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Ahmad as a PFophet-III. 
PROPHECY ABOUT THE AGE OF AHMAD. 

In our last article on the subject, we discusrnd some of the 
early prophecies of Ahmad. "\Ve have seen that great things 
were promised to Ahmad at a 1,ime when he was leading a 
solitary life in a small compartment of hi::; house, and was quite 
unknown not only to the world at large but even to the people in 
the ':lear neighbourhood. Among other things which these 
prophecies implied one was that he was to be granted a sufficiently 
long span of life, for great things require long years. A world 
could not be drawn to him in a few days. The amazing revolu
tion which these revelations predicted could not be brought about 
in a few years. So it was necessary that the recipient of these 
revelations to whom was promised ::;uch a wonderful future should 

have lived for a sufficiently long time after the publication of 
these prophecies. Everything has a season but there is no 
season for death. It may come at any time. It may lay 
its cold hand on a child of tender years, or on a full grown 
man in tlle prime of his life or it may keep its chilling 
hand off, until a peTSon has celebrated his centenary. So it, 

was simply impossible for Ahmad to foretell things which were to 
come after long years, unless he had been inspired by God. The 
predicted events were not only of a nature which were to take 
long years in coming, bnt they were also beyond the power of 
Ahmad. How could he say for instance tha.t though there \ms to 
be a violent op_:;osition against him and though no pains were 
to be spared to prevent men from turning to him, yet all these 
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efforts were to prove of no avuil n,nd people were t;o fly to him 

in such large numbers as to well nigh tire him. So evidently 

long years were required for the accomplishment of these pro

phecies and Ahmad could not say that he would live long enough 

to see the fulfilment of his predictions. So the very promise::; 

contained in the revelations implied that Ahmad w0ul<l be 

allotted a sutliciently long pcrio:l of life. Thi:-. fact, however, w,1,;; 

not only implied in the revelations but was expres::3ly stated. 

God, addressing Ahmad, said, '-'¼; ill l ~) 4 .).,o,D,, I t~ "0 Ahmad, 

God will bless your life and your work." And we see that God 

did lJloss him with long dtt_vs and did make his work useful 

Though his enemies made both secret and open attempts to put 

a.n end to his life, yet Ood, in a:x:ordance with His promise, pro
tected hjm fro'.n the att.1cks of his enemies, and grant0d him a lon6 
lease of life. He was even attacked by severe diseases and his 

life was despair~d of, yet as he was destined to do a •great work, 

his lifo was spared hirn untif c1ll the promises had been fulfilled 

Now, is this not wonderful ? He predicted things over which 
he had no control, and every thing cc1,mo t,o pits5 a;:; he had 

predicted. God fulfilled all the wonderful promises which He 
had made to him and he did not pass awdy from this v1orld until 

he had witnessed their fulfilment. Vv as this in the pY.ver of 

Ahmad to bring about ? Did he possess any control over his 

life ? Could he bid the angel of death to wait until all th.J 

promises that had been published by him in the Barahin-z
Alimadi;;ya had been fulfilled? And even if he could bid tbf'! 

angel of death to wait, was it in his power to bring ooout all 

those seemingly impossible things which had been foretold in the 
revelations ? From the Barahin-i-Ahmad(v_ya itself. which is 

the repository of his early revelations, it is .. tpparent that Ahmad 

had no idea of his being the Messiah whose advent in the latter 

days had been promised in the s::i,cred scriptures, for the book 

shows tlrn,t up to that time he shared with the orthodox Muslims 

their belief ab::mt the advent of the self-same J csus who was 

su:_Jposed to lrnve been raised to heavens alive. He was a Sunni 

Mussalma.n and uhercfore faithfully believed in all those things 

which the orthodox Muslims believed and did not give up 
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those beliefs until their ernneousno ;s had been disclosed to him 
through direct revelation from God. Hence we find Ahmad 
stating in the Baralzin-i-Ahm.'ldiyya that Jesus had been raiscl 
t) heavens ali vc and that he woulJ come back to earth in th3 

latter days. This statement tshows pla rily that at the time of 

the publication of the Barahin-i-AhmadiyJltl, he did not know 

that the prophecy re ating Lo the adv0nt oft.he l\Iessiah was to be 

fulfiiled in him. ·we have also seen that the Baraltin-i
AlunC1diyya c:mtnins proph cie~, promi::,ing a great futura for 
Alun:i~l. So when we take both these facts in to c,msider .1tion, 
we com3 to the conclusion that Ahmad was quite unaware of the 

way in which the pr,)phecies contained in the Barnhin were to be 
fulfilled. How the pt\)a1iseJ events were to come to pass was us 
much a puzzle to Ahmad him::;elf ns 1 0 others. Nor were the 

doctrines which Ahmad preached after assuming the role of a 

prophet such as might be said to faJilitate suc~ess. Far from 

paving the way for popularity, they were only adapted to make 
the orthodox Muslim;;; turn away from him in disgust. He laid 

the axe at the root of many a popular belief of the orthodox and 
upset many a cherished hope of theirs. The very claims of his 
which he made in compliance with divine command ran counter 
to the long-c:1erished expectations of th0 Muslims. They had 
been firmly believing that Jesus was still alive in heavens and 

that the second-coming of the Messiah meant the coming back to 
earLh of the self-same Israelite Messiah that had risen to heavens 

about 1,900 years ago. They could never think for a moment that 
a Messiah could arise from among t,he Muslims and they could nut 
but denounce as an impostor and a liar one who announced him
self as the Promised Messiah. Similarly, they firmly believed that 
the promised Mahdi was to be a warrior who was to convert the 
nations of the earth to Islam by means of the sword. Besides 

they held that the promised Mahdi was to be a direct descendant 
of t,he Holy P1·ophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him) a.:id they coulcl not acJept as the M:1hdi one who was 

not directly descended from him. That the Promised Mahdi should 
h we made hii appearance in a village of the Punj:1h and should 

have come from a family known as Mughal wa1 utterly opposJd 
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to their beliefs. W.hat was even more difficult for them to 
believe w:ts that any b0dy should have be,m gifted with pro
phethood. All these things were diametrically opposed to the 
current beliefs of the Muslim people. But these were exactly thi::: 

things which Ahmnid taught. Being inspired by God, h:! exposed 
all tiicB popular errors of the Muslims. He declared thri.t JesuR 

\Vas dead like 11,ll other prophets and that inst::;ad of being alive in 
heavens, he was lying buried in the Khr1n Yar tomb at Srinagar. 
He pointed nut that the promised Mahdi was not to be a warrior 
but a. prop.1.g(1tor of Islam by peaceful means. Similarly he told the 
Mnslims that tlrn door of divine revelatii)n was not clo-1ed but that 
God could still spea,k to His chosen s,3rvants a5 H,~ spoke in times 
pa'3t a:1d that He could stil1 con rcr tlrn gift of prophethood on Hia 
righteous servants, though the recipient of such a gift must be a. 

follower of Islam, which was to-day the only true and pure religion 
on the face of the earth. Now these teachings could hardly be 
palatable to the Muslims and a teacher of such doctrines could not 
hope to win any degree of popularity. His doctrines, far from 
drawing men towards Ahmad, were, on the other hand, calculated 
to turn the people away from him. Ahmad, however, not only 
taught these unwelcome doctrines, but went a step further than 
this. He himself claimed to be the promised Messiah, the 
predicted Mahdi and a prophet. Nothing could be more trying 
to the Muslims than such a strange claim. Such a claim presented 
insurmountable obstacles. It involved not one but many difficul
ties. It was full of insoluble knots. It WM a hard nut to era.ck. 
Here we try to enu-nerate some of the difficulties which the 
Muslims had to overcome before accepting- the claims of Ahmad. 
They had to give up their old notion that Jesus had been raised 
up alive to heavens. They had to believe that the prophet whom 
they were wont to look upon as living was dead. They had to 
confess that the prophet whom they had been believing to be 
alive high np in the heavens was lying buried in a tomb. To 
add to their embarrnsment, it was not to Syria, Egypt, or Arabia. 
that Ahmad pointed out as the land where one could see the tomb 
of Jesus, but he pointed to a part of India as the land which 
conhined the sacred remains of the prophet of Nazareth. He did 
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not say that Jesus died in his rutive land or in a country adjoin
ing his native land, but he said that Jesus died in a land far 
distant from his native country. All these things were 5:11mply 
puzzling to the Muslims and were so many obstacles in their way 
of accepting his claims. Another difficulty which the Muslims 
had to snrmount was that they had to give up their old notion of 
the Mahdi being a Fatimite (a descendant of Fatima, daughter 
of the Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
Ahmad belonged to a family which was known as Mu;:-hal, while 
t,he Muslims were labouring under the delusion that the Mahdi 
was to be a descendant of Fatima. Similarly they had to abandon 
their old idea of the Mahdi being a warrior. Ahmad, far from being 
a warrior, or calling upon the Muslims to rise in arms against the 
non-Muslim nations in order to compel them to embrace Islam, 
published a fatwa declaring war for the propagation of the 
faith to be unlawful and opposed to the teachings of the Holy 
Quran. Again India was not the country where they expected 
the promised Mahdi to appear and the very fact that the claimant 
to l\iahdiism appeared in the Punjab was according to them a 
sufficient proof of his being a false pretender. Similarly they believ. 
ed that the Messiah was to descend from the heavens and alight on 
a minaret at Damascus (Syria) and therefore they could not accept 
11,s t,hc promised Messiah one hailing froin a village in the Punjab. 
What made Lheir confusion still more confounded Ahmad claimed to 

be both the promised Messiah and the expected Mahdi while both 
these titles were hitherto generally regarded as applying to two 
different and quite distinct personalities. Again the Muslim8 

had come to regard the door of prophethood as closed for ever, and 
to lay claim to prophethood was according to them the most 
heinous olasphemy. But Ahmad expressly stated that the gift of 
prophethood had been conferred upon him by God. 

Many more instances might be quoted to show that the 
claims of Ahmad and the popular beliefs of the generality of the 

:Muslims were poles apart, and with claims like these there was 
little chance of his attaining any degree of snccoss. Yet God's 
works arc wonderful. God showed his truth h_y powerful signs and 
thongh his opponents tried every means in their power to prevent 
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men from accepting his claims, yet all these attempts proved an 

utter failure and people came to him in very large numhers. Thus 
was fulfilled the word of God which he had published yen,rs before, 

at a time when nobody knew him outside the n:-trrow circle of 

relations and neighbours. And it was the sh~er power of God 

which brought about the fulfilment of the prophecies. 

