was young and have now grown old from the beginning I 
have been repeatedly and .gratefully acknowledging the .favours 
of the Government in my numerous writings, for under its 
benign rule I have been able to carry on my propaganda with 
the utmost freedom. You know that there are other countries 
where you can live in peace. If you leave this country and take 

up your abode at Mecca., Medina, or Constantinople, you will 
fi.nd yourself at home there for the people in those lands profess 
the same doctrines as you do. But if I go there, it is certain 
that most of them will behaTe towards me like ravenous beasts. 
Thus it is clear that God has done me a great favour by raising 

me under a Government which abstains from injuring the 

feelings of o\hera and which gives peace to its subjec~. Bub 
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notwithstanding this, my trust 1s only on God and I believe i\ 
is throuo-h His secre~ influence that the British Government ia .., 
so kind t,o m~ and refuses to listen to the false reports of evil
minded informants. I hope that until I pass away from this 
world, I shall not be made dependent upon any other than my 
real Maswr and He will guard me against every enemy. So 
praise be te God in the beginning and in the end, both out
wardly and inwardly. He is my Patron both in this life and 

ihe nexr., and He is the best Friend and the best Helper. I 
believe He will help me, and will never desert me. If the 
whole world be~ome worse than ravenous beasts m their 
dealing8 with me, even then He will stand by me. I shall not 
descend into my grave a failure, for my God is with me a., 
every step and I am with him. He knows my mind .as nobody 
else knows. If all my followers desert me, God will bring 
another people who will be my friends. The ignorant opponeni 
thinks that by his schemes and machinations he will be able 
$0 spoil my work and bring to naught my propaganda butl 
poor fellow, he does not know that what has been decreed on 
heaven can not be undone on Earth. Both heavens and Earth 
tremble before my L1rd. God is He who sends to me His 
sacred word and informs me of hidden secrets : there is no 
other God beside Him. And it is inevitable that He should 

continue, extend and proeper this movement until the pure is 
distinguished from the impure. Let every opponenii exer, 
himself to the best of his powers to destroy this movement, let 
him strt\in every nerve to achieve this object and then see who 
is victorious in the end, he or God. Did Abu Jahl, Abu Lahab 
and their com pa.nions spare any effort before this to annihilate 
the truth, but where are \hey now? Do you find any trace of 

the Pharaoh who sought to destroy Moses? So, know it for 
certain that a true Messenger of God can never be destroyed. 
He moves among a host of aagel1. Unfortunate is he who doea 
lllOi recognise him." 
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A Peep into Christian Civilization. 
The following note in the Pfoneer of April 6th, on tha 

Antivari Demonstration shows that jusnice plays no part in the 
politics of Christian and oi vilized Europe-a continent the 
civilization of which is boastfully claimed by the Christian 
Missionaries as the direct fruit of Christianity. 

The Editor remarks:-

"It is a miserable procession, that of the naval monsters to 

lihe Eastern coast of the Adriatic sent there only because their 
-respective countrie'l must keep watch ono upon the other. In 
effect, all will be following the Austrian flag. Austria is strong 
and Greece and Montenegro are weak and ex:.hausted by the 
struggling they have been through, therefore we are to join 
Austria in stripping these countries of the fruit of their 
victories and sacrifices. Well may the smaller countries dread 
these European concerts and conferences where right counts 
for 80 little iu the final adjustment. As in China so in Europe 
when the Powera get to acting together they will do things tha\ 
the worst of them would hardly do if acting singly." 

The words ''because their respective countries must keep 
watch one upon the other'' refer to the jealousy which fulfils a. 

prophecy of the Holy Quran which says that to the last day 
there shall exist hatred and jealousy among the nations profess
ing the Christian religion (v, 14). Will the Christians still 
doubt the truth of the Holy Qurll.n when they are witnissing 
a verification of its words in their own sel vea. 

Review. 
'' Muslim India." 

We congratulate Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, B. A., L L. B., on 
the enterprise that he has shown by issuing JC~lim India from 
England. Thii maguine has been launched into exietance M 
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supply a very great need, i. e.. to faithfully interpret the 
thoughts and feelings of the Indian Mussalmans to the B1-itish 
public. As the Editor rightly observes, Mussalma.ns are the 
greatesb sufferers of all communities through misrepresenta
tion in Europe. '' I; is not a clergyman only,'' we read in the 
Foreword, " but a politicion of a particular type as well, who 
deems it necessary to caluminate in all possible ways. In order 
to poison the hones~ English mind against Turkey and prepare 
it to act against. the old traditions, the wire-pullers of a.nti
l'urkish movements took more than t\VO score years to circnlaie 
calumniations and fabricate stories against the Turk. Hia
religion, his polity, his economics, his social and moral condi
tions were vilified, and with him all the Muslim world. To
strengthen his campaign against Islam, and retard its marvell
ous progress in Africa., a pseudo-Muslim paper under the name of 
Moslem-world, has been started here under missionary guidance.., 
We were not unaware of some of these misrepresentations while 
in India, and ,ve regarded them as a legacy of old missionary 
propaganda against falam, but on our coming over ~o this land. 
we ea.me across many a shocking piece of ignorance. Islam was 
the only religion which preached unity of God to a perfection 
that killed all polytheistic tendencies of the human race and 
broughb all other deities of the world to the dust, yet its votaries 
are represented in the London theatres to bow down before a 
lion's head, which is kept as a chief object of adoration in their 
mosques.'' To combat such ignorance a systematic campaign is 
necessary, and we regard the starting of Muslim India•as a 
step in the right direction. Ifor the present it is a modest and 
un~~bitious ventt1;re, ~ut we trust it will grow to an assured 
posJt~o~ and ~:xero1se mfluence com~ensurate with the objeci 
that 1t ~s des1gned t~ ser!o· The article~ of this number are 
well wri~te:!-1 a_nd various 1mpor~ant questions! bearing on Islam 
and Chr1stia.mty are dealt with with considerable vigour and 
insight. We hope this promising little periodical has a long and 
useful career before ii. The Comrade, dated 5;h April 1913-
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