Such was the nature of his claims that no bodv c ·nld ., 

prophesy success for them. Under such circumstances, the folfi.1-
mcnt of his prophecies published in the Barahin-i-Ahmadiyya. 
was indeoJ a great miracle. He prophesied that men would flock 
to him in thousands and yet put forward claims which were 

calculated to turn men away from him. The very circumstance is 

a clear evidence of his sincerity. An impostor would have done 

everything in his power to make himself popular and would never 
have done anything that was likely to stir up ill feeling and 
hatred against him. The reader can see that the doctrines of 

Ahmad \Vere utterly repellent to the Muslims, yet we find that his 
prophecies foretelling for him a great honour and a wide fame 
werf' literally fulfilled and the hearts were powerfully drawn towards 
him by a hidden power. Such prophecies could be fulfilled in 
such a remarkable way only in t,he case of a true prophet. 

To revert to the question of age, we have shown that the 
prophecies implied that Ahmad was to live for a good many years 
after the publication of his predictions, for the promises contained in 
them referred to a remote future. \Ve have also quoted a revela
tion of Ahmad which said that God woald 1>lcss his life and work. 
\Vhat I now want to tell the re.l.der is that God also sent a revela

tion giving thJ yea.rs of his life in plain words. This revelation was 

received by Ahmad about thirty years before his dea.th and ran as 
follows :-uJ ~ l:J"" l~ i ) 1 » ,c., ~~i t ... s "Eighty years or there

abouts." The word "thereabouts" was also clearly explained by 
Ahmad in the supplement to the Barahin-i-Ahmadiyya, Part V, 

page 97. This Supplement was written in 1323 A.H. (or 1905 
A.D.) n.nrl in it he refers to this revelation in the followin; 

words:-
" I am sevcmty years old now, and about thirt,y years ngo 

God informed me in clear words that I would live fer 80 yeais, 
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or five or six years more than this, or ffve or six years less than 
this." 

He adds on the same page: "Nor is it the promise of Ood 

that I must necessarily live more than 80 years. \Vhat has been 
said in the revelation about this matter only implies thn,t if God 
will, He may lengthen my years to more than 80. According to 
the apparent words of the r~velation my age must not be less than 
7-t years and not more than 85." Now Ahmad died in 1326 A.H 
or 1908 A.D. and we have clear evioence to establish the fact that 
he died at the age of not less than 74 years. In the days when 
he was born there was no custom to preserve the date of one's 
birth and therefore we do not know exactly when he was born, 
yet whatever we do know is sufficient to establish the truth of the 
revelation regarding his age. \Ve have already seen from the 
words quoted from the Supplement to the Barahin-i-Ahmadiyya, 
Part V, page 97, that he stated his age to be about '70 at the time 
of the writing of the said Supplement. Now we find that in that 
Supplement he answers certain objections that appeared in the 
Pai'sa Akhbm" (a daily paper publishe:J from Lahore) of 22nd Mn.y 
1905. Again, on page 145 of the same Supplement we find him 
saying: "Twenty-two years buve passEd since the beginning of 
the 14th century." 'fhis shows that the hook was written in 
1322 A.H. As Ahmad died in 132G A.H. it is clear that if ho 
was "about 70" at the time of writing the Supplement he died at 
the a:se of 74... 

It should n,lso be remembered that when he said he was 

about 70 years old, he w,ts s_p:la.~tin6 of 70 soliw ye:trs, for it h 
1 he solar years by which age is generally counted here in India. 
But we know th11.t in prophecies it is the lunn.r months by which 
years are counted and ns 12 lunar month.s arc smaller than 11 

solar year, therefoi:.i it is apparent that if wo count his nge by 
lunar months, it cannot be lees th:in 74 ycal's. 

,ve here quote another testimony which shows that Ahmad's 
prop11ecy arout his age wits a true pl'ophecy. The late Mnulawec 
Siri:i,j, nd· Din Ahmad, Editor of the Zam:'ndar, who wu.s not 
n, follower of .Ahmad, while noticing the deat,h of f.lw Prnmiscd 
Messiah in his paper of Mn,y 28th, 1908, said:-" l\iirza Ghulu.m 

.Abnrnd wa.s a. kltmshi a.t Sialkot aboi1t the year 1800 o:· JBO+ lllld 
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wa8 about 22 or 24 years old at that time and we can say from 

our per:-;onal knowlege that even in the days of youth, he was a 

virtnous, God-fearing and holy person and employed his spare time 
in the study of religion." If he wa'3 24 yews old in 1861 or 1860, 

he must have been nearly 72 years old in 1908 and seventy-two 
soln,r ye:'l.rs are equal to :1 lit;tic more than 74 lnnar yea-·s. 

\Ve qiwte holow the test,i1uony of a bit1 er enemy of Ahmad 

whose st,atement contains an admission of tlie fact that Ahrrud's 

p1'ophecy aboat his age ha,d C1)me out true. This is the testimony 

of 1,he Editor of the Ahl-i-Hadees, who writing an article in 
opposit,ion to Ahmad iu his p:vper of May 3rd, 1907, says :-

" As to the question of all his opponents dying in his life-time, 

the Mirza h;mself denie:-; tihis in his pamphlet entitled the Will, 

for therein he statt·s that his age is to he a few years more or less 

than eighty and prnba,bly he has already completed this age." 

\Vit,h a test,imony like t.his, it is hardly necessary for me to 

try to show that t1rn prophei.::y was fulfilled. Here is a bit,ter 

enemy of Ahmad who knows hi111 personally ;:i,n<l who, writing 

full one year before the death of Ahmad testifies that he has 

already completed the age which he claims as pres,::ribed for him 

in the word of God. Here is an admission of the truth of a 

prophecy by an enemy. Ahmi1d said that according to the word 

of God he must live for nearly eighty years ; and a yea,r before 

his death, a bitter foe of his 11drnits thc1,t this limit has already 

been real:hed. Can there be any doubt then ns to the truth of 

this prophecy ? Is it not then meet for us tu ponder over this 

prophecy and try to see what lessons ,ve can 1emn from it. 

Here is a .man who about thirty years befor~; his death pro

phesies that he would live for not less than 7 4 years and 

so it happens. Though his claims excite against him a storm 

of opposition and all sorts of attempts are made by the enemy 
to get rid of him, yet God protects him until he reaches the 
promiser! limit. Is it, I ask, in the power of a mortal to make 
such ,1 prophe(!y, unless he is inspired by God ? The enemy plots 
against his life and the ignorant fanatic whets his knife to put; 
nn end to his life, yet the angels of Go<l guitrd the Divine 

Messenger until the promised time comes. ,v onderfo.l is the pro

plrncy and wonderful is its fulfilment. 
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,vhat makes the prophecy doubly wonderful is the fact 
that as the end draws nigh, fresh revelations come from God 
announcing that very few days are left and the time of departure 
is near at ha.nd. In our number for April 1913, we have dis
cussed some of the prophecies of Ahmad which referred to hi's 
death. In April, 1905, he published his " '\Vill " which began 
with the following u::inouncem )nt of his approaching end :-

" As Almighty God ha, informed me in various revelations 
following one another that th; time of my death is near, and 
the r,3velations on this subject have been so many and so con
secutive that they have shaken my very existence from the 
foundn.tions and nrde this life quite cold to me, I have therefore 
thoug:1t it proper th:it I sb')nld write down for my friends and 
for snoh other per3:>ns as C:1'1 benefit by my teachings, some words 
ot advic).0 Then ho gave some of the l\Welations which spoke 

of his d-3ath. The following is the tnnslation of soma of then1 :-
" The destined time of thy death has drawn nigh ...... Very little 
has remq,ined of the time appointed for thee by the Lord ..... . 

V cry fow dil.ys have rsmained, sorrow will overtake all on that 
day.', 

Other revelations and visions gave further particufars ab0ut the 
approaching catastrophe, but as they ha,ve been given in detail 
in the Review of Religions for April, 1913, therefore I need not 
cl.well upon them here at any length. A reference to the said 

number will show that not only it was foretold by Ahmad that 
the destined time of his death had drawn very near, but that the 
following further details were also given:-

1. On 18th October, 1905, he saw in a vision a jar of water 
containing only two or three draughts of water and then he was 
told that this was the water of life. Ahmad died on May 26 1908 

' ' i.e., about two and a half years after he saw the vision. The 
whole jar was nearly empty; it had only two or three draughts 
of water in the bot~om. Each of these draughts repre.,ented a 
year of his life and in accordance with this vision, he only lived 
for t·wo years, 7 months and eight days after he saw the all but 
empty jar. 

2. Another fact revealed in the word of God was that be was 
to die away from home. 
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3. His bo:ly was to be brought from outside wrapped in 
slrnmd.:1. This fact was reven.led on 7th March, 1907. 

4. 0;1 30th Fchrua··y, 1007, he received a revelation saying 

that a s::td news was to come to Qadian from I.lthore. It was at 
L1,h1)r-3 that Ahma.d breetth~d his last a,nd the same day a telegram 
announcinO" the s1. i event of his death was received at Q1dian. 

,"') 

5. His body w·t<, brought to Qua::lian on May 27. 'fhis fact 

had been disclosed in a revelation received by Ahmad on 2nd 

De~ember, 1907. 

6. One of the revelations exhorted the Mother, of the 
F,1.ithful to bear the coming trial p:1.tienUy, thus showing that 

this sad oc~urrence was to take place in her life-ti.ne and 
tha,t it was near at hand. This revelation was received on 2nd 
March 1907. 

7. On the eve of his departure for Lahore he received a 
revelation reminding him of his approaching end. This was a 

Peasian line and it not only warned him of his approaching end 
but also gave 1326 A.H. as the year of his death. 

8. On 7th March, 1908, he received a revelation syaing that 
his house was about to become "a house of mourning," and only 
a m::>nth after this, his house was turned into a house of m,,urnina-. 

0 

9. On May 9th, he received a revebtion s::i.yin6 : "D0pir

ture for the next world." This w:is followed by another revet.1.
tion saying : " Death near." And only a few da.ys after this 

mes3age, came the day of departure, and Ahnu.d passed away 
suddenly on 26th May, 1908. The death came without any warn
ing, except the warning conveyed in the revelations. He 
cJntinued to do his work up to the very hour on which he was 
ta.ken ill and he died only after 12 hours' illness. He stayed 
for about a month at Lahore and during this time he delivered 

addresses, had long conferences with visitors, took part in the 
dJ.ily prayers and went every day for a walk. On the day preced

ing his death, he wrote a. p:imphlet entitled the Message of Pea.ce. 

This rncss:--.ge he intended to deliver to a representative audienc:) 

in the L'.1hore town-hall. Having finished the message he went 

out for a stroll in the evening and on his return from the walk, ho 

wa.s ta.ken ill and died next morning at a.bout half past ten. 
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Now I ask the reader to think over these prophecies. About 
thi~ty years before his death, he received a revelation that he would 
live for not less than 7 4 years and when the time of death drew 
near, he received repeated revelations foretelling in plain words 
that the destined time of his death had drawn near and giving 
the very circumstances under which the death was to take place. 
He was to die away from home. His body was to be brought to 

Qadian, wrapped in shrouds, and that day was to be the 27th 
day of the month. His death was to take place in the lifo-time 
of his noble consort, and the day was fast drawing near when his 
house was to become a house of mourning. On the day of his 
departure for Lahore, he was warned of his approaching end, 
and when he entered Lahore the warning was repeated. And 
when only a few days of his life remained, a heavenly message 
said that the time of departure for the ne:x t world had come and 
t,hat his death was ne;-1r. Now I leave it for the gentle reader 
himself to decide whether it was in the power of a mortal to make 
such predictions and whether it is in his power to bring about 
their fulfilment. Certainly it was the Omniscient God who 
revealed these things to his ·apostle and Ahmad to whom the!e 
things were revealed was surely a true prophet. Even if there 
were no other predictions made by Ahmad, the predictions which 
related to his age and gave a detail of the circumstances connected 
with his death would alone be sufficient to establii.h his claims 
as a prophet. These prophecies not only prove that Ahmad was 
a true proph~t, but they also lead us to conclude that the pro
phets that have existed in times past were also true messengers of 
God. Thus the advent of Ahmad is an indisputable te~timony 
to the truth of the former prophets. For if true prophets can 
appear now, they could appear in the past also. We have seen a 
true prophet in this age and therefore we have good reason to 
conclude that the prophets of the past ages were also true 
prophets. But the Prophet whose truth is established more than 
that of any other prophet by the advent of Ahmad is the Holy 
Prophet of Arabia, for the prophet whose truth we have witnessed 
with our own eyes was a follower of the Prophet of Arabia and 
bl)re testimony to his truth.. He declared that of all the existing 
rotigiuns, Islam was the only true religion, that the Holy Qura.u 
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was the final Law revealed by God, and that the Holy Prophet, 
on whom be peace and the blessings of God, waa the prophet for 

all times and all lands. He said that the door of revelation was 
still open and that God still spoke to His chosen nnes ae He spoke 
in the past, but only those that fc,l.Jowed the true rdigion were 

eligible for this gift. He offered his own personality as & living 
proof of the truth of Islam. No one, he 8;1.i,I, could att,\in near
ness to God a.nd be favoured with divine communion unless he 
followed the true path pointed out in the Holy Qnmn. The H<,ly 
Prophet of Arabia, may peace and the blessings of God be upon 

him, was the seal of the prophets, i.e., no one could in the future 

be favoured with the gift of prophethood unless he bore the 
seal of being a follower of the Holy Prophet. It was through 
the Holy Prophet, that the gift of prophethood waa now at
tainable. 

In one of his revelations, Ahmad was very aptly described 

as " ~~ » I '-"' ... .! ) " t¼~ » 1 _..:,; " The moon of the prophets as 
well as the sun a.f the prophets." He was the moon of the 
prophets, because as the moon receives her light from the sun 
similarly Ahmad received his light from the Holy Prophet of 
Arabia, may peace and the blessings of God be upon him, And 
he was the sun of the prophets, because a.s the sun makes other 
bodies shine, similarly his personality mado m•rnife~t to the 

1forld the truth of other prophets. The truth of the former 

prophets had become obscure in the eyes of the world and serious 
doubts had begnn to be expressed as to the genuineness of their 
claims. Their miracles were openly denied and the wonderful 

works wrought by them were regarded as no better than 
myths. God saw this and He sent Ahmad as a prophet in 
this age and demonstrated his truth by powerful signs and wonder
ful prophecies, so that the world, by witnessing with their own 
eyes the truth of the prophet of their age, might also see the truth 
of the former prophets. Ahmad could not be a sun to other 
prophets, unless his own truth had become as clear as the midday 
sun. So God showed many a mighty signs of his truth and estab
lished his claims by means of hundreds of powerful prophecies and 
when his truth shone like the meridian sun, he became the sun of 
the prophets, inasmuch a.s his personality m::iide ma.nife3t the truth 
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of the former prophets. Thus he was both the moon and the sun of 
the prophets. 

And a yet greater purpose was served by the advent of 
Ahmad. His advent revealed the hidden face of God and mani
fested H.im in His true power and glory. Not only prophethood 
l>11t even t,hc very existence of God was being denied when Ahmad 
ca1nr\ And those who admitted the existence of God did so only 
nmninally. They did not realise the true power of the Divine 
Beiug arid were strangers to His matchless attributes. In short, 
God was like a. hidden treasure and in order to reveal Himself to 
the world He raised Ahmad and put in his mouth strange pro
phecies that related to distant future and made to him wonderful 
promises. When these prophecies came out true and when these 
promises met with a wonderful fulfilment, the fact that God does 
exist and that He knows hidden things in heaven and in earth 
was brought home to those who poudered over these things. By 
the prophecies which Ahmnd publisl1ed from time to time and 
which met with their fulfilment in due time, the world was made 
to realise that God st,ill speaks and that He possesses full control 
over the affairs of the world. God promised him gren.t success 
and wide fame and He did grant him the promised success, thus 
showing that He is a powerful God and can direct the affairs of 
the world according to His will. Thus the advent of Ahmad 
revealed the face of God to the world and made it realise clearly 
that the God of the universe is a Living, all-Powerful and all
knowing Being, that He not only hears and sees, but also speaks, 
and that His speaking was not confined to the past but that 
He speaks even now. One of the revelations to Ahmad said 
u:V Ur) .J'w ~.i 1 "Thou art from me and I am from thee." 
The words "Thou art from me," me1m that it is I who have sent 
thee and showed thy truth to the world, and the words "I am from 
thee" mean that it is through thee that my face has been reveal
ed to the world. 

I think, if the readers carefully consider what I have said 
above, they will be able to realise that though the present age is 
an age of wonders, yet the advent of Ahmad is the greatest 
wonder of the age. But the prophecy which I have discussed 
above is only one out of hundreds of prophecies which have 
already been fulfilled and there are many more that will be 
fulfilled in the future. And when the world will consider-all these 
wonderful prophecies, it will bow in humble submission to the 
God of h~ave~s and Earth who fa~oured the world with a great 
prophet m tlns age and through h::.m revealed the whole truth to 
the world. 0 God, guide the world to the truth and make it see 
the grand truth which Ahmad r.amc to proclaim in this age of 
materialism a.nd sinfulness. Amen ! 
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Poet V ePsus PPophet. 

CARLVLE'.S H'ERO A.S POET, REVIEWED. 

There is no denying the fact that, 1'homas Carlylc's lectures 
are among the ma.sterpieces of English prose, and if any of them 
is allowed to be str11ck off the curriculum, it will be worse than 
a chance lost for the student of English literature. But lower 
interests have to be sacrificed to higher ones. 'fhis is the in
exorable la\V ot nature. We can safely afford to miss literary cul
ture where the moral side of our nature is at stake. It is really a 
pity that the moral and the intellectual sides of our education have 
been set in antithesis to each other. As a matter of fact every 
advance in the intJllectual du1n:iin is a step forward in the mornl 
realm. Both of them are c,msins-german, one working in the 
direction of the other, hut they strike us a:, widely different things. 
because we often misconstrue thE, common purpose which runs 
through all the different activities and diversified pursuits of man
kind. Intellectual refinement should not be understood to consist, 
in the dull imitation of a flowny style or the feverish cramming 
of a large number of words and phrases, but in the healthy gm,sp 
of pure and lofty ideas and the assimilation of sound and ratitm:d 
views. 

We have every wish to thank Thomas Carlyle for his mast,erJy 
contribu,ion to the English literature, but h1ive no scruples in 
withholding our assent to the course of study prescribed for the 
youths whose religious beliefs are yet in the process of formation. 
In fact, a healthy religions atmosphere brondbased on tJ1e brother
hood of man and the fatherhood of God is i-1, deplorable desideratum 
discernible in the organisation of our educational system a,nd is 
surely the one thing needful at the preserit day. 'l'be hold of 
religion on the mind of Indian students is getting feebler and 
feebler day by day, the inevitable result being an awful weakening 
of the moral sense of the student community. Anything, there
fore, which tends to hasten the fall of this tottering superstruc
ture of religion must be carefully kept out of the way of the 
st;udents in India. as everywhere else. Tho plastic and impres-
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siona.ble nature of the young mind must not be pJrmanently dis
torted and indelibly deformed by any sort of crude criticism of 
religion. It is religion and religion alone which sets all heart

burning finally at rest and it is the absence of true religious 
spirit which engenders party spirit, creates racial rancour, and 
breeds seditious kmdencies. It i~ high time for the university 
authorities to realise ~his fact. The experience of the world has 

shown beyond even the shadow of doubt that no amount of eru
dition divorced from the ennobling influence of religion can 

build up character. It is therefore highly essential in the in
terests of sound education that a suitable sort of religious 

element be introduced into the curriculum of the Universi
ty, and all that is in any way likely to give rise to irreligion 

totally expunged from it, however elegant and literary may 
it be. 

Carlyle's lecture, the Hero as Poet, contains a g,)od deal of 
objc:)tionable matter likely to poison the minds of Muslim as well 

as Christian students against their religious convictions and is 
not therefore desirable r.:iading for them. W nile the poet gets 

the lion's share of his favour, the prophet receives but poett·c jus
tice at his hands. I wish to take up the caus J of the injured 
party and try to refute some of his mistaken views. 

Let me declare in all seriousness at the very outcet that I do 
not even for a moment wish to deprecate the value of poetry. II; 

certainly deserves a high place in the finest output of hu:n::m in

genuity. We have nothing but unqualified gratitude for the 
masterminds who l1ave furnished us with a rich store of poetic 

utterances in different languages. No sane head on human 

shoulders can have the hardihood to look down upon st::.ch a de
lightful source of plea.sure. What I undertake to con::lemn in 
this paper is not poetry itself but the disgusting comparison of 
poetry with prophethood and the over-estimation of the poet's 
worth at the expense of the prophet. 

To begin with, he says:-" The Hero as Divinity, t'1e Hero 

as Prophet are productions of old ages ; not to be repeated in the 
new. They pre-suppose a certain rudeness of concept~on, which 

the progress of mere s:;ientific knowledge puts an end to There 

needs to be, as. it were, a wodd vaca.nt or almost; va.cant of scicn-
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tific forms, if men in their loving wonder are to fancy their 
fellow m::1n, either god or one speaking with the voice of a go:l. 
Divinity and Prvphet are past. We are now to see our Hero in 
tlD le.s.s ambitious, but also less questionable, character of poet: a 
charJ.::,t3r which does n;)t pass." 

\Ve do not t:l.kc Jesus for a divinity, but for a prophet, so my 
defence for the Prophet will go to cover the case of Jesus as well. 
It is for some Christian friend of mine to meet Carlyle on that 
ground. The sum-total of his strictures against the whole class 
of prophets is that the world has risen above the low plane of 
prophet-ridden ages and does not therefore stand in need of any

thing like a prophet. All this is simply regrettable. With all 
his recondite erudition and scientific profundity, Carlyle has 
failed to grasp the purpose that pervades the prophetic system 
and the supreme bearing which the system has on the practic~1,l 
life of mankind. 

The unfathomable mystery of Divine existence would have 
been a sealed book for all sceptic philosophers and free thinkers of 
the present day, but for the prophetic utterances coming down to 
us from age to age and generation to generation with clock-work, 
regularity through an unbroken series of saintly sages. The 
mystery owes its world-wide dissemination to no versifier, or 
rhymster, but the much-maligned prophet. The sublimest idea 

and the noblest sentiment, which the world has yet cherished is 
the sense of divine grace and mercy combined with a full and 
complete knowledge of His unexceptionably perfect attributes. 
The poet's imaginative and high soaring faculty with all possible 
stretch and strain was helplessly unable to make out anything, if 
God Himself had not so kindly indeed revealed Himself through 
His prophets. Now when ground has already been broken for us 
and human mind has got enriched with a good deal of spiritual 
wisdom, like a spoilt child fondled and indulged the 20th century 

m'tn ha-; arrogated to himself the right to thwart the plan which 
God hais, since the creation of the world, adopted for the moral 
cdificntion of human race. 

To make it furt,her clear, we had better trace the JJrophet 
system to the very origin. Man in his early state was nothing 
but a savage being with little of intellectaal calture and philoeo-
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phical lore •bout him ; it wifS only a psychological impossibility 
(or him to make any start towards any department of scientific 
advancement and artistic development. The savages of the New 
World would not have been batched for all time to come from the 
shell of ignorance and the hard crust of rude wildness if they had 
not been brought into touch with the civilized people of Europe. 
The aborigines of 11:dfa would have for ever continued to live a 
life of beastly rudeness, and wild roughness, if Aryans from 
Central Asia had not visited their soil and engrafted upon them 
their civilisation_, their higher ways of thinking, and their better 
ways of·Jiving. In short history teem'i with instances bringing 
home to every s-1.ne mind the tremendous truth that unless some 
ex:terna.l stimulus is brought to be-1.r upon man, it is not poiSible 
for him to acquire any sort of learning and better his modes of 
living. Bearing this psychological formula in mind, let us look 
b.1, 1k to the time, when the first links of human species were 
ushered into existencq in their primitive state with no intellectual 
trappings, scientific accessories, artistic organisations, and in fact 
no civilising paraphernalia of the prellent day a,bout them. The 
scene c.1n be better imagined than described. They stood in 
profound solitude with no Dante or Shakespeare near by to tell 
them what to love and what to do. Life was not pos:iible l They 
needed to be initiated into the rudiments of manly pursuits to 
make a start in life. Bat who was there to help them ? Lone
liness reigned suprem~ all round, their minds were too immature 
to derive any inspiration from their awful surroundings unaided 
by any e·dernal agency. Poor fellows l they looked blank and 
stood aghast. A. thick impenetrable gloom of ignorance, a pro
found stupi(ying mystery, a bewildering confusion, in short, n, 

mystifying wonder hung everywhere. Where were they to look 
for help? Who wa.~ there to enlighten them on the purpose of 
life which was to permeate their modest activities? Snch wn.s 
the helpless predica.me11t of our first progenitors. God was the 
only source of help n.nd guidance. He came to the rescue in 
that hour of dire necessity and nourished the latent germ of 
hurnan knowledge with external stimulus or divine revelation. 
Thus a competent Alt round impetus was given to the activities 
of man 'fha tight of Divine revelation dawned upon the primary 
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rangers of the earth and thus the baJl of endless progress wa.s set 
rolling by none other than Divine hand itsel£ 

Once put in working order, the complex machinery of human 
progressiveness could not continue to work for ever. It required 
periodical adjustment. The moment there was a screw loose, the 
automatic process of the machinery was awfully impeded. Self
adjustment is pos8ible within certain limits, but when the limits 
are exceeded, the machinery goes out of order, and becomes 
unserviceable for all practical purposes. As a. result human 
energies begin to fly off at a tangent, faculties are thrown off the 
scent, and there is in consequence too frequent divergence into 
side issues. The ultimate upshot is a wastage of human forces 
and utter forgetfulness of the purpose of life. God again send 
down His prophet who directs the energies of mankind into right 
channels wherever the former might have gone astray. 

This is the most n,1.tural procedure. The modern man is at 
times apt to consider that he knows too well to need a prophet 
now. Here the question assumes a delicate aspect and had better 
be handled with utmost care and caution. We certainly need no 
prophet if we have realised in all our actions and thoughts that 
we are accountable to God for all our doings and shall have to pay 
d1;r1.rly for every point missed. But if, on the contrary, our con
ception is anything but real and a gloomy cloud of apathy and 11. 

mirky firmament of indifference overshadows our belief in God, 
then with all our intellectual adv,.incement and material progress 
our lot is deplorable. What is generally observed with positive 
regret in these days of philosophy, logic, and science is the hide
bound lethargy and nonchalant attitude of the cultured man t1 

the purpose of life. As a necessary consequence, a ste:idy decline 
of moral and spiritual kingdom is observable side by side with 
the intellectual and scientific conquests of the modern age. This 
state of affairs far from obviating the necessity of a Prophet, hi:1s 
simply served to emphasise it with full force. The decadence of 
religious spirit calls for a prophet \Vho may revivify the morib.m] 
life-force of our spiritual being. 

Never has an age passed without witnessing the appearance 
of a prophet who has rectified the errors which unconsciously and 
imp;;rc:)pttbly crept, into huma.n ways of thinlriug. Even this age 
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has had i·ts turn. The prophet of the day did make his appear
ance in due course and pointed out the most fatal and horrible 
errors into which the whole world had fallen. He invited mankind 
to the lofty ideal of life consistent with a true knowledge of God. 
He laid all the empha'3;s at his command on the spiritual side of 

man, for according to him as to every other prophet, the purpose 

of life is something higher than the treadmill round of daily 
routine which characterises the life of the av0rr1,ge man of the 

world. A large number of hulnan beings made a hearty response 
to his blessed call and learnt spiritual wisdom at his feet. He 
was not " the production of old a6e<1," for all of his sayings were 
saturated with ren.~on. Jesus the son of Mary was his special 
theme which he :-;tudied in the br0a.d daylight of historical 
research. After foll consideration and thorough investigation he 
found the utter inadequacy of the evidence available in old 
scriptures and the current views of Muslims as well as Christians 
to pro re the death of that holy personage on the cross and his 
subsequent flight to heaven. He examined and cross-examined 
with exhaustive thoroughness all the information procurable from 
different sources and further assisted by Divine revelation came 

to the conclusion that Jesus escaped, although very narrowly 
indeed, the accursed death on the cross designed for him by the 
Jews and died a natural death in Kashmir wht:re he still lies en
tombed at Srinagar. 

Although a chip of the old block in inviting people to the 
higher and noble life of true piety and godliness, he rose equal to 
the existing stage of scientific development. He appealed to the 
rational side and commonsense of humanity in pressing on their 
attention the scientific impossibility which the incarnation of 
Divine Being in a corporeal frame.and the bodily ascension to 
heaven of any human being involve. He gave a very forcible 
momentum to the study of philosophy and logic by explaining all 
religious truths in the light of reason and argument. He was 
called the Promised Messiah with special reference to his task of 
removing errors about the person and mission of Jesus Christ. 

Coming to the case of Ca.rlyle's Poet, he can flourish in every 
age, not because he has found the Philosopher!s stone which the 

Prophet has missed, but because be too ofu;m panders t<1the lower 
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passions of man and seldom touches even the merest fringe of the 
practical sido. In a word, the poet runs along the current of 
popula.r thcught as \Vordsworth so beautifully tells us:-

" Poets vain men in their meed, 

Travel with the multitude, 

N cnir heer:l them." 
The Prophet, on the other hnnd, touches the most sensitive 

chords uf human organi::im and ther.efore can effect single-handed 
what a world of poets with all their versifying acumen can scarce
ly hope to achieve. 

':rhcn again Carlyle's poet is less ambitious, not because he is 

a self-less being but evidently because he knows his pcor worth 
just too well to make an exhorbitant demand. "Let the cobbler 
1::.tick to his task" seems to he the motto of his Hero as Poet. 
Poet may pose as a figure among the cyphers where the practical 
value of life ha3 been reduced to an absolute zero and man is 
made of no other stuff than the pulpy fluid of dreamy sensibility 
and imaginative drowsiness. "There is really no type of human 
character more contemptible than that of the nerveless senti
mentalist and dreamer who spends his life in the weltering sea, of 
sensibility and never does a concr;;te manly deed." Such indeed is 
the Hero of Carlyle in the popular sense of the word, but strangely 
enough he puts quite a new meaning upon the word and con
siderably exaggerates the Poet's sphere of influence. 

He says:-" The poet who could merely sit on a chair and 
compose stanzas, would never make a stanza worth much. He 
could not sing the Heroic Warrior, unless he himself were at least 
a Heroic \Varrior too. I fancy there is jn him the Politician, the 
Thinker, Legislator, Philosopher-in one or the other degree, he 
could have been, he. is all these." 

Unluckily Carlyle's ideal poet has not yet seen the light of 
the day. Such a complete, matter of fact, businesslike poet has 
not yet graced this humble planet. He has existed nowhere 
except the fertile fancy of our great lecturer. \Ve do not know 

whether his typical specimens Dante and Shakespeare in whose 

praise he is prepared to inflict a wholesale condemnation on the 
cnt,irc system of prophets, had ever in life exhibited anything 
like a slight tendency in words or deeds to go to ,,,a.1·. lb is also 
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a moot fOint whether the daily improving and ever sclf-surras::ing 
legislation of Europe has rP,ceived any ap:rreciable help from the 
works of either Dante or Shakespeare. \Ve really owe a numba 
of theatrical companies and opera houses to the beautiful poetry 
of the greatPst dramatist, but I have not yet heard of a states
man who mny have learnt even the rudiments of political science 
from the works of any poet. Poetry has a charm of its own and 
no b,)dy can deny it, but to say 1 hat poetry is above all other 
pursuits and that poetry includes all that is noblest, the most 
beautiful and the most loveable in nature, is a wild statement not 
based on the experience of the world. Really the prophet is all 
what Carlyle wishes to see in his poet. Nay the prophet is infi
nitely more. 

\Ve have the complete Mosaic law covering all the various 
sides of human activities, the Hindu lnw laid down by Manu on 
the authority of old Hindu Rishis, and finally the Islamic law 
given by the great Prophet of Islam, whom he has the audacity 
to call ihA. production of old ages. As a follower of the great 
prophet of Arabia (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him) I can say with utmost confidence and without any fear of 
contra.diction that the perfect principles of Islamic law never lose 
their freshness and congenial flavour under the ravaging effect of 
time. They have the needful plasticity to meet the emergencies 
of changed circumstances and the exigencies of altered condi
tions. The vicissitudes to which the ever-shifting phenomenon 
of mankind is subject and the charactristic ups and downs of 
human life have never presented a scene which the all-embracing 
law of Islam has failed to face. 

After indulging in such a confused comparison and contrast, 
r.arlyle proceeds to draw a distinction between the poet and the 
prophet. ",vith respect to their distinction again," he says, "the 

vatcs prophet, we might say, has seizBd that sacred mystery 
rather than on the moral side as good and evil, Duty and Pro
hibition; the vales poet on what the Germans call the resthetic 
side, as beautiful and the like. The one we may call a, revealer 
of what we arc to do and the other of what we are to love." 

After drawing this rough and ready line of clemarcat,ion, Carlyle 

goes on to contra.diet himself: -" But iudeed theso two run into 
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one another, ancl cannot be disjoineu. The P1·ophet too has his 
eye on what we are to love: how else shal1 he know what it is 
we are to do." '1,his clearly shows that Carlyle has quite a vague 
and indeterminate idea about ;;he respective provinces of the Poet 
and the Prophet. 

Adverting to the comparison. t,he "-ery fact that puets ha\-·e 
flourished in all ,igos but their prt1sence has not prevented the 
degradation of any country, sp~aks pretty much against them. 
Almost every country of the world abounds in instances to bear 
o:it this fact. It has over been the exclusive prerogative of pro
phets to bring about u noticeable transformation in the lives of 
men. With the advent of a prophet a steady rise frc1m the depth 
of depravity to the height of purity becomes manif€st and the 
world for all practical purposes finds itstJ,lfmuch the better for them. 
Humanity is doubtless indebted to poets for quite a world of 
maxims and wise sayings, but for the higher practical prupose of 
life the theoretical maxims, however artistically interwoven with 
lofty flight of fancy and rich imagery, are ,vorse than worthless. 
It is the clear, definite, and determinate conception of the Divine 
Being and His perfect attributes manifested in the magnetic in• 
fluence of a godly life and the strong moral sense of n perfectly 
pure and pious personality appearing with up-to-date practical 
wisdom and heavenly signs which drive home the existence of 
God to the sceptic mind of the materialist. 

Thus attracted to God, the attention of the world begins to 
display a spontaneous flow to the hitherto neglected spiritual side 
of human life. As for Carlyle's assertion that the prophet's mis
sion is in direct conflict, with the advance of science, I need only 
say that tl1e prophet comes with n. trnt,h, and the more intellec
tlmlly advanced the people happen to be, the greater is the 
chance fo1· the prophet to succeed. Scientific advancement is, 
accordiag to Cal'lylu, a serious obstacle in the way of prophethoori. 
I fail to soe eye to eye with him. Science foster.sin man a spirit 
of enquiry and investigation and therefore renders mankind mdictil 
help in the recognition of truth. As the prophet comes with 
nothing but n. splendid truth about the one true God of the Uni
verso a.nd a.bout the reality of lire, science &r £Nm stL'l.ndiug ill hi& 
way; pa,ves .tibo way for hi.I a.cccpta.ncd: 
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There is yet another standpoint from which the subject may 
be viewed. All the prophets of the world without any exception 
were men of unsullied character, highly exalted morally and in
tellectually in the estimation of the then world. All of them had 
to meet with bitter opposition and make their way through fire 

and sword. They were exposed to the cavilling and carping 
proclivities of the people, but with all that, we know of no 
prophet whose noble life and highly excellent character have not 
been vouched for by friend and foe alike. On the other hand we 
have a large number of poets of no mean order whose indifferent 
character is in soher earnest a disgrace to all concerned. With 
but a few honourable exceptions the profession of poetry has often 
served to create a looseness of character, a morbid sense of love 
and in some cases a resistless tendency to dissipation and pro
fligacy. This craze of love song, the hobby of the poet in it 6 

(>Xciting indecency and pleasing approach to obscenity, has greatly 
um1one the noble work of the prophet. 

" Life is real, life is earnest, 
And the grave is not its goal. 
Dust thou art, to dust retumest, 
Was not spoken of the soul." 

If the fact enshrined in this beautiful stanza is an accepted 
truth, it is beyond question that the world in its onward march 
towards progress and civilisation can never arrive at a stage when 
it can afford to lose sight of the supreme purpose running through 
all the fret and fever of human life. The prophet is, therefore, in 
constant demand, and it will be nothing short of the Doom's day 
for the world when it is permanently shut off against this noble 
class of prophets. The prophet is a combination of all noble and 
manly qualities and is, therefore, a type of man who can :flourish 
best in the scientific a.ge. 

Carlyle's standard of prophet is quite inadequate. He looks 
askance at the essential fact that a noble a.nd exalted character, 
coupled with supreme efficiency compatible with the intellectual 
level of the age, is among the most essential qualifications of 
the prophet. If the good old times were intellectually below 
the modern pitch of attainments, the then prophets could only 
preach ta the people in terms of their liu:iited know ledge. Let 
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bygones be bygones. The prophet who appears to-day has not 
come with the old garb of scientific inefficiency and philosophical 
inadequacy, but with the brilliant halo of up-to-date logical 
wisdom and the shining cr0wn of highly a,dvanccd arguments. 

Having done with the general character of his comparison, I 
turn to his malicious remarks against the holy faith of Islam and 
its Holy founder. He says, "Christiu.nism, as Dante sings it, is 
another than Pa,ganism in the rude Norse mind; another thaa 
' Bastard Christia.nism ' half articulately spoken in the Arab 
Desert seven hundred years before." 

I would have paid Carlyle in his own coin, but for my sense 
of propriety and selrrespect. Islam never claims to be an origi
nal religion, but only a modified and rectified form of Christianity 
and other foregoin,g faiths. It is a giddy head that considers that 
the world is tur.1ing round. Carlyle holds everything oth2r 
than Christianity either a fa.lsehood pure and simple or a coarse 
copy of the Christian faith. I would have very gladly indee<l 
followed him to the last with patience if he had only pointed out 
the chief points of similarity betwP,en the two faiths. Funda
mentally the two are poles apart. Christianisrn rests on Trinity, 
atonement and the godhead of Christ, whereas Islam denounces 
the trio in the most emphatic terms possible> and takes its stand 
on the solid rock of the absolute unity of God, His infini t,e mercy 
and the perfect unquestioning resignation to His supreme will as 
revealed to mankind through the Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him If Carlyle had taken the trouble 
of making an intelligent study of Islam before he let his tongue 
loose against it, he would have seen with half an eye that the 
basic principles of Islam have little or nothing in common with 
those of Christianity. But Islam does not hold like Christianity 
that all the religions of the world are so many devil's workshops 
where the evil one has long been weaving a network of false 
dogmas and where a large majority of mankind have helplessly 
fallen into the meshes of sin. Islam does not, like Christia.nity, 
take for granted that God remained oblivious of the whole world 
except a narrow strip of land where Jesus lived for a short span 
of life. Islam quite consistently with reason and justice gives us 
to understa.nd tha.t every religion that holds sway over millions 
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of hum.an hearts to-day on the face of the earth has sprung from 
the eternal source of truth and guidance, and if the adherents ot' 

any faith of this kind display signs of untruth in their views, it is 
dne to subsequent interpolation. Thus all the great religions of 
the world have, according to us, flown from one and the same 
origin but the original truth has in some cases got mixed up 
and confounded with falsehood. It is therefore not possible 
for us to look down upon any faith ascribed to a righteous servant 

of God. 
Islam is the most recent phenomenon in the history of reli

gions and its constitution is beautifully explained in the Holy 
Quran itself. The familiar metaph?r of honey is an apt illustration 
of the case. The bee sucks up juice from different flowers of the 
garden and then resting on a strong lofty twig not within easy 
rca,ch of any spoiler it deposits the liquid which is full of health 
and nutrition, which purifies blood, is highly delicious and 
knows ao pollution. This reveals the secret of a marvellous agency 
working behind the scene. How wise is the arrangement 1 Flowers 
of the garden possess different properties but the bee assimilates 
the essence of every one of them, and the marvellous combination 
of these extracts in the body of the bee after undergoing a chemi
cal union i1&sues forth in a fluid so well-known and so pleasing to us 
all. Similarly the best of all religions has been gathered together 
into a systematic whole which is thus a compendium of all frag
ments of truth that lie at sixes and sevens amidst a dead and 
heu.vy lumber of hunn:1 outputs scattered broadcasli on an sides. 
This organic whole like honey, was then made proof against the 
devastating influence of time and secure against the meddlesome 
tendency of human nature by sending down a reformer at the 
beginning of every century. God, in His perfect wisdom, designed 
it to be the religion of all coming generations who were corre. 
spondingly destined to be brought into effective union by the 
improved means of intercourse and increased facilities of com
munication. This seems to all thinking men the most natural 
process. When a change was fast coming to a head in the social 
organisation of mankind and the whole mankind was in a fair 
way to assume the character of one large society, one religion 
embodying the kernel of all living faiths, beautifully cast in the 
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mould of reason and common sense and furnished with a univer

sally practicable moral code, was vouchsa.fed to the world by the 

kind and wise Organiser of events. 
Such a religion is Islam which though dwarf in comparison 

with Christianity aud other older faiths, set stands upon their 

shoulders. 
Speaking of the holy founder of Islam, Carlyle reach~s the 

culminating point of calumnious virulence and can fairly claim 
the honour of having beaten all record of slanderous excellencr. 
I give below a number of quotations from the lecture under 

review so that the reader may be able to see at a glance with 
what a hege inexhau.stible store of abusive epithets the heart cf 
Carlyle was overflowing, and with what z~st and relish he hurls 
them against the holy name of one who is held dearer than all 
earthly connections by over one-third of the entire population of 
the world. 

1. "l\fo~1mr.et speaks to great masses of men, in the coars; 
dia.lc~t adapted to such; a dialect filled wit!t inconsistencies, cru
dities and fo/lies. On the great 1nassrs alone can he act and 
these with good and evil strangely blended. 

2. "H.J was but a loud.sounding inanity and fu.ti!it-y at 
bottom, he was not all. 

3. And, at bot,tom, was it not perhaps far better that this 
Sl1:1kespear, everyway an unconscious man, was conscious of no 

Heavenly message ? He did not feel like Mohamet, tecau,e he 

S'tW into those internal splendours, that he specially was the 
' PNphet of Gvd ': And was he not greater than Mohamet in 
that?, Gra.1ter; and also, if we compute strictly, as we did in 
D.1nt3's CJ.33, more successful. It was intrlnsically an erroY that 
notion of Mohamet's ef his supreme prophetl:ood: and has come 
down to us inextricably involved in error to this day; dragging 
along with it such a cell of fables, impurities, intolerances, as 
ma~es it a questi"onab!e step for me here and n,w to say, as I 
ii.ave d,me, that }l/chamet was a true speaker at all and not 
rather an a:n.'Jitious charlatan, perversity and s.'mulacrum; no 
spe.:ik.:r, but a labb!cr. Even in Arabia, as I compute, Mohamct 
will ha.vc exhausted himself and become obsolete, while this 
Shakcspeai·, this Dante may still bo. young ;-while this Shakes .. 



1914.) POET VERSUS PROPHET. 107 

pear may still pretend to be a priest of mankind, of Arabia as of 
other places for limited periods to com.e." 

4. "But as for Mohamet, I think, it had been better for 
him not to be so conscious 1 Alas, poor Mohamet l all that he was 
consciou.f of was a mere error; a futility and tri'vialit_y a8 indeed 
such ever is. The truly great in him too was the unconscious : 
that he was 1 wild Arab lion of the desert, and did speak out 
with t,ha.t great t:rn~1 for-voice of his, not by words which he 
thought to be grea.t,, but by actions, by feelings, by a history 
which were great. His Koran has become a stupid piece of 
prolix absurdity : we do not believe like him that God wrote 
that!" 

Such is the fou I and filthy verbiage in which Carlyle abounds 
when speaking of the Holy Prophet and the sacred Book of Islam. 
Sober thinking and sincerity of purp0 se combined with chastity 
of diction ought t0 be the characteristic of every great writer, but 
Carlyle has freely identified himself with all that goes to consti
tute quite the reverse of these essential features and has betrayed 
a lamentable lack of insight into the nature of things which form 
the theme he so beautifully harps upon. His abusive language is 
directed partly against the Holy Quran and partly against the 
Holy Prophet and his noble mission. While he is at so great pains 
to disparage Islam and its holy founder, he takes good care to avoid 
any thing like an attempt at propping up his unwarranted asser
tions with facts and figures. 

One of the two things is inevitable. Either he is deplorably 
ignorant of Islamic hist,,ry or he is over head and ears plunged in 
fanaticism and bigotry and looks upon the erroneous character of 
Islam and its founder as a proverbial axiom, a self-evident truth, 
and therefore does not stand in need of any demonstration. To 
assume the latter case is to doubt the sanity of the great writer, 
because upwards of twenty millions of earth's popnlation can not 
be the dupes of such a flagrant error. There is every reason to 
believe that the former cn.se is true. Carlyle's information is all 
in all hearsay and no first-hand knowledge. He appears to have 
gathered a few stray crumbs of information about Islam and 
garbled reports of the prophet's life) and pnffed up with the little 
he knew he rushed into penning a series of lectun.:s. He calls the 
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richest and the most literary of living languagE>s a dialect and 
I have no hesitation to say that his ignorance of the grand 
language is responsible for such a silly remark. He dares t,o 
call the Holy Quran a stupid piece of prolix absurdity, and I am 
convinced that here again Carlyle's ignorance of the general 
tenor and spirit of Islamic theology has led him to hazard such 
a condemnable opinion. The Holy Quran of Islam is the only 
book which lays claim to divine origin in clear unmistakable ac

cents and offers cogent arguments therefor. Unlike all old scrip
tures, it needs no human buttresses to rest upon. It has chnl
lenged the world to produce the like of even a chapter of it and 
no scholar has yet gathered courage to take up the gauntlet, 
although there has always been quite a large number of persons 
bent upon doing their vrnrst against Islam and its founder and 
the Holy Quran. 

Surely there is one excuse for Carlyle. That is nothing but 
the hopeless poverty of his knowledge about Islam or what is the 
same thing, his colossal jgnorance of Islam. Divine word is 
generally marked by an infinite depth of meaning and it is -a 

sheer impossibility to grasp the true sense wit,hout the help of a 
competent teacher. It ought to be so in the very nature of 
things. We have the whole universe before us as the work of 
God. \Vhat a supreme mystery all round! Nothing but a 
scaled book! Wherever we may look, a profound solitude, a per
fect blank stares us in the face, and we are lost in wonder 
and helpless amazement. Compare for a while the whole range of 
theoretical and problematic knowledge which the senrching hand 
of science has heretofore: brought within our reach with the vast 
unfathomed infinitude which yet lies unexplored before us, the 
conclusion forces itself upon us that the uuiverse is a deep un
fathomable mystery. And what an infinitesimal portfrm of it has 
yet been hunted up after long long centuries of toil and hard 
work! But oddly enough notwithstanding this mysteriousness 
that surrounds us on all sides, the necessary knowledge about the 
necess:l,ries of life is easily accessible even to the wild sons of the 
desert and savage beasts of the forest, and the univ.e:se has ~eased 
to be anything like a mystery so far as the 11ecoss1tics of hfo are 
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Such of course ought to be the case with the word of God 
as well. The work of God must be the reflex of the word of God, 

one must be in perfect harmony with the other. The Holy 
Quran therefore presents itself to the reader with an unmeasur

able depth of meaning. rrhe deeper you dive in the meaning, the 
more yon discover and the deeper down appears the bottom. 
Just as the mysterion ,ness of universe has afforded endless room 
f n· the development of the faculties ()f research nnd enq~1iry and 
WJ owe to this very mystery a large class of scientists, philoso

phers and logicians, similarly, the mysteriousness hanging about 
the word of Gorl lrnc; called the spiritual faculties into the fullest 
play imaginable, an-1 we owe to this very rnystory a large number 
of religious writers, commentators aricl theologicn.l thinkers. But 
notwithstanding all this myst2ry we have never to be at a loss for 
any thing needed foe practical purposes of life. The word of God 
c,;1,ses to be a mystery in the practical sphere. What a striking 
p1.rallelism indeed ! 

Half forgiving and half forgetting his impertinence, I P'lSS 

over Carlyle's adverse criticism against, the Holy Quran w.ithout 
sJiying -any more about it and deal with what he has got to say 
about the Prophet himself. 

Here I am tempted to pay Carlyle in his own coin, but I resist 
the temptation. He has exhausted his abusive voci=tbulary against 
the founder of the greatest and the most important of religions. 
The scant respect or rather positive disrespect with which he utters 
this holy name of the Prophet betokens a heart full of frivolties and 
vdgarism. If Carlyle had cared to quote the particular events 
of the Prophet's life which had struck him as inconsistent with the 
high repute of the Prophet, we would have ungrudgingly bestowed 
oar serious attention on his criticism, bui; in the case now before 
us Carlyle has scandalised the fair name of Christian Europe by 

lampooning the loftiest example of consummate wisd1)m and per_ 
feet purity in such a bare faced manner, that n,o Muslim can go 
throu'.Yh his lecture without a shudder. This wilful affront and r, 

stupid insult to which our Holy prophet has been subjected at 
the hands of Carlyle is more than any self-respecting Muslim with 

ovcu a spa,rk of religious forvour loft in him can bear. 
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We have studied the life of the Holy Prophet along with the 
lives of all other prophets of yor-:: including Jesus, and we have 
found in the form0r an unparalleled specimen of manhood, combin
ing in him the perfection of manliness, t,he fulness of practical 
wisdom, and the consumm1tion of spiritua.l self. There is scarcely 
a phase of life. worth the name which is not to be witnessed in its 
pre-eminent excellence in the life of the Prophet. 

As to Carlylo's ch~1.rge that the mission of the prophet was 
suited to t,hc great masses, I only wish that the great writer had 
thought twice before he began to speak. 

Generally only ordinary people flock to the banner of a pro
phet. Religion is not the sole monopoly of the favoured few, men 
of culture, but on th3 other hand it is meant for all, small or great, 
rich or poor, old or young, sick or healthy. The greatness of a 
prophet lies in the succes, with which his noble efforts are ulti
mately crowned. ,J tdging from this point of view the Holy Pro
phet's success presents the rnost wondarful phenomenon, the most 

marvellous item in the history of the world. Never was such a. 
transformation effected; from th~ depth of degradation to the 
height of civilisation. Carlyle's poet deserves no credit for moving 
in literary circle, because his presence scarcely influences the 
action of men fo:: the better, but the prophet's influence has an 
uplifting force of astonishing power. The savage sons of the desc ·t 
were raised to the acme of civilisation. They became the learned 
conquerors of the world, and the ancestors of Carlyle had also to 
come to them to drink in knowledge at the feet of these person
ages who were reclaimed by the prophet from among the great 
masses. 

The Holy prophet of Islam is the only founder of a religion 
who has lived from the cradle to the gr.1ve in the broad day. 
1ight of history, and the unsullied character coupled with ;1, super
natural power of enlightening the masses wins for him the fore. 
most pbce in the reformers of the world. If Carlyle had defined 
his cultur0d persons as opposed to the great masses, we would 
have b;;::;n able to see how far his decision that the prophet coald 

only act on masses with good and evil blended was justifiable, but 
now we find all the characteristic3 of true civilisation in all 
of lns followers with a doliniteness not yet appmached by the 
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bragging and blustering dilettante of our own day. Dull Dandy
ism •and foppish Miss-nancyism are among the improvements 
which the modern man can strut about to parade ; the straining 

eye of the beholder can with difficulty descry the rare reality from 

under the dead weight of make-believe and fa]s3 show. I freely 
admit that the present has outdone the past in many respects 

and Europe is scicmtifi::r.1lly much better off to-day than our forc

father:3 were in good oH days, yet it is a sure sign of meanness 
to crow so mJ.dly over the intellectual triumphs 0£ the race as to 

bring the old ma3terminds into contempt, ignoring the deep debt of 
gr11.titude the world owes to their untiring efforts and selfless 
endeavours. In short, in the Holy Prophet of Islam we meet with 
a figure standing up for the world to-day and for all time to come 
with a chequered life of supreme perfection as a s~at(!sman, a 
general, a peace promoter, a law-giver, a warrior, a conqueror, an 
emperor, an obscure liver in the employ of a widowed mistress, 
a ba:::helor, a polyg:.1mist, a wise forgiver, a sagacious awarder of 
reward and punishment, a nation-builder, a cool-headed dispas

sionate disputant, a philosopher and what not. AU this is amply 
b)rne out by history and none can deny it without being dishonest 

to himself. 
As to Carlyle's false charges, we can let him off with the re-

proachful remark that he has done but poor justice to his high 

position in the scale of writers. 

ABDUL HAQUE. 
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Notes and Comments. 

THE UNIVERSALll Y OF ISLAM. 

Of all the great prophets that were raised for the regeneration .. 
of the world, only one claimed to have been sent for all mankind. 
'11he reason is plain. In ancient times there was little or no inter
course between the na.tions inhabiting different parts of the 
Earth and therefore no prophet could be raised for the whole 
world. But by the time when the Holy Prophet of Arabia, may 
peaoe and tne ble~sings of God. be upon him, was raised, the 
barriers that separated one nation from another had begun to be 
broken, hence God sent one complete law for all men, and ihe 
Prophet 10 whom the perfect law was reTealed claimed to h1ue 
been sent not for one people or one age but for all peoples a•d 
all times. And tb.e unification of nations which had commenced 
with the advent of the Holy Prophet was compleied in the prPseni 
age, so God raised a successor of the Holy Prophet in this age 
to preach anew to the whole world the perfect code of laws which 
had been revealed six hundred years after Jesus. This successor 
was Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian whose advent was foretold 
not only by the Holy Prophet of Arabia but by all the great pro

phets of the world. 

The Rev. Dr. J. T. Sunderland, while presiding over the All
India Theistic Conference held at Karachi in. December last, de
livered a very inspiring and thoughtful address on the unification of 
nations. In the course ofhis address he laid great emphasis on the 
fact that the whole world has become like one flock. That being 

the case, it is apparent that it should have one shepherd only. 
That shepherd is undoubtedly the Holy Prophet of Arabia. 
Of all the former prophets, he alone claimed to have been sent 

to all mankind and of all the revealed Books, the Book n,vealed 
to him alone claims to be a complete code designed for all times 
and all peoples. And facts justify these claims. Islam has many 
peculiarities which corroborate its claim to universality and one 
of these peculiarities is its teaching of universal brotherlt.ood. 
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The following is an extract from Rev. Sunderland'::, speech 
which, we believe, will not fail to interest the reader:-

Man's earliest idea of human brotherhood was necessarily 
narrow and limited, because men's relations with one another were 
limited. First, there was brotherhood within the family but no 
further. Later it widened to take in the clan or the tribe, but 
did not extend beyond th,, t. Still later, as tribes or clans united 
to form nations, the brotherhood idea enlarged and became national 
But outside thP. nation all peoples were still regarderl as aliens 
and barbarians, against whom it was proper to wage war and from 
whom it was right. to take by force lands, flocks and herds and 
other property, slaughtering captive3 or making slaves of them at 
the pleasure of the conquerors. The thought of brotherhood extend
ing without limit and carrying with it duties and rnsponsibilitiea 
to all men everywhere, was very slow in making its appear
ance. 

Nor was thi::; strange. Men could not get the idea of one 
humanity until first they had the idea of one wor!d ; and until 
recent times there was no such thing known as one world. 

The countries of the ear\h were simply so many fragments of 
a world, bearing only the slightest relation to one another. 
Ja pan was a country by itself, hardly known by any beyond its 
neighbours. China was a country largely isolated from the rest 
of the world. The same was true of India. Europe was a conti
nent off by itself, in early ages having little intercourse with 
other parts of the Earth. The great double continent of America 
was not even known to exist until about four centuries ago• 
Australia was hidden in distant seas until very recent times. The 
vast interior of Africa remained an unknown land up to our own 
generation. Thus all thjse lands of the earth were mere un
related fragments of a world. 

But now a great change has ta.ken place. Within our gene
mtion the worl<i for the first time has become really one. How 
has this b(•tm brought about? By many causes. Exploration 
and discovery by laml an:l sea have made all parts known, even 
to the tops A high mount:1ins, and the seemingly inaccessible 
North and 30uth Poles. Trade and commerce, rail ways and teleT 
g·r.=i.phs,• caJ,l~s undot S::las ar+d wireless messagt!& over seas and 
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land~. p >st1.l syste~ns, world-wide fin:mce, tmvcls, newspapers 

and literature circulating everywhere-these things like shuttles 

have woven all parts of the earth together and made them into 

on3, a:i:l C)a3tituted all the peoples of the wor1d for the first time 

really one humanity. 
The c0m,equences flowing from this unification of the world 

must necessarily be great. Since we have now one worl<l and 

one hum·1.n family, the family must learn to live together in 

peace a:1d good will. fhis is abs0lutely vital. Anta6onisms 

between people far apart and having little relation are compara

ti7e1y h,i,rinleB, but antagonisms inside a family are fatal. This 

me::ms that the most imperative, the most pressing question now 

before the whole world is, how to promote human brotherhood, 

how to cn::i.ble the grea.t newly created world-family of nations 
and mccs, to live together without destroying one another. 
Huma:i brotherhood is good in whatever form it appears. It is 
p:1rticularly important, however, that it be promoted in four 
directions; namely, between Races, between N n.tions, between 

Individuals and Classes, (social and industrial brotherhood), and 

bet,vccn Religions. 

CHRISTIANITY VERSU8 ISLAM. 
Signs of uneasiness and alarm are of late becoming increas

ingly manifest in the Christian missionary world regar<lin".;- the 

mpid progress of Islam in Africa. Vigorous discussions have 
been st.1.rtod in the Press nncl on the phtform and a number 
of coutercnccs have been held at vctrious places to bring home to 
the Christian conscieuce the rebuke implied i11 the comparative 

.fo.ilure of the missionary propaganda in Africa and to concert 
rnor.:.: energetic measures for combating the forces of the rival 

creed. The recent conference at Kikuyu was a notable eveut, as 
it bought to band together the various Christian Missions in 
Africa into the common resolve to adopt a uniform policy and 

1w,1iii'ze their forces in the face of "the common enemy." And 
th:s resolve was consecrated by a remarkable ritual in which cler
gymun of various persuasions received the Holy Communion from 

the Bishop of Mombasa. The furious storm, by the way, that the 

Kikuyu ceremony has aroused iu the Church of England is not 
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very edifying, and one may well be amused at the spectacle of 
Christianity riven into warring sects going forth to deliver Africa 
from the horrors of Islam and Heathenism. It would, however, 
be wrong to infer that genuine religious fire has ceased to burn 
in Christian lands, ur that there are no honest souls aflame with 
1111:s::;iunary zeal who are ready to face any hardship in preaching 

the Gospel and striving to bring the heathens into the Christian 
fold. Enurmous sums are r<l.ised every ycd.r by meau~ of contri
butions from the pious Christians for carrying on the missionary 
c.;otupaign throughout the world. 'rhe various Christian Missions 
planted amidst people of other faiths have met with a degree of 
tolerance that was unknown in any previous period of history. 
And though their aims and methods have occasionally borne the 
taint of things of the very earth earthy, the non-Christian races 
have in the main shown little resentment at the open preaching 
of ChrisLianity in their midst. As long as the ring has been kept 
fairly aud missionary efforts h;we displayed no militant and ag
gressive zeal, the peoples of the East have never gone out of their 
way to thwart Christianity in its battling with rival creeds. But 
the Christian missionary has on occasions not despised other 
weapons when his st.raightforward spiritual appeals have failed. 
A new change won Id now seem to be coming over the spirit of the 
dn'am, mainly as a result of the failure of Christian preaching in 
Central Africa. The tone is becoming more aggressive, and the 
challenge of the Christian missionary rings with furious cries 
to-day. The breath of the missionary world is hot with irrepres
sible anger at Islam and the rapid advance it is making amongst 
the heathen tribes. As a sample of the worst passions of jealousy 
and religious hate we may take the following extract from an 
article by Dr. Norman Maclean which appeared in the Manchester 
Guardian and which was reproduced by the Pioneer in its issue 
of 7th instant. The writer after referring to the evils which 
evoked the Kikuyu conference goes on to say that the great peril 
in Africa is the peril of the conquering Islam. Every Mohame
dan, he says, is a m1ss10nary. "There is no God but Allah, and 
:Mahomet is his prophet" is the watchword which sounds wherever 
a ~fohamedan is found. " It is far otherwise with the Christian 
trader and planter. Too often- he says : ' I don't believe in 
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Missions' Ill heathendom the Christ,ian too often is utterly in
different to his faith." In face of such excellent reasons to 
ac:cunnt for the failure of Christian Missions one would have 
thought. the writer's chief concern would be to preach Christianity 
amon.:r:;t the so-called Christians before he undertook to convert :, 

the he:ithcns of the world. But, no, he would rather have few 
good Clfristia.ns than see Islam advancing in Africa. He is cori
vincecl th 1.t " in the great fight now being fought for the religious 
destinies of a continent the united power of Islam will rout the 
forces of Christianity and conquer Africa for Mahomet unless 
the Christian Missions organise themselves into an army united by 
a common policy." He thus states the real issue before him : "It 
is not the triumph of this church or that church which is at st.l.ke 
in Africa; it is the fate of Christianity which lieth in the bala'lce. 
Islam conqueret1 Christianity in Asia, in North Africa-is it llO\V 

to conq: . .rnr iu Central Africa? Is the whole of Africa to fall 
under the sway of a religion whose God zs an Oriental tyrant 
without love or fatherhood, wlu'ch degrades womanhood, and 
71.1,~ich fanat£cises the people which fall under its sway ? It was in 
face of that problem that the Missions in British East Africa 
sought so to organise themselves that they mig·ht do something 
to save Africa from the withering blight of Islam." The lines 
that we Lave italicised affurd a glimpse into the spirit of the faith 
that moves this canting Christian. We would not presume to 
vindica,te the God of Islam, nor need we explain the p-)sition that 
it assign1; to women and the mess.1ge it ha.s delivered to mankind. 
It is not our business to tra,ck down every pharisee masquP,rading 
as the messenger of light, or put down religious :firebrands. What 
we would like to point out is that writings of such inflammatory 
character should be reproduced by papers like the Pioneer in 
India without being called to book under the Pres::; Act. We need 
hardly say what effect such vulgar attacks on Islam may in all 
likelihood have on the Mussalmans. When we remember the fate 
that has been meted out to purely religious journals like Ahl
Hadt's of Amntsar and the Badr of Qadian, because they had 

written S'Jmething of Christianity with the sole object of refuting 
the false charges brought against Islam, we can not but ba 
astonished to see the latitudo that certain class of new:rnanero in 

4 .. 
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this country are permitted to enjoy. We cannot think of any 
reasonable ground in view of which the Pioneer's latest effort 
to bring into hatred and contempt an important section of His 
Majesty's subjects in India should not be dealt with as it 

deserves.-The Comrade. 

C~USADE AGAINST ISLAM PLANNED. 

The rapid growth of Islam is cau-,ing a grea.t ala m among the 
grc·1.t l.:3:tder8 of the Christian World these days. Well-con--trncted 
pla.ns and elaborate schemes are being made in Europe and America 
to thwart this progress. A.ta special committee of the World's 
Sunday School Convenfrm, n.pp'.)inted this week in New York, it 
was decided that an attempt should be made to conq 1ierMohamedan
ism by educating childrc'1 under C:1ristian guidarice. The modern 
crusade will be conducted not by the sword, but by the primer and 
the bbckboard. S:msational reports are being pt1blished in the 
Ameri.u,n ..:ud Europe::m newsp tpers, and a great enthusiasm is 
shown by ~he people. The furious storm is coming with great threats, 
and if we, 1'rue BelieverB, fail to hold our positions, destruction is 
sure and certain. The enemy has got to be faced and a fierce 
battle has to be fought. It's up to you, brother Moslems, to 
realize the gravity of the situation. 

Here is the exact copy of the plan your enemy has worked 
out to carry on the warfare against your faith. Read it over 
and again, and ask yourself wh:i.t you should do to avert the 

danger. 

A modern crusade against Mohamedanism more sweeping 
than the crusades of the Middle Ages may be the result of plans 
elaborated this week by the Special Committee of the World's 
Sunday School Association in New York. 

Alarmed by the rapid progress of Mohamedanism which is far 
outstripping Christianity in Africa and some parts of Asia, the 
continu,1.tion Committee on Mohamedan lands of the World's 
Sunday Convention held at Zurich last summer has undert'.1ken 
to m'l,ke a religious and social survey of the Moslem W 0rld. The 

survey will b0 conducted along scientific lines by special inves• 
tigaton,, and the findings will be repo~ted at the Wodd's Su11day 
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School GJnvention to be held in Tokyo in 1916. The resJits given 
in the report will be placed at the disposal of all the missionary 
boards as the basis for a concerted compaign against Islam . 

. Missionary leaders of world fame will make a tour of thirteen 
cities, from Fcbrua,ry 2 to 11, holding conferences and public 
meetings to lay all the details of the plans before the dcrnomin ~tions 

Bishop Joseph C. HR.rtzell, Dr. S. M. Zwemer of Egypt, and 
Dr. E. F. Frease of North Africa, are members of the Continuation 
Committee. l\1r. H. J. Heinz, Mr. E. K. Warrens and Mr. M· 
Lawrence, as officers of the World's Sunday School Association, 

will assist in Jirecting the survey. A general secretary for the 
Committee will be appointed with headquarters in Cairo, and it is 
hoped that special sec:retaries will be appointed for Egypt, Turkey 
and Albania. 

To WORK THROUGH CmLDHOOD. 

To capture the Mohamedan world by capturing the childhood 
is the ultimate project for which the survey will be a preparation. 

The survey experts will co-operate on inter-denominational 
lines with representatives of different missionary boards in Moslem 
lands and with the Government officials in arriving at the best 
types of childhood literature, picture tracts and simple textbooks, 
suitable locations and buildings and the most effective methods of 
tea.clung. The results from time to time will be published and 
placed at the disposal of all the missionary forces and public au

thorities, pending the final report in 1916. 

"1VIohamedanism is having a larger success than the Chris
tian religion especially in Africa," said Bishop Hartzell, chairman 
of the Committee, in discussing the prospective survey. " One
eighth of the world's population is Moslem. The proportion is 
increasing yearly. To-day nearly all the sacred places named in 
the Bible are under Mohamedan rule. 

lsLAli OUTSTRIPPING CHRISTIANITY, 

" In Africa Islam is leaving Christianity far behind in the 
race. Moharnedanism is absolutely dominant in the Persian Empire. 
1\![any more native Indians are becoming Mohamedans every year 
than Christians."-The Comrade. 
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1914-THE SWORD OP PEACE. 

In the course of an article in the Ninrteenth Century and 
after, Major-General Sir \Villiarn G. Knox, K. C. B., writes :-

1Dl4 ! \\ hat a blood-red track of war has the twentieth 
ccntl<ry so far paint.ed upon hiRtory and does the colour promise 
to be fainter in the year before us? We may doubt it with reason, 
for the marc:1 of our so-called Civilisation has in the past Christian 
ye:1r of 1913 increased the already existing military burden placed 
upon the white man's shoulders on the Continent of Europe; the 
penalty due to race hatred, greed, and envy, signs of a veritable 
slump in Christianity. Never in history has the cradle of civilisation 
offered such a picture of instability, disrrust, rivalry, and rancour. 
Not a stone has yet been quarried for the foundation of a real Temple 
of Peace. The world awaits with trepidation the great expenditure 
of blood and gold which alone will terminate the never-ending 
threats an<l rumours of war, the commercial conflicts, the political 
complications that periodically befog the atmosphere. Armies and 
fleets redoubled in numbers and effieiency are sad commentaries on 
Christianity's failure and inefficieny. In any future dispute an 
appeal to arbitration by a weakly armed nation will find no favour 
in this twentieth century. • Forewarned is forearmed ' has passed 
into more than a proverb, and no sympathy can be wasted upon a 
nation that draws the sword without knowing that its manhood 
is able and trained to grasp the hilt. Diplomacy may avert the 
storm for a time, but the rumbling of the thunder seen:is to re
turn with marvellous regularity, and on each occasion with 
louder warnings of danger. \Var preparations have been so per
fected and thought out that the flash and the crash are practically 
simultaneous. The aim of military war staffs is now to attain to 
such perfection that the armies they direct can deal a 'knock-out' 
blow to an adversary in the shortest possible round. 

Further, so low has the code of honour f.illen among some 
nations that a stouter material than parchment must be found upon 
which to write future treaties. A people thus dishonoured by 
tearing up solemn obligations have surely no right to be called 
a nc.tion. Iu the honourable comity of nations they are an 

abomina.tion. 
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It is this new interpretation of the word honour tti .1, s..>lemn 
obligation that tends to weaken the r.3CO:;{ ,ised chords that sl1ould 
go to make harmony in the Concert of Enrop.). A strong or two 
may snap at any nloment at the bidding of a. populace blindt1d by 
rapa,city or jealousy bo the codes that govern chivah-y a,nd h mour 
Discord, the results of the break, cl:ing·s intu w.t ·, and with w u· a.11 ·i 
in war nothing is impc)ssiblu.-The Comrade. 

THE SCOPE OF THE QURANIC TEACJ11NGS. 

The holy Quran ,vns not meant for one people or one age and 
accordingly the scope of its moral 'teachings is as wide as humanity 
itself. It is the book which offers guidance to all men in all 
conditions of life, to the ignorant savage as well as to the wise 
philosopher, to the man of business as ,vell as to the recluse, to the 
rich &3 well as to the poor. Accordingly while giving varied rules of 
life, it appeals to the individual to follow the best rules which 
are applicable to the circumstances under which he liv,~s. If it 
contains directions on the one hand which are calculated to raise 
man to the lowest grades of civilization and to teach them the crude 
manners of society, it also furnishes rules of guidance to men in 
the highest stages of moral and spiritual progress. High and id1?a I' 
moral teachings are no doubt necessary for tht:.l progress of man; 
but only those will be able to benefit by them who can reali:c-:c 
these high ideals. But to this class do not belong the vast masses 
in any nation or community, however high may be its standard 
of civilization. Hence the Quran contains rules of guidance for all 
the stages through which man has to pa;;s in the onward march 
from the condition of the savage to the highly spiritual man. 



T}-{E TEACJilNGS OF ISLAM. 
Is an English translation of the paper written by the late 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the Promised Messiah, for the Great 
Religious Conference held at La.hore in December 1896. It 
contains two hundred pages of learned disquisitions on the 
following nve subjects from a Muslim's pvint of view, v-iz., (1) 
the physical, moral and spiritual conditions of man ; (2) the state 
of man in the life after death; (3) the real o~ject of man'• 
existence and the means of its attainment; ( 4) the effect of actionr 
in the present life and the life to come; and (5) the sources of 
Divine knowledge. 

The paper contains an exposition of Islam, such as is not 
met with in any book hitherto published on Islam in any 
language. Even among the books written hy the Promised 
Messiah, "The Teachings of Islam " occupies a unique position. 
It is in fact a comprehensive commentary of the Holy Quran, 
throwing on its teachings and doctrines a light such as was 
never shed before. Late Count Tolstoy expressed the following 
opinion on one of its parts:-'' I approved very much two articles, 
How to get rid of' Sin' and ' the Life to come/ The idea is 
very profound and very true." No English knowing Mussalwan 
should be without a copy of this valuable book. The price of 
thE book is Re. 1-4 or ls. 6d. net, and it can be had from the 
Mm ... &.ger, "Review ef Religions," Qadian, India, or M_;.;ssrs. 
Luzac and Co., 46, Great Russel Street, London, W. C. 
